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On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study

Dead Sea Scrolls
Pentateuchal stories and commentaries

Reworked Pentateuch(4QPP2=4Q158). [Student Paraphrase]

Genesis Apocr yphon[Student Paraphrase]

Enoch (40201(En ara))exerpt from the story of the Watchers, see 1 Enoch above

The Book of Giants(4Q203, 1Q23, 2026, 4Q530-532, 6Q8) may be part of the Enoch tradition (See

VanderkKam's article, "The Enoch Literature").
Enoch and the Watchers(4Q227).

Exhortation based on the Flood(4QFloodA p=4Q370). [Student Paraphrase]
Vision of Jacob(4QA Ja=4Q537). [Student Paraphrase]

Legal and ritual texts

A Phylactery (Mur 4 Phyl)

Various L aws (40159)

Ritual Purity Laws(4QTohoroté=4Q274). [Student Paraphrase]
A Baptismal Liturgy (4Q414)

Songs for the Sabbath Sacrifice (4Q403(ShirShabbd))
Some Torah Precepts (40396 (MMTc))exerpt

Former Prophets-stories and commentaries

Prayer For King Jonathan (40448)

Psalms, Hymns; Poetry

Apocryphal Psalms(4QPsf=4Q88, 4QapPs=4Q448, 11QPs*P=11Q5-6). [Student Paraphrase]
The Thanksgiving Psalms (Pss. 4, 5, 8, 23)

Thanksgiving Hymns #7 & 8(1QH(odayot)2col.10). [Student Paraphrase]

Plea for Deliverance (110Ps2=1105 col.Xix)

Wisdom Literature

Wisdom Text(1Q26, 4QWisd®=4Q410 & 4Q412-413, 4QWisdB&P=4Q415, 4QWisdA&
d=4Q416-419, 4QRightaP=4Q420-421, 4Qf armer=4Q423). [Student-Paraphrase]
Collecton of Proverbs(4QWisd=4Q424). [Student Paraphrase]

Wiles of the Wicked Woman(4Q184). [Student Paraphrase]
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The Parable of the Bountiful Tree (4Q302a)

Prophecy-and Apocalyptic

Hosea Commentary (4Q166 (4QpHosa))exerpt

The Chosen One(4Qelect=4Q534, 4QarNC=4Q535-6). [Student Paraphrase]
The Book of Secrets (IOMyst=1027, 40Myst&c=40299-301)

The Divine Throne Chariot

The Coming of Melchizedek (11013)

Redemption and Resurrection (4Q521)

Words of Michael (4Qmich=40Q529, 6Qunidar=6Q23).[Student Paraphrase]

Sectarian literature

War Rule (40285 (SM) frg.5)exerpt
Community Rule (40Sd)exerpt

The Damascus Document (4Q271(Df))exerpt
Tongues of Fire (1029, 4Q376)

Mise.

The New Jerusalem([first part] (1QINar=1Q32, 2QExc=20Q4, 4QIMa=4Q554-5,
5QJINar=50Q15, 11QJN=11Q18). [Student Paraphrase]

The Copper Scroll(3QTreasure?=3Q15). [Student Paraphrase]

Physiognomic Hor oscopes(4QCryptic-4Q186, 4QPhysiogn=4Q561). [Student Paraphrase]
Calendrical Document (4Q321 (Mishmarot Ba))exerpt

Observances(4QCal=4Q327 (Mishmarot), 4QMMTa4Q394). [Student Paraphrase]
Targum of Job(4QtgJob=4Q157, 11QtgJob=11Q10). [Student Paraphrase]

DSS Links

Orion Center for the Study of the Dead Sea Scrolls and Associated Literatureisthesite for DSS
material and bibliography.

The Qumran Library. A collection of pictures and short trans ation fragments related to the
DSS and Qumran.

DSS anthaologies in English translation

[DJID] Various, Discoveries in the Judaean desert, [18 of 23 vols. published so far happen to
bein English] (Clarendon, 1997)




On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study: Dead Sea Scrolls

Robert Eisenman & Michael Wise, Dead Sea Scrolls uncovered (Penguin Books,
[EW] 1992).

[THG] Theodor H. Gaster, The Dead Sea scriptures (Peter Smith Pub, 1976).

Florentino Garcia Martinez, The Dead Sea Scrolls trandlated, tr. Wilfred G.E.
Watson, 2nd.Ed. (William B..Eerdmans, 1996).

[GV] GezaVermes, The Complete Dead Sea Scrollsin English (Penguin Press, 1997).

Michael Wise, Martin Abegg, Jr. & Edward Cook, Dead Sea Scrolls. A new
translation (HarperSanFrancisco, 1996).

[FCM]

[WAC]
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Of making links there is no end, and much surfing is a weariness to the flesh.

[List Version]

On-Line Primary Literature

Related to ancient Near Eastern religions, Hellenistic
Mediterranian religions and Biblical Study

Bibles
Ancient Near Eastern Literature

Myths

Treatises

Prayers, Hymns and Psalms

Amulets and.lncantations

Rituals

Texts related to Marriage and Hieros Gamos

Treaties and Legal Contracts (other than marriage)

Literature related to the Jewish Scriptures

Pseudepigrapha

Dead Sea Scrolls

Specialty pages and exerpt collections(Related to Bible and 2nd Temple

Judaism)

The Story of Noah, marked according to documentary source
Lilith Traditions
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http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/bibTexts.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/bible.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/aneMyths.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/aneTreatises.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/aneHymns.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/aneAmlts.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/aneRituals.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/aneMrg.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/aneContracts.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/otPseud.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/dss.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~humm/Courses/HebBib/Resources/noah_all.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~humm/Topics/Lilith/

On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study

Song of Songs I nterpretation-Samples

Literature related to Early Christianity

Gospels

Acts

Epistles and Treatises

Christian Revelations & Apocalypses

Aposotlic Fathers

Collections

S. Pachoemius Library: Huge collection of Christian Literature from the Early Fathers onward
From the Order of St. Benedict Lectio Divina:

First toThird Centuries (50-300)
Fourth Century (301-400)

Early Gnostic Literature

Collections

The Corpus Hermeticum

Nag Hammadi material

Other Gnostic material

Gnostic Scriptures and fragments in trand ation.

The Books of.the Saviour (Bruce Codex)

The Hymn of the Pear| (The Hymn of Judas Thomas the Apostle)
Pistis Sophia

The Polemical works against the gnostics by the Church Fathers.
Plotinus: The 6 Enneads (250, CE)

Church Documents
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http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~humm/Topics/SongOfSongs/
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/chrGosp.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/chrActs.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/chrEpist.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/chrRevs.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/apFat.html
http://www.ocf.org/OrthodoxPage/reading/St.Pachomius/
http://www.osb.org/lectio/
http://www.osb.org/lectio/1_3.html
http://www.osb.org/lectio/4th.html
http://www.levity.com/alchemy/corpherm.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/Texts/nagHam.html
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/gs.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/bookss.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/hymnpearl.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/psoph.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/polem.htm
http://www.math.byu.edu/~smithw/Lds/LDS/Ancient-history-items/Early-Christian/Plotinus/Plotinus

On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study

Creeds

Nicene Creed
Definition of Chalcedon
The Athanasian Creed

Rabbinic and Kabalistic Literature

Tanach, Talmud Bavli, and Talmud- Yerushalmi(in Hebrew) for browsing. Need Hebrew Font

Major Stand-alone Collections

Complete Works of Josephus

Important site links

General

Pharos texts
CCAT text archive: Religion
Religious and Sacred Texts
Wesley Center text collection
Noncanonical. Home page
Religious Studies
Resource Pages for Biblical Studies
Institute for Christian Leadership: Finding things
Ancient History Items

Ancient Near East

ABZU guideto resources for the study of the ancient near east available on theinternet

Hellenistic World

Perseus Project
Collection of Papyrological sites
Library of Congress: Greek and Latin Classics | nternet Resources

Biblical
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http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/history/creed.nicene.txt
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/history/creeds.chalcedon.txt
http://www.ccel.org/creeds/athanasian.creed.html
http://www1.snunit.k12.il/kodesh/kodesh.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Fonts
http://wesley.nnu.edu/josephus/
http://pharos.bu.edu/CN/
gopher://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/11/Archive/Religion
http://davidwiley.com/religion.html
http://wesley.nnu.edu/
http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon.htm
http://www.hivolda.no/asf/kkf/rel-stud.html
http://www.hivolda.no/asf/kkf/biblia01.html
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/christian-resources.html
http://www.math.byu.edu/~smithw/Lds/LDS/Ancient-history-items/
http://www-oi.uchicago.edu/OI/DEPT/RA/ABZU/ABZU.HTML
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/
http://www.hivolda.no/asf/kkf/biblia01.html#papyri
http://lcweb.loc.gov/global/classics/claslink.html

On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study

Biblical Studies
Bible Sites

Dead Sea Scrolls

Orion Center for the Study of the Dead Sea Scrolls
The Ancient Library of Qumran and Modern Scholarship

Judaism

Philo of Alexandria
The Taylor-Schechter Genizah Research Unit

Orthodox Christian

The Christian Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt
Christian Classics Library
Early Church Fathers
New Advent: Fathers of the Church
The Ecole Initiative -- An On-Line Encyclopedia of Early Church History
Documents, Glossary, Essays, Images, Chronology
Medieval Sourcebook(some early stuff)
The Hall of Church History
Historic Documents of the Church
Guide to Early Church Documents
Guide to Christian Literature on.the internet
New Advent: Fathers of the Church
Creeds and chronologies
St. Pachomius Library
Early Church Fathersin WinHelp format

Gospel material

Synoptic Problem
Thomas Home Page

Gnosis

Gnostic and other literature colleciton and www.gnosis.org
Dead Sea Scroll translations
Gnostic Scriptures and Fragments
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http://www.hivolda.no/asf/kkf/rel-stud.html
http://www.music.princeton.edu/chant_html/bibles.html
http://orion.mscc.huji.ac.il/index.html
http://sunsite.unc.edu/expo/deadsea.scrolls.exhibit/intro.html
http://www.hivolda.no/asf/kkf/philopag.html
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/Taylor-Schechter/
http://www.coptic.net/
http://www.ccel.org/
http://www.ccel.org/fathers2/
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/
http://www.evansville.edu/~ecoleweb
http://cedar.evansville.edu/~ecoleweb/documents.html
http://cedar.evansville.edu/~ecoleweb/glossary.html
http://cedar.evansville.edu/~ecoleweb/ecolea.html
http://cedar.evansville.edu/~ecoleweb/images.html
http://cedar.evansville.edu/~ecoleweb/chronol.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html
http://www.gty.org/~phil/hall.htm
http://www.gty.org/~phil/writings.htm
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/christian-history.html
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/christian-books.html
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/
http://www.math.byu.edu/~smithw/Lds/LDS/Ancient-history-items/Early-Christian/Creeds/
http://www.ocf.org/OrthodoxPage/reading/St.Pachomius/globalindex.html
http://www.redbay.com/newbies/mag/ecfwh.htm
http://www.mindspring.com/~scarlson/synopt/index.html
http://www.epix.net/~miser17/Thomas.html
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library.html
http://www.gnosis.org/~gnosis/library.html
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/scroll.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/gs.htm

On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study

Texts from the Nag Hammadi Library
Gnostic texts
The Codex |l Student Resource Center
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http://webpages.marshall.edu/~wiley6/gnos.html
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/9068/

Rohde & Bohn: Reworked Pentateuch (4Q158)

Reworked Pentateuch
4QPP2=4Q158

Introduction and Paraphrase prepared by Warren Rohde & Rick Bohn

Introduction :

4Q158 is also known as 4QPP2, and The Reworked Pentateuch2. 4Q158 is grouped with 4Q364-7,
and together are called the Reworked Pentateuch. 4Q158 contains portions of Genesis, Exodus, and
Deuteronomy. Most lines are exactly as they appear in the Bible and some are extrabiblical. In
general, 4Q158 parallels quotes from the Pentateuch with minor additions. Some scholars wonder if it
could be an atypical version of biblical manuscripts[1]. Wise, Abegg-Jr, and Cook (pg 200) also
present asimilar theory suggesting we may be dealing with a"wild" text of the bible. A "wild" text is
of aform vastly different from a"standard" version. This may be true when considering the entire
Reworked Pentateuch, but since 4Q158 largely consists of direct quotes from sections of Genesis,
Deuteronomy, and Exodus, it by itself would not be considered awild text.

Emanuel Tov and other scholars have suggested that 4Q365 is another copy of 4Q158. A
relationship exists between the two in that they both contain material from Exodus although the
readable sections are different. Considering the large portion of unreadable material in both
documentsiit is conceivable, athough difficult to prove, that the two could be duplicates of each other.

Fragment 1-2 contains lines from Genesis 32:24-32 and Exodus 4:27-28, with extrabiblical
additions. An addition to Genesis 32:30 is the exact wording Jacob received from God. Another
Interesting point is the tradition told in Genesis 32:32 'one does not eat from a certain portion of the
thigh muscle' is transformed into a direct command from God. Fragment 4, lines 1and 2 appear to be
the second half of Exodus 3:12. Lines 4-5 are a variation of Exodus 24:4-6, and the final lines are
extrabiblical reflecting Gods covenant with the patriarchs.

Fragment 6 contains Exodus 20:19-21. Thisis expanded upon with Gods affirmation of Moses
statement to the people, and goes onto instill additional fear by holding them accountable to live up to
God's commandments.

Fragment 7-8 combines Exodus 20:12-17, Deuteronomy 5:30-31, Exodus 20:22-26, and Exodus
21:1-10, with small extrabiblical additions. The 1st half of line 5 is such an addition. It is suggested
by Wise, Abegg-Jr, and Cook that there may be some attempted biblical interpretation taking place.
For example by mixing Exodus 20 with Deuteronomy 5 the author may have been attempting to clear
up the confusing chronology surrounding the revelation at Sinai. Ancient scholars noticed that M oses
went up the mountain seven times, but only explicitly descended twice. In order to correct the
chronology one has to rearrange the order of the events. Certain aspects of 4Q158 seem to represent
this sort of problem solving.
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Fragment 10-12 closely parallels Exodus 21:32 to 22:13 with a small quantity of minor differences.

Fragment 14, an extrabiblical passage, records God speaking in the first person to a then current
leader of Israel, probably Abraham or Jacob. God is providing aview into the future by revealing his
intentions to desolate Egypt and promote the position of Israel for generations to come.

Paraphrase :

4Q158
Fragments 1-2

3Gn 32:25-30 Jacob wrestled with [a man] until [daybreak. Realizing he could not win against Jacob

the man struck him on his thigh, and dislocated his hip]. They continued wrestling until early
morning. [The man said, "L et me go for the day is breaking:" Jacob agreed to let go if the man
sblessed him] The man asked him his name and Jacob told him. [The man said, "Y ou shall no longer

be called Jacob, but Isragl. For you have striven with God] and humans and have prevailed." Jacob
asked him his name, and he said, "Why isit you ask my name?' Then he blessed Jacob and said, "
May the Lord make you fruitful, [know]ledgeable, insightful, and prevent you from sin for this day,
and forever [...]" 1gThen the man left.

Gn 32:31-33 Jacob named the place where he saw God face to face, Penuel[2] . As Jacob was

leaving Penuel (limping because of hisinjury) God appeared and said, "Y ou shall not eat [the thigh
muscle that is on the hip socket." To this day the Israglites do not eat the thigh muscle] on the hip
socket, [because he struck Jacob there.]

Ex 4:27- 28] God said] to Aaron, "Go [into the wilderness] to meet [Moses.” Aaron went and met
Moses at the mountain[3] of God where he kissed him. Mosestold] Aaron everything ;5God said to

him. Moses said, "The Lord [has spoken] to me, saying, "WWhen you have brought the people out [of
Egypt ..."] to go as slaves, and consider, they number thirty ....] the Lord, God [...]

Fragments 3

1And Jacob called [...] inthisearth [...] my fathersin order to enter [...]

Fragments 4

1When you bring the people out of Egypt worship me on this mountain. So Moses built an altar

there, and set up twelve pillars to represent the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he prepared a burnt
offering on the altar [...Moses took half the blood and put it ] sin bowls, Ex 24:6 and the other half he

painted on the [altar ... God said to Moses, "...] that | revealed to Abraham and to Isaac [and to
Jacab ... the contract that | made | with them to be their God, and the people's|...] forever...
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Fragments 6

1 Ex19:20- 21 [like us, and live. Come and hear everything God tells us. Then tell us everything

God said. [we will listen to you, but] don't let [God] talk to us or we [will die." Moses said, "Do not
fear; for God has come to test you] [and t]o put the fear of [God in you so that you do not sin." The
people stood at a distance, while Moses entered the darkness where] God was.

God said to Moses, ["I have heard what the people have said to you. They are correct in al they
have said. If] sthey continue to fear [Me and obey al the commandments all may go well for them

and their children forever! Now that you have heard] My words tell them, ['l will give them a prophet
like you from their own people; This prophet will speak everything | tell him. Anyone] who does not
listen [to this prophet, | will hold accountable.

Any prophet who speaks falsely in My name,] or spea ks in the name of other gods will die. You
may ask, "How will we know if a prophet speaks the LORDs words?'] If [the things a prophet says do
not happen it's not the LORDs word. This prophet has spoken presumptuously, but do fear him."]

Fragments 7-8

1Ex 20:12- 17 Honor your [father] and your mother, [so that you may live long in the land God will

giveyou. You shall not murder. Y ou shall not commit adultery. Y ou shall not steal. Y ou shall not
bear] false witness [against] your [neighbor]. Y ou shall not desire [your] nei[ghbor's] wife, [Slave, ox,
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor]. God said to Moses, Dt 5:30- 31 "Tell them to
[return to their tents. And with you next to Me | will tell them all the commandments, statues| and
ordinances you are to teach them. They are to follow these rulesin the land [I am about to give
them"...]

51 he people returned to their tents, but Moses remained before Ex 20:22-26 [ God. God said, "tell the

Israelites] ‘that they have seen Me speak to you from heaven. They are not to make [gods of silver or
gold. They need to only make an altar of earth, and sacrifice] on it your burnt offerings and offers of
well being, your sheep [and oxen. Every place where | cause My named to be remembered | will
come and bless you. If] you build me [an altar of stone] do not use formed stone. For by using a
chisel [upon it you ruin it. Do not go up steps to My altar or your nakedness will be exposed] on it"

Fragments 10-12

1 Ex21:32- 37 [If abull kills a slave man or woman, the bull's owner is to pay the slave owner]
thirty sil[ver] shekels[4] [and the bull is to be stoned] , [ The owner] of an uncovered well [is

responsible to compensate] the owner of any bull or ass that fallsinto it and return the [dead animal
to the owner. If abull kills someone else's bull, the killing bull is to be sold] with the proceeds from
the sale and the dead bull [shared between both owners|. , However, if the killing bull [was known

to] gore [and its owner did not keep it in, the bulls would be exchanged live for dead]. 5 If someone

steals abull or ewe and slaughtersit or gells] it, [he isto repay the owner with five bulls for a stolen
bull and four sheep for a stolen ewe. If the thief was caught during the break in] and waskilled, he
should not be the subject of blood retaliation. Ex 22:1-13 If the thief was caught stealing in daylight

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/ StudTxts/4Q158.html (3 of 5)2006-08-01 12:14:28



Rohde & Bohn: Reworked Pentateuch (4Q158)

hours he will be subjected to blood retaliation. [ The thief must pay for what is stolen. If he has no
worth, he will be sold for the value of the stolen property. If 5 the stolen property isfound in his

possession, he will pay doubleif itisalive bull, ass or ewe. If aman allows hisflock to graze on a
field or vineyard owned by someone else, he is to repay with the produce from his own field. If he
has allowed his flock to consume the entire field, he isto repay with the best of hisfields or
vineyards. Damages to afield as aresult of fire are the responsibility of the person who started the
fire. Thieves who steal property that has been entrusted in a neighbor's care are required to pay
double. If the thief is not found, the person to whom the property was entrusted shall approach the
house of God to decide if he is guilty of the theft. Both parties are to present their case to God, and if
either party is convicted he shall pay his neighbor double. 1, [When someone has given] livestock to

his neighbor for safekeeping and it dies, becomes injured or is stolen without an eye witness,
judgment will be made while both parties are under oath before the Lord. If the entrusted neighbor
states under oath that he did not harm or steal the owner's property, the owner isforced to agree and
no repayment is required. If the entrusted neighbor was present at the time of the theft, heis required
to pay damages to the owner. If the animal as torn to pieces, 14[the remains are to be shown to the

owner and payment is not required.] If an animal isloaned to afriend and it dies or istorn to pieces
without the owner present, the borrower is responsible for payment of damages.

Fragment 14

- [all the fl]esh and all the spirits 5 [...] asablessing for theland 4[...] the people[...] this; Egypt

shall be desolated [...] | shall createin[...] [I will rescue them from] the restraint of Egypt's power
and liberate them from Egyptian control. | shall make them My people forever [and ever...I will bring
them out] of Egypt. ; Future generations [will settlein the] land safely for[ever ... but, | will hurl

Egypt into] the heart of the sea at the deepest part [...] where they will live g [...] [bo]rders]...]

Footnhotes :

[1] Martinez. Pg. 218

[2] Penuel means the face of God
[3] Mt. Sinai, also called Mt. Horeb.
[4] About 12 ounces
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Penguin Press. 1997. Pp. 429, 442-443.
e T e N e B S e B S S

12/98

prepared for Intro. to the Hebrew Bible

by Warren Rohde & Rick Bohn
RohdeW @albnet.alb.edu

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/ StudTxts/4Q158.html (5 of 5)2006-08-01 12:14:28


http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~humm/Courses/HebBib
mailto:RohdeW@albnet.alb.edu

Faulk and Scott: Genesis Apocryphon: 1Q20

Tales of the Patriarchs
1QapGen=1Q20

Paraphrase and comments by Lesley Faulk and Amanda Scott

Introduction

The"Tales of the Patriarchs," which deals with the descendants of Adam, is sometimes referred to as
the "Genesis Apocryphon.”" Originaly, the Genesis Apocryphon was referred to as the fourth scroll
because it was the fourth scroll out of seven to be found in the Qumran Cave. This"Dead Sea Scroll"
was originally thought to have come from the apocryphal book of Enoch because a small portion of
the scroll that had been unraveled, mentioned Enoch’'s name(Fitzmeyer, pg. 4). However, when
another section was unraveled, scholars were lead to believe that this scroll came from the apocryphal
book of Lamech, a name that was already known to scholars because of the book Jubilees. The
reason why they thought this scroll came from the book of Lamech is because the speaker spoke
about Bitenosh, Lamech's wife, in first person (Yadin, pg. 144). Y et once again, this belief was
wrong. When the scroll was finally fully unraveled, it had references to Noah, Abraham and L ot,
making the scrolls relation to the Jubilees more apparent. In many senses one can refer to thistext as
a"Little Genesis' becauseits literary dependence on Genesisis similar to that of the Jubilees
(Fitzmeyer, pg. 4).

When Avigad and Y adin published the fourth scrall, they realized that they could no longer call it the
"Book of Lamech" and so they decided on the title Genesis Apocryphon to avoid any further
commitments to the character of the writing contained in the scroll. Avigad stated that "these stories
are based on the biblical narratives but they also deal with other subjects and details previously
unknown" (Fitzmeyer, pg. 5). An example of thisisin of the story of Joseph and Sarah and their time
in Egypt. In column 20 of the Apocryphon, the time duration of Sarah living with the Pharaoh is
given as two years unlike the bible when a time frame was not given (Y adin, pg. 144). Also, the
purity of Sarah which was in question in the bible is maintained in the Genesis Apocryphon. Sarah
could not have relations with the Pharaoh because the evil spirit that Joseph prayed for to God made
al the men in Egypt impotent. Thus, the purity of Adam descendants were maintained (WAC, pg. 74).

However, not all scholars agreed with this title Apocryphon because as R. Meyers believes, "it
evokes its counterpart, a canonical book, and consequently introduces not the Qumran literature a
slight anachronism.” Y et, even with some criticism, the fourth scroll is known as the Genesis
Apocryphon.

Now that the debate of naming this scroll was over, the task of placing this text into a genre began. It
has already been stated that this text relies heavily on the canonical Genesis, however, this scroll
contains additional details that were obvioudly derived from some non-biblical sources. For instance,
Gn 5.28-29 in the bible is the starting point for the extended narrative for columns 2-5 which are
embellishments of the birth of Noah. Columns 6-17 deals with Noah, the flood, and the division of
the earth between his sons. These lines can once again be compared to the Jubilees chapters 4-9. In
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column 18 and 19 where the narrative has shifted to Abraham. Thistext is the expanded version
corresponds with of Gn 11.27-14. There is an obvious similarity between the working of this section
to the Jubilees. In column 22, aless direct translation can be seen, with the author reverting to the
free reworking of the Genesis story which has been seen in previous columns, yet not returning to the
first person except for conversation itself (Fitzmeyer, pg. 6).

Paraphrase

Frag.1 Col. 1

Y ou should let your anger and tear out (?)... and who is the man who.. the fury of your anger..... and
those who have been destroyed and killed, bereft and... and now | have stopped the prisoners.... the
Great Holy One....dl that he...

Frag.l Col 2:

day of... al...land of... and the evil for...

Frag. 2

...and they were hit from behind...in front of the lord

Col. 1

... and with the sowing....not even the mystery of evil which....the mystery which

Col. 2.[1]

| thought, in my heart, that the conception was the work of the Watchers the pregnancy of the Holy
Ones and that it belonged to the Giantg[2]... and my heart was upset by this... |, Lamech, turned to my

wife Bitenosh and said... Swear to me by the Most High, Great Lord, King of the Universe[3]...the

sons of heavens, that you will truthfully tell me everything, if... You will tell me without lies... Then
Bitenosh, my wife spoke harshly and she cried... and said: Oh my brother and lord! Remember my
pleasure... the time of love, gasping for breath. | will tell you everything truthfully... and then my
heart began to ache... When Bitenosh realized my mood had changed...Then she withheld her anger
and said to me: O my lord and brother! Remember my pleasure. | swear to you by the Great Holy
One, the King of the heavens... That this seed, pregnancy, and planting of fruit comes from you and
not a stranger, Watcher, or son of the heaven... Why is your expression changed and your spirit
saddened... | speak honestly to you... Then I, Lamech, went to my father, Methuselah, and told him
everything so that he would know the truth because he iswell liked... and heisin well with the Holy
Ones and they share everything with him. Methuselah went to Enoch to find the truth... he will. And
he went to Parvaim, where Enoch lived... He said to Enoch: O my father and lord, to whom I... | tell
you! Do not be angry because | came here to you... fear before you...
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Col 3

For in the days of Jared, my father...[4]

Col 5

Enoch...not from the sons of heaven, but from Lamech your son... | now tell you... and | reveal to
you... Go tell your son Lamech... When Methuselah heard this... And with his son Lamech, he
spoke... Now when |, Lamech, heard these things... Which he got out of me

Col 6[5]

| abstained from injustice and in the womb of my mother who conceived me | searched for truth.
When | emerged from my mother's womb, | lived al my days in truth and walked in the path of
eternal truth. And the Holy One was with me... on my pathways truth sped to warn me off the... of lie
which led to darkness.. | braced my loins with the vision of truth and wisdom... paths of violence.
vacat Then, | Noah became a man that clung to truth and seized... | took Amzara, his daughter as my
wife. She conceived and bore me three sons and daughters. | Then took wives from my brother's
family for my sons, and | gave my daughters to my nephews according to the law of the eternal
precept which Most High ordained to the sons of man. vacat And in my days, when according to my
reckoning... ten jubilees had been completed, the time came for my sons to take wives for
themselves... heaven, | saw in avision and was explained and made known the actions of the sons of
heaven and... the heavens. Then | hid this mystery in my heart and explained it to no one. vacat... to
me and agreat and... and in a message of the Holy One... and he spoke to mein avision and he stood
before me... and the message of the Great Holy One called out to me: "To you they say, O' Noah,..."
and | reckoned the whole conduct of the sons of the earth. | knew and explained everything... two
weeks. then the blood which the Giants had spilled... | was at ease and waited until... the holy ones
with the daughters of man... The | Noah, found grace, greatness and for my entire life | have behaved
righteoudly...l, Noah, a man...

Col. 7

God told Noah that he would rule over the earth and the seas and all they encompass. Noah was
overjoyed at the idea

Col. 10

The arc rested upon the mountain of Ararat (Hurarat). Noah atoned for the land and burned incense
on the alter[6].

Col. 11

God makes a covenant with Noah telling him he could no longer eat blood of any kind.
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Col. 12

| placed my bow in the cloud and it became a sign for me in the cloud... the earth... it was revealed to
me in the mountaing[7]... avineyard in the mountains of Ararat... After the flood Noah and his sons

descended from the mountain. They saw the widespread devastation of the earth. After the flood
Noah's children began to have his grandchildren-Sons ands daughters]8]. They then planted the soil
and put avineyard on Mount Lubar that produced wine four years later: On the first day of the fifth
year, there was a feast at which the first wine was drank. Noah gathered his family together and they
went to the alter and thanked god for saving them from the destruction of the flood.

Col 13[9]

...They were cutting gold, silver, stones, and clay and taking some for themselves. | saw the gold and
silver... iron, and they cut down all the trees and took some. | saw the sun, moon, and stars cutting
and taking some for themselves... | turned to see the olive tree and behold, it was rising up and for
many hours... many leaves... appeared in them. | watched the olive tree and the abundance of its
leaves... they tied to it. | was greatly amazed by the tree and its |eaves... the four winds of heaven
were strongly blowing and they were breaking off and smashing the branches of the olive tree. The
westerly wind hit first, knocking off its fruit and |eaves and scattering them everywhere. Then...

Col 14

...Listen and hear! You are the great cedar... standing in front of you in a dream on the mountain
tops... truth. The willow that springs from it and rises high (these are) three sons... And the one that
you did see, the first willow got attached to the stump of the cedar... and the wood from it... will
never separate from you. And among it posterity... will be called... will grow awonderful plant... will
stand forever. And what you saw, the willow caught the stump... the last willow... part of their branch
entered[10] the branch of thefirst tree, two sons... And what you saw, that part of their branch

entered the branch of thefirst tree... | explained to him the mystery...

Col 15

...And that you saw all of them... They will go around, the majority of them will be evil. and what
you saw, that a man came from the south, with asickle in his hand, and bringing fire with him... who
will come from the south of the land... And they will put wickedness on thefire, &;;... And he should

come between... Four angels... between all nations. And they will all worship and be dumbfounded...
| will honestly explain to you. And |, Noah woke up from my sleep and the Sun[11].

Col. 16

Noah divided the land among his decedents.... all the land of the north asfar as... this boundary, the
waters of the Mediterranean.... the Tina River.

Col. 17
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Noah further divided the land West, to Asshur, as far asthe Tigris. He gave Aram land as far asthe
source of.... this Mountain of the Bull, and he crossed it westward as far as.... where the three parts
met.... For Arpachshad[12]... He gave Gomer[13] a part in the northeast t the Tina River.... To Magog

[14]...
Col. 19

I, Abraham built and alter (at Bethel) and called to god, praising him. | then went to the Holy
mountain and to Hebron[15] where he lived for two years. Because there was famine in the land my

family and | traveled to Egypt where grain was plentiful. | went across the branches of the Nile[16] to

enter Egypt, the land of the sons of Ham. | had a dream about a cedar tree and a date-palm tree. When
people came to cut down the cedar tree, the date-palm tree objected, saying that they were grown
from asingle root. The cedar tree was spared. | became fearful of the dream and told it to my wife. |
explained it as it pertained to us telling Sarah that the men will come for her and try to kill me. |
warned Sarah that she must tell everyone that | am her brother so that my life can be spared. She
became scared and did not want to go to Zoan for fear of being seen. Five years later[17], councilors

of the Egyptians court and advisors of the Pharaoh of Zoan[18] came, having heard the words of my

wife. They brought gifts and requested knowledge from me. | read to them from the Book of the
words of Enoch.

Col. 20[19]

The men return to the Pharaoh and describe Sarah's features. beautiful face, supple hair, lovely eyes,
pleasant nose, radiant face[20]. He continued on describing her shapely breasts, perfect hands, and
everything down to her long and delicate fingers. the men compared her to and rated her far higher
than virgins and birds, and all other women alike. Hearing this, and then seeing Sarah, the pharaoh
wanted her and took her for hiswife. Sarah saved me by telling the pharaoh that | was her brother and
that night | and my nephew Lot cried together | prayed to Lord for justice[21]. | wanted the Lord to

raise up against the pharaoh and protect Sarah. God listened and sent an evil spirit to the entire
household that prevented the pharaoh from having sexual relations with Sarah for the two years that
they were together. At the end of the two years, the plagues and afflictions were so great that
magicians and healers were sent for. They were, of course, ineffective, and they all soon |eft.
Hyrcanos went to me pleading for help against the plague because | had been seen in adream. |
agreed to help only when my wife Sarah is returned to me. The pharaoh heard this and confronted
me, himself asking why | lied saying that Sarah was my sister. He agreed to give Sarah back and |
exorcised the evil spirit from the house of the pharaoh. The pharaoh swore to me that he had not
touched Sarah while they were together and gave her gifts of gold, silver, linen, and purple-dyed
clothing. Sarah and | were then led out of Egypt. |, Sarah, Lot, and his wife took our flocks and the
gold and silver | had received[22] and traveled together.

Col. 21

| went to all my old campsites until | reached Bethel, the place where | once built an alter, and then |
built another one and offered up burnt offerings and a cereal offerings to the God Of Most High, and
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invoked the name of the Lord of the Universe there. | praised God's name and blessed god and gave
thanks to Him there for al the flocks and goods and wealth which he has given me, for the good he
has done for me, and because He had returned me to thisland safely.

After this day, Lot left me on the account of our shepherd's behavior. He went to live in the Valley
of Jordan taking all hisflocks with him. And | also added greatly to what he had. he pastured his
flock and kept moving until he reached Sodom[ 23] and bought a house there, while | still lived in the
mountain of Bethel. It bothered me that Lot and | had separated.

God came to me in adream and said to me: Go up to Ramat Hazor[24] which is north of Bethel,

the place you are living now, and look to the east, west, south and to the north. Look at the land
which | am giving you and your descendants forever. The next morning | went up to Ramat Hazor
and looked at the land from that height, from the river of Egypt up to Lebanon and Senir[25], and

from the Great Sea up to Hauran[26], and all the land of Gebel[27] to Qadesh[28], and all the Great
Desert[29], as far as the Euphrates and he said to me: | shall give al thisland to your descendants,

and they will inherit it forever. | will multiply your descendants like the dust of the earth that none
can count. Y our descendants will be numberless. Arise, walk about, go "see how long and how wide
itis, for | will giveit to you and to your descendants after you, forever.

Then |, Abraham, went out traveling in a circuit to survey the land. | began the circuit at the Gihion
River[30], | went along the Mediterranean Sea until | reached the Mountain of the Bull[31]. | circled

from the coast of this great river saltwater sea, skirting the Mount of the Bull, and continued eastward
through the breadth of the and until | came to the Euphratesriver. | traveled along the Euphrates until
| reached the red seain the east, whence | followed the coast of the Red Sea until | came to the
branch of the Reed Sea[ 32], jutting out from the Red Sea. From there | completed the circuit, moving
southward to arrive at Gihon River. Then | returned home safely and found all is well with my men.
Then | went and settled next to the oaks of Mamre[33], which is northeast of Hebron. There | built an
alter and offered up burnt offering and a cereal offering to the God Most High. | ate and drank there, |
and all the men of my household, and invited Mamre, Arnem, and Eshkol, three Amorite brothers and
my friends. They ate and drank together with me. Prior to those days Chedorlaomer, the king of
Elam, Amraphel, the king of Babylon, Arioch, the king of Cappadocial 34|, and Tidal, the king of
Goiim[35], which lies between the two rivers had come. They had waged war on Bera, the king of
Sodom, Birsha, the king of Gomorrah, Shinab, the king of Admah, Shemiabad, the king of Zeboiim,
and the king of Bela. All these formed an alliance to do battle in the Valley of Siddim. Now the king
of Elam, and the kings with him proved to be stronger than the king of Sodom and imposed tribute
upon them. Over twelve years they continued paying their tribute to the king of Elam, but in the
thirteenth they rebelled against him. Thus the fourteenth year the king of Elam sallied forth with all
his allies, and they ascended by the way of the desert[36]. They smote and plundered beginning from
the Euphrates. They kept on smiting-smiting the Rephaim who were in the Asteroth- Kernaim[37],
the Zumzammin who were Amman, the Emim[38] who were in Shaveh- hakerioth, and the Horites

who were in the mountain of Gebal-until they reached El- Paran, in the desert. They returned...in
Hazazon-tamar[39]. The king of Sodom went out to meet him, together with the king of Gomorrah,
Admah, Zeboiim and the king of Bela. They engaged in battle in the valley of Siddim against
Chedorlaomer, and alies that were with him. The king of Sodom was defeated and put to flight while
the king of Gomorrah fell into the pits... The king Elam plundered all the property of Sodom and of
Gomorrah and they captured Lot.

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/ StudTxts/1Q20.html (6 of 8)2006-08-01 12:14:29



Faulk and Scott: Genesis Apocryphon: 1Q20

Footnotes

[1] The columns numbers differ between sources. Thisis because recent research has shown that the
1Q20 fragments comprise column 1 and 2 but are not after included with this work.

[2] Lamech believes that his wife Bitenosh has been with fallen angels called Watchers or Nephilim.
He fears his child may be a Giant because of this union with the Watcher.

[3] Most High, Great Lord, King of the Universe are all referring to God; the names make God
appear even more powerful and mighty.

[4] This column contains the beginning of Enoch's reply to Methuselah. He starts talking about how
in the days of Jared, angels descended to take human wives.

[5] There are very few sources where this column's context is explained. Many sources attempt to
hypothesize what the text is trying to get across but an agreement has yet to be established. The main
thrust of thistext isthat Noah, after being born with the gift of knowing the truth, lived hislife
righteously, married, and married his children off. Finally this passage ends with Noah having a
vision.

[6] These are the activities that occur immediately after the flood.

[7] Mountain of Ararat

[8] Noah's grandsons were Arpachsad, Gomer, Magog, Madai, Y avan, Tubal, Mosok, and Tiras.
Others were born, as well as granddaughters, but their names are not mentioned.

[9] This column is not found in many sources and no explanations are given beyond the text. It is
unclear who "they" and the significance of the olive tree. Columns 14 and 15 also have no further
explanation.

[10] Part of the branch possibly got entangled with

[11] This passage presents the idea that Noah had been dreaming in columns 13,14,15 after he came
down from the mountain.

[12] Noah's firstborn grandson.

[13] Son of Japhet.

[14] Another son of Japhet.

[15] Inthe bible it only states that Abraham set out, continuing on his way to Negeb with no mention
of Hebron. Hebron is atown older than any other in the country- approximately 2300 years old.

[16] Carmon is the branch mentioned but it is controversial whether the translation from Greek gives
an actual branch of the Nile or not.

[17] Aswith al Biblical writings, the mention of time periodsis controversial. five yearsisnot an
exact time period.

[18] Zoan isthe old Testament name for Tanis, atown in Egypt.

[19] The descriptions of Sarah's beauty provide many details that writers of the scroll believed were
locking in the Old Testament.

[20] This can be literally taken as "all the bloom" of her face. It suggests Sarah's god given beauty
that cannot be taken away.

[21] Biblical accounts do not include Abraham's praying to God.

[22] Thisisactually interpreted incorrectly. The gifts were given to Sarah by the Pharaoh, and
Abraham's wealth was independent of these gifts.

[23] located in the Jordan Valley but unfortunately, no other information is given.

[24] it isthe highest spot in the mountains of Judea, which gives Abraham an unique view of the land.
[25] Mt. Hermon which is the southern tip of the Anti-L ebanon range.

[26] it isabroad, high plateau that is southeast of Mt. Hermon..
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[27] it isthe land south of the Dead Sea.

[28] associated with the Gebel, it is southeast of the Dead Sea.

[29] the desert between Egypt and Palestine.

[30] it is associated with the Nile River and it is undoubtedly the same as the "River of Egypt".
[31] it is part of the Taurus mountain range called Mount Amanus, situated north of Alexandretta.
[32] Tongue-shaped gulf of the Suez.

[33] Are oak trees belonging to Mamre, the Amorite that is later mentioned in this text. Abraham
settles near the oak of Ogyges.

[34] kingdom located in Asia Minar.

[35] A place in the Mesopotamia.

[36] Syrian Desert.

[37] Ashteroh is found east of Jordan.

[38] Inhabitant of the ancient land of Moab.

[39] Situated somewhere in the southern area of the Dead Sea.
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Dead Sea Scrolls -- Enoch

Enoch

Hanokh

Fragment A height 17.5cm (6 7/8in.), length 17.5 cm (6 7/8 in.)
Fragment B height 6.4 cm (2 1/2in.), length 6.9 cm (2 11/16in.)

4QR01(En ara)

Par chnent

Copi ed ca. 200-150 B.C E

Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (11)

One of the most important apocryphic works of the Second Temple Period is Enoch. According to
the biblical narrative (Genesis 5:21-24), Enoch lived only 365 years (far less than the other patriarchs
in the period before the Flood). Enoch "walked with God; then he was no more for God took him."

The original language of most of thiswork was, in al likelihood, Aramaic (an early Semitic
language). Although the original version was lost in antiquity, portions of a Greek trandlation were
discovered in Egypt and quotations were known from the Church Fathers. The discovery of the texts
from Qumran Cave 4 has finally provided parts of the Aramaic original. In the fragment exhibited
here, humankind is called on to observe how unchanging nature follows God's will.

The Book of Enoch is a pseudoepigraphal work (awork that claimsto be by abiblical character).
The Book of Enoch was not included in either the Hebrew or most Christian biblical canons, but
could have been considered a sacred text by the sectarians. The original Aramaic version was lost
until the Dead Sea fragements were discovered.

Reference
Milik, Jazef. T., ed. The Books of Enoch: Aramaic Fragments of Qumran Cave 4 (Oxford,
1976) Printed book. General Collections, Library of Congress.

English Translation of Enoch (Hanokh)
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4QR01(En ara)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (11)

Enal ii

12. ...But you have changed your works,
13. [and have not done according to his command,
and tran] sgressed against him (and have spoken)
haughty and harsh words, wi th your i npure nouths,
14. [against his majesty, for your heart is hard].

You wi Il have no peace.
Ena | iii
13. [They (the leaders) and all ... of themtook

for thensel ves]
14. wves fromall that they chose and
[they began to cohabit with themand to defile
t hensel ves with then;
15. and to teach them sorcery and [spells and
the cutting of roots; and to acquai nt them
Wi th herbs.]
16. And they becone pregnant by them and
bo[re (great) giants three thousand cubits high ...]

Transcription by J. T. Milik, amended by J. C. Greenfield; trandlation by J. C. Greenfield

. Return the Enoch Scroll to The Qumran Library
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On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study: Old Testament Pseudwpigrapha

On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study

Old Testament Pseudepigrapha

Note: If.an itemis greyed it means that | have not yet found an on-line version, but | am still
l[ooking. 1T you know of one, or are willing to produce one, please contatct me.

Apocalypse of Abraham(TAb)
Testament of Abraham(TAD)
The Eirst.Book of Adam and EveNote that for this as well as the following text, you may have to set your
browser to override document colors, sincethe last time | looked it was black text on black background
The Second Book of Adam and Eve
Testament of Adam
Greek frg from the On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Life of Adam and Eve, electronic edition (Anderson & Stone). Others include:

The Slavonic version, which is called The Life of Adam and Eve, the Latin, referred to as Vita Adae et
Evae, and the Greek version is known as The Apocalypse of Moses

Ahigar (the story)
Letter of AristeasExerpt from the same with some introductory comments
Aristeas the Exegete

Greek frg from the On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Aristobulus

Greek from the On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Artapanus

Greek in preparaton by the On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Sory of Asenath
2 (Syriac Apocalypse of) Baruch
3 (Greek Apocalypse of) Baruch
4 Baruch see Paraleipomena Jeremiou
Caveof Treasures

Cleodemus Malchus
Greek fromthe On-line Critical ‘Pseudepigrapha
Apocalypse of Daniel
Demetrius (the chronographer)
Eldad and Modad a-discussion of quetations includes existing fragments
Greek frg from the On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Apocalypse-of Elijah
Hebrew Apocalypse of Elijah
1 (Ethiopic Apocalypse of) Enoch From Charles APOT
for.another translation, see 1 Enach.
For a brief discussion of 1 Enoch see "The Enoch Literature" by James C. Vander Kam.
2 (Savonic Apocalypse of) Enoch.
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http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/1007.htm
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On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study: Old Testament Pseudwpigrapha

The Book of Giants, from the Dead Sea Scrolls, may be part of-of the Enoch tradition (See VanderKam's
article, linked above).
3 (Hebrew Apocal ypse of) Enoch
Eupolemus

Greek fromthe On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Pseudo-Eupolemus

Greek fromthe On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Apocryphon of Ezekiel

Greek fromthe On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Apocalypse of Ezekiel
Ezekiel the Tragedian

Greek from the On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha
Greek Apocalypse of Ezra

Questions of Ezra
Revel ation of -Ezra
Vision of Ezra

Hecataeus of Abdera
Pseudo-Hecataeus
Testament of Hezekiah = 3:13-5:1 of the Ascension of |saiah
Fragments of Historical Works
Testament of Jsaac
Ascension of Isaiah
Martyrdom of Isaiah
Vision of |saiah = chs 6-11 of the Ascension of |saiah
LLadder of Jacob
Prayer of Jacob
Testament-of Jacob
Jannes and Jambres
Paraleipomena Jeremiou =4 Barueh
The samein Greek
Testament of Job
History. of Joseph
Prayer of Joseph
Jubilees
Lost Tribes
5 Maccabees
Syriae-Menander
Apocalypse of Moses: see Life of Adam and Eve, above
Assumption of Moses
Prayer of Moses
Testament of Moses see Assumption of Moses
Book of Noah
Pseudo-Or pheus
Phile the Epic Poet
Pseudo-Philo
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http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/rs/rak/publics/pseudepig/ParJer-Eng.html
http://www.uwo.ca/kings/ocp/index-4Bar.html
http://wesley.nnu.edu/biblical_studies/noncanon/ot/pseudo/test-job.htm
http://www.uoregon.edu/~dfalk/courses/dssbible/jubilees.htm
http://www.piney.com/Testament-Moses.html
http://www.uoregon.edu/%7Edfalk/courses/dssbible/noah.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/bap/index.htm

On-Line Texts Related to Biblical Study: Old Testament Pseudwpigrapha

Pseudo=Phocylides
Livesof the Prophets
Five Apocryphal Syriac Psalms

History of the Rechabites
Greek from the On-line Critical Pseudepigrapha

An Anonymous Samaritan Text
Hellenistic Synagogal Prayers
Apocalypse of Sedrach

Treatise of Shem
Shbylline Oracles

Odesof Solomon
Psalms of Solomon
Testament of Solomon

Thallus
Theodotus

Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
Testament of Reuben
Testament of Smeon
Testament of Levi
Testament of Judah
Testament of Issachar
Testament. of Zebulun
Testament of Dan
Testament of Naphtali
Testament of Gad
Testament of Asher
Testament of Joseph
Testament of Benjamin

Apocalypse of Zephaniah

Apocalypse of Zosimus

The Revelation.of Esdras s listed under Christian Apocalypses

The Apocalypse of Adam is located with the Nag Hammadi collection
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It is fair to say that the patriarch Enoch was as well known te the ancienits as he is obscure to
modernBible reaclefs. Besides giving his age (365 years); the book of Genésis says of him . .

-anly that he- "walked with'God " and afterward "he was not, because:God had taken him" (Gen
2 B 24) This exalted way of life and mysterlous demise made Enoghiinto a figure of :
. oonsrderable fascination, and.a cycle of Iegends grew,up around him. '

* Many of the Iegends about Enoch were c'ollected'already in ancient times in several long
anthologies. The most |mportant suich anthoJogy, and the oldest, is known S|mply asThe Book’
. of Enoeh, comprising over one hundred chapters. It still survives in its entirety (although only . ' u

S irthe Ethiopic language) andformsan|mp_ortantsourceforthethodghtonudalsmmtheJast

" few centuries B.CE. Significantly, the remnants of SeVeral almost complete copies aof The 2
Book of Enoch iriAramaic were faund among th,e Dead Sea’Scrolls; and'itis cLear that whoever : .
. collected the scrolls conS|dered it a vitally impostant text. All but oné of the five major ~ .-.. . ®
« components of the EtthpIC anthology have turned up amang the scrolls. Butevenrmore -
intriguing is the fact that additional, prewously ‘unknown or little: known texts about Enoch- -
* were.discovered at Qumran. The most |mporta_nt of these is The Book-of Giants.
Epoch lived before the Flood, during a time when the warld, in ancient imagination, was very *
different. Hurharibeings lived much longer; for one'thing; Enoch's son Methuselah, for
instance, attained the age 0f969 years. Another difference was that arfgels and hugians ~ ~,.
-interacted frgely -- sofreely, in fact that some of the angels begotohtldren with-human' "
~ females. This fact is neutrally reported in Genesis (6:1-4), but other stories view this eplsode
. as the source of the corruption that made the punlshtng flood.necessary. According to The *
Bgok of Enoch, the mingling of angeél and human was actyally the idea of Shernihaza, the *
. leaderofthe eVii angels, who lured 200 others to cohabit with women. The offspriryg of theS'e :
unnatural unions were giants 450 feet high. The wicked angels-and the giants began to
, oppress the human populationgnd to teach them to do evil. For thls reason God deterfiined to_ L

: i imprison the angels until the final Judgment and todestroy the earth with a flood. Enoch's_
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- -~ effortsto mtercede W|th heaven for the faIIen angels were unsuccessful (1 Enooh 6 16)

Y

" ; i - L]

. The Book of Glants retel'ls part of thlsstory and eluaborates onthe epr0|ts of the glants S
. especially the two children-of Shemihaza, Ohya and Hahya, Since no complete manuscript
exists of Giants, its exact contents and their order remain a matter of guesswork. Most of the .
cqntent of the present fragments concerns the giants' ominous dreams and Enoch's efforts to -
. mterpret them and to intercede with God on the giants' behalf Unfortunately little remalns of

the independent ddyentures of the glants butitis likely that these taleSwere at Ieast \

partlaIIy derived.from ancient Near Eastern mythology. ’fhus the name of one of the giants is*

Gilgamesh, the Babylonian hero and sdhj_ect of agreatepic written.in the third mlllennlum BC.

1 A summarystatement of the descent of the chked angels brtnglng both knowledge.and -

havoc Compare Genesrs 6. 1 2,4, " T e " : P .
1Q23Frag.9+14+152[ ... ]‘thei/ knew the'secrets of [...] 3[...si]n was great inthie earth R
4 .~ )and they killed manY [..]5[...they begatlglants [oa]s " '

- -

¥ @ . - o, N ¥ @
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-

40531 Fray 32[... everything that the] earth produced [ ..][...] the great fishi [ - ] 14[+..] the

 The angels exploit the friiifuliess of the earth.” » W o

" skywithallthatgrew[...]15[... fruit offthe earth ahd all kinds.of grainandallthetrees[...] -
-~ 46[ 2l beasts and reptlles .[al]l creeping: thlngs of the earth and they observed all [...]I8

.[ eve]ry harsh d'eed and[...]Jutterance [ 19[.. ] male and female, anpl amorng humans :

1.

-

: The two hundged angels choose anlmals onwhich to perform unnatural acts, moludmg

presumably humans.

1Q23 Frad. 1+ 6 [ ... two hundred] 2donkeys,htwo:hundred-asses,-two hundred. .. rams of th'e]-

- 3flock, two hundred goats; two hundred [ ... beast of the] 4field from every animal, from every

[bi_rd o ..]5[.. .. ]for miscegénatipn =0T,

= - & e '_. ® -

3 =3 The outcome of the.demonic corruption was vrolence ,oerversron anda brood of monstrous

" 40531 Frag. 2 B . ]they defiled[ 12[ ., they beg'ot]giants and moneters[ A13[...1they ~

bemgs Compare Genesis 6:4.

2N o #a 1 0 - : TR ] < L e #a o i

»

: begot and,behold, all [the earth Was corfupteds..]4][ " ]Wlth its.blood and iy the hand of &2 "uv a

“many[ “17E.. 18l ]themonstersattack_edtt

s ]5[g|ants] which did notsufflcefor—themand[ 6L . ]and theywere seeklng ) devour

*

- S [} .
™ = - "2

ZbSBéCoI.ZEr_a_gs. "-62[...]flesh].. ]3a|[ ]monstérs[ ]Will_be__[...']4[...']'th'eywould'

ariseT...] lacking in true knowledge [ ... }because [ ...] 5[. . Jthe.earth [grew corrupt .« :] - .
mighty[...]6[...]theyweretonsidering[ ] 7[...]from the angels upon,[.. ]8[ K]inthe **

‘énd itwill péfishand die[...]9[.+.] they caused great cOrruptlon iftthe [earth...][.. . this-did

- not] suffiee-to [ .]"they will be .

The giants begin to be troubled by a series of dreams and.visions. Mahway, the titan son of the

i angel Barakel, reports the firstof these.dreams to his fellow giants. He sees a tablet bemg

immersed in water. When it emerges all but—three hames have been washed away: The dream. -

i evrdently symbollzes the destructron ofall but Noah and his sons‘by the Flood. -

; ‘The‘giantvgoes tothe othersand-the;}disousé tﬁe dream. ‘ L b~ S

] L]

2Q26[...]theydrenchedthetabletmthewa[ter ]2[ ]thewaterswentupoverthe. : et
[tablet...]3[., ]theyin‘tedodtthetabTetfrOm'thewaterof[ Jo T SR Y

: 4Q530 Frag. 7[.. this VISIOI’I] is for cursing and sorrew. I am the one who confessed 2[ ] the

into the gatherlng of the glants 8[ ]

whole group of thé qastawaysthat | shallgoto[...]3[.y.the splrlts of the glJain complalnlng
about their kilers and crying out4[ . ..] that we shall die together and.be made anend of [ ...’
much and I will be sleeping, and bread 6[:..]for my dwelling; the visiomnand also [ , ] entere_d :

. 608J. ..]Ohya and he said toMahwayT. . ] 2[ ... ]without téembling. Who showed yau all thié
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finished telllng what [he. had seen. ] 5[ sai,d] to him, Now I have heard wonders! If e barren S
" woman glves blrth [...] Stk - )

5 -
] = - o N ¥ @
" ¥

- = 4Q530Frag. 4 3[: Therelupon Ohya saidto Ha[hya ]4[ .to be destroyed] from upon the earth .
= _and[ 1 5F:.. ithe ea]rth When 6[ ]theywept before [thegiants..s] * * iz B i Vi

4Q53O Frag. 73[.. ]yOUr strength[ ]4[ ]5T'hereupon Ohya [said] to Hahya [ .- ] Then he-
= answered, Itis not for 6us, but for Azaiel, for he'did [ . the.children of] angels Tare the glants ;
- and they would not let all their poved ones] be neglected A we have] not been cast down;
youhavestrength'[ o e 4R R e
The grants ICE G the futrlrtypf frghtmg agarnst the forces of heaven The flrstspeaker may he *
.Gllgamesh B - —
. 40531 Frag. 1,3[ ...1am a] giant, and by the mighty strength-ef my arm and my own great
strength 4[ .. .any]Jone mortal, and 'have made war agaiast them; butlamnot|.. ]ableto
- stand against them, for my opponents of.. .] reside in [Heav]en, and they dwell in the holy =~
places. And.not 7[ ... they] are strongerthan .8[...] of the wild beast has come and the wild * -+
... man they call [me]. § = - . ae o " -

- . Lo - -

9[...]Then Ohya sald to him, |, have beentorced to have a dream [ ] the sIeep of my eyes

By [vanished], toIetmeseeavrswn Novvl-knovvthaton[ 111-12[ . ]Grlgamesh[_ F, ST e i

x * Ohya's dream vision is'of a tree thatrs uprootedexce;at forthree of its roots the vrsron s i
/m,oort IS thesame as that of the first dream s i :

; 608 F‘rag 21threeof itsroots [ . =] [while] | was [Watchlng ] there camef... they moved the
Toots |nto] 3this gartien, all of them, and not[:..] : o .

-

: Ohya tries to avord the rmplréatrons of‘ thé visions. Above he stated that it referred only to the
demon Azazer here he suggests that the destructlon isfor the earthry rulers alone. . :

' 4Q530 Col. 2 1concerns the death ot our souls Fae ] and aII h|s comrades [and Oh]ya toId thein
- whatGllgamesh said to him 2[ ]anditwassaid[..,]"' concernlng[ . ] the leader has
cursed the potentates 3and the giantsw_ere glad at his Words .Then he turned and left[*..] =

ES
1
L}

S More dreams afflict the giants. The details of this vision are obscure but it bodes ill for the
=~.~ glants. The dreamers speak frrst to the monsters then to the giants:" :

=, Thereupon two of them had dreams 4andthe sleep 0] # the|r eye, fled from them and they arose. . =
. and,came to[.. andtald] theirdreams; and sald in the,assembly of [their comrades] the -
monsters’6[ ... In] my dream | was watching this very night 7[and there was a'garden . 7]
gardeners and they were Waterlng 8[...two hundred tregs and] Iarge shoots came out of
- their root 9[...]all thewater, and the fire burned all 10[the garden N They found the giants
to tell.them 11[the'dgeam A % W & ia

T‘ g L
_Someone suggests that Enoch be 'found to in'terpr'et the vision.
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[ to Enoch] the noted scrlbe and he will |nterpret for us 12the dream. Thereupon his fellow
) Ohya declared and said to the giants, 131 too had-a dream this night, 0 giants,and, behold, the -
Ruler of Heaven came down to garth 14...] and such is the end of the dream. [Thereupon}all - .
th e giants [and monsters! grew afraid 15and called Mahway. He.came to them andthe giants o

“ : pleaded with him and sent him to Enoch 16[the noted sgribe]. They said to him,Go[...]teyou ~

.. - that 17[...] you have heard his veice. And he sdid te him, He will[.."ahd] interpretthe dreams °
[...]Col-33[...] how long'theé giants have to live.[...] s :

N e, s - .
& - L n - [}

; After a cosmic journey_ Mahwa y/ COmes to Enoch and /_:nakeg his request. ' : i

; M -
L] L : L]

= . =
[l
- a =

Ficahe mounted up inthe alr] 4like strong vvlnds and flew.with his hands like ea[gles ‘he

- leftbehind] 5the inhabited world and passed over Desolatlon the great desert][ ...] 6and

Enoch saw him and hailed him, and Mahway saiid to him]... ].7h|ther andthjther a'second tlme :
to Mahway [ .::The giants awaig 8your words, and all the monsters of the earth. If[ ...] has ;
been.carried[..:] 9fromthe days of[ Jtheir[.. ]and they will be added [-..]10[,. Jwe

_Would know from you thelr meanlng [ 1. .. two hundred tr]ees_that from heaven [came
down g ? ; _ ; i

Er]och se'nds' back a tablet with its §rim message of judgment, but With hope for repentante.

4Q530 Frag. 2 The scribe [E'n_och'. ..T2[.:.13a copy of the second tablet that [Epoch] seint s iy
. 4in the very handwriting of Enock the noted scribe | .. . Inthe-name of God the great] 5and holy . '

27 e, to Shemihazaand all [his companions ;. .] 6tetit beknown to you that not [ ...] 7and the

D redlstnbutrng retransmlttlng or repurposmg of any: copynght protected material.
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* things you have done, and that your wives [ . -] 8they and their sons'and the wives of [their ® §

sons...] 9by your Ilcentlousness on the earth, and tHere Has been updriyou [ and‘the_land. 1, SR
. is crying out] *0and: complalnlng aboutyou and the deeds of your children [ "7} Litheharm .. . . =

. thatyou have done to it. [ .. -] 12until Raphael. arrlves behald, destruction [is coming, agreat

flood, and'it will destroy all-living things] 13and Whatever is in the deserts'and the seas: And-

* the.meaning of the matter [ ] 14upon you.for evil. But now, loosen the bonds bi[nding you to :
- evil..]I5and pray. s o o UEER :

..

e . T £ .

A fragment appa‘rently detailing a,vi_sion th'at Enoch saw.

Ew

-4Q531 Frag. 78f ., great fear] selzed 'me and | fell on my: face I heardhls voice. [ 14]. ] he
dwelt among.human belngs but he dld not learnfromthem[:..]..
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THE ENOCH LITERATURE

James C. VanderKam
University of Notre Dame

[James VanderKam is Professor of Hebrew Scriptures at the University of Notre Dame. He has also
taught at North Carolina State University. He is an expert on the Enoch literature and the world's
formost living authority on the book of Jubilees. His publications include _Textual and Historical
Studies in the Book of Jubilees (1977), Enoch and the Growth of an Apocalyptic Tradition_
(1984), and critical editions of the the Ethiopic text of Jubilees (1989) and the Hebrew M SS of
Jubilees from Qumran (1995).--JRD]

This paper will treat 1-2 Enoch, with primary emphasis falling on the earlier and more familiar 1
Enoch. The first part covers some introductory issues about both books, while the second presents
thematic matters that arise in both books but that are presented here especially in connection with 1
Enoch.

|. Introductory points

A. 1 Enoch: 1 Enoch, preserved in afull, 108-chapter form in Ethiopic, consists of five parts and one
appended chapter. It originated in Aramaic (perhaps Hebrew for chaps. 37-71), was trandated into
Greek, and from Greek into Ethiopic. Some have argued that there was no intermediate Greek level
between the Aramaic and the Ethiopic, but this seems less likely. The five booklets that comprise the
book range in date from perhaps before 200 BCE to the end of the first century BCE or possibly
somewhat later. 1. Chaps. 1-36 The Book of the Watchers may date from the third century BCE.
Parts of its text have been identified on several copies from Qumran cave 4; the earliest fragmentary
manuscript (4QEnocha) dates, according to the editor J.T. Milk, to between 200 and 150 BCE. All
Qumran copies are in the Aramaic language. This section may be subdivided into several sections:

1-5 atheophany followed by an eschatological admonition

6-11 the angel story (stories)

12-16 Enoch and the failed petition of the angels who descended

17-19 Enoch'sfirst journey

20-36 Enoch's second journey (chap. 20 isalist of angels who are connected with the journeys)

2. Chaps. 37-71 The Book of Parables (or the Similitudes of Enoch) may have been composed in the
late first century BCE; a number of scholars prefer to place it in the first or even the second century
CE. Milik assignsit to the late third century CE. No fragments of these chapters have been found at
Qumran, and some think their original language was Hebrew, not Aramaic. A feature of chaps. 37-71
is the frequent reference to a person who is called "the righteous one", "the chosen one", "the
messiah”, and "the son of man" (for thislast title three different formulations are used); at the end of
the section (chap. 71) Enoch isidentified as that son of man who functions as the eschatol ogical
judge, ajudge who reverses the fortunes of his oppressed people and of their oppressors who are
termed "the kings and the mighty". Naturally, comparisons have been made between this son of man
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and Jesus's self-portrait as son of man in the gospels, especially in Matthew.

3. Chaps. 72-82 The Astronomical Book, like the Book of Watchers, may date from the third century
BCE; the oldest copy of it seemsto have been made not long after 200 BCE. Sizable portions of the
text are preserved on four copies, written in Aramaic, from Qumran cave 4. The Aramaic original
appears to have been much different and much longer than the Ethiopic text, adding far more
astronomical details. The work explains the structure of the universe by describing the course of the
sun in a 364-day year and of the moon in a 354-day year. The same two years (solar and lunar) with
the same numbers of days are combined and correlated in a number of the calendrical documents
found among the Dead Sea Scrolls. The sun and moon pass through gates at the eastern and western
sides of the heavens. Other sections of the booklet speak about the stars and winds and other related
topics. All of the created order is under angelic and ulitimately under divine control.

4. Chaps. 83-90 The Book of Dreamsis also represented on Aramaic copies from Qumran cave 4.
The chapters consist of two dream visions given to Enoch. Chaps. 83-84 tell about his vision of the
coming flood, while 85-90 contain the Animal Apocalypse. The latter presents biblical history from
Adam and Eve to Maccabean times, shortly after which the end isto come. The recognizable
historical allusions at the end of the apocalypse (before the actual predictions begin) suggest that it
was written in the late 160's BCE. The charactersin biblical history are not named but are represented
as various kinds of animals. Israel isaflock of sheep and God isthe Lord of the sheep. After atime
in which Isragl is misruled by 70 shepherds (= angels; the time of their dominion stretches from
before the Babylonian exile to the end of history), the final judgment comes. A messiah plays a
modest role in the eschatological events (90:37-38).

5. Chaps. 91-107 The Epistle of Enoch, a hortatory work parts of which are preserved in Aramaic,
may date to atime just before the Maccabean period (perhaps about 170). One reason for making this
claim isthat the author of the Apocalypse of Weeks, arevelation now found in reverse formin 93:1-
10 (the first seven weeks) and 91:11-17 (the last three weeks and beyond; the correct order is found
in an Aramaic copy), shows no awareness of the anti-Jewish decrees of Antiochus IV and the
Maccabean-led response. The apocalypse divides al of biblical history and beyond into apparently
uneven units of time called weeks; the most significant events usually happen on the weekends. The
author livesin the seventh week, and the judgment begins in the eighth. After the judgment is
completed in the tenth week, there are many, unnumbered weeks to come. Much of the remainder of
the Epistle offers commands for the righteous and the wicked. Chaps. 106-107 tell aremarkable story
about the birth of the extraordinarily precocious Noah.

6. Chap. 108 None of the early versions of 1 Enoch contains this chapter which may be a much later
addition.

Among the many Dead Sea Scrollsisawork called the Book of Giants which isalso closely tied to
the person of Enoch and is based on the story about the angels who sinned. The giants are their
overgrown offspring. Milik believes that the Book of Giants once occupied the second position in an
Enochic pentateuch, the position now held by the Book of Parables; it was later replaced by the Book
of Parables. There appears to be no concrete evidence in support of hisview, although he does think
that the Book of Giants was copied after the Book of Watchers on one of the cave 4 manuscripts..
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B. 2 Enoch: The book has survived only in Old Slavonic, with two recensions attested in the
manuscripts. It does appear to contain Jewish material and is thought by some scholars to have been
written in Hebrew, trandlated into Greek, and from Greek into Old Slavonic. Others maintain that the
author wrote it in Greek. The following are the principal divisionsin this rather unfamiliar text (using
the 73-chapter arrangement of the modern translations, not the 23 of the Slavonic manuscripts):

1. 1-20 Enoch's autobiographical account of his journey through the seven heavens

2. 21-23 Enoch's appearance before the Lord and his transformation into one who is like the glorious
ones

3. 24-32 The Lord's teachings to Enoch about the creation of the world

4. 33-38 The Lord's instructions to Enoch regarding what he is to do when he travelsto the earth to
teach his children and distribute his books; and regarding the future of the earth, salvation, etc.

5. 39-66 Enoch's instructions to his sons and the elders while he is on earth for 30 days

6. 67-70 A third-person account of Enoch's final removal and the priestly functions of Methuselah
and of his grandson Nir

7. 71-73 A story about Melechizedek, the son born posthumously to Sothonim, Nir's virgin wife.

In dealing with 2 Enoch, it isimportant to take note of the summary words that F.I. Andersen, who
transated 2 Enoch for The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, has written: "In every respect 2 Enoch
remains an enigma. So long as the date and location remain unknown, no use can be made of it for
historical purposes. The present writer isinclined to place the book-or at least its origina nucleus-
early rather than late; and in a Jewish rather than a Christian community. But by the very marginal if
not deviant character of their beliefs, its users could have been gentile converts to moral monotheism
based on belief in the antediluvian God of the Bible as Creator, but not as the God of Abraham or
Moses." (OTP 1.97) While a date of approximately 100 CE is sometimes given for it, thisremains
quite uncertain; in fact, J.T. Milik has argued that it was written by a Christian monk in the ninth or
tenth century CE.

At least afew propositions command widespread agreement: the shorter is the more original of the
two Slavonic recensions (although Andersen points to passages where this may not be the case [OTP
1.92-94]); the book has a strong mystical element that has connections with Jewish mystical
traditions (e.g., with 3 Enoch [Enoch as Metatron, merkavah traditions]); that the creation (both the
process and the result of it) is acentral theme; and that the book, in addition to the name of its
protagonist, shares major themes with the earlier Enochic texts (e.g., the story about the angels who
descended and sinned with women, the revelatory role of the angel Uriel [Vrevoil in 2 Enoch], asolar
calendar [though with differing numbers of days]). There is an exceptionally large amount of space
devoted to cosmological subjects, while there appears to be no interest in history.

I1. Thematic points (especially for 1 Enoch)

A. The angd story: A (if not the) dominant theme in 1 Enoch-one that also appearsin 2 Enoch-isthe
story about angels who descended to earth, married women, and produced gigantic offspring and
untold trouble. The story surfacesin 1 Enoch 6-11. It takes its framework from Gen 6:1-4, a
paragraph that is the sequel to the genealogies of Genesis 5 and an introduction to the flood account
in Genesis 6-8. The story about the angels seems intended to deal with an obvious mystery that the
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inquiring reader of Genesiswould like to know: was God justified in sending the universally
destructive flood. After all, Genesis says that before the flood Eve and Adam sinned by eating
forbidden fruit and Cain killed Abel; also Lamech had killed someone. But was this enough to justify
the flood that eliminated every person and animal except those who were on the ark? How did evil
grow so rapidly and monstrously that the narrator could write: "every inclination of the thoughts of
their hearts was only evil continually" (Gen 6:5); and "the earth was corrupt, for all flesh had
corrupted its ways upon the earth” (6:12)? Gen 6:1-4 isa highly cryptic, puzzling passage that stands
just before the references (quoted above) to the great evil which preceded and caused the flood.
Presumably ancient expositors wondered what these four verses meant. Did they hold the answer to
why the flood was sent?

A common exegetical move in antiquity was to understand the words "the sons of God" in Gen 6:1, 2,
4 as angels (compare Job 38:7). These sons of God/angels married women, and their offspring were
apparently the "heroes of old, warriors of renown" mentioned inv. 4. Thetermsin this verse were
interpreted to mean giants (the term appears already in the Septuagint at v. 4 [twice]). The children of
the angel sswomen marriages were giants, and they, according to 1 Enoch, devoured all food and
caused terrifying violence on the earth.

Devorah Dimant, whose unpublished dissertation offers the most detailed study of this story, thinks
there are three versions of it in 1 Enoch 6-11:

1. Version 1: Angels descend from heaven, defile themselves with women, and father giants from
them; these giants become the source of great evil and violence (Shemihazah is the |eader of the
angels).

2. Version 2: Angels sin by teaching forbidden secrets to humanity and in this way cause people to
sin.

3. Version 3: The angel Asael corrupts humanity by his teachings.

Interesting problems arise when one tries to connect these versions of the angel story with the flood.
The first one seems to have no connection with the punishment brought by the flood because in this
story one of the guilty parties-the giants-eliminate themselves in a battle of mutual destruction and
thus are dead before the flood. The other guilty party-the angels-are immortal and could not be killed
by the flood; hence, they were bound in the depths of the earth until the final judgment.The other two
versions explain how people became guilty as aresult of forbidden angelic teachings and thus were
punished by the flood.

These stories seem bizarre, but in one form or another they are attested in Jewish sources (e.g.,
Jubilees, several of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Josephus, 2 Enoch) and Christian texts (2 Peter, Jude,
several Christian writers from the first centuries CE such as Tertullian). Could these stories, or at
least one of them, be what the writer of Gen 6:1-4 meant? Why should such stories have been popular
for centuries? Do they provide a convincing explanation for something that the present biblical text
fails to do? One statement may safely be made: the story provided powerful sermonic material by
picturing an egregious example of evil and how God responded to it. In 1 Enoch the flood is called

http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/~www_sd/enoch.html (4 of 6)2006-08-01 12:14:46



Enoch Literature

the (first) end; there would be a second one (the eschatological end) when judgment would come
again. The prudent should beware.

B. Whereisthe Torah or why Enoch? One of the most remarkable features of 1 Enoch is that the law
revealed to Moses on Mt. Sinai plays aimost no part in it at all. It could be objected that it would be
more surprising if it did have arole, since 1 Enoch is, of course, about Enoch who lived before the
flood (see Gen 5:21-24) and thus long before the law was revealed. The argument would be that the
authors of 1 Enoch were consistent about their pseudepigraphic attribution of the material to Enoch
and therefore did not commit the anachronism of having him teach and obey the law of Moses.

But thereisaflaw in that argument because at least two places in the book should mention the law
revealed on Mt. Sinai. The two places are in the two principal apocalypses, the Apocalypse of Weeks
and the Animal Apocalypse. Both of these revelations cover the period when Israel wasin the
wilderness and, according to the pentateuch, received the covenantal law. The Apocalypse of Weeks
reaches the moment in question in its description of the fourth week: "And after thisin the fourth
week, at its end, visions of the holy and righteous will be seen, and alaw for all generations and an
enclosure will be made for them." The entire statement seems to be about the Sinai event, with its
splendid manifestations of God's glory that so frightened the I sraglites according to Exodus 19
(unless "the visions" are the pillars of cloud and fire which guided the people). The enclosure should
be the tabernacle, while the law is obviously the one given to Moses. So here the law is mentioned,
with nothing added to suggest itsimportance or character. In thisrespect it is no different than the
law mentioned in 1 Enoch 93:4 where it refers to the Noachic laws, the laws that all nations were
expected to obey. So, while the Sinaitic law is mentioned, that is all.

In the Animal Apocalypse the law recedes even more in importance. It is no accident that in this
Enochic text the story about the angels who sinned with women occupies a relatively large amount of
space (86:1-89:6; naturally it isinterwoven with the flood story). But note how the Sinai event is
handled. In this vision Jacob is awhite sheep and all his descendants are a flock. The period of the
Egyptian sojourn endsin 1 Enoch 89:27 with the drowning of the Egyptians (= the wolves) in the sea.
Thistime appears to be an ideal onefor Isragl (= the sheep), asis clear from 89:28. The Sinai
experience follows. "And that sheep (= Moses) went up to the summit of a high rock, and the Lord of
the sheep sent it to them. And after this| saw the Lord of the sheep standing before them, and his
appearance (was) terrible and majectic, and all those sheep saw him and were afraid of him. And all
of them were afraid and trembled before him; and they cried out after that sheep with them which
was in their midst: "We cannot stand before our Lord, nor look at him." And that sheep which led
them again went up to the summit of that rock; and the sheep began to be blinded and to go astray
from the path which it had shown to them. but that sheep did not know." (89:29-32) Nothing is said
here about God's giving the law to Moses; the only hint of it comes as the writer describes the
straying of the sheep: they departed from the path Moses had shown them (see also v. 33). The
aspects of the Sinai event that were more interesting than the law itself were the frightening
appearance of the Lord and the fact that the people, right at that spot, made and worshiped the golden
calf. The law is never mentioned in the sequel either. That is, Isragl's apostasy, whether in the
wilderness or in the land, is not explained as violation of the covenantal law, asitisinthe
deuteronomistic history. Also, when Jerusalem and the temple are destroyed and the people exiled,
the law is nowhere to be found. The sheep either have their eyes open (= proper relationship with
God) or have them closed (improper relationship with the Lord). The apocalypse states that their eyes
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were opened even before the revelation at Sinai (see 89:28); in other words, a proper relationship
with God was possible before the law. Finally, when what appears to be a reform movement arises
late in the history surveyed in the apocalypse (90:6-10), again the law plays no part in their appeal to
the sheep. If this movement is the same as the one in Jubilees 23:26, as seems likely, the contrast is
stark because the group in Jubilees began "to study the laws. to seek out the commands, and to turn to
the right way."

The law is mentioned elsewherein 1 Enoch (e.g., 5:4; 63:12 seems to be referring to a different law;
law is used several times for the course of luminariesin chaps. 72-82 [e.g. 79:1-2]; 99:2 speaks of
sinners who "distort the eternal law" but it is not clear what thislaw is[cf. 104:10]; 108:1 mentions
those who "keep the law in the last days'). But the law is never identified as the law of Moses (or
something of the sort); a more common usage of the term isfor the laws of nature. Thisis astounding
when one considers how important the judgment isin 1 Enoch and how often the writers speak of
righteous, doing what is upright, etc. The Torah is also never mentioned in 2 Enoch.

The Enoch literature seems to offer an alternative to the form of Judaism that centers upon the
Mosaic covenantal law. It appealsto amyth of great evil and punishment in ancient times and calls
on peopl e to be righteous because another judgment is coming. That righteousness is apparently
defined in Enoch's writings, not in the Mosaic law. In other words, the appeal here isto amuch
earlier timein history, before the division of nations. Was Enoch chosen to make a wider appeal than
Moses who lived after the nation of Isragl had begun? There is ample reason for believing that the
biblical and pseudepigraphic Enoch is areflection of Mesopotamian traditions about the seventh
antediluvian king Enmeduranki of Sippar, a king who was associated with the sun god and with
divination. Enoch, the seventh pre-flood patriarch in the Bible, taught a solar calendar and received
revelations about the future through mantic means such as symbolic dreams.

(c) 1997
Reproduction beyond fair use only on permission of the author.
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Dennis: Exhortation Based on the Flood: 4Q370

Exhortation Based on the Flood
4QFloodAp=4Q370

Paraphrase and comments by Andrea Dennis

Introduction

This portion of the Dead Sea Scrolls, 4Q370, tells much the same story that was told in Genesis
Chapter 6. It does not tell the story of Noah and his ark, but rather explains how God felt that the
people of the earth were evil, and therefore flooded the earth. Also, this portion of the Dead Sea
Scrollsis similar to the story in the Bible when it tells of God's promise to not flood the earth again.
Column | of the text gives a description of the Flood, while the second column tells the intention of
the story. The application of thetext isthat at Creation the Lord gave so much t the people that it
caused corruption. (Wise, Abegg and Cook 330)

Paraphrase

Col. |

1 And the Lord covered the land with fruits and gave them plenty of food and made every living thing

content with the fruit. "May everyone who does as | ask be filled with food and be satisfied[1]," said

the Lord, "and show devotion to my [holy] name." "But now they have done thingsthat | believe are
evil[2]," God said. And they went against what God asked through their actions. And God judged

them according to their actions and their thoughts of the [immoral] tendency of their evil hearts and
thundered against them with through his power. And the entire earth shook, and the waters
overflowed from the gorges; al the entrance gates of the heavens opened up and the abysses
overflowed with strong waters, 5 and the entrance gates of the heavens poured rain. And they were

destroyed by the flood.[...] everyone[3] died in the waters...[...] Thisiswhy everything that was on
land [disappeared,] and men, the [animals and all the] birds, everything with wings [died.] Not even
the strongest escaped. [...]...And God made [a contract] and put the rainbow [in the clouds] to
remember the contract he made with the people [...and never again will] aflood [come] for
[destruction, or] will the chaos of the waters be opened. [...] they made, and clouds[...] for (the)
waters|...] 1o[.-]

Col. Il

1 Because they felt guilt from their sin, they will ask [...] God will justify [...] and he will purify them
of their sins|...] their evil from their knowledge[...] 5 They grow, but their days are like a shadow

[...] and he will always be caring [...] God's marvels; remember the mira[cles of the Lord...] dueto his
fear and your awe of him your heart will celebrate because heis good[4] [...] those who support you.

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/humm/Resources/ StudTxts/4Q370.html (1 of 2)2006-08-01 12:14:48



Dennis: Exhortation Based on the Flood: 4Q370

Do not disobey what [God] asks you to do...

Footnotes

[1] In 11Q5 The Apocryphal Psalms of David Col. 251.13, it is also mentioned how the Lord
provided a surplus for the people. (Wise, Abegg, Cook 330, 451)

[2] According to the Bible, God felt that the earth was filled with violence (Genesis 6:11).

[3] The Bible states that the L ord made a contract with Noah, that he, his sons, his wife, his sons
wives, and two of every kind of living thing be saved in the ark (Genesis 6:18-19); thus this portion
of the Dead Sea Scrolls differs with the Bible.

[4] In 4Q185 In Praise of Wisdom it also says how your hearts will shiver because of the Lord's
impressiveness. (Vermes 518).
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Hei: The Vision of Jacob: 4Q537

The Vision of Jacob
4QAJa=4Q537

Paraphrase and comments by Carol Hei

Introduction:

The text 4QAJa (4Q537) is completed by Emile Puech in 1991[1]. It is believed to be the one more
copy of 4QtestL évi, corresponding to TestLETviGr19:1[2]. Thefirst fragment is the continuity of
Jacob'sfirst vision described in Genesis 28:10-19[ 3] in the Bible after he set up a stone and poured
out a libation upon it. In this second vision, God confirms his Covenant[4] with Jacob by promising

him blessing and righteous. In return, Jacob accepts God as the only God. He also voluntarily adds
two conditions to the agreement. First, he promises that he will give one tenth of what he earns back
to God[5]. Second, he affirms that the stone, which he established, will serve as the foundation for a

sanctuary to God, to be built upon hisreturn. Fragment 1 also foretells that Bethel was not the place
God ultimately chose for his Temple, which indicated in the extrabiblical book Jubilees.

In fragment 2, the text reveals an eschatological figure of the High Priest of the messianic erawho
makes the expiation for the people. His mission is to be a suffering servant to encounter human's sins.
In order to do so, the priest need to suffer, die, (or even be crucified, if Puech's interpretation of
certain problematic termsis correct). All of these are alluded in the text, however, they are supposed
to have been made in the end of the second century BCE.

Paraphrase:

4Q537
Frag.l

[Then | had avision at night. An angel of God came down from heaven with seven tabletsin his
hand. He told me, "God Most High has blessed you, and] ; your later generations]6]. All just and

upright men will survive[...and no more] , evil [will be done]; lying should not be found among |[...]
3 Now, take the tablets and read everything [that is written on them." So | took the tablets and read.
There were written al my sufferings,] 4 troubles and everything that would happen to me [during the
one hundred and forty seven] years of my life. [Then he told me," Take] thistablet." [...] 5 [So] | took
that tablet [and ... read everything on it.] | saw that it said [no temple should be built in this place,] g

[... Then he told me,] "you would leave here on the [eighth] day [... and your offerings would not bej
invalid before [God Most High..."] 7 [...] ... [...]
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Frag. 2

1[I saw...] and how will the building[7] be built [... how] priests will be dressed, and [their hands] be
purified, , [and how] they will offer sacrifices on the altar. And how they will eat part of their
sacrifices [on the who]le earth 5 [...and drink the water] that will come from the city beneath the
walls, and wherethey [...] 4[...] Blank [...] 5[...Then | looked,] before me was aland divided into two
squaresand [...]

Footnotes:

[1] "Fragments d'une apocryphe de lévi et e personnage eschatologique. 4QtestL évi(?) et 4QAJa."

[2] It is Puehc's interpretation of the text, and it is accepted by Milik, who is the first person trandlated
the text 4Qaja (4Q537).

[3] In hisfirst vision, he saw aladder reaching to heaven, with angels ascending and descending. He
heard god promising him land, numberless descendants and blessing.

[4] It isacontractual agreement between two parties. At the very core of Judaism is the Covenant. It
Is the foundation of the relationship between man and God.

[5] Usually the returning will be performed in the thanksgiving.

[6] As God promised Jacob in hisfirst vision.

[7] The Temple
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Dead Sea Scrolls -- Phylactery

Phylactery

Tefillin

&

Fragment A: height 17.7 cm (7 in.)
length 3 cm (1 3/16 in.)
Fragment B: height 3.8 cm (1 1/2 in.)
|l ength 2.8 cm (1 1/8 in.)
Mur 4 Phyl
Par chnment
Copied first century-early second century C E.
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (3)

The command " And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be for frontlets
between thine eyes' (Deut. 6:8) was practiced by Jews from early times. In the Second Temple period
the sages established that tefillin (phylacteries; amulets in Greek) would include four scriptural
passages inscribed on parchment placed in box-like containers made of black |eather. One of the
phylacteries was worn one on the left arm and the other on the forehead. These served "asa sign
upon your hand and as a symbol on your forehead that with a mighty hand the Lord freed us from
Egypt" (Exodus 13:9, 16).

The Dead Searegion has now yielded the earliest phylactery remains, both of the leather containers
and the inscribed strips of parchment. As arule, phylacteries include the same four selections, two
from the book of Exodus (Exod. 13:1-10; 13:11-16) and two from Deuteronomy (Deut. 6:4-9; 11:13-
21). The scriptural verses were penned in clear minuscule characters on the elongated writing
material, which was folded over to fit the minute compartments stamped into the containers.

References:
Milik, J. T. "Textes Hebraux et Arameens." In Les Grottes de Murabba at, Discoveriesin the
Judaean Desert, Il, pp. 80- 85. Oxford, 1961.

Yadin, Y. "Tefillin (Phylacteries) from Qumran [XQ Phyl 1-4])" (in Hebrew), Eretz-Israel 9
(1969):60-83 and plates.
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English Translation of the Phylactery (Tefillin) Scroll

Mur 4 Phyl
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (3)

Exod. 13:1-3

(1)And spoke

the Lord to

Moses

saying, (2)"Consecrate

to Me every first-born

the first issue of every womb of the
| sraelites, man

and beast is Mine."

(3)And Moses said to the people,
"Remember this day

. on which you went (free)

from Egypt, the house of bondage,
how with a mighty hand

the Lord freed you from it; no
leavened bread shall be eater. (4)This day

CLOONoUA~WNE

el o
abrwbdPE

Transcription by J. T. Milik; trand ation adapted from "Tanakh," pp. 103-4. Philadel phia, 1985.

« Return the Phylactery to The Qumran Library
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Ritual Purity Laws
4QTohorota=4Q274

Paraphrase and comments by Cynthia Bailey

Introduction

Theritua purity laws are found in Leviticus 13-15 in the Bible. It addresses diseases and discharges
that cause contamination such as: leprosy, seminal discharge, discharge of blood, the Niddah[1], and
contact with corpses. All of these impurities are alike for one reason: people with these impurities
were ostracized from the towns and from the holy temple.

The destruction of the templein Jerusalem in 586 BC and 70 CE hel ped to remove the "justification
of the laws of impurity" (Biale 147). After the destruction of the temple, the laws concerning a
Niddah became less severe. Before the temples were destroyed, a woman who had her menstrual
cycle was not allowed to touch anyone until her menstruation was over. After the destruction the laws
were not as strict, and it came to be that the only thing a Niddah was not allowed to do was have sex
with her husband.

There are some difficulties that one will run into when researching these laws. Some translations will
show three fragments while others will show only two. Although the numbers of fragments are
different, the content is the same. For example, Martinez uses fragment 1, fragment 2 col.1, fragment
2 col.2, and fragment 3, Wise, Abegg, and Cook use fragment 1 col.1, fragment 1 col.2, fragment 2
col.1, and fragment 2 col.2, while Vermes uses three fragments. There are also other complications
concerning these laws. There is no information on the laws themselves, like what language they are
in. The information about the laws is very scarce and is mostly on what the laws contain.

Paraphrase

40Q274
Fragment 1 col.1:

1He will begin by not] casting his lot [for priestly service?]. He will lie down in the bed of trouble,
and reside in ahouse of grief. He will live away from the pure, ,with all the unclean at the distance of
twelve cubits . He will live to the northeast of any habitation at the same distance. ;Anyone who has a

discharge, will bathe and wash his clothes and afterwards he may eat[2]. For it says (Lev. 13:45)
"unclean, unclean" sthey will shout all the days of their discharge. And she who is discharging blood,

for seven days she may not touch the man who has a discharge or any of the objects that he uses.
sAlso for any of the objects he has laid on or sat on. And if she touches anything she will wash her
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clothes and bathe and afterwards she may eat. In no way may she mingle during her seven gdays so

she does not contaminate the camps of the holy ones of Isragl. She may not touch any woman who
has had a discharge of blood for several days. ;/And the one who is counting their seven days, whether

they are male or female may not touch ... during the start of her period, unless sheis clean from her
menstruation. For the blood gfrom menstruation is considered a discharge for anyone who touches it.

And if aflow of semen is discharged, it isamisfortune. And he will be unclean... and anyone who
touches gany of these unclean people, they will not eat during their seven days of their impurity, just

like the person who is unclean through contact with a corpse. And they will bathe and wash and
then...

Fragment 1 col.2:

1---Which they sprinkle on themselves the first time, and they will bathe and wash before ,... they will
immerse themselves the seventh time on the Sabbath day. sThey may not touch the pure food until
they change their clothes ,... anything that touches the discharge of semen, whether it is a person or
an object, they will immerse, and the one who carriesit swill immerse... and they will immerse the
garment which is on them and the object which they carry ¢... And if there is aman in the camp
whose hands or feet has not reached...,; the garment which has not touched it. Only they may not
touch their food. And the one who touches it,g will immerse... they will live alone. If they have not
touched it, was their clothes in water and if ... and they will wash. And concerning all holy things,
they will wash in water...

Fragment 2 col.1:

1---When God reveals the apple of hiseye and he callsout »... and every statute...; who eats... ,not... git
istheir flesh and it is unclean ... their drink and they may not eat the pure food and all ,... after they
are pressed and their juices run out, no one may eat them ... if the unclean person touches them and
also the greens...q or boiled cucumber, and the person who waters...

Fragment 2 col.2:

1-.they are unclean. The...; Anything which has asedl... ,they will leave all the greens for the person
who is cleansed...; from the moisture of the dew, they may eat, but if not...; in the middle of the water
unless a person...; the land, if they come against it...g therain on it, and if the... touchesit... yon the
field in all its measures in respect to the season of the year..., any clay object that will fal init... and
any ;qthat are clean inits middle... and every ;,drink that they will drink...

Footnhotes
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[1] Niddah- a mentraunt woman.
[2] The impure have to fast until they are clean again.
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The Dead Sea Scrolls: Baptismal Liturgy
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THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY

DEAD SEA SCROLLS TEXTS

A Baptismal Liturgy
4Q414
F.2 Col.1

(... And he shall) say (in response)"Blessed
(areYou, ...) Theunclean for the festivals
of (...) Your (...) and to make atonement for
us (...to be) pure beforeyou (...) in every
matter (...) to purify oneself prior to (...)
You made us (....)

F.2+ 3. Col.2

And you shall cleanse him for Y our holy
statutes (..) for the first, the third and the
sixth (...) in the truth of Y our covenant (...)
to cleanse oneself from uncleanness (...)
and then he shall enter the water (...) And
he shall say in response "Blessed are You
(...) for fromwhat comes out of Your
mouth (...) men of impurity (...)

F.10
Soul (...) heis(...) to Yourself asapure

people(...) And | aso (...) the day which
(...) inthe times of purity (...) the Yahad. In
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Israel's pure food (...) and they shall dwell
(...).- And it will happen on that day (...) a
female and she will give thanks(...)

F.12

For You made me (...) Your will isthat we
cleanse ourselves before (...) and he
established for himself a statute of
atonement (...) and to be in righteous
purity and he shall bathe in water and
sprinkle upon (...) (...) And then they return
from the water (...) cleansing His people in
the waters of bathing (...) second time upon
his station. And he shall say in response :
"Blessed are You (...) (...) Your purification
in Your glory (...) (...) eternally. And today
(...).

The Dead Sea Scroll Collection at The Gnostic Society Library

| Introduction | Texts | Timetable | Resources | Recommended Books |

| Gnostic Society Library | Gnosis Archive |
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Dead Sea Scrolls -- Songs

Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice

Shirot "Olat ha-Shabbat

4Q403( Shi r Shabbd)

Par chnment

Copied md-first century B.C E.

Height 18 cm (7 in.), length 19 cm (7 1/2 in.)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (9)

The Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice, also known asthe "Angelic Liturgy,” isaliturgical work
composed of thirteen separate sections, one for each of the first thirteen Sabbaths of the year. The
songs evoke angelic praise and elaborate on angelic priesthood, the heavenly temple, and the Sabbath
worship in that temple.

The headings of the various songs may reflect the solar calendar. Although the songs bear no explicit
indication of their source, the phraseology and terminology of the texts are very similar to those of
other Qumran works.,

Eight manuscripts of this work were found in Qumran Cave 4 (4Q400 through 407) and onein Cave
11, dating from the late Hasmonean and Herodian periods. One manuscript of the Songs of the
Sabbath Sacrifice was found at Masada, a Zealot fortress.

References
Newsom, Carol. Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice: A Critical Edition. Atlanta, 1985. Thisisthe
definitive trandlation and analysis of these distinctive hymns.

Strugnell, J. "The Angelic Liturgy at Qumran--4QSerek Sirot "Olat Hassabbat." In Congress
Volume, Oxford 1959. Supplements to Vetus Testamentum, vol. 7, pp. 318-45. Leiden, 1960.

English Translation of Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice (Shirot
"Olat ha-Shabbat)
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Dead Sea Scrolls -- Songs

4Q403( Shi r Shabbd)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (9)

30. By the instructor. Song of the sacrifice of the seventh
Sabbath on the sixteenth of the nonth. Praise the God of
the lofty heights, Oyou |ofty ones anong all the

31. elimof know edge. Let the holiest of the godlike ones
sanctify the King of glory who sanctifies by holiness
all H's holy ones. Oyou chiefs of the praises of

32. all the godlike beings, praise the splendidly
[ pr] ai seworthy God. For in the splendor of praise
is the glory of Hs realm Fromit (comes) the praises
of all

33. the godlike ones together with the splendor of all [H s]
maj [ esty. And] exalt his exaltedness to exalted heaven,
you nost godli ke ones of the |lofty elim
and (exalt) H's glorious divinity above

34. all the lofty heights. For He is God of gods] of all
the chiefs of the heights of heaven and King
of ki[ngs] of all the eternal councils.
(by the intention of)

35. (H's know edge) At the words of H's nouth cone into
being [all the |ofty angels]; at the utterance
of Hs |lips all the eternal spirits; [by the in]Jtention
of H's knowl edge all H's creatures

36. in their undertakings. Sing wth joy, you who rejoice
[in H's know edge with] rejoicing anong the wondrous
godl i ke beings. And chant His glory with the
t ongue of all who chant with know edge;
and (chant) H's wonderful songs of joy

37. with the nmouth of all who chant [of Hm For He is]
God of all who rejoice {in know edge}
forever and Judge in Hs power of all the
spirits of understandi ng.

Transcription and translation by C. Newsom
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. Return the Songs of the Sabbath Scroll to The Qumran Library
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Dead Sea Scrolls -- Precepts

Some Torah Precepts

Migsat Ma ase ha-Torah

Fragment A height 8 cm (3 1/8 in.)
| ength 12.9 cm (5 in.)
Fragnment B: height 4.3 cm (1 11/16 in.)
length 7 cm (2 3/4 in.)
Fragment C. height 9.1 cm (3 9/16 in.)
| ength 17.4 cm (6 7/8in.)

4Q396(MMTc) Parchment Copied late first century B.C.E.-early first century C.E. Courtesy of the
Israel Antiquities Authority (8) This scroll, apparently in the form of aletter, is unigue in language,
style, and content. Using linguistic and theological analysis, the original text has been dated as one of
the earliest works of the Qumran sect. This sectarian polemical document, of which six incomplete
manuscripts have been discovered, is commonly referred to as MMT, an abbreviation of its Hebrew
name, Migsat Ma ase ha-Torah. Together the six fragments provide a composite text of about 130
lines, which probably cover about two-thirds of the original. The initial part of the text is completely
missing.

Apparently it consisted of four sections: (1) the opening formula, now lost; (2) a calendar of 364
days; (3) alist of more than twenty rulingsin religious law (Halakhot), most of which are peculiar to
the sect; and (4) an epilogue that deals with the separation of the sect from the multitude of the people
and attempts to persuade the addressee to adopt the sect's legal views. The "halakhot," or religious
laws, form the core of the letter; the remainder of the text is merely the framework. The calendar,
although a separate section, was probably also related to the sphere of "halakhah." These "halakhot"
deal chiefly with the Temple and itsritual. The author states that disagreement on these matters
caused the sect to secede from Israel.

References
Strugnell, J., and E. Qimron. Discoveries in the Judaean Desert, X. Oxford, forthcoming.

Sussman, Y. "The History of 'Halakha and the Dead Sea Scrolls -- Preliminary Observations
on Migsat Ma'ase Ha-Torah (AQMMT)" (in Hebrew), Tarbiz 59 (1990):11-76.
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English Translation of Some Torah Precepts (Migsat Ma'ase
ha-Torah)

4QB96( MMVITc)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (8)

until sunset on the eighth day. And concerning [the impurity] of

the [dead] person we are of the opinion that every bone, whether it

has its flesh on it or not--should be (treated) according to the law of the dead or the slain.

And concerning the mixed marriages that are being performed among the people, and they are
sons of holy [seed],

asiswritten, Israel isholy. And concerning his (Isragl's) [clean] animal

it iswritten that one must not let it mate with another species, and concerning his clothes|itis
written that they should not]

be of mixed stuff; and one must not sow hisfield and vineyard with mixed species.

Because they (Isragl) are holy, and the sons of Aaron are [most holy.]

But you know that some of the priests and [the laity intermingle]

[And they] adhere to each other and pollute the holy seed

aswell astheir (i.e. the priests) own [seed] with corrupt women. Since [the sons of Aaron
should...]

PO

o o

ol
= O © o0 N

Transcription and translation by J. Strugnell and E. Qimron

. Return Torah Preceptsto The Qumran Library
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Dead Sea Scrolls -- King Jon

Prayer For King Jonathan

Tefillah li-Shlomo shel Yonatan ha-Melekh

4Q448

Par chnment

Copi ed between 103-76 B.C E.

Height 17.8 cm (7 in.), length 9.5 cm (3 3/4 in.)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (2)

The King Jonathan mentioned in this text can be none other than Alexander Jannaeus, a monarch of
the Hasmonean dynasty who ruled Judea from 103 to 76 B.C.E. The discovery of a prayer for the
welfare of a Hasmonean king among the Qumran texts is unexpected because the community may
have vehemently opposed the Hasmoneans. They even may have settled in the remote desert to avoid
contact with the Hasmonean authorities and priesthood. If thisisindeed a composition that clashes
with Qumran views, it is a single occurrence among 600 non-biblical manuscripts. However, scholars
are exploring the possibility that Jonathan-Jannaeus, unlike the other Hasmonean rulers, was favored
by the Dead Sea community, at least during certain periods, and may explain the prayer'sinclusionin
the Dead Sea materials.

Thistext isuniquein that it can be clearly dated to the rule of King Jonathan. Three columns of script
are preserved, one on the top and two below. The upper column (A) and the lower left (C) column are
incomplete. The leather istorn aong the lower third of the right margin. A tab of untanned leather,
2.9 by 2.9 cm, folds over the right edge above the tear. A leather thong, remains of which were found
threaded through the middle of the leather tab on the right edge, probably tied the rolled-up scroll.
The form of the tab--probably part of a fastening--seems to indicate that the extant text was at the
beginning of the scroll, which was originally longer. Differences between the script of Column A and
that of B and C could indicate that this manuscript is not the work of a single scribe.
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This small manuscript contains two distinct parts. The first, column A, presents fragments of a psalm
of praiseto God. The second, columns B and C, bear a prayer for the welfare of King Jonathan and
his kingdom. In column A lines 8-10 are similar to aversein Psalm 154, preserved in the Psalms
Scroll (11QPsa) exhibited here. This hymn, which was not included in the biblical Book of Psalms, is
familiar, however, from the tenth-century Syriac Psalter.

Reference:
Eshel, E., H. Eshel, and A. Yardeni. "A Qumran Scroll Containing Part of Psalm 154 and a
Prayer for the Welfare of King Jonathan and His Kingdom," Isragl Exploration Journal,
forthcoming.

English Translation of Prayer For King Jonathan (Tefillah li-
Shlomo shel Yonatan ha-Melekh)

4448
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (2)

Colum A

Prai se the Lord, a Psal m [ of

You | oved as a fa[ther(?)

you rul ed over |

vacat |

and your foes were afraid (or: will fear) [
...the heaven |

and to the depths of the sea |

and upon those who glorify him|

the hunble fromthe hand of adversaries [
0. Zion for his habitation, ch[ooses

BPOO®NoORkwhE

Colum C Colum B
1. because you |love I|sr]ael holy city

[EN

2. in the day and until evening | 2. for king Jonat han

3. to approach, to be | 3. and all the
congregati on
of your people

4. Renenber them for blessing [ 4. |srael

5. on your nane, which is called [ 5. who are in the four

6. kingdomto be blessed | 6. w nds of heaven

7. ]for the day of war | 7. peace be (for) al

8. to King Jonathan [ 8. and upon your ki ngdom

9. 9. your nane be bl essed

Transcription and translation by E. Eshel, H. Eshel, and A. Y ardeni
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. Return the Prayer for King Jonathan Scroll to The Qumran Library.
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McCabe & Hall: Apocryphal Psalms of David: 4Q88, 4Q448, 11Q5-6

Apocryphal Psalms of David
4QPsf=4Q88, 4QapPs=4Q448, 11QPsa-b=11Q5-6

Paraphrase and comments by Martha S. McCabe & Michael D. Hall

Introduction

The following sections of the Dead Sea Scrolls are commonly referred to as the Apocryphal Psalms
or the Apocryphal Psalms of David. The scrolls were found in the caves at Qumran, along with many
others. These specific scrolls were discovered in caves 4 and 11. These scrollstell of the great deeds
of God and of David, as they praise the works and actions of both. Included in the scrolls containing
the Apocryphal Psalms of David are Psalms 151 and 154, which are not normally found in the Bible,
in which the book of Psalms ends with Psalm 150. The scrolls can be found in books containing
trandations of the Dead Sea Scrolls, in Bibles which include the Apocrypha, and in some books
containing songs and prayers which are not usually found in a conventional Bible. Much of the
contents of the caves were discovered by bedouins or nomadic people. However, the majority of the
excavation of those same caves was handled by professionals, trained to take special care of the
precious contents of these ancient caverns. Many of the scrolls which will be explained herein are
only partial, due to the deterioration caused by time and neglect. Asaresult of this, the reader is left
with fragments of the original texts. But, luckily, much of what remained of the scrolls was still
readable for asmall group of highly trained scholars.

The contents of cave 4 were discovered in 1952. This cave is commonly regarded to be the central
library of the Qumran community. The find included 15,000 fragments which came from roughly 550
different manuscripts.[1] Cave 11 was found to contain manuscripts in January 1956. The contents of
both of these caves proved to be quite lucrative for the people who found these scrolls and cared for
them before their eventual sales to both museums and private collectors.

A scroll, found in Cave 11, commonly known as 11Q6 Column 19, was one of the longer pieces
which was found at Qumran. Its surface was the thickest of any of the scrolls becauseit is possible
that it was written on calfskin, rather than on sheepskin as were the majority of other scrolls. While
the script of this particular scroll was of very fine quality, several of the lines of the bottom of the
scroll were missing.[2]

Paraphrase

4Q448
Column XVIII

Psalm 154
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Praise God in aloud voice. Testify to his glory in the assembly.

Lift up His name with the righteous and speak of His greatness with the faithful.

Become one with the perfect and the good to praise the Lord.

Join and worship together to tell of His salvation. And be swift in making known His fortitude and
His righteousness to all the ssmple.

Knowledge is granted so that we may praise the Lord and tell of his greatness.

She[ 3] is made known to mankind, to speak of His strength and tell of his greatness to the ignorant,

who have strayed from her gates and have sinned.
For God isthe Lord of Jacob and hisgrace is seenin all hisworks.
A person who praises God is recognized by Him
because the worshiper brings and offering and sacrifice of livestock,
because the worshiper fills the altar with gifts. Her voice and her songs are heard and sung by the
righteous.
When they feast together, she is mentioned.
Their thoughts are on the Law of God and they speak to testify of His strength.
The evil and the rebellious are far from her grace.
See how God has mercy on the good,
and it is great for those who praise Him; Heis their soul's salvation from wickedness.
Praise the L ord who saves the meek from the grasp of the unknown and delivers the righteous from
evil,
Who lifts up ahorn from Jacob and a moderator from Israel.

He wants his gathering place to be in Zion, and He picks Jerusalem for all eternity.
4088
Column IX

¥ .|

The masses

will worship God because He has come to judge everything
and to rid the earth of evil,

so that sinners shall find no repose,

the heavens shall give their due,

and there will be no wrong doings there.

The earth will produce cropsin its season

and they shall not fail.

Thefruit treesshall [ . . . ] of their vineyards

and their springs will not dry up.

The poor will eat for those who follow YHWH shall not go hungry.

Column X
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I.. .

[ ...] meanwhile the heavens and earth will praise together
And all the evening starts will then adore.

Rejoice, Judah, be happy!

Be glad and let your joy shine forth!

Keep your feasts[4] and your oaths

because within you there is no Belial.[5]

Raise your hand, make your right hand strong. See, your foes shall be eliminated.
And all evil doers shall fell.

But you, YHWH, shall remain forever.

Your glory is everlasting.

[Hallelujah!]

11Q5
Column XXVIII

Hallelujah. Of David, son of Jesse.
Psalm 151[6]

My brothers were bigger than me and | was the youngest of my father's sons;

He made me the master of His flocks, and shepherd of his goats. My hands created a flute, my fingers
alyre,

and | praised God. | told myself that neither the mountains nor the hills tell me of the glory of God,
nor the trees His words, nor the flocks His actions.[ 7]

Who, then will tell of God's deeds? God saw all

He heard al and listened. He sent his prophet to anoint me,

Samudl, to sift me up. My brothers went out to meet him, well built, beautifully presented. They were
very tall

and had lovely hair, but the Lord did not pick them, He sent for me from tending the flock

and anointed me with holy oil and made me aruler of His people and of the sons of His covenant.

[ S

First of David's exploits after the Lord's prophet had anointed[8] him

Then | saw a Philistine threatening from enemy lines| . . . ]
11Q6

Column XIX

Fragment A

Impoverished and feebleam | for
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[...]

For not even aworm can praise Y ou nor insects recount Y our grace

The living can thank Y ou and those who fall shall praise You highly.

Y ou show them the ways of Y our holiness and grace for Y ou care for the souls of every living thing;
You provide for al living things. Judge us, O God, with Y our kind ways, Y our grace, and Y our
Justice. The Lord hears the please of hisfollowers.

He has not shunned them. Praise be to God who does good things

and rewards his followers with His kindness. May my spirit lift up Y our Name,

to recount with joy Y our righteous deeds, and proclaim Y our eternal steadfastness.

Fragment B

And in Your grace, | have sought sanctuary. The images of Y our might life up my heart. | find peace
in Y our righteousness.

Forgive me, Lord, and free me from my sins.

Give to me a sense of honor and knowledge. May | not be shamed in ruin.

Protect me from unclean spirits, save me from pain and temptation.

For You, O Lord, are my salvation, and | praise Y ou everyday.

My people rejoice with me and are awestruck by Y our power.

| will adore Y ou and worship You for all eternity.

Footnotes

[1] Martinez, xlii.
[2] Psalms Scroll, 12-06-98.

[3] Thiswasthe first instance in this scroll that spawned a great deal of debate. There does not appear
to be a direct antecedent for the feminine pronouns in this section. It was hypothesized that the
pronouns would be referring to the wisdom or knowledge of or about God. It could also be a
reference to divine androgyny, although thisis unlikely because of the time period in which this
scroll was written. Also, the feminine pronouns could mean the "Law of the Most High" as it
appeared in the original text. In addition to all of these options, it could have been aresult of
translations from the original texts, and the words in the original scrolls were feminine, such as nouns
arein many romance languages of today. Because of this, previous translators may have left the
feminine pronouns in the text as was done in this case.

[4] Inthis case, the author wrote, " Celebrate your feasts and pay your vows." (Vermes, 309) The use
of the word 'feasts |led to speculation about the intent of the definition of the word once again. While
'feasts' could ssimply mean food, it could also be referring to celebrations or traditions of areligious or
even secular nature. Because of uncertainty, the word was left intact in the text.

[5] A biblical name of the devil or one of the fiends.

[6] This psalm can be found in a Bible containing the Apocrypha.

[7] There are two conflicting punctuation techniques on this phrase. Martinez transl ates,

My hands made aflute.
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my fingersalyre,

and | gave glory to YHWH.

| said to myself:

the mountains do not witnessin hisfavour . . . (p. 310.)

However, \VVermes wrote,

My hands have made a pipe and my fingersalyre.
| have rendered glory to the Lord; | have said so in my soul.
The mountains do not testify to him, and the hillsdo not . . .(p. 302.)

In thefirst version, the author writes as if the speaker talks about the mountains to himself. In the
second version, it seems asif he glorified God to himself. While these differences may seem
insignificant, they can lead to debate-causing confusion.

[8] Because of the uncertainty about the original author's intent for the definition of the word
anointed, whether it was meant to be construed as meaning to baptize or to christen, to elect asa
chosen one, or to literally rub something on the individual. As aresult of this enigma, the original
word "anoint" was left in this translation. This occurred a couple of timesin this text.
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The Dead Sea Scrolls: Thanksgiving Psalms

THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY
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Psalm 4.

Recommended Books

| thank you, O Lord,

for your eye is awake and watches over my
soul.

Y ou rescue me from the jealousy of liars,
from the congregation of those who seek
the smooth way.

But you save the soul of the poor
whom they planned to destroy
by spilling the blood of your servant.

Return to:

Gnostic Society Library

Gnosis Archive

| walked because of you - but they didn't
know this.
They laughed at me. They shamed me
with lies from their mouth.
But you helped the soul of the poor and the
weak,
you saved me from their harsh arms,
you redeemed me amid their taunts.
From the wicked | do not fear destruction.

Psalm 5.
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They made my life a ship on the deep sea,

like afortified city circled by aggressors.
| hurt like awoman in labor bearing her
first child,
whose belly pangs torture her in the
crucible.
Pains of Hell
for a son come on the waves of death.
She labors to bear a man,
and among the waves of death she gives
birth to a manchild,
with pains of Hell.
He springs from the crucible,
O wondrous counselor with power :
Y es, aman emerges from the waves..

But she who carries dead seed in her womb
suffers waves from a pit of horror.

The foundations of the wall will rock
like a ship on the face of the waters.
Clouds will bellow.

Those who dwell in the dust, like those on

the sea,
are terrified by the roar of the waters.

All those wise men are like mariners on the

deep:
their wisdom confounded by the roaring

seas.

The abyss boils over the fountains of water.

The seas rage.
Hell opens, and arrows fly toward Heaven.
Their eternal bars are bolted.

Psalm 8.

| thank you, O Lord.

Y ou illumined my face by your covenant.
| seek you,
As sure as the dawn you appear as perfect
light.

Teachers of lies have comforted your
people
and now they stumble, foolishly.
They abhor themselves
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and do not esteem me through whom your
wonders
and powers are manifest.
They have banished me from my land like
abird
from its nest, and my friends
and neighbors are driven from me.
They think me a broken pot.
They preach lies. They are dissembling
prophets.

They devise baseness against me,
exchanging your teaching, written in my
heart,
for smooth words.

They deny knowledge to the thirsty
and force them to drink vinegar to cover up
error.

They stumble through mad feasts,
but you, God, spurn the schemes of Belial.
Y our wisdom prevails.

Y our hearts meditation prevails,
established forever.

Psalm 23.

Your holy spirit

illuminates the dark places of the heart
of your servant,
with light like the sun.
| look to the covenants made by men,
worthless.
Only your truth shines,
and those who love it are wise
and walk in the glow
of your light.
From darkness you raise hearts.
Let light shine on your servant.
Your light is everlasting.

The Dead Sea Scroll Collection at The Gnostic Society Library

| Introduction | Texts | Timetable | Resources | Recommended Books |

| Gnostic Society Library | Gnosis Archive |
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Hermansky: Thanksgiving Hymns 7 & 8: 4QH col. 10

Thanksgiving Hymn #7&8
4QH(odayot)a col. 10

Paraphrase and comments by Robert Hermansky

Introduction:

Lawrence H. Schiffman wrote that it is tempting to regard the Thanksgiving Scroll as a series of
hymns for public worship. Thisiswhat | perceived them to be at first. After researching it further, |
discovered that there has been no evidence discovered that concludes or supports this. The passages
were probably written by the leader of a sect or church. Some scholars believe that it was written by
the Teacher of the Righteousness. The poems belong to a devotion of some sort by the people for
their God. This can be cross referenced with the Songs of the Sabbath; where God in the heavens was
praised daily according to fixed rituals. Later it was discovered that it was not a praise of God by
people on earth, but the angles praise of God in heaven.

After further exploration, | found that the Hymns of Thanksgiving could have been used to have the
spiritual effect of the individual members of the community. Penetrating them and therefore
dominating their spirit as if being controlled by aforce. The author of these passages, assumed to be
the Teacher of Righteousness, gives avivid description of mankind being 'in sin,' the constant
struggle with the forces of evil around him, mankind having bad temptations from birth to death.

Another interesting point in the 1st fragment is the use of the word Belial. This word was substituted
for the Angel of Darkness. Is Belial conceived to be areal person in the Hymns or is the author
speaking in general terms of mankind? This use of the word Belial or Angel of Darkness also refers
to the Teacher of Righteousness who uses thisword in his frequent works, ( 1QH 2:16, 4:10, 4:13,
5:26, 5:39, 6:21, 7:3).

Paraphrase:

Hymn #7 (formerly 2):

I[1] give thanksto you, Lord, because you have placed mein the circle of life and guided me against
the evils of the world. Violent men[2] have threatened my life because of my faith in you Lord. For
they are an assembly of trickery and a crowd of evil, the do not know that through you I live and in
your compassion you will spare mein my soul. Because of you they raid[3] my life to spite you by
the judgement of the wicked. But you give me strength in the faces of the unworthy. And | said,
mighty men have pitched their camps and swarmed against[4] me with all the temptations of unjustly
things. They have begun things which have no cure, no stopping. Their weapons of evil engulf the
land like atidal wave upon the shore. Like awave of destruction devouring a multitude of men.
Temptation rose inside me but my soul clung to the faith of you Lord. They have fallen to the
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destruction of each other which they brought on themselves, but | will not fall to the rein of their
destruction,[5] for | keep upon level ground and apart from them | will bless you Lord.

Hymn #8 (formerly 3):

| give thanks to you, Lord, for you have [fastened][6] your eye upon me. Y ou have save me from the
passion of lying deception, and from the congregation[ 7] of those who seek wealth. Y ou have blessed

the soul of the poor one who planned to destroy me by spilling my blood while | was at service to
you. But they did not know that my soul belonged to you, so they made a mockery of mein the
mouths of all that seek for lies. [...] But you, my Lord, have restored the faith of the poor and the
needy against one stronger than me;[8] you have saved my soul from the hand of the mighty. Y ou

have not permitted their insults to pursue me into craving their service. [9]

Footnhotes:

[1] Refersto the author of the story

[2] The violent men is referring to the unbelievers or sinners of faith

[3] Raid meaning to make mockery of

[4] 'pitched their camps and swarmed against' refers to the unbelievers tempting histrue faith

[5] This phrase states how "he" cannot be tempted and will keep prayers with the Lord

[6] Word added by authors but expected to mean taken notice of

[7] Congregation meaning groups of people

[8] This phrase refersto the Lords will to save the poor and the needy against the retched sinners
[9] Their service meaning sin or greed
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Psalms Scroll

Tehillim

Psalms (Tehillim) 110Ps

Par chnment

Copied ca. 30 - 50 C E

Height 18.5 cm (7 1/4 in.), length 86 cm (33 3/4 in.)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquties Authority

Thisimpressive scroll is acollection of psalms and hymns, comprising parts of forty-one biblical
psalms (chiefly form chapters 101-50), in non-canonical sequence and with variations in detalil. It
also presents previously unknown hymns, as well as a prose passage about the psalms composed by
King David.

One of the longer texts to be found at Qumran, the manuscript was found in 1956 in Cave 11 and
unrolled in 1961. Its surface is the thickest of any of the scrolls-Ait may be of calfskin rather than
sheepskin, which was the more common writing material at Qumran. The script is on the grain side of
the skin. The scroll contains twenty-eight incomplete columns of text, six of which are displayed here
(cols. 14-19). Each of the preserved columns contains fourteen to seventeen lines; it is clear that six
to seven lines are lacking at the bottom of each column.

The scroll's script is of fine quality, with the letters carefully drawn in the Jewish book-hand style of
the Herodian period. The Tetragrammaton (the four-letter divine name), however, iswritten in the
paleo-Hebrew script.

Reference:
Sanders, J. A. The Psaims Scroll of Qumran Cave 11 (11QPsa). Discoveries in the Judaean
Desert, V. Oxford, 1965.

English Translation of the Psalms Scroll (Tehillim) 11QPs

Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority
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Column 19: Plea for Deliverance (A Noncanonical Psalm)

1.
2.
3.

SN
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10.
11.

12.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18

Surely a maggot cannot praise thee nor a grave worm recount thy loving-kindness.

But the living can praise thee, even those who stumble can laud thee. In revealing

thy kindness to them and by thy righteousness thou dost enlighten them. For in thy hand is the
soul of every

living thing; the breath of all flesh hast thou given. Deal with us, O LORD,

according to thy goodness, according to thy great mercy, and according to thy many righteous
deeds. The LORD

has heeded the voice of those who love his hame and has not deprived them of hisloving-
kindness.

Blessed be the LORD, who executes righteous deeds, crowning his saints

with loving-kindness and mercy. My soul cries out to praise thy name, to sing high praises
for thy loving deeds, to proclaim thy faithfulness--of praise of thee thereis no end. Near death
was | for my sins, and my iniquities have sold me to the grave; but thou didst save me,

O LORD, according to thy great mercy, and according to thy many righteous deeds. Indeed
have |

loved thy name, and in thy protection have | found refuge. When | remember thy might my
heart

Is brave, and upon thy merciesdo | lean. Forgive my sin, O LORD,

and purify me from my iniquity. VVouchsafe me a spirit of faith and knowledge, and let me not
be dishonored

in ruin. Let not Satan rule over me, nor an unclean spirit; neither et pain nor the evil
inclination take possession of my bones. For thou, O LORD, art my praise, and in thee do |
hope

all the day. Let my brothers rejoice with me and the house of my father, who are astonished by
the graciousness...

[ ] For e[ver] | will rgjoicein thee.

Transcription and translation by J. A. Sanders

Return the Psalms Scroll to The Qumran Library
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Harris, Parrish, & Jones: Wisdom Text: 1Q26,4Q410,4Q412-413,4Q415-421,4Q423

Wisdom Text
1Q26, 4QWisda=4Q410 & 4Q412-413, 4QWisdBab=4Q415,
AQWisdAa-d=4Q416-419, 4QRighta-b=4Q420-421, 4Qfarmer=4Q423

Paraphrase and comments by Tyler Harris, Jenn Parrish, & Carrie Jones

Introduction

A composition of wisdom and instruction, which Wise, Abegg, and Cook title "The Secret of the
Way Things Are," reveals the inflexible purposes of God. Full of words of instruction and
consequences, the text reveals how life should be lived. This can be seen in numerous fragments but
none are more apparent then 4Q419 frag.1 when paraphrased states "carry out my deeds, following
my guidelines’. In addition fragment 4Q418 col. 2 reveals, one's actions will be weighed in the pam
of His hand. Thus, indicating individuals who live their life following Gods commandments will be
allowed into heaven. The consequences for sinnersis written clearly in 4Q416 frag. 1, stating "For
those who have engaged in sin will be fearful as judgement day approaches and even the darkest
depths of Hell will be terrified". Although specific examples of right and wrong are not given, The
Secret of the Was things Are gives a general overview of finding personal wisdom and using that to
become a righteous human who will make the rectified choicesin life.

Paraphrase

4Q410 Frag. 1

.19 ...if yoU] breach any of the ...5..., curses will adhere to you g ...and tranquility will elude you
consequently ...g...what is absolutely promising and what is detrimental...-...forever.

Presently, |, with [the assistance of the Lord] essence...g...he will be truthful ...g The prophecy
regards|...], the dream entails details of the dwelling, for | have envisioned [...]

4Q412 Frag.1

...5 Inflict correction on your tongue, and on your speech. [...]g Reflect on holy thoughts. [...] to
individuals striving [...] 7 Constantly glorify [God...] you will quiver [and shiver] g Exalt His
persona...g the entire congregation...from dusk to dawn [...]

4Q413 Frag.1

Instruction and [intuition] and | will educate you. Now understand the ways of man and the deeds of
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humanity. He will develop wisdom from His truth, and the refusal of sin, 5 [and] shall not be
influenced by circumstances seen or heard. And now, 4, mercy ...of the founding fathers, and
subsequent generations, as God has planned.

40415 Frag.6

The elements of man , Y ou are impoverished, and ...3 you are inadequate in your acquai ntance Test
these things by the secret of the way things are [...] 5 from the source and by the influence.

4Q415 Frag. 9

[Do not let your thoughts reside] g on Foolisnness, do not follow the horde of [evil]...obtain
knowledge, for ; by it He created it, for knowledge is the allowance of the [macrocosm]...she
constituted them, g simultaneously, the dominance of man with [women] her soul, dominance is a
component of her, for [...] 1o if one has unequal [...] 11 In harmony [...men and] women, and in the
scheme of [life].

4Q416 Frag.1

[...] and to gauge His desire...5 day by day..., corresponding to their multitude, [necessary] 5 and its
empire hear...q in accordance to the will of their host and the master of the stars He has promulgated g
through their character and attributes g Between and all their great amount [...] He has counted...

He will critique evil's deeds, but all those whose hearts resides in truth He will honor 1, For those
who have engaged in sin will be fearful as judgement day approaches.,, Even the darkest depths will
be terrified, and al the spirits of flesh will strip naked, and the heavenly followers|...] 13 At the time
of justice all malignant deeds will vanish, and the epoch of righteousness will be absolute.,, And for
infinity, for the Heis the God of truth, and for al times, ;5 So one's soul will differentiate between
right and wrong [...] 16 it isthe desire of the id, and those who comprehend...

40417 Frag.1 Col.1

[Verbalize softly to aleader] ; always, for fear he commands you; one's tone should conform to his
manner, [he...] , without consequences. When congenial, seek, but when argued remain detached. 5
do not cause grief, because you utter...quickly relate his criticism, but do not overlook your sins...s

for he is equivalent of you, for heis|[...hiswishes] he will act, for he is unparalleled in every action...
- of hisactions. On the day of judgement, his demeanor will be in accordance, with him [walk].
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4QA418 Frag. 77

[...] the secret of the way things are, and master the essence of life and consider at his abilities 3

experience has molded him. Only then, can one conceive the pureness of a man's spirit and burden of
his [self-discipline] 4 his soul, and master the answers of the unknown, the force of the period and the

standard of [things to be judged].
4QA418 Frag. 123 Col. 2

[...] , From the beginning to the end of time...3 all the events that occurred, why things were, the way
they were and all lead to an unknown, [future]. 4, The time that God exposes, the answers to the
unknown, too, those who listen...s You will be one of the few, to be able to conceive, when | present
you with the [answers] ¢ Y our actions will be weighted in the palm of my hand along with time...;
Cherish greatly, the lessons learned [...].

4Q419 Frag. 1

[...] carry out my deeds, following my guidelines|...] 5 given to you through Moses, and should be
obeyed... Through his ministers, for they poses the [promise] , Moses will make public which isHis
and [what] 5 From Aaron's descendant's, he will select...q His paths and to verge on [the flames]
which mollifies...; and He passed on... to those who followed Him g and He ordered [...] o the seat of
honor exhilarated in splendor [...] 19 His magnificence, will stand of all time, aswill hislife...;; you
will seek, and the abomination of impurity...3 In turn for loving, they will wallow...ways.

4Q420 Frag. 1 Col. 2

[...] all must be considered before aresponse is rendered , and an answer will not be given, until al is
pondered, after fortitude he will respond [humbly] 5 he will convey...and will strive to find
truthfulness and fairness, and morality , He will find itsroots|[...] and his reason will be modest and
passive, He will not look back...; He will not be achieved through manual labor; this will produce a

neutralization [within] through sagacity ...] poisons. Stretching to all corners of the world searching
for honorable actions.

4Q421 Frag.1 Col 2

Only the knowledgeable and intuitive man, "modest in his stature will chide his teacher, to follow in
the foot steps of their God, 3 | am the virtuous one..."
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Zivraj: A Collection of Proverbs: 4Q424

A Collection of Proverbs:
4QWisd=4Q424

Paraphrase and comments by Krishna Zivraj

Introduction

A Collection of Proverbs aso known as the Sapiential Work belongs to the 'Wisdom Literature' of the
Dead Sea Scrolls. This cave 4 document is also known as 4Q Wisdom. This simple poetic collection,
like any other 'Wisdom' texts, has the usual vocabulary of ‘Judgement’, 'Riches and 'Knowledge'.
However, there are two viewpoints regarding the format of this collection.

Paraphrase

Frag. 1

o[..] aman|..] 3[...] who decidesto build a house and coversits walls with plaster. With him too
[...] 4 thewalls of the house will fall down when rain fallson it.[1]
It is not advisable to have any kind of legal contract with a person who is not stable. 5 Otherwise,

just asametal like lead that |ooks intact melts immediately when heated, the unstable person too will
change his mind and not keep hisword.[2]

6 Do not lay trust on alazy man to run an important errand for you, because alazy person will not
feel responsible to do the job given to him, do not ask him to fetch something for you, 7 because he

will not follow the specific orders given to him.
Do not ask a dissatisfied person [...] g to get any money that you need. It is not wise to trust a man

with adeceitful speech [...] o for he will definitely manipulate your sayings and give a different
meaning to your saying and decisions, for he would not care to keep the truth intact. [...] 1o the words

that come out of his mouth.
Do not let a stingy man handle money; [...] 11 for he will not remain loyal and may not give back

everything that actually belongsto you[...]. 1, and at the time when you need him to repay you, he
will turn his face away from you [...] 13 and the short tempered man will for certain cause harm to
them. A man|[...]

Frag. 2

]
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Frag. 3

[...][3] 1 an irresponsible person will not do his work carefully and according to his position or even

according to his age. A person who gives his verdict before thoroughly examining the situation, and,
a person who believes before looking at the evidence , Do not give him the power to rule over those

who seek for Knowledge, 3 because he will not be able to do justice to his authoritarian position and

hence, not being able to understand the judgments of the other wise people under him, he would not
be able to distinguish agood man form a wicked person. 3 So he will also be contempt.

Do not send a man with a vision impairment to observe the upright[4] for [he will not be able to
look deep into the situation][5]

4 Do not send a man who has a hearing impairment to give his opinion about a dispute and try to

solveit, because he would not be capable of solving the problem, like someone who winnows in the
wind agrain 5 that is not completely separated out. It is not helpful when it comes to talking to a ear

that is not ready to listen to you or in other words, a biased person, or, a person who lacks the spirit

[..]

6 It isfutile to ask aperson who is narrow minded or close minded, to give hisjudgement for heis

not willing to accommodate suggestions and opinions from others and hence, his wisdom remains
restricted and is not allowed to evolve, ;7 and so heis not able to use his wisdom efficiently. The wise

man will be understanding,[6] and he will have the ability to identify wisdom [...] g A man of strong
[...] such aperson would be zealous|...] g He would argue and fight against those who would deviate

from the set rules and principles|[...] for the right of the poor of [...]
10 [...] will care for those people who do not have wealth, the children of the good and wise people

[...] 11 [...] with @l the money of [..]

Footnotes

[1] This passage has some affinity with Jesus' parable of the house built on sand in Matt 7:27 (Wise,
et a, 393).

[2] In other words, never trust a hypocrite.

[3] Eiseman and Wise consider fragment 3 as fragment 2.

[4] This phraseistransated differently by all the four trandators. Wise, et al, suggest a man with
blurred eyes, Eiseman and Wise say that the man has a poor eyesight, Martinez suggests that the man
has tearful eyes whereas Vermes's trandation ssmply says that the man is blind.

[5] The phrase within the brackets is my own interpretation, whereas, the original is lost.

[6] From now on, the text mentions the positive characteristics of awise man rather than the negative
gualities of afoolish man.
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Wanda . Gonzalez-Crespo: The Wiles of the Wicked Woman

The Wiles of the Wicked Woman

Paraphrase by Wanda |. Gonzalez-Crespo

4Q184

She speaks emptiness
andin]...]
She is aways looking for mistakes,
sharpening the words that come from her mouth,
and she flatters men with nonsense and |eads them to usel essness.
Her heart sets traps,
and her kidneys cast nets.
Her eyes have been invaded by evil,
her hands have atight grip on the Pit.
Her feet come down to do evil
and only walk towards crime.
Her thighs are the foundations of the dark,
and many sins are under her skirt.
Her [...] are the gloom of night.

Her clothes are dreary night,
and her jewelry isdrenched in evil.
Her couches are beds of corruption,
and her [...] are the ditches of Hell.
Her houses are a home to darkness,
she resides within the heart of the night.
She pitches her tents on afoundation of darkness,
sherests in the tents of silence,
amidst the everlasting flames.
She does not associate with those who shine.

Sheis the beginning of all pathsto evil.
She will ruin all those who possess her,
and destruction will cometo al those who take hold of her.
Her paths are the paths of death,
and her ways are roads to sin,
her trails lead toward wickedness,
and her pathways, to evil wrongdoing.
Her doors are the doors of Death,
and in through her doorway is Hell.
Those who enter there will never return,
and those who partake of her will fall into the Pit.
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She hidesin secret dl [...].
She disguises herself in the city streets,
and she plants herself by the city gates.
No one will keep her from her never-ending fornication.
Her eyes dart here and there,
looking for a virtuous man to catch,
an important man to lead astray,
ajust man to make unjust,
to draw the righteous from obeying the commandments,
to bring the good man down,
to cause the honest to break the law.
She causes the meek to rebel against God,
and turn their steps away from justice,
to put vanity in their hearts so that they do not stay on the path of righteousness.
She seeks to lead men to the paths of the Pit,
to flatter the sons of men with smooth words.

T U R N e S . I S S
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The Dead Sea Scrolls: Parable of the Bountiful Tree

THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY

Directory to the Dead
Sea Scrolls Collection:

Introduction: The Story of the DEAD SEA S(:ROL LS TEXTS

Scrolls

Texts from the Dead Sea
Scrolls

The Parable of the Bountiful Tree

Timetable of Dead Sea Scroll
Scholarship 4Q302a

Resources for Further Study

F.1Col.2

Recommended Books

Please consider this, you who are wise: If a

man has afine tree, which grows high, all

the way to heaven (...) (...) of the soil, and

it produces succulent fruit every year with

the autumn rains and the spring rains, (...)
and in thirst, will henot (...) and guard it

(...) to multiply the boughs (?) of (...) from
its shoot, to increase (...) and its mass of

branches (...)

Return to:

Gnostic Society Library

Gnosis Archive

F.2Col.1

(...) your God (...) your hearts (...) (...) with
awilling spirit. (...) Shall God establish (...)
from your hand? When you rebdl, (...) your
intentions, will He not confront you,
reprove you and reply to your complaint?
(...) Asfor God, Hisdwelling isin heaven,
and his kingdom embraces the lands; in the
seas (...) inthem, and (...)
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Hosea Commentary

Pesher Hoshe a

4Q166 (4QHosa)

Par chment

Copied late first century B.C E

Height 17.5 cm (6 7/8 in.), length 16.8 cm (6 5/8 in.)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (6)

Thistext isacommentary, or "pesher,” on the prophetic biblical verses from the book of Hosea (2:8-
14). The verse presented here refers to the relation of God, the husband, to Israel, the unfaithful wife.
In the commentary, the unfaithful ones have been led astray by "the man of the lie." The document
states that the affliction befalling those led astray is famine. Although this famine could be a
metaphor, it may well be areference to an actual drought cited in historical sources of that time.

The manuscript shown hereisthe larger of two unrelated fragments of the Hosea Commentary found
in Cave 4. The script, which isidentical to that of acommentary on Psalms, belongs to the rustic,
semiformal type of the Herodian era.

The Hosea Commentary Scroll was first published by J. Allegro as the fifth volume of the official
publication series, "Discoveriesin the Judaean Desert."

In 1979, M. Horgan completed awork on all the "pesharim," or commentaries, which included an
extensive treatment of the Hosea Commentary fragments. The "pesharim" interpreted the biblical text
in light of events of the late Second Temple Period--seeing within the text prophesies and messages
relevant to the community's beliefs and practices.

References
John Marco Allegro Qumran Cave 4. DJD V (Oxford, 1968) Printed book. General
Collections, Library of Congress

Maurya Horgan Pesharim: Qumran Interpretations of Biblical Books (Washington, D.C.,
1979) Printed book. General Collections, Library of Congress
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English Translation of Hosea Commentary (Pesher Hoshe a)

4Q166 (4QpHosa)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (6)

Hos. 2:10-14

1. (10)[SHE DID NOT KNOW THAT] | MY SELF HAD GIVEN HER THE GRAIN [AND
THE WINE]

2. [AND THE OIL, AND] (THAT) | HAD SUPPLIED [SILVER] AND GOLD ... (WHICH)
THEY MADE [INTO BAAL. Theinterpretation of it ig]

3. that [they] ate [and] were satisfied, and they forgot God who [had fed them, and all]

4. his commandments they cast behind them, which he had sent to them [by]

5. his servants the prophets. But to those who led them astray they listened, and they honored
them | ]

6. and asif they were gods, they fear them in their blindness.

7. vacat

8. (11)THEREFORE, | SHALL TAKE BACK MY GRAIN AGAIN IN ITSTIME AND MY

WINE[IN ITS SEASON,]
9. AND | SHALL WITHDRAW MY WOOL AND MY FLAX FROM COVERING [HER

NAKEDNESS|]

10. (12)] SHALL NOW UNCOVER HER PRIVATE PARTSIN THE SIGHT OF [HER] LO
[VERS AND]

11. NO[ONE] WILL WITHDRAW HER FROM MY HAND.

12. Theinterpretation of it isthat he smote them with famine and with nakedness so that they
became a disgra| ce]

13. and areproach in the sight of the nations on whom they had |eaned for support, but they

14. will not save them from their afflictions. (13)AND | SHALL PUT AN END TO ALL HER
JOy,

15. [HER] PIL[GRIMAGE,] HER [NEW] MOON, AND HER SABBATH, AND ALL HER
FEASTS. The interpretation of it isthat

16. they make [the fe]asts go according to the appointed times of the nation. And [all]

17. [joy] has been turned for them into mourning. (14)AND | SHALL MAKE DESOLATE [HER
VINE]

18. [AND HER FIG TREE,] OF WHICH SHE SAID, "THEY ARE THE HIRE [THAT MY
LOVERSHAVE GIVEN] ME."

19. AND | SHALL MAKE THEM A FOREST, AND THE W[ILD BEAST OF THE FIELD]
WILL DEVOUR THEM.

Transcription and trandation by M. Horgan

. Return the Hosea Commentary to The Qumran Library
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The Chosen One
4Qelect=4Q534, 4QarNC=4Q535-6

Paraphrase and comments by Nick Flanigan

Introduction

The fact that all things happen according to God's divine plan for the world is afairly common theme
among the Dead Sea Scrolls. For example, it was thought that if you belonged to the Qumran sect,
then it was so because it was in God's plan that you belonged to it. For this reason, the Qumran sect
sometimes referred to themselves as "the chosen of God." However, the following texts refer to a
particular person as the "chosen one."

It was originally thought that the "chosen one" referred to a messiah (if not the messiah). In 4QTLevi
(4Q541) there is aprophecy of an eschatological priest reminiscent of the man described in this text
(Wise, 428). However, others believe that it isjust as likely that the text aludes to the miraculous
birth of Noah. For this reason, it is sometimes placed together with the remains of other Noah
literature. Vermes believes that this with afew other Qumran fragments "appear to be the relics of a
Book of Noah mentioned in Jubilees x, 13 and xxi, 10." (521).

The scroll marked 4Q534 is also labeled under the designations "40Qmess ar" and "4QElect of God".
This scroll tells what the "Chosen One" will ook like and some about his education and future
greatness. The scroll 4Q535 (also designated "4QAramaic N") tells more about the circumstances of
his birth, athough details are obscure. The last of the scrollsin this set, 4Q536 (also designated
"4QAramaic C") tells of the "Chosen One's* teachings.

Paraphrase

40534
Col 1

1[...] of hishand, two [...] amark. His hair will be red and he will have moleson [...] | and small
marksin his thighs. [And after tjwo years, he will know one thing from another[1]. | While heis
young, he will belike ...[...like] someone who knows nothing, until he sknows the three Books[2] [...]
| Then he will gain wisdom and learn understanding [...] visions will come to him while heis on his
knees. | And with his father and ancestors|...] life and old age. He will have wisdom and discretion |

and he will know the secrets of man. His wisdom will reach out to everyone and he will know the
secrets of all living things. | All of their plans against him will fail, and his rule over al things will be
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great. 10[...] his planswill succeed because he is the one picked by God. His birth and the breath of
his spirit [...] and his planswill last forever. |...]

Col 2

1[--] which [...] fell in ancient times. The sons of the pit [...] | [...] evil. Thespot [...] ([...] |[...]in
ordertogo[..] 5[...] flesh[..]|[...] jand hisbreathing out [...] | forever [..] | 10 [..] |and thecities
[...] jand they will destroy [...] | The waterswill stop [...] they will destroy [...] from the heights. They
will al comef...] 45[...] |[.] and they will all be destroyed. His work will belike that of the
Watcher. | Instead of hisvoice[...] he will establish hisfoundation on him. Hissin and his error | [...]
the Holy One and the Watchers|...] to say | they will speak against him[...].

40Q435
frag. 1

iwhen[..] |Baragel [...] my faceoncemore[...] | got up[..]

frag. 2

1[--.]Jthetime of birth [...] | [...] the walls of the house of [.. ]

frag 3

1[--.] heisborn and they are praised together [...] |[...] heisborn at night and comes out complete...]
 [...] with the weight of three hundred and fifty shekels[3] [...] |[...] he sleep until mid afternoon and
[...] 5 [...] during the day until two yearsare over [...] |[...] heremovesit from him; and after [X] years

[...]
4Q536
frag 1 Col 1

1[--] youwill be[...] | [...] hewill make you think of the holy angels[..] | [...] thelights will be
revealed to him | [...] all of histeachings [...] the wisdom of humanity, and every wise man | [...] in
the region he will be great | [...] humanity will be troubled | [...] he will share God's secrets | [...] he
will understand God's mysteries|...]
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frag 1 Col 2

g hemade[...] | that you are afraid of [...] 19 he will strengthen its concealment at the end of your
powers. His possessions |...] | and he will not die in the days of evil. And his words will contain great
wisdom. | will praiseyou [..] | is sentenced to death. Who will write the words of God in a book that
will not decay? And my sayings|...] |Y ou will come to me and in the time of evil he will know you
forever. A manwho [...] your servants, [...] sons]...]

Footnotes:

[1] "[And after tjwo years, he will know one thing from another" has also been translated as’ which
will be different from each other."

[2] | fedl that thisrefers to the three parts of the Hebrew Bible (the law, the prophets, and the
writings).

[3] A shekel is defined as any of various ancient unit of weight; especially: a Hebrew unit equal to
about 252 grainstroy.

Bibliography:
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THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY

DEAD SEA SCROLLS: TEXTS

The Book of Secrets
1Q27, 4Q299-301
4Q301 F1

(...) I shall speak out freely, and | shall express my
various sayings among you (...) (.. those who would
understand parables and riddles, and those who would
penetrate the origins of knowledge, along with those who
hold fast to the wonderful mysteries...) (...) those who
walk in simplicity as well asthose who are deviousin
every activity of the deeds of humanity ...) those with a
stiff neck, a hard pate, and all the mass of the Gentiles,
with (...)

4Q301 F2

the customs of the fool and the inheritance of the wise
(...) Now what good is the riddle to you, you who search
for the origins of knowledge? Why is the heart honored,
for it isthe dominion (...) aparable? Why isit splendid to
you, foritis(...) Why isaprince(...) ruler?(...) without
strength, and he dominates him with awhip that cost
nothing. Who could say (...) who among you seeks the
presence of Light and Illumination (...) the plan of
memory without (...) (...) by theangelsof (...) (...) those
who praise (...)
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4Q300 F3

so that they would know the difference between good and
evil .....)

1Q27 col 1

secrets of sin (...) but they did not know the secret of the
way things are nor did they understand the things of old
and they did not know what would come upon them, so
they did not rescue themselves without the secret of the
way things are. This shall be the sign that this shall come
to pass : when the sources of evil are shut up and
wickedness is banished in the presence of righteousness,
as darkness in the presence of light, or as smoke vanishes
and is no more, in the same way wickedness will vanish
forever and righteousness will be manifest like the sun.
The world will be made firm and all the adherents of the
secrets of sin shall be no more. True knowledge shall fill
the world and there will never be any morefolly. Thisis
all ready to happen, it isatrue oracle, and by thisit shall
be known to you that it cannot be averted.

It istrue that all the peoplesreject evil, yet it advancesin
all of them. It istruethat truth is esteemed in the
utterances of all the nations - yet isthere any tongue or
language that grasp it? What nation wants to be oppressed
by another that is stronger? Or who wants his money to
be stolen by awicked man? Y et what nation is there that
has not oppressed its neighbor? Where is the peopl e that
has not robbed the wealth of another ...

4Q299 F2 (+ 4Q300 F5) Col 2

what should we call aman who ... his) deeds(...) but
every deed of the righteous has been judged impure. And
what shall we call man who (... call no one on earth) wise
or righteous, for it is not a human possession (...) and not
(...) (...wisdom is hidden) except for the wisdom of
cunning evil, and the schemes of Belia ...) athing that
ought never to be done again, except (...) the command of
his Maker ; and what shall a man do and live? ... he who)
has violated the command of his Maker shall have his
name erased from the mouth of al (...) (...) So listen, you
who hold fast to the wonderful secrets ...) of eternity , and
the plots behind every did, and the purpose of .... He
knows) every secret and stands behind very thought. He
does every (... the Lord of all) isHe, from long ago He
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established it, and forever (...) (...) the purpose of the
origins he opened up to (...) (...) for he tests His son, and
gives as an inheritance (...) (...) every secret, and he limits
of every deed; and what (...) (...) the Gentiles, for He
created them and their deeds (...)

4Q300 F1 Col 2

Consider the soothsayers, those teachers of sin. Say the
parable, declare the riddle before we speak ; then you will
know if you have understood. (...) your foolishness, for
the vision is sealed up from you, and you have not
properly understood the eternal mysteries and you have
not become wise in understanding (...) (...) for you

have not properly understood the origin of Wisdom; but if
you should unseal thevision (...) (...) al your wisdom, for
to you (...) Hear now what wisdom is.

4Q299 F5

(...light)s of the stars for amemoria of His name....)(...
hidden) things of the mysteries of Light and the ways of
Darkness(...) (...) the times of heat with the periods (of
cold....) (... the breaking of day) and the coming of night
(...) (...) theorigins of things(...).

4Q299 F8

(...) How can aman understand without knowledge or
hearing?(...) (...) He created insight for His children, by
much wisdom He uncovered our ears tat we may h(ear...)
(...) He created insight for all those who pursue true
knowledge and (...) (...) al wisdom isfrom eternity; it
may not be changed (...) (...) He locked up behind the
waters, so that not (...) (...) the heaven above heaven (...)

4Q301F3

(...) and Heiswell known for His patience, and might in
His great anger, and splendid (...) Hein His numerous
acts of mercy, and terrible in Hiswrathful purposes, and
honored (...) (...) and over the land He made him aruler,
and God is honored among His Holy people, and splendid
among His chosen, yes, splendid (...) holy, great in the
blessing of (...) (...) their splendor and (...) when the Era
of Wickednessisat an end, and evil doing (...)
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The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Divine Throne-Chariot

THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY

Directory to the Dead
Sea Scrolls Collection:

Introduction: The Story of the DEAD SEA S(:ROL LS TEXTS

Scrolls

Texts from the Dead Sea
Scrolls

The Divine Throne-Chariot

Timetable of Dead Sea Scroll
SChislek:hi Introduction by Geza Vermes

Resources for Further Study

The Divine Throne-Chariot draws itsinspiration from
Ezekiel (1:10) and isrelated to the Book of Revelation
(4). It depicts the appearance and movement of the
Merkabah, the divine Chariot supported and drawn by the
cherubim, which is a the same time athrone and a
vehicle. The"small voice" of blessing is drawn from
RS e 1Kings 19:12: it wasin a"still small voice" that God
manifested himself to Elijah. In our Qumran text this
voice is uttered by the cherubim and it is interesting to
note that although the Bible does not define the source of
ENeSIS AE e the voice, the ancient Aramaic translation of 1Kings
(Targum of Jonathan) ascribes it to angelic beings called
"they who bless silently." The Throne-Chariot was a
central subject of meditation in ancient aswell asin
medieval Jewish esotericism and mysticism, but the
guardians of Rabbinic orthodoxy tended to discourage
such speculation. The liturgical use of Ezekiel's chapter
on the Chariot is expressly forbidden in the Mishnah; it
even lays down that no wise man isto share his
understanding of the Merkabah with a person less
enlightened than himself. As aresult, thereis very little
ancient literary material extant on the subject, and the
Qumran text is therefore of great importance to the study
of the origins of Jewish mysticism.

Recommended Books

Gnostic Society Library

-- Excerpt from: The Other Bible, ed. Willis Barnstone (Harper &
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Row, 1985), p. 705.

The Divine Throne-Chariot

...The ministers of the Glorious Face in the abode of the
gods of knowledge fall down before him, and the
cherubim utter blessings. And asthey riseup , thereisa
divine small voice and loud praise ; thereis a divine small
voice as they fold their wings.

The cherubim bless the image of the Throne-Chariot
above the firmament, and they praise the majesty of the
fiery firmament beneath the seat of hisglory. And
between the turning wheels, angels of holiness come and
go, asit were afiery vision of most holy spirits; and

about them flow seeming rivulets of fire, like gleaming
bronze, aradiance of many gorgeous colors, of marvelous
pigments magnificiently mingled.

The Spirits of the Living God move perpetually with the
glory of the wonderful Chariot. The small voice of
blessing accompanies the tumult as they depart, and on
the path of their return they worship the Holy One,
Ascending they rise marvelously; settling, they stay still.
The sound of joyful praiseis silenced and there is a small
voice of blessing in all the camp of God.

And avoice of praise resounds from the midsts of all
their divisions in worship. And each one in his place, all
their numbered ones sing hymns of praise.

The Dead Sea Scroll Collection at The Gnostic Society Library
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DEAD SEA SCROLLS TEXTS

The Coming of Melchizedek
11Q13
Cal.2

(...) And concerning what Scripture says,
"In this year of Jubilee you shall return,
everyone f you, to your property” (Lev.
25;13) And what is also written; "And this
isthe manner of the remission; every
creditor shall remit the claimthat is held
against a neighbor, not exacting it of a
neighbor who is a member of the
community, because God's remission has
been proclaimed” (Deut.15;2) the
interpretation is that it appliesto the Last
Days and concerns the captives, just as
Isaiah said: "To proclaim the Jubilee to the
captives' (Isa. 61;1) (...) just as(...) and
from the inheritance of Melchizedek, for
(... Melchizedek) , who will return them to
what isrightfully theirs. He will proclaim
to them the Jubilee, thereby releasing them
from the debt of all their sins. He shall
proclaim this decree in the first week of the
jubilee period that follows nine jubilee
periods.

Then the "Day of Atonement" shall follow
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after the tenth jubilee period, when he shall
atone for al the Sons of Light, and the
people who are predestined to
Melchizedek. (...) upon them (...) For thisis
the time decreed for the "Year of
Melchizedek's favor™, and by his might he
will judge God's holy ones and so establish
arighteous kingdom, asit is written about
him in the Songs of David ; "A godlike
being has taken his placein the council of
God; in the midst of divine beings he holds
judgement"

(Ps. 82;1). Scripture also says about him ;
"Over it take your seat in the highest
heaven; A divine being will judge the
peoples’ (Ps. 7;7-8) Concerning what
scripture says; "How long will you judge
unjustly, and show partiality with the
wicked? Selah” (Ps. 82;2) ,the
interpretation applies to Belial and the
spirits predestined to him, because all of
them have rebelled, turning from God's
precepts and so becoming utterly wicked.
Therefore Melchizedek will thoroughly
prosecute the vengeance required by God's
statutes. Also, he will deliver al the
captives from the power of Belial, and
from the power of all the spirits destined
to him. Allied with him will be all the
"righteous divine beings' (I sa. 61;3).

(The...) isthat whi(ch ...all) the divine
beings. The visitation is the Day of
Salvation that He has decreed through
|saiah the prophet concerning all the
captives, inasmuch as Scripture says, "How
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of
the messenger who announces peace, who
brings good news, who announces
salvation, who says to Zion "Your divine
being reigns"." (Isa. 52;7) This scriptures
interpretation : “the mountains” are the
prophets, they who were sent to proclaim
God's truth and to prophesy to all Israel.
"The messengers' isthe Anointed of the
spirit, of whom Daniel spoke; "After the
sixty-two weeks, an Anointed shall be cut
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off" (Dan. 9;26) The "messenger who
brings good news, who announces
Salvation" is the one of whom it iswritten;
"to proclaim the year of the LORD s favor,
the day of the vengeance of our God; to
comfort all who mourn” (Isa. 61;2)

This scripture's interpretation: heisto
instruct them about all the periods of
history for eternity (... and in the statutes)
of the truth. (...) (.... dominion) that passes
from Belia and returnsto the Sons of Light
(....) (...) by the judgment of God, just ast
Iswritten concerning him; "who says to
Zion "Your divine being reigns’ (Isa. 52;7)
"Zion" isthe congregation of all the sons of
righteousness, who uphold the covenant
and turn from walking in the way of the
people. "Your divine being" is
Melchizedek, who will deliver them from
the power of Belial. Concerning what
scripture says, "Then you shall have the
trumpet sounded loud; in the seventh
month . .." (Lev. 25;9)
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The Signs of the Messiah: 4Q521

The)ewish Roman World of Jesus

Archaeology and the Dead Sea Serolls

The Siens o the
Mesbgn 4

Parallels Between A New Dead Sea Scroll Fragment (4Q521)
and the Early New Testament Gospel Tradition

One of the more intriguing of the newly released Dead Sea Scrolls is afragment now titled
"Messianic Apocalypse”" (4Q521). Thistext contains three rather striking features that are
of particular significance for comparing the apocalyptic beliefs and expectations of the
Qumran community with the emerging early Christian movement. First, the text speaks of a
single Messiah figure who will rule heaven and earth. Second, it mentions in the clearest
language the expectation of the resurrection of the dead during the time of this Messiah.
And third, and perhaps most important for students of the New Testament, it contains an
exact verbal parallel with the Gospels of Matthew and Luke for identifying of the signs of
the Messiah.

First, atrandlation of the fragment itself:
[the hea]vens and the earth will listen to His Messiah, and none therein will

stray from the commandments of the holy ones.
Seekers of the Lord, strengthen yourselvesin His service!
All you hopeful in (your) heart, will you not find the Lord in this?
For the Lord will consider the pious (hasidim) and call the righteous by name.
Over the poor His spirit will hover and will renew the faithful with His power.
And He will glorify the pious on the throne of the eternal Kingdom.
He who liberates the captives, restores sight to the blind, straightens the b[ent]
And f[or] ever | will cleav[ve to the hjopeful and in Hismercy . . .
And thefr[uit . . .] will not be delayed for anyone.
And the Lord will accomplish glorious things which have never been as[He. . .]
For He will heal the wounded, and revive the dead and bring good news

http://www.religiousstudies.uncc.edu/jdtabor/4g521.html (1 of 4)2006-08-01 12:16:18



The Signs of the Messiah: 4Q521

to the poor
.. .He will lead the uprooted and knowledge . . . and smoke (?)
(Michael O. Wise, trandation)

The early Christians obviously focused on a single Messiah or Christ, a descendent of king
David, whom they identified as Jesus of Nazareth (Mark 8:27-30; Acts 2:36). They clearly
saw him as God's cosmic agent, who would return in power and glory to rule heaven and
earth (Mark 14:61-62; 13:26-27). They expected that the entire cosmos would come under
subjection to him (Phil 2:9-10; 1 Cor 15:24-28)). They remembered him as one who had
power over the demonic spirits, over disease and death, and even over the forces of nature.
This exalted view of Jesusiswell summed up in the Markan version of the disciples
exclamation when he calms a storm on the Sea of Galilee: "Who then isthis, that even the
wind and the sea obey him?' (Mark 4:35-41).

But like those at Qumran, they associated other special figures and groups with the age of
the Messiah. John the Baptist was of the Aaronic priesthood and was revered as a returned
"Elijah," asure sign that the End was near (Mark 9:9-13; Malachi 4.5 [Hebrew 3:23]). The
Twelve apostles were expected to sit on thrones over the regathered twelve tribes of Israel
in the coming Messianic rule (Matthew 19:28). The followers of Jesus, referred to as the
"elect" or "saints," were expecting to rule over the Gentile nations and even judge angels (1
Corinthians 6:1-4). In line 11 we have a clear reference to the resurrection of the dead. Why
is this so significant? Much ink has been spilled over the past few decades discussing
whether or not the people who composed the Scrolls believed in the distinctively Jewish
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. We know that various Jewish groups during the
Second Temple period disputed over this doctrine of the afterlife. The first references to the
idea of the dead being raised occur only in very late portions of the Hebrew Bible (Dani€l
12:1-3). It was a doctrine that was emerging in certain Jewish circles from the 2nd century
BCE down through the 18t century CE. We see evidence of the dispute reflected in the
Apocryphaand in the New Testament (2 Maccabees 12:43-45; 15:11-16; Mark 12:18-27;
Acts 23:6-10). Obvioudly, for the early Christians, faith in the resurrection of Jesus, and
indeed, of all humankind at the end of days, was a cardinal doctrine (1 Corinthians 15:12;
Acts 24:15).

But what about those at Qumran? Geza Vermes, in earlier editions of hiswidely circulated
book The Dead Sea Scrollsin English, says that the Scrolls never clearly mention the idea,
and concludes that "resurrection” played no part in their eschatology (p. 56, 3rd edition).
His view is commonly reflected in many standard Qumran studies. Of course, Vermes and
other scholars had no access to this text until it was published in Biblical Archaeology
Review in 1992. We now have an unambiguous statement that "raising the dead" was one of
the key expectations of the Messianic age in this community.

Line 11 of this text also contains another highly striking feature. Indeed, it appearsto be the
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closest and most direct linguistic parallel to a New Testament text that we have yet
discovered. Theline reads:

For hewill heal the wounded, resurrect the dead,
and proclaim glad tiding to the poor.

In both Matthew and L uke we read of a deputation that John the Baptist sends to Jesus
while John isimprisoned. John's disciples ask Jesus, "Are you the coming one, or do we
look for another?' The story is thus tightly framed around the question of messianic
identity: what will the signs of the true Messiah be? Jesus answers:

Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, the poor have the glad tiding preached to them (Luke 7:22-23 and
Matthew 11:4-5).

Thisreply is cast in the style of a precise formula. It reflects avery early Christian
expectation of the signs of the messianic age and the marks for identification of the
Messiah. One indication that we have here avery early Christian tradition is that these
passages from L uke and Matthew come from the source scholars have designated as Q,
from the German word Quelle, meaning "source." According to most N.T. scholars, Q was
acollection of the "Sayings of Jesus," somewhat like the Gospel of Thomas in genre, which
was compiled in the middle of the first century, but before our finished Gospels (Matthew,
Mark, and Luke) were written.

The phrase at the end of line 11, about "proclaiming glad tidings to the poor"” is a direct
quotation from Isaiah 61:1, which tells of an "anointed one" (i.e., messiah) who will work
various signs before the Day of the Lord. This passage is quite important in the Gospel of
Luke. In fact, he highlights it as the inauguration of the Messianic mission of Jesus.
According to Luke, it isthis very verse from Isaiah which Jesus reads and claimsto fulfill
in his home town synagogue of Nazareth.

However, what is most noteworthy isthat Isaiah 61:1 says nothing about this Anointed One
raising the dead. Indeed, in the entire Hebrew Bible there is nothing about a messiah figure
raising the dead. Y et, when we turn to the Q Source, which Luke and Matthew quote,
regarding the "signs of the Messiah," we find the two phrases linked: "the dead are raised
up, the poor have the glad tidings preached to them," precisely as we have in our Qumran
text. Luke makes more than passing use of this notion of the "resurrection of the dead" asa
sign of the age of the Messiah. In the two places he quotes Isaiah 61:1 he also mentions
specific cases of resurrection of the dead: as Elijah once raised the son of the widow, Jesus
now raises the son of the widow from Nain (Luke 4:26; 7:11-17). Thisis hardly accidental,
as the close juxtaposition of the texts makes clear.
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It is aso significant that this section of the Q Source is dealing with traditions shared
between the community of John the Baptist and that of the early followers of Jesus. The
close connections between John the Baptist and the community that produced the Scrolls
have been pointed out by many scholars. Through this Dead Sea Scroll fragment, coupled
with the early Q Source of the Gospels, we are taken back to a very early common tradition
within Palestinian Judaism regarding the "signs of the Messiah." We are in a better position
to speak of the common expectations of a variety of interrelated apocalyptic, sectarian,
baptist groups which have fled to the "wilderness' to prepare the "Way of the Lord" (Isaiah
40:3; Luke 3:4; 1QS 8,9). They appear to share a specific set of expectations, and they draw
in strikingly similar ways, upon a common core of prophetic texts from the Hebrew Bible
and related Jewish literature.

Of course, this fragment alone does not settle our attempts to identify the people of the
Scrolls—whether they should be labeled as Essenes, Sadducees, Zeal ots, Pharisees,
Nazarenes, Ebionites, or aunique blend of their own amalgamation. However, the text does
provide a most direct and significant example of a common messianic hope among the
followers of John the Baptist, Jesus, and the Teacher of Righteousness.

For a fuller and more technical treatment of this text see James Tabor and Michael Wise, "4Q521 'On
Resurrection' and the Synoptic Gospel Tradition: A Preliminary Study,"” in Qumran Questions, edited by
James Charlesworth (Sheffield Academic Press, 1995), pp. 161-163.
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Garczynski: Words of Michael: 4Q529, 6Q23

Words of Michael
40mich=4Q529, 6Qunidar=60Q23

Paraphrase and comments by Pete Garczynski

Introduction

The Archangel Michael isthe "protector of Isragl”; he plays a prominent role in Jewish literature.
Michael is considered as the leader of the angels and for this reason is considered the Chief
messenger of God. In The Words of the Archangel Michael, he is portrayed as talking to other angels.
Also heis seen in thetext as being agiven avision from Gabridl. It isthis vision that causes
speculation of to what city they are actually referring to within the text. It at first looks like the author
Is starting to talk about the tower of Babel, but after further consideration it looks asif heistalking
about Jerusalem and the building of the temple. If this assumption is right, then Michael may be
asking why there is an angelic force stationed on the mountains. Gabriel vision may be an
explanation to why they are there and a premonition to the great city that isto be built there.

Paraphrase

4Q529, 6023

1 Wording of text which Michael addressed the angels of God([...], Michael said, "I have located there
an army of angels[1][...]5[...] nine big hills: two to the Ead[t...] ,Jand two to the] South. It was at this
place Michael met with the Angel Gabriel [...][2] 5... During their meeting Michael translated a dream
of Gabriel'. Gabriel then said to Michagl:[...] It was written in his text that God, the all powerful,[...];
the boys of Ham to the boys of Shem. And see my Supreme being, the god of the earth[...]s When it
rains freelyl[...]g view acity Made to worship the Supreme being, Lo[rd Eternal...] ;gAnything that is
bad will be performed before God[ 3], the AlImighty Lo[rd Eternal...];; God will remember his people
[...]12 the Supreme being; to him the prizes and praises and to him[...] 13 in afar away place there will
be aman[...] 14 the man will say to him: 'Observe thig[...] 15 bring to me silver and gold[...]... [...]1¢ the
good man[4]

Footnotes

[1] The original text reads, "troops of fire". In certain texts the existance of fire has been understood
to mean a Godly or angelic presence. [2] The Angel Gabriel is considered to serve asaguide in the
Highest Heaven [3] A hint that the city that may be refered to is Jerusalem [4] From 13 to 16 Cook

suggests a possible parallel to 4Q522 in which the nations bring things to Jerusalem for the Temple
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(WAC, 427).
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Dead Sea Scrolls -- War Rule

The War Rule

Serekh ha-Milhamah

4Q285 (SM

Par chnment

Copied early first century C E

Height 4 cm (1 1/2 in.), length 5 cm (2 in.)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (12)

This six-line fragment, commonly referred to as the "Pierced Messiah” text, iswritten in aHerodian
script of the first half of the first century C.E. and refers to a Messiah from the Branch of David, to a
judgement, and to akilling.

Hebrew is comprised primarily of consonants; vowels must be supplied by the reader. The
appropriate vowels depend on the context. Thus, the text (line 4) may be translated as "and the Prince
of the Congregation, the Branch of David, will kill him," or alternately read as "and they killed the
Prince." Because of the second reading, the text was dubbed the "Pierced Messiah." The transcription
and trand ation presented here support the "killing Messiah" interpretation, alluding to a triumphant
Messiah (Isaiah 11:4).

In September 1992, "Time Magazine" published an article on the War Rule fragment displayed here
(object no. 12) exploring the differing interpretations. A "piercing messiah” reading would support
the traditional Jewish view of atriumphant messiah. If, on the other hand, the fragment were
interpreted as speaking of a"pierced messiah,” it would anticipate the New Testament view of the
preordained death of the messiah. The scholarly basis for these differing interpretations--but not their
theological ramifications--are reviewed in "A Pierced or Piercing Messiah?"

References
Vermes, G. "The Oxford Forum for Qumran Research: Seminar on the Rule of the War from
Cave 4 (4Q285)," Journal of Jewish Studies 43 (Spring 1992):85-90.
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Richard N. Ostling Is Jesus in the Dead Sea Scrolls? Time (September 21, 1992) Unbound
serial. Hebraic Section, African and Middle Eastern Division, Library of Congress.

James D. Tabor A Pierced or Piercing Messiah? -- The Verdict is Still Out Biblical
Archaeology Review 18 (November - December 1992) Unbound serial. Hebraic Section,
African and Middle Eastern Division, Library of Congress.

English Translation of The War Rule (Serekh ha-Milhamah)

4285 (SM
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (12)

1. ]Isaiah the prophet: [ The thickets of the forest] will be cut [down

2. with an axe and Lebanon by a mgjestic one will flall. And there shall come forth a shoot from
the stump of Jesse [

3. ] the Branch of David and they will enter into judgement with |

4. ] and the Prince of the Congregation, the Bran[ch of David] will kill him [

5. by stroke]s and by wounds. And a Priest [of renown (?)] will command |

6. the g]lai[n] of the Kitti[m]

Transcription and tranglation by G. Vermes

. Return The War Ruleto The Qumran Library.
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Dead Sea Scrolls -- Community Rule

The Community Rule

Serekh ha-Yahad

Height 8.8 cm (3 7/16in.), length 21.5cm (8 7/16 in.)

458 (Sd)

Par chnment

Copied late first century B.C. E. Aearly first century C. E.
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (7)

Originally known as The Manual of Discipline, the Community Rule contains a set of regulations
ordering the life of the members of the "yahad," the group within the Judean Desert sect who chose to
live communally and whose members accepted strict rules of conduct. This fragment cites the
admonitions and punishments to be imposed on violators of the rules, the method of joining the
group, the relations between the members, their way of life, and their beliefs. The sect divided
humanity between the righteous and the wicked and asserted that human nature and everything that
happens in the world are irrevocably predestined. The scroll ends with songs of praise to God.

A complete copy of the scroll, eleven columnsin length, was found in Cave 1. Ten fragmentary
copies were recovered in Cave 4, and a small section was found in Cave 5. The large number of
manuscript copies attests to the importance of thistext for the sect. This particular fragment is the
longest of the versions of this text found in Cave 4.

Reference
Qimron, E. "A Preliminary Publication of 4QSd Columns VII-VIII" (in Hebrew). Tarbiz 60
(1991):435-37.

English Translation of The Community Rule

And according to hisinsight he shall admit him. In this way both hislove and his hatred. No man
shall argue or quarrel with the men of perdition. He shall keep his council in secrecy in the midst of
the men of deceit and admonish with knowledge, truth and righteous commandment those of chosen
conduct, each according to his spiritual quality and according to the norm of time. He shall guide
them with knowledge and instruct them in the mysteries of wonder and truth in the midst of the
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members of the community, so that they shall behave decently with one another in all that has been
revealed to them. That is the time for studying the Torah (lit. clearing the way) in the wilderness. He
shall instruct them to do all that is required at that time, and to separate from all those who have not
turned aside from all deceit.

These are the norms of conduct for the Master in those times with respect to hisloving and to his
everlasting hating of the men of perdition in a spirit of secrecy. He shall leave to them property and
wealth and earnings like a slave to hislord, (showing) humility before the one who rules over him.
He shall be zealous concerning the Law and be prepared for the Day of Revenge.

He shall perform the will [of God] in all his deeds and in all strength as He has commanded. He shall
freely delight in all that befalls him, and shall desire nothing except God's will...

Transcription and trandlation by E. Qimron.

« Return The Community Rule back to The Qumran Library
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Damascus Document

Brit Damesek

@

o

4Q271( Df)

Par chnment

Copied late first century B.C E

Height 10.9 cm (4 1/4 in.), length 9.3 cm (3 5/8 in.)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (1)

The Damascus Document is a collection of rules and instructions reflecting the practices of a
sectarian community. It includes two elements. The first is an admonition that implores the
congregation to remain faithful to the covenant of those who retreated from Judeato the "Land of
Damascus." The second lists statutes dealing with vows and oaths, the tribunal, witnesses and judges,
purification of water, Sabbath laws, and ritual cleanliness. The right-hand margin isincomplete. The
left-hand margin was sewn to another piece of parchment, as evidenced by the remaining stitches.

In 1896, noted Talmud scholar and educator Solomon Schechter discovered sectarian compositions
which later were found to be medieval versions of the Damascus Document. Schechter'sfind in a
synagogue storeroom near Cairo, almost fifty years before the Qumran discoveries, may be regarded
as the true starting point of modern scroll research.

References
Baumgarten, J. "The Laws of the Damascus Document in Current Research.” In The
Damascus Document Reconsidered. Edited by M. Broshi. Jerusalem, 1992. Written by
Baltimore Hebrew University scholar Joseph Baumgarten, this 1992 imprint includes an
analysis of the Damascus Document and its relation to Jewish Law, or halakhah.

Rabin, C. The Zadokite Documents. Oxford, 1958.

Schechter, S. Fragments of a Zadokite Work: Documents of Jewish Sectaries, vol. 1.
Cambridge, England, 1910.
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English Translation of Damascus Document (Brit Damesek)

4Q271( D)
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (1)

© N

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16

1
2
3.
4
5

. ...with money...

...[hismeans did not] sufficeto [return it to him] and the year [for redemption approaches?]...
...and may God release him? from hissins. Let not [ ] in one, for

. Itisan abomination....And concerning what he said (Lev. 25:14), [*"When you sell
. anything to or buy anything from] your neighbor, you shall not defraud one another,” thisis

the expli[cation...

...] everything that he knows that is found...

...and he knows that he is wronging him, whether it concerns man or beast. And if

[aman gives his daughter to another maln, let him disclose all her blemishesto him, lest he
bring upon himself the judgement

[of the curse which issaid (Deut. 27:18)] (of the one) that "makes the blind to wander out of
the way." Moreover, he should not give her to one unfit for her, for

[that is Kilayim, (plowing with) o]x and ass and wearing wool and linen together. Let no man
bring

[awoman into the holy] who has had sexual experience, whether she had such experience

[in the home] of her father or as a widow who had intercourse after she was widowed. And
any woman

[upon whom] there is a bad name in her maidenhood in her father's home, let no man take her,
except

[upon examination] by reliable [women] who have clear knowledge, by command of the
Supervisor over

[the Many. Afterlward he may take her, and when he takes her he shall act in accordance with
the law ...and he shall not tell...

[TL]]

Transcription and translation by J. Baumgarten

. Return the Damascus Document to The Qumran Library.
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The Dead Sea Scrolls: Tongues of Fire

Directory to the Dead
Sea Scrolls Collection:

Introduction: The Story of the
Scrolls

Texts from the Dead Sea
Scrolls

Timetable of Dead Sea Scroll
Scholarship

Resources for Further Study

Recommended Books

Return to:

Gnostic Society Library

Gnosis Archive

THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY

DEAD SEA SCROLLS TEXTS

Tongues of Fire
1Q29, 4Q376
1Q29F.1

(...) (...) the stone, just as the
LORD commanded ....) and
your Urim. And it (the
cloud?) shall come forth with
him, with the tongues of fire.
The left-hand stone which is
onitsleft side shall be
uncovered before the whole
congregation until the priest
finishes speaking and after
the cloud has been lifted ...
And you shall keep (...) the
prophet has spoken to you
(...) (--.) who counsels
rebellion (...) (...) the LORD
your God (...)

F.2

(-..) (... the) right-hand stone
when the priest comes out
(...) three tongues of fire
from the right-hand stone
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(...) (from ..)) (...) and after
he goes up he shall draw
near to the people(...)

F.34

(...) (...the LORD) your God
(...) (...Blessed is the God of
Isragl) (...) (...) among them
al. Your name(...) (...and
an) abundance of strenght,
honored (and awesome...)

()

F.5-7

(...) these words, according
todl (...) (... and then) the
priests shall interpret His
will , al (...) (...) the
congregation (...) (... O
Children of Isragl, keep all of
these words) (...) (... to do)
al (...) the number of
commandments (...) (...) their

()
4Q376
F.1Col.1

(...) the anointed priest upon
whose head has been poured
the anointing ail ... and he
shall offer abull of the herd
and aram(...) for the Urim.

Col.2

and your Urim. And it (the
cloud?) shall come forth with
him, with tongues of fire.
The left-hand stone which is
upon its left side shall be
uncovered before the whole
congregation until the priests
finishes speaking. And after
the cloud has been lifted (...)



The Dead Sea Scrolls: Tongues of Fire

And you shall keep (...) and
the prophet has spoken to
youl.

Col.3

according to this entire
commandment. And if the
Leader of the whole nation is
inthe camp or (if ...) his
enemy and Israel with him,
or if they march on acity to
throw up asiege against it, or
in respect to any matter
which (...) to the Leader (...)
thefieldisfar (...)

The Dead Sea Scroll Collection at The Gnostic Society Library

| Introduction | Texts | Timetable | Resources | Recommended Books |

| Gnostic Society Library | Gnosis Archive |

http://www.webcom.com/~gnosi library/tongfi.htm (3 of 3)2006-08-01 12:16:45


http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/dss/dss.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/scroll.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/dss/dss_timeline.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/dss/dss_resources.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/dss/dss_bookstore.htm
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library.html
http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/welcome.html

Sanko: New Jerusalem Description: 1Q32,2Q4,4Q554-5,5Q15,11Q18

New Jerusalem
1QJNar=1Q32, 2QEx¢=20Q4, 4QJM2a=4Q554-5, 5QJNar=5Q15,
11QJN=110Q18,

Paraphrase and comments by John Sanko
Paraphrase and notes edited by Alan Humm

Introduction

New Jerusalem descriptions were written in Aramaic and paralleled Ezekiel x| - xliii, as
well as, Revelation xxi. It is thought that a surveyor of the era was a visionary in ancient
Judea who provided a detailed picture of the entire city's dimensions. The parallels this
work has to the Hebrew Bible is that both measure the city in detail from east to west
escorted by the guidance from a heavenly being. Ezekiel was a prophet that earnestly
awaited the restoration of Israel to its once prosperous state. Other parallels like Isaiah and
the book of Tobit speak of a rejuvenated city and temple of the Lord. Revelation is less
detailed in the actual measuring, but more vivid in depicting the visual heavenliness of the
city with references to jewels, gold, and a running crystal stream. Ezekiel and Revelation
cover more of the rules governing the Lord's people and the manner in which the twelve
tribes of Israel should divide the city. The purpose to the Qumran community is that of a
basic picture of a rewarding place for following the laws of the Lord. Judeaism and
Christianity are similar in many basic concepts in their respective scriptures.

Paraphrase
4Q554
Frag. 1 Col. 1

[...]he[1] measured 35 stadia[2] from north to the southern corner and named the gate the gate of
Simeon.[3]

[From this gate he measured 35 stadia to] the middle gate which was called the gate of Levi.

From this gate he measured 35 stadia to the south which was called the gate of Judah.

From this gate he measured to the [southeastern] corner and then westwards 35 stadia and called
this gate the gate of Joseph.

[He measured] 24 stadia from here to the middle and called the gate the gate of Benjamin.

From here he measure 24 stadiato the [third] gate and called it the gate of Reuben.

From here [to the western corner he measured 24 stadia] and then Col. 2 [northwards] 35 stadia
and called this gate the gate of I1ssachar.

He measured 24 statia from this gate to the middle and named it the gate of Zebulun.
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From here he measured 24 stadia to the third gate and called this gate the gate of Gad.

From here he measured to the northern corner 35 stadia and then eastwards 35 stadia calling this
gate the gate of Dan.

He measured from here to the middle 24 stadia and called this gate the gate of Naphtali.

From here he to the third gate 24 stadia and called this gate the gate of Asher.

He measured from here to the eastern corner 24 stadia.

Then[4] he took me into the city to measure all the city blocks. He measured the length and width of
the blocks to be a 51 x 51 rod[5] square [4Q554 + 5Q15, Frag. 1 cal. I] (357 cu. on each side). The
portico of the street measured 3 rods (21 cu.[6]). He showed me all the measurements of all the

blocks. Each street between the blocks measuring 6 rods in width (42 cu.). Two main streets running
East to West measured 10 rods (70 cu.) in width with the third street (which runs by the left of the
temple) measuring 18 (126 cu.). The two streets running South to North measured 9 rods, 4 cu. in
width (67 cu.) with the main one in the middle he measured at 13 rods, 1 cu. (92 cu.). All the city
streets are paved of white stone, alabaster and onyx.[ 7] [vacat]

The[...][8] eighty posterns were then measured: each 2 rods (14 cu.) with stone jambs measuring
1 rod (7 cu.). He showed me the dimension of the twelve [gates]. Their doors widths were 3 rods (21
cu.). Each door had two jambs measuring 1Y% rods (10%2 cu.). On either side of each of the doors were
towers. Their height and width were 5 rods by 5 (35 cu.). A staircase runs by the inner door, going up
to the height of the towers being 5 cu. wide. The towers and the staircases are each 5 rods, 5 cu.
square (40 cu. on each side of the door)]....] He showed me that the porches of the blocks were 2 rods
(14 cu.) in width, and the width of the[...] measured in cubits. He measured the top of each threshold
with its jambs, measuring inside 13 (length) by 10 cu. (width). He then led me inside the vestibule
where there was another threshold and door on the right side of the inner wall. The wall was
proportional to the outer gate, and measured 4 cu. wide by 7 cu. high. He measured the door to the
room, measuring 1 rod in width. Col. Il (7 cu.). The length of the entrance was 2 rods (14 cu.), with a
height of 2 rods (14 cu.). The corresponding door had the same dimensions as they left the room. To
the left he showed me a stairwell that goes around and up, with identical dimensions, 2 rods by 2 (14
cu.). The doors opposite are the same size. A pillar stands in the middle of the staircase that goes up
and around [9] which measures 6 by 6 cu. [5Q15 + 4Q555] The staircase, which goes up beside it,

measures 4 cu. wide and ascends 2 rodsup to [....]

He brought me to the interior of the city block and showed me the houses between the gates,
fifteen in al. Eight went one direction to the corner gate and seven in another direction to the other
gate. The houses were 3 rods (21 cu.) long by 2 rods (14 cu.) wide. They all have the same floor plan,
and they are each 2 rods (14 cu.) high. Each hasa 2 rod (14 cubit) door in the middle of the house. He
measured the interiors of the houseq|... ? Aninterior feature was ?...] 4 cu. in length and 1 rod (7 cu.)
high. The site has 19 cu. long and 12 wide. The house has 22 beds, and eleven lattice windows above
[...]. On the side was an outer gutter]...] the window, 2 cu. high [...] thickness and width of the wall
[...] the platform, 19 cu. wide [and 12] cu. wide. [...] their height [...] 2 rods (14 cu.) [... awidth] of 3
cu. and alength of 10 [cu....] 1%2cu.[...][10]

4Q554

Frag. 2 Col. 2
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[...]Jits foundation. It was 2 rods (14 cu.) wide and 7 (49 cu.) high. All of it built of electrum and
sapphire and chalcedony with beams of gold. It had 1432 towers whose length equaled their width
and with heights of 10 rods (70 cu.).

[Note: the text continues with a description of the sacrificial activitiesin the new temple and a
prophecy about the surrounding nations|

L W N SR T WSS —— -
Footnotes

[1] The term "he" was meant to be an angel that revealed the New Jerusalem to an unknown person.
[2] A stadeisequal to 2/15 of amile. A cubit can be either 18 or 20 inches (Vermes 568). The
portrayal of the new city in size is unrealistic and would not have been able to have been
accomplished without divine intervention (WAC 180).

[3] The twelve gates are attributed to the twelve tribes of Isragl.

[4] 2Q4 frg. 1 also supports the next couple of sentences.

[5] A rod is 7 cubits.

[6] 'Cubit’ will be abbreviated to 'cu.' throughout.

[7] The jewels and other rarities are meant to express the glory and magnificence of the new city and
temple. The purpose of the extravagant description was to provide or depict hope that the I sraelites
had of a better future.

[8] Martinez conjectures ‘four hundred' in the missing text for atotal of 480 posterns. E.g. 40 x 12.
[9] 4Q554 frg. 1 breaks off here.

[10] 4Q555 and 5Q15 frg. 1 break off here.
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Hack & Carey: The Copper Scroll: 3Q15

The Copper Scroll
3Q15

Paraphrase and comments by Chad Hack & Nathaniel Carey

Introduction

One of the most illusive documents found in the Qumran region is The Copper Scroll. Made of two
separate sheets of copper, rolled up and oxidized right through, the contents of The Copper Scroll
could only be determined after it had been cut into parallel strips.

The text is difficult to read because it is virtually impossible to differentiate between some letters and
others that are amost like them. The copyist made numerous mistakes thus making the task of the
tranglators even more difficult.

The document is mysterious. Isit legend from folklore about fictitious treasures or a catal ogue of
hiding places for real treasures? The formulas and directions are ambiguous and inconclusive thereby
hinting at the possibility that the scroll is a myth. Furthermore, scholars presume that The Copper
Scroll was written about 40 years after all the other scrolls.

Specific and blatant contradictions among the translators forced us students to make educated guesses
between the possible choices without certainty of the accuracy. For example, one translator suggested
that the location of atreasure was facing a certain direction. Meanwhile another translator suggested
that the entrance of the location is facing that direction, but location itself was facing in adifferent
direction. Some treasure had a numeric value and other descriptions of the same treasure did not.
Sometimes the treasure was gold, and other timesit was silver. All together these examples combined
to make the trandlated text ambiguous and intimate towards the fictional nature of the content.

Paraphrase

Column |

In the ruin of Horebbah[1] which isin the valley of Achor, under the steps heading eastward about
forty feet: lies achest of silver that weighs seventeen talents (yard stick).KEN [2] In the tomb of the
third section of stones there is one hundred gold bars. Nine hundred talents] 3] are concealed by

sediment towards the upper opening, at the bottom of the big cistern in the courtyard of the peristyle.
Priests garments and flasks that were given as vows are buried in the hill of Kohlit[4]. Thisisall of

the votive offerings of the seventh treasure. The second tenth is impure. The opening is at the edge of
the canal on its northern side six cubits toward the immersed pool.CA G Enter into the hole of the
waterproofed Reservoir of Manos| 5], descend to the left, forty talents of silver lie three cubits from

the bottom.
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Column I

Forty two talents lie under the stairs in the salt pit. HN Sixty five bars of gold lie on the third terrace
in the cave of the old Washers House[6].QE Seventy telents of silver are enclosed in wooden vessel
that are in the cistern[ 7] of a burial chamber in Matia's courtyard[8]. Fifteen cubits from the front of
the eastern gates, lies acistern. The ten talentslie in the canal of the cistern.DI Six silver bars are
located at the sharp edge of the rock which is under the eastern wall in the cistern. The cistern's
entrance is under the large paving stone threshold. Dig down four cubits in the northern corner of the
pool that is east of Kohlit. There will be twenty two talents of silver coins.

Column lli

Dig down nine cubits into the southern corner of the courtyard. There will be silver and gold vessels
given as offerings, bowls, cups, sprinkling basins, libation tubes, and pitchers. All together they will
total six hundred nine pieces. Dig down sixteen cubits under the eastern corner to find forty talents of
silver.TRVotive vessels and priestly garments are at the northern end of the dry well located in
Milham[9]. The entrance is underneath the western corner. Thirteen talents of silver coins are located

three cubits beneath a trap door in the tomb in the north-east end of Milham.
Column IV

Fourteen talents of silver can be found in the pillar on the northern side of the big cistern in Kohlit.
SK When you go forty-one cubits into the canal that comes from...you will find fifty-five talents of
silver. Dig down three cubits in the middle of the two bouldersin the Valley of Achor, and you will
find two pots full of silver coins. At the mouth of the underground cavity in Aslah[10] sit two

hundred talents of silver. Seventy talents of silver are located in the eastern tunnel which isto the
north of Kohlit. Dig for only one cubit into the memorial mound of stonesin the valley of Sekaka[11]

to find twelve talents of silver.
Column V

A water conduit is located on the northern side of Sekaka. Dig down three cubits under the large
stone at the head of this water conduit to discover seven talents of silver. Vessels of offering can be
found in the fissure of Sekaka, which is on the eastern side of the reservoir of Solomon[12]. Twenty-

three talents of silver are buried quite nearby above Solomon's Canal. To locate the exact spot, go
sixty cubits toward the great stone, and dig down for three cubits. Thirty two talents of silver can be
located by digging seven cubits under the tomb in the dried up riverbed of Kepah[13], whichis

between Jericho and Sekaka.

Column VI

Forty-two talents of silver lie underneath a scroll in an urn. To locate the urn, dig down three cubits
into the northern opening of the cave of the pillar that has two entrances and faces east. Twenty-one
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talents of silver can be found by digging nine cubits beneath the entrance of the eastward-looking
cave a the base of the large stone. Twenty-seven talents of silver can be found by digging twelve
cubits into the western side of the Queen's Mausoleum([14]. Dig nine cubits into the burial mound of

stones located at the Ford of the High Priest to find twenty-two talents of silver.
Column ViIi

To find four hundred talents of silver measure out twenty-four cubits from the water conduit of Q...of
the northern reservoir with four sides[15]. Dig six cubits into the cave that is nearby Bet Ha-Qos[ 16]
to locate six bars of silver. Dig seven cubits down under the eastern corner of the citadel of Dog[17]
to find twenty-two talents of silver. Dig three cubits by the row of stones at the mouth of the Kozibah
river[ 18] to obtain sixty talents of silver, and two talents of gold.

Column VI

A bar of silver, ten vessels of offering, and ten books are in the agueduct on the road that is to the east
of Bet Ahsor[19], which is east of Ahzor[20]. Dig down seventeen cubits beneath the stone that lies
in the middle of the sheep pen located in the outer valley to find seventeen talents of silver and gold.
Dig three cubits under the burial mound of stones |located at the mouth of the Potter ravine to find
four talents of silver. Dig twenty-four cubits below the northward burial chamber that is located on
the south-west side of the fallow field of the valley of ha-Shov to reveal sixty-six talents. Dig eleven
cubits at the landmark in the irrigated land of ha-Shov and you will find seventy talents of silver.

Column IX

Measure out thirteen cubits from the small opening at the edge of Nataf[21], and then dig down seven
cubits there. Seven talents of silver and four stater coins lie there. Dig down eight cubits into the
eastern-looking cellar of the second estate of Chasato obtain twenty-three and a half talents of silver.
Dig sixteen cubitsinto the narrow, seaward-facing part of the underground chambers of Horon[22] to
discover twenty-two talents of silver. A sacred offering worth one mina of silver islocated at the
pass. Dig down seven cubits at the edge of the conduit on the eastern side inside the waterfall to
locate nine talents of silver.

Column X

When going down to the second floor, look to the small opening to find nine talents of silver coins.
Twelve talentslie at the foot of the water wheel of the dried up irrigation ditches which would be fed
by the great canal. Sixty-two talents of silver can be found by going to the left for ten paces at the
reservoir which isin Beth Hakerem|23]. Three hundred talents of gold and twenty penalty fees can be
found at the entrance to the pond of the valley Zok. The entrance is on the western side by the black
stone that is held in place by two supports. Eight talents of silver can be found by digging under the
western side of Absalom's Memorial[24]. Seventeen talents are |located beneath the water outlet in the

base of the latrines. Gold and vessels of offering are in this pool at its four angles.
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Column XI

Very near there, under the southern corner of the portico in Zadok's tomb[25], beneath the pillars of

the covered hall are ten vessels of offering of pine resin, and an offering of senna.

Gold coins and consecrated offerings are located under the great closing stone that is by the edge,
next to the pillars that are near by the throne, and toward the tip of the rock to the west of the garden
of Zadok. Forty talents of silver are buried in the grave that is under the colonnades. Fourteen votive
vessels possibly of pine and resin are in the tomb of the common people and Jericho. Vessels of
offering of aoes and tithe of white pine are located at Beth Esdatain, in the reservoir at the entrance
of the small pool. Over nine-hundred talents of silver are next to the reservoir at the brook that runs
near the western entrance of the sepulchre room.

Column XIlI

Five talents of gold and sixty more talent are under the black stone at the Western entrance. Forty-
two talents of silver coin are in the proximity of the black stone at the threshold at the sepul chral
chamber. Sixty talents of silver and vessels are in a chest that is under the stairs of the upper tunnel
on Mount Garizim[26]. Six-hundred talents of silver and gold lie in the spring of Beth-Sham[27].
Treasure weighing seventy-one talents and twenty minas are in the big underground pipe of the burial
chamber at the point where it joins the house of the burial chamber. A copy of thisinventory list, its
explanation and the measurements and details of every hidden item are in the dry underground cavity
that isin the smooth rock north of Kohlit[28]. Its opening is towards the north with the tombs at its

mouth.

Footnotes

[1] Horebbah like most of the locations are either fictional or too ambiguous in description to merit
verification.

[2] According to Wise, Abegg, Cook the signifigance of the greek letters that follow thisin several of
the subsequent descriptions remains mysterous.

[3] The introduction by Vermes suggests that the amount of treasure is arbitrary. All of the amounts
would total sixty-fivetonsof silver and twenty-six tons of gold in weight.

[4] The existence and location of this place is unknown.

[5] Thislocation is unknown.

[6] Thislocation is unknown.

[7] Wise, Abegg and Cook suggest that the cistern described here may be the large ancient cistern
lying just beneath the First Wall of Jerusalem.

[8] The location of Matia' s courtyard is unknown.

[9] Wise, Abegg and Cook are uncertain whether Milham refers to a place or a structure.

[10] Wise, Abegg and Cook state that the Wadi Atsla opens to the northwest of the Dead Sea, about
two kilometers from the site of Qumran.

[11] Secacah appears in the Bible in Joshua 15:61, in alist of cities located in the wilderness of
Judea. The modern identification is disputed, but many scholars think that Secacah was an ancient
name for the site of Qumran.

[12] The pool of Solomon is unidentified.
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[13] Kepah's location is unknown.

[14] The Queen’s Mausoleum is unidentified, but it may well have been located near Jericho, where
the Hasmonean kings and queens had done considerable building and lived part of the year according
to Wise, Abegg and Cook.

[15] All of the translations submit only a hiatus after the capital Q.

[16] The priestly family of Hakkoz lived near Jericho. According to Ezra 8:33 and Nehemiah 10:6,
they may have been in charge of the Temple treasury in the Second-Temple period.

[17] Dok is about two kilometers north of Jericho according to the sources of Wise, Abegg and Cook.
[18] Kozibah apparently designated that portion of the Wadi Qelt stretching between Ein Qelt and
Jericho.

[19] This location is unknown.

[20] Thislocation is unknown.

[21] Nataf was a small opening resembling alarge birdhouse that had many entrances, many birds
lived there at the same time.

[22] A city located sixteen kilometers northwest of Jerusalem.

[23] Beth Hakerem is on the south of Jerusalem, at the modern Kibbutz Ramat Rachel. No treasure
has been found there by modern inhabitants.

[24] Stood in the Ancient Royal Valley, now known as Emeq Rephaim thirteen hundred kilometers
south of Jerusalem.

[25] No notes are given on Zadok.

[26] A former site of the Samaritians temple to the God of Isradl.

[27] Beth Shem is unknown. It may be an error for Beth Shemesh, the city in the southwest famously
associated with Samson.

[28] Theinventory list with all its details is supposedly in another Copper Scroll. But it has never
been found.
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