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SELECT WORKS

OF THE

EMPEROR JULIAN,



*
#
* The inaufpicious name of JULIAN is {lamped on the

memory of all ages, not more by the extent of his do*

minions than by the infamy of his deferting the Chriftian

religion : that great and eternal blot, that lingle ftain,

which has totally fullicd all his other graces and accom-

plifliments ; adorned, as he was, with every endowment of

nature, genius^ learning, and eloquence, furrounded by a

noble train of attendant virtues, temperance, continence,

liberality, moderation in his mode of life, and diftinguiftied

alfo by the renown of valour and fuccefs in war. But as

it was by no means my intention, I will not fay to erafe

or remove (for what Chriftian would attempt that?), but

in the lea ft to difguife or extenuate, the blemiifh that his

name has thus contracted, by paying fome refpedt to his

other virtues ; fo that elogium of uncommon erudition and

elegance which his lucubrations in various branches of li-

terature have received from fo many paft ages, fhould not,

J thought, on that account be with-held from them.

SPANHEIM, in Dedic.
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P R E F A C E.

THE Abbe de la Bleterie publifhed, In

1735, La Vie de f Empereur Juliaj^

j2mo. * To this he added, in 1/48, L' HiJ-

toire de /' Empereur Jdvien, et TraduEllons ds

yuelques Ouvrages de /' Empereur Juiien, in

two volumes, fmall 8vO. Both thefe works

are executed with uncommon elegance and

judgement, and have been Very ierviceablc

to me in the following tranflations. With

great fagacity the Abbe has explained and

enlightened feverai ambiguous and qbfcure

paflages ; and many others he has happily

illuftrated, though, in general, by endea-

vouring to give the idea of his author as he

prefumes
"

Julian himfelf would have ex-

*'
prefled it, if he had written in French,"

* Bleterie's Life is indeed a very elegr.nt one, snd writ

with much candour and impartiality. He is rv; d-c;
v imn

in the learning of thole times, but his ^ocd ftn.e
gi-

; era'
1 *

enables iiim to feize the right. WAS.I-UR-, o v.

VOL. I. b his



PREFACE.
his verfion is. too free and paraphraftical. If

I have fleered between the extremes of thofc

<c literal verfions," thofe " homely copies,"

which he condemns, and the beautiful, but

flattering, likenefs which he has drawn, I

fhall have fucceeded to-* my wifh, being de-

firous of reprefcnting this Imperial author

juft as he is, as far as the idiom of the two

languages will admit, in which the Englifh.

in point of analogy to the Greek, has the

advantage of the French. Mod of the an-

notations of M. de la Bleterie I have adopted,

and the rather, as few pf them have befor?

appeared in Englifh. A tranflation of his

" Life of Julian," by fome ladies *, was puh-

lifhed in 1746, under the infpection of Mr.

Bowyer; but the." Hiflory of Jovian" ha?

till now been to our country
" a fountain

" fealed." Were the learned Abbe frill liv-

ing, I mould, however, defpair of fatisfying

him in this attempt, having traced him more

clofely than he has tranflated Julian, or

wilhed to be tranflated himfelf.

The occaiion, and the motives, that en-

gaged me in this undertaking being the fame

* Mrs. Williams, a blind lady, affifted by two fitters of

the name of Wilkinfon. Anecdotes of Bowycr
t p. 185.

with



PREFACE.
with thofe of this French academician, 1

Cannot fo well exprefs them as in the lame

words :

"
Having lately met with the works of

"
Julian, notwithftanding the juft horror

" with which I was infpired hy his apof-
*'

tacy, I found them equally eloquent and
"

ingenious, and perhaps more worthy to

" he read than many of the ancient Pagan
" writers. Befides, his morality being more
*' refined than theirs, hecanfe it has retained

" a tint of ours, I perceived in his writings
" a multitude of particulars ufeful for hiftory,
" and others, contrary to the intention of

*' the author, very advantageous, and highly
"

honourable, to religion. It feemed griev-
" ous to me, that ill-founded fcruples fhould

"
prevent tranflatiny; into our language

tl that which deferved it.
' The Emperor

'

Jovian,' laid I to myielf, very zealous

* as he was for the faith, did not think the

*

adorning the tomb of Julian, and honour-
6

ing, even in the ames of that apoflate
'

prince, his rank as a man and an emperof,
4

incompatible with the true fpirit of Ghrii-

*

tianity. Would it therefore be criminal

' not to neglect the productions of his ge*
4

nius, and to draw them from the obfcurity

b 2,
* of



P RE FA C E.

of the learned languages ?' The excellent

" Latin veriion of Father Petau * has already
"

placed Julian within the reach of thofe

" who are not fufficiently acquainted with
" Greek to read the original ; and the cele-

" brated Satire of THE OESARS, publifhed
" in French by M. Spanheim -j-? with a long

" and

* PETAU DIONYSTUS [or FETAVIUS], a Jefuit, was one

of the moft learned men of his age. He was born m the

city of Orleans, and honoured it by his merit. He was a

vaft genius, formed for literature, and rendered himfelf

a prodigy of knowledge. For, befides the learned 'lan-

guages, which he wrote an-d {poke with the greateft fluency,
. there never was a divine more profound, an hiftorian better

informed, an orator more eloquent, a critic more judicious,

a poet more ingenious and more flowery. In fhort, of

nothing in literature he was ignorant. His excellent works

leave no .room to doubt ihrs truth.. Father Petau entered

among the Jefuits in the year 1605, wn
'

lcn was the zzd of

his age. He was profellor there of eloquence, and after-

wards of facred literature, and during the forty-eight years
that he lived there in a mod exemplary and edifying manner,
he was the ornament of his fociety, the friend of all men
of learning, the admiration of foreigners, and, in a \vord,

one of the moft excellent geniufes in France in the xvnth

century. F. Petau died in the college of Clermont, at

Paris, on the iith of December, 1652, aged 69. See his

Life, written by another great man, Henry de Valois, his

intimate friend, with the funeral elogiums of the learned,

Befidcs numerous other works, he printed, in 1613, xvi
orations of Themiftius, in Greek and Latin, with nntes

and conje&urcs of his own ; and in 1634. [rathtr 1630]-, he

publifhcd the works of the Emperor Julian, 410. &c.

MORERI.
4 Si'ANHEiM EzEKtEL,the eldeft fon of Frederick -.pan-

profellor of divinity at Leaden, was burn at Geneva,
m



PREFACE.
" and learned commentary, has inftructed

" the moft intelligent, without offending the

" moft ignorant *."

Of all the remaining works of Julian, both

thofe which are here tranflated, and thofe

which are not, M. de la Bleterie has given
the following very accurate account :

"
Independently of thofe faults of his

"
age, which Julian has not fufficiently

"
avoided, I mean a tafte for declamation,

" and the malady of quoting inceffantly the

"
ancients, efpecially the divine Hemer,

" whether by way of ornament, or even of

"
proof, 1

queftion whether the two PANE-

in the year i6rg. For proofs of his extenfive learning
fee his work Jc prafiantia. ft ufu numifmatum, his Diflerta-

tion on a medal of the Abderites, his five letters to Morell,
a famous antiquary and medallifi, which have been j;rint,;d

with the Specimen univerfa: rei nummaria (intiqutf, which the

fame Morell publilhed at Leipfic, in 1695 ;
his notes on

Callimachus, and on the CAESARS of the Emperor Julian,
and feme other treatifes, whofe title may be feen in

Moreri, Paris edition, 1695. ^'ou ma
>"

tnere a^ fid a

feries of all the employments to which he wad lucceffively
raifed at the courts of various princes, till he was fent for

the fourth time to the court of France {"by the F.ledtcr of

Br^ndc-nburgh], after the peace of Ryfwick. He continued

at Paris from that time to the beginning of the year 1701,
when he was fent ambaflador to England by his mafter, the

new king of Pruffia [with the title and dignity of Baron],
lie died there OR. 28, 1710, aged 81. EAY^E,

*
Preface a la Pie dt Julicn, p. r 3.

b " GYRJCS



PREFACE.
" GYRICS ON CONSTANTIUS * would afford

4< much pleafure [to a modern]. Notwith-
"

{landing the beauties of narration, which
"

Julian has the art of diffufmg, they err

"
eflentially as to their fubjtci. Equitable

" readers would blame the author for having
" been obliged to employ fo much art and

**
genius to erect into a hero a prince of

<c moderate talents \vhcm he hated and

" feared. But would they forgive a tranf-

t; lator for fatiguing pofterity by the irkfome

<s
repetition of praifes which fear and ne->

*'
ceffity rendered exculable in the mouth of

" an orator who pronounced them on pain
" of death ?

44 THE PANEGYRIC ON THE EMPRESS
" EUSEBIA -f is a memorial of the gratitude
<; of Julian. He does not fpeak there, hovv-

"
ever, fufficiently from the heart. It is a

*'
frigid, didactic, monotonous elogium. As

*' the author quotes in it fome particulars of
"

antiquity, that are leis known now than

**
they were then, the generality of readers

* Orat. I. O-.'f. II. Thefe f.vo panegyrics contain mnny
farts, and excellent principles cf government. Julian wrote

the fecond in Gar.!. Some P;>g;iTi phrafes occur in them,
which would induce us to think that he retouched them

alter he had declared himfelf a Pagan. Life of Julian*

f O>at. III.

would
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" would think the piece too learned, and

" would not fail to fay, that Julian intended

" to convince his benefactrefs that he made
lt ufc of the library which (he had given him.

" THE DISCOURSE IN HONOUR OF THE
" SUN-KING *, in Solem Regem, is an elo-

"
gium on the Logos of Plato. Julian has

" fome remarkable expreffions on the fub-

"
ject of that intelligence, the eternal pro-

" dutlion of the Sovereign God, of whom
"

it is the living image, which, from all

"
eternity, according to Julian, arranged the

"
univerfe, which preferves and will always

"
preferve it, which, holding the fame place

" in the intelligible world that the fun

" holds among corporeal beings, is the

"
fource, the centre, the light of the fub-

" altern Gods, and of all the fpirifs to which
" virtuous fouls will be reunited after death;
" which manifeftsits power, and reiides, in an
"

efpecial manner, in the ftar whofe rays
"

enlighten the material world. This work
"

is ufeful and curious to fuch as wifli to

" know fundamentally the philofophical pa-
"

ganifm of the Platonifts of that time, and

ct the fyftem of religion which Julian formed

* Orat. IV.

b 4
' to
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" to himfelf. But this long difcpurfe pre-r
" fents fuch a confufed mixture of meta
44

phyfics and phyfics; it has fo much ver

"
bofity, fo little juftice and preciiion, that

^ it can do no honour but to the fecundity
" of Julian, who cpmpofed it in the fpace
(i of three nights.
" He employed only one in making the

" ELOGIUM ON THE MOTHER OF THE GODS*.
" It was compofed at Peffinuntus in Phrygia,
*' where was a temple of that Goddefs, ap-
"

parently to revive the zeal of the people.
" He tortures his genius and imagination to

"
explain allegorically the fable of Cybelq

" and Atys, with the ceremonies of their

"
worfhip. All thefe efforts terminate merely

" in publifning, with the tone of an enthu-

* Graf. V. One of the orations of Julian is confecrated

to the honour of Cybele, the Mother of the Gods, who re-

quired fr^m her effeminate priefts the bloody facrifice fp

rifiily performed by the mndnefe of the Phrygian boy. The

pious Emperor comieuends ro relate, without a bluili, a'ld

\vithout a fiuile, the voyage of the Goddefs from the

(liores of IVrgniViiTs to the mouth of the Tyber; and the

ilnpendous n/iracic, which convinced the fenate and people

of Ron e tint the lump of clay, which their ambafladors

tnnlponed over th'-'VtY.s, was endowed with life, and fenti-

it.cnt, and divine power. For the truth of this prodigy lie

r.ppe;'
1

? to the publi- nv niiments of the city; ,uid cenlllres,

with iome arrimony, ;i;cr f.Lkly and aftcfted taftc of thofe

men, ^ho impertinently derided the lacred traditions of

their anceftors. GIBBON.

"
fiaft,
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'*

fiaft, a romance of very obfcure phyfics,
" If 1 perfectly underftood it, I mould not

" have tranflated it, on account of the ob-

"
fcenity of the poetical fable, from which

"
Julian, neverthtlefs, endeavours to deduce

" even ibme moralities.

" THE DISCOURSE entitled AGAINST IGNO-

* RANT CYNICS *, contra imperitos canes, is

f< alfo an impromptu which he compofed in

" two days, at his leifure hours, indignant
" at the irreverence and audacioufneis of a

" diflblute Cynic, who, not contented with
"

leading a voluptuous life, ridiculed the

"
fingularities of Diogenes, and treated him

" as a coxcomb. Julian undertakes the apo-
"

logy of the mafter, and exerts himfelf

*'
againft the difciple, with all the warmth

*' of a man, who, in order to be a new Dio-

"
genes, wanted only the wallet and ftarK

" I think that this piece, though inferior to

" thofe which I have tranflated, would not

"
difpleafe in French.
"

I will not fay the fame of THE DISCOURSE,
" which is addrefled TO another Cynic, na-

' medHERACLius -f. This philofopher, ha-

^
ranguing in the prefence of Julian, had de-

* Orat. VI. f Oral. VII.
' livcred



PREFACE.
*' livered an allegorical fable, in which he
"

modeftly took upon himfelf the part of

"
Jupiter, and gave the Emperor that of the

" God Pan. Julian was ftill more hurt by
" the little refpeft with which the Cynic
" mentioned the Gods. He was very near

"
impofing filence on this profane declaimer.

* s But having then made an effort of patience,
" as well from regard for the audience, as

" for fear of being confidered as he faid, as

" a fufpicious man, who is feared at every
"

thing, he indemnifies himfelf by giving
"

fcope to his zeal in a long difcourfe; whofe
46

object is to prove that a Cynic, an enemy,
"

by his profeffion, to all diffimulation and
"

difguife, ought not to compofe fables ; or,

" if he will compofe them, that they mould
" at leaft be ferious, inftructive, religious.
44 This difcourfe, which would be clearer,

"' if the fiction which fhocked Julian were
il known tp us, contains fome curious par-
*' ticulars relating to the origin and nature

" of fable, on the ancient and modern
"

Cynics, &c. But what feems there moft
*'

worthy of attention is a fable by Julian,
" which I mall prefently mention.

"
Julian
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< 4

Julian was only Csefar when he com-
* 4

pofed the piece entitled, A CONSOLATORY
" D.SCOURSE ON THE DEPARTURE OF SAL-
" LUST *. It is the fame Salluft whom
44

Julian afterwards made Praefeft of Gaul,
" and who muft not be confounded with the

" Prefect of the Eaft. Under Conftantius

44 he had a confiderable employment in Gaul.

44 His talents and fidelity having rendered

44 him the intimate and confidential friend

44 of the C;?efar, the jealoufy and intrigues of
" the court did not fail to difplace and recall

44 him. Julian, who was fenfible of all the

4<

greatnefs of his lofs, endeavours, in this

"
difcourfe, to confole himfelf, and to con>

44 fort his friend, for fuch a cruel feparation.
44 He regrets not only the charms and de-

"
lights of an union founded on the love of

44 virtue and the public good, but alfo the

44 affiftance of another felf, who partook his

"
engagements, his pains, and his pleafures,

44 of a true man, whofe like he defpairs to

44
find, who loved him without intereft, re-

* 4

proved him without arrogance, and told

* Orat. vin.
44 him
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'*' him the truth without difguife. He
<* makes a very .rare and moil refpeftable

'.* confeflion, efpecially in the mouth of a

"
prince ; he lays, in exprefs terms, that he

44 owes to Salluft all his reputation. In this

44 work are fentiment and principles ; but

44
they are a little choaked by the quo-

44 tations and examples of antiquity. The
44

piece was composed to be published, though
" the author \vas appreheniive that it would
" not. On that account he confines himfelf to

44
generals. It is plain, that, full of vexation,

46 and pierced with a grief which he conceals

* 4 in the bottom of his foul, he choofes to

"
tell Salluft any thing but what he tells

" him. If he fpeaks to him of Scipio, Ladlus,
"

Cato, Pythagoras, Plato, Democritus, Pe-
"

ricles, Anaxagoras, &c. it is becaufe he
" dares not fpeak of what interefts him moil.

" Thofe who cannot be ignorant are reduced
44

by iervitude and conftraint to pedantry :

" witnefs molt of the Greeks who wrote
44 under the Roman empire. Julian, as a

44
private man or the Casfar, lived in a

44 moft dreadful conftraint. This perhaps
44

is one of the caufes of that mifplaced
44

erudition
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" erudition which disfigures many of his

" works -*.

" He could, however, forego erudition

" when he pleafed, as we may be convinced

"
by reading his MANIFESTO againft theErri-

*'

peror Conftantius
-f-.

This work has no-

"
thing pedantic, but the being addrefled TO

'* THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF ATHENS,

." whom Julian treats as he would have

" done the Athenians in trie time of Mit-

"
tiades, Ariftides, and Themiftocles. The

46
piece is written .in a folid, noble, perfualive

" manner, without 'declamation, without di-

"
greliion,

without a fingle quotation
1

, 'even

46 from Homer, and gives occaiion to pfefume
" that, the faults which are juitly blamed

*' would not have been fouiid in the :other

" works of Julian, if he had only exercired

" his pen on happy fubjecls J.

" A long FRAGMENT ofinftruclion \vr.s

<* addrefled by him, in quality of Sovereign
"

Pontiff, to a Pagan prieft. It feerns at 'if

* This Orarion is omitted by M. de ia Bleterie, i>ufcis

tranflmed in the tb'.lnvving work.

f ///?.
ad S. P. ^ A.

I I l-.avc aifo transited this Ejjiulc. .
M. d-e la Bleterie

h?.s omitted rt from " /motives of delicacy," having 'inter-

v-oven almo.ft the whole of it into his
"

Life of Julian."
'

FRAGMENTUM ORAT. AUT EPXST.

"
Julian
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li
Julian there pretended to reduce Paganifm

" into a iyftem; and that the inftruction was
" divided into two parts,, the firft. of which
"

concerned, if I may ib exprefs myfelf, the

"
doctrine, and .the -morals, and the fecond

". contained the rules of discipline. It is, in

4t
general, a valuable and a very honourable

"
teftimony to our religion, as, on one fide,

" the reformer of Hellenifm thinks nothing
" more proper to render it refpeclable than

" to borrow, if he could, from the Chrrftian

"
church, her difcipline and manners ; and,

" on the other, he fubfftitutes to revealed

". fa&s ibme extravagant fables. He rejects
" what Moles informs us of the creation of
" Adam, in order gravely to utter a theurgic
16

tradition, "according to which, Jupiter,
" in arranging the univerfe, let fall, fome
"

drops of blcoc-!, and of that facred liquor

.'.' formed mankind. In truth, religion is

14 well avenged of its enemies by the very

" abiurditics \\hich they prefer to its tenets ;

" and fending them firong delufan, they Jhall
* ' believe a lie. Such a one, who ridicules

" the fable of Julian, if he does not believe

4< our facred fcriptures any more than Julian,
*'

admits, as to the origin of man, and a mul-
" titude
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* titude of other points, fome hypothefes,
" which, by being inverted with a metn-t

44

phyfical jargon, are not lefs irrational than
" his pretended tradition. In this f^me

"FRAGMENT the author avows that he
" would have r-ebuilt the temple of Jeru-
"

falem; and we are fenfible of all the im-
"

portanceof that avowal. The account of
" the rules which he prefcnbes to his pontiffs
*'

is copied from the idea,- or what the church
"

requires of her minifters. On the fubjed
" of public entertainments, obfcene books,
*' and romances, of that fenfeleis philofophy
* 4 which denies or calls in queftion the ex-

c * iftence of God, his providence, and the

"
immortality of the foul, he explains him-

" felf in fo ftrong and Chriftian a manner,
" that nothing more would be wanting to

*' ruin him in the opinion of fome peribns,
" if the hatred which he exprefles for the

"
religion itfelf, of which he has prefervcd

" thofe remains, did not make him find fa-

** vour in their fight. Neverthelefs, how
'.' ufeful foever this FRAGMENT might be,

" my hand could not have a mare in copy-
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*'

ing the blafphemies which Julian there

" utters againft our inipired writers *.

" The BOOKS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANA
" RELIGION f which this prince cbmpofed
"

during the long winter-nights, were r.a

" abftract of wrhat unbelievers oppofed to

"
Chriftianity, and efpeeially of the objec-

" tions of Celfus, Hiefocles, and Porphyry.
"
Though the work was weak and immetho-

"
dic'al, the delicacy and agreeablenefs of the

'*
ftyle, as well as the purple of the author,

"
gave it a great reputation. The Pagans pre-

4t ferred it to every thing, and with their Ju-
" lian in their hands went forth to attack the

<k Chriftians. Superficial minds took, as ufual,
" witticifms for reafons, trite fophiftries for

" incontrovertible arguments, and the fre-

44
quent quotations of fcripture, with which

" the author paraded, as a proof that he was
"

deeply verfed in facred literature, and that

*' he had not ceafed to believe it without

"
knowledge of the caufe. The Chriftians,

" diftracted by domeftic controverfies, ne-

**
glecled to anfwer it ; for infidelity is al-

*
Omitting thofe **

blafphemies," I have estra&ed the

lifeful and inftruftive part of this Fragment, under the title

of The Duties of a Prieft.

f S. Cyritti contra Julian* lilri X.
"

ways
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ways a gainer by our cUfputes* They had
*' a fpecious pretext. Origeti, Eufebius of
*'

Caeiarea, Methodius, and Apollinarius had
*' aniwered it before* But the fimple were
* fcandalifed ; and not being able to difcern

" of themlelves whether the filence of one
44 of the parties concerned proceeded from
44 weaknefs or contempt, were tempted to

44 afcrtbe the vi6lory to him who was the

44
laft fpeaker. About the year 400, Philip,

44
of Side in Pamphylia, deacon of tiie

'* church of Constantinople, under St. Chry--
"

follom, endeavoured to avenge the honour

'* of religion*-
The anfwer of Philip is loft ;

" and the opinion, which Socrates gives of
4i another work by the fame author, affords

44 us no reaibn to regret it. At length, fifty

'< of fixty years after the death of Julian, St.

' 4

Cyril of Alexandria, though very inferior

" to that prince in the art of writing, at-

44 tacked the expiring refuge of Paganifm,
44 and deftroyed it. This father has prcferved
" us a part of the work which he refuted.

*' Thefe paflages are lefs valuable to ur.be-

" lievers than they perhaps imagine. They
" will find there fome very mortifying con-

VOL. I. c " fcffions.
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feffidns *. Divines obferve there fame un-
"

fufpected teftimonies of the antiquity of
" fome tenets t of fome cuftoms and ex-

u
preffions. The refutation by St. Cyril,

" which he dedicated to the Emperor Theo-
" dofius the Younger, is learned, profound,
*' decifive againft Julian and Paganifm ; but

" the penifal of it would be more agreeable,
*' if his pen were as elegant as that of Julian.
"

Befides, St. Cyril wrote for readers who
<4 were perfuaded that, if Paganifm was falfe,

"
Chriftianity muft neceiTarily be true. For

" this reafon he applies himfelf lefs to anfwer
"

dire6lly the objecliions of Julian than to

44
prove the weaknefs, or rather the nothing-

*

nefs, of Paganifm. This method, which
" was then fufficient, would not be fo well
"

adapted to the neceflities of our age, in

" which the fame objections are unhappily
<c too often repeated by men equally hoftile

" to all religion. A direct refutation of
" thefe too famous books would be an em-

*
Cyritt. contr. Jul. I. vi. 10.

\ Ibid. L x. Thefe paflages are quoted in La Fie de

Julicn> pp. 244, 245.

*
ployment
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ployment truly worthy of a philofophical
" divine *.

t; It is ufelefs here to mention fome other

"
works, which have not reached us. I will

" now give an account of thofe which I

" have tranflated.

" THE CAESARS -f- are deemed unqueftion-
"

ably the mafter-piece of Julian. I exprefs
"

myfelf too freely, both as to his perfoa
*' and his writings, to be charged with that

*' kind of idolatry which is too common in

" tranflators. I venture therefore to fay, that

**
profane antiquity does not afford any piece

" which is comparable to this for the merit

" of the fubjecl:, and very few which ought
" to be preferred to it for the merit of the

44 execution.

" A Reman Emperor, who has had the

"
advantage to be a private man, a miad

"
filled, and perhaps a heart penetrated, with

"
great maxims of government, a philofo-

"
pher notwithftanding all impediments,

" born with much tafte and genius for rail-

"
lery, ready to feize the ridiculous, and never

"
letting it efcape, in others, not even in

* Mr. Gibbon is pleafed to call this " a ftrange Centaur."

Vol. II. p. 369.

f Ctffarcs, Jive Convivium.

c 2 "
himfelf,
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"
himfelf, knowing how to difUnguifh tliofe

"
light clouds which conftitute the difference

44 between the middling and the good, the

" excellent and the perfect, between ^qualities
44 which are eftimable and thofe which are

44
only brilliant, nourished with the reading

*.' of Plato and Ariftotle, and fpcaking their

44
language like themfelves, afiembles in one

"
piece all the Emperors who reigned before

" him for the ipace-of about four hundred
"

years.
"

It is a moving picture,, in which the

44
fpectator fees rapidly paiilng before his

"
eyes, but without confufion, thbfe mafters

* 4 of the world defpoiled of their grandeur,
'* and reduced to their vices and their virtues.

"
By the aid of a llmple and ingenious fiction,

"
Julian makes thofe who have difhonoured

" the purple difappear with ignominy ; and
"

among thofe who deferve to be placed
<c in the number of fovereigns he choofes
44 the mofl illuftrious to make them contend
44 for pre-eminence. Though he feems to

44 leave the question undetermined, it is fuf-

44
ficiently clear that Marcus Aurelius is. the

44 hero of the piece ; that Julian gives him
" the preference, and means to announce to

44 the
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i4 the univerfe that he has taken that philo-
4i

fophical Empeior for his mod;.!.

" Such is rhe general plan of the Satire,

*' or rather of theJudgment, of THE C.ES A RS.

44 I do not dunk that in any work fo fhort

li are to be found at once fo mary characters

44 and manners, fo much refinement and fb-

44
lidity, fo much inftruclion, without the

" author ever aflliming a dogiratical tone,
41 fo much xvit and pleafantrv, without his

* 4 ever ceafing to inflrucl. In a word, it

44 feems to me that THE CAESARS ought to

44
undeceive, or at leaft to embarrafs, thole

* 4 who have voted an excluiive efteem to the

44
productions cf ancient Greece.

44 The work, however, i^not exempt from
44 faults. Not to mention forne. railleries

^ that are either frigid, or feem fo to us,

* 4 nor a few groundleis and too fevere Itn-

44 fences which Julian pronounces on certain

*'
Emperors, in whole memory no one at

"
prefent is much intererted, the no lefs un-

* 4

juft than indecent manner in which he

* 4 treats his uncle, Conftantine the Great, is

44 inexcufable. In fpitc of his inclination,

4J not being able to avoid making him ej

<4 into competition with the mod diitin-

c 3
"

guilhcd.
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guifhed Emperors, he omits nothing that

" can ridicule and degrade him.
" This vifible partiality, produced by his

" hatred of our religion, and by other caufes

" which I have taken care to develope in

*' the remarks, can injure only Julian.
" Neither his envenomed ftrokes, nor thofe

" of Zofimus, will prevent Conftantine

" from being regarded as a prince of fupe-
" rior merit, and highly worthy of the title

66 of Great ; any more than the extravagant
"

elogiums of the Greeks, who give him the

"
title of ' l

equal to the apoftles," will

" ever perfuade us that all his actions were
" conformable to the fan&ity of the gofpel,
" of which he, declared himfelf the pro-
"

teeter. Without dhTembling either his

" faults or failings, I have detected the ca-

*' lumnies by which a paflionate enemy en-

"' deavours to blacken him ; and I have
" done it folely for the intereft of the truth

" of hiftory ; for I am far from thinking,
" with this unjuft cenfor, that the blows
'* aimed at Conflantine can fall upon re-

*'

ligion. If he has the glory to be the in-

" ftrument which God employed to refcue

M
it from oppreffion, he is not, after all,

*' either
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" .either its founder or apoftle. Without the

"
Emperors, and in fpite of their efforts,

" when Conftantine embraced it, it had ib

" much prevailed, that he has been fufpe&ed,
"

though falfely, of having embraced it from
"

policy. When we have the happinefs to

*'
profefs a religion fo auguft, fo divine,

"
fixed on immoveable foundations, there

*' would be pufillanimity, not to fay cow-
"

ardice, in thinking it dependent on, or

"
reponfible for, the reputation of its llrft

protectors. God, the fupreme difpofer of all

"
events, and who calls things that are not

** as though they were, could, and yet he did

not, have made Theodofius have reigned
" before Conftantine, and have placed St.

" Lewis at the head of our Chriflian kings.
" I muft oWerve, that in THE .C.ESARS

"
is a fort of contradiction. The author

" there fuppofes the Gods fuch as the poets
"

reprefent them, yet he often recurs to the

" ideas of the philofophers. This is not

4< a fault peculiar to him. It cannot hi- in-

*' ferred from hence that he meant to ridi-

" cule religion, nor that he was a free-

" thinker. He coniidered the fables of the

"
poets as fictions, which being taken ik- -

c 4
"

rally

XXVH
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rally would have dishonoured the Deity ;

" but perfuaded that they muft be turned

*' into allegories, being a deift in fpeculation
" to a certain point, but a zealous pagan in

"
practice, he conformed to the eftablifhed

"
language. This mixture of poetical and

'*
philofophical Paganifm was not unufual.

" No one was hurt by it. We are juftly
" mocked at it, and fhould be much more
"

fo, if reading the ancients had not fa-

44 miliarifed us to fuch abfurdities.

44 It is more than fixty years
* fince M.

"
Spanheim, fo well known in the republic

44 of letters, undertook to tranflate THE
4i C;ESARS into French. This learned fo
44

reigner was unacquainted with the refine*

" ments of our language ; and his verfion

" no more refembles the original than a

44 Ikeleton does a human body f- To the

** text he has added Ibme remarks, Iras fup-
46

ported his remarks by proofs, and en-

44 riched them both vyith medals ; the whole
*' with fo much profufion, that the fmall

* IP 1683.

t In like manner, Mr. Gibbon ftyles this French ver-

ficn **
coarfe, languid, and correct." " The Abbe de la

"
Bleferie," he adds,

*' has more happily exprelFed the
*'

fpirit, as well as fenfe, of the original, which he has illuf-

" trated with fome conciie and curious notes."

* work
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PREFACE.
' work of Julian is in a manner loft in a

"
quarto of above fix hundred pages. It is

" a iKafter-piece of typography, a treafure

" of ancient literature ill-digefted,
and of

" numifmatic erudition. This book is or-

" namental to libraries, but it alarms the

generality of readers, whom the light of

fo
pi-olix

?. coiiiuientary infpires at leaft

*' with indifference for a text which, they
"

iuppole, requires fo many illuftrations.

"
Every one is not obliged to know that

" commentators do not labour merely to

'*
give the meaning of their author ; that

* k

they often chooie him only for an oppor-
*'

tunity of emptying their common-place-
"

books, and that they are generally as dif-

' fufe on the moft eafy paflagcs as they arc

"
fuccincl:, or even lilent, on real difficulties.

" THE MisotoGON *
is a fatire lefs diver-

"
fjfied, but more fingular, than THE CAESARS.

u
Julian, driven to extremities by the inha-

" bitants of Antioch, inftead of avenging:
"

himielf, or of pardoning them, like a

*'
prince, undertakes to avenge himfelf like

" an author ; and no author, I fancy, ever

" conceived fuch a project of revenge. He

*
Mifofogon, five Antiocbus.

*'
pretends
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pretends to turn his ill-humour againft him-
" felf ; he exaggerates his own imperfections,
<c and reprefenting the good qualities that he
"

may have as extravagances, he oppofes them
" to the vices of Antioch, which he ironically
" exhibits as virtues.

"
Julian draws himfelf more extraordi-

ie
nary than he really is, but he mufl have

46 been very extraordinary to draw himfelf
44 in fuch a manner. If the work be defi-

** cient in dignity, it abounds with flrokes,

44
faliies, principles, and manners. Genius

44
fparkles throughout the whole ; but the

*'
pleaiantry is too cauftic and bitter. It is

* 4 the laugh of a man in a paffion, who afts

46 the part of a philofopher, and cannot fup-
"

port it to the end. He leaves at laft the

** ironical tone, to aflume that of inve&ive

** and diredt reproach. I think I may
* 4 affirm that this fatire flowed from the pen
44 of Julian in a fit of chagrin and anger,
" and that he employed no more time in

44
competing it than was neceflary to write

<4
it. But fuch as it is, it is an unique, and

* 4 without having read it we cannot be fuf-

44
ficiently acquainted with Julian.

' A FABLE,
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" A FABLE *, which I have taken from

" the difcourfe to the Cynic Heraclius, will

" I doubt not be read with pleafure. Julian,
" in order to give him the model of an
" inftru&ive and religious fable, defcribes,

" in an allegorical fiction, but which it is

"
impoffible to miftake, the misfortunes of

" his family, the dangers which he incurred

" in his childhood, his fyftem in religion

*' and government. Though it is in profe,
*' it is an excellent piece of poetry.
" The letters of celebrated men are ge-

?'
nerally the moft curious parts of their

"
writings. Many of the EPISTLES f of

"
Julian difplay his mind, his genius, his

" ideas on goverment and religion ; others

*' throw lighten hiftory, facred and profane;
" and there are fome billets which prove
'* that he was very capable of fucceeding in

" the laconic ftyle. Among his Epiftles are

" fome of his laws. Two or three more I

" have taken from the Theodofian Code.

*' No Emperor made fo many laws in fo

*' mort a reign : excepting thole which re-

* Ex Orat. vii.

f "Epiftol*. Of the LXXI. Epiftles, thofe to Themiftius,

Conftantius,and theAthenian?, included; M.de la Bleterie

has tranflated only XLV1I.
"

gard
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gard Chriftianity, his are efteemecl by the

"
lawyers ; but unfortunately the Codes of

t6 Theodoiius and Juftinian fcarce ever give
* 6 more than the enacling part of the law,
" and not the preamble, in which the genius
4t and eloquence of the legiflator were (life

^
played.
"

1 have inferred in its place the EPISTLE
*' TO THEMISTIUS *, which the editions

"
place at the end of the Orations. It is in

" fact a treatife in the form of an Epiftle, in

<c which the author, feeing the rocks that

" furround the throne, exprefles his anxieties

" and apprehenfions, lays down excellent

" maxims concerning the duties of a fove-

"
reign, and acknowleges his incapacity with

" a modefty highly laudable, if it be fincere.

" We perceive in this work a {train of de-

fci

clamation, and fomewhat rather vague.
cc It were to be wifhed that the author had
*'

applied a little more the principles which
" he draws from Arifrotle and Plato. But
"

it mould be confidered that Julian, when
" he compofed this treatife, had juft been
" declared Caefar by Conftantius, and that

** this new dignky had only increafed his

flavery.
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**
flavery. The piece is free enough for the

" time when it was written. Julian ven-

*' tures to fpeak there as if he were inde-

". pendent, or at lea-fl as if he would one day
" he lo."

With a well-grounded confidence the learn-

ed writer adds,
"

Though the public is

"
prejudiced againft notes, and regards them

" as fuperfluities which only ferve to en-

"
large the volumes, I venture, however, to

" intrcat them to caft their eyes on mine.

"
They are extremely laboured, and, I pre-

"
fume, nothing will be found in them u(e-

64 lefs or trifling.
I have entered into gram-

" matical difcuffions only when I- thought
" them important, and to (hew that I could

" tire the reader by that kind of erudition

" as well as others. If fome fhould think

" that I Hop too often to parry the Weak
" thrufts that Julian makes at Chriftianicy,
"

I will own, that, writing in a Chriftian

' nation, I am alhamed to be obliged to fe-

" fute what deferves only contempt. But

" for thofe who (hall think thefe precautions
4

exceffive, I beg them to examine whether

"
they do not contribute to make them nci-
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ceffary; / am become afool in glorying; yt
" have compelled me *."

The comment indeed of this learned fo-

reigner is frequently fuperior to the text ;

and the whole is fuch a fund of critical,

iiiftorical, and Chriftian knowledge, that it

cannot but be acceptable to an Englifli reader,

I rauft add, that I am alib much indebted

to the elegant (I am forry I cannot fay, un-

exceptionable) Hijiory of the Decline and Fall

of the Roman empire, as will appear by the

frequent quotations from that work in the

notes. The Epiftles of Libanius to Julian,

which are alfo inferted, and two Monodies

on fubje&s mentioned in thefe works, will

give fome idea of the ftyle of that fophift.

Befides the Hijiory of Jovian, an abltracr.

of an Eflay, by the Abbe de la Bleterie,
" on

' the rank and power of the Roman Em-
"

perors in the Senate," which has not, to

my knowledge, appeared in Euglifh, is an-

nexed.

<&$,. J- DUNCOMBE.

The following mort Annals and Pedigree

of Julian may ferve to illuftrate the hiflorical

events occafionally mentioned in his writings.
*

Preface a Vtiijloire de Javien, p. x. LXiir.

AN-
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AN N A L S

OF THE

PRINCIPAL EVENTS
I N THE

LIFE of JULIA N.

T^LAVIUS CLAUDIUS JULIAN was born at A. rt.

Cohftantinople. His mother, Bafillna, NOV."*,

died a few months at,

His father, Julius Confhntius, and moft 1n '

of his relations, were maflacred by order of

the Emperor Conftantius. His half-brother,

Gallus, is banifhed into Ionia; and he is fenC

to Nicomedia, where he is educated a Chrif-

tian by the bimop Eufebius, and' officiates as

a lecturer in the church. He is put under

the tuition of Mardonius, an 'eunuch.

He is taken from ichool, and confined fix 34^

years with Gallus in a caftle in Cappadocia.

Gallus is created C^efar, and goes to refide ?5'-
Mai. 5.

at Antioch,

Julian
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Julian viiits Edefms at Pergamus, and is

perverted to Paganifm by Maxim us, who ini-

tiates him at Ephefus.

He is fent to complete his education at Con-

flantinople under Ecebolus and Nicocles.

354. Dec. Qajlus is deprived of the purple j and put ta

death in Dalmatian Julian is conveyed to the

court of Milan.

353. May. He is fent to ftndy at Athens, where he is

initiated into the Eleufmian myfteries.
oa - He is recalled to Milan*

NOV. 5. He is declared Caefar, and foon after mar-

ries his couiln Helena, fifter to Conftantius.

Writes his i ft panegyrical^ oration on Conftan-

tius.

Dec. i. Sets out for Gaul with 350 loldiers. Win-

ters at Vienne, and there probably compoles
his Epiftle to Themiftius.

3 5 o Jan. i. Enters on his ift confuHhip with Con-

ftantius (the viuth). Writes his i id pane-

gyric on that prince.

Ju:ic 24. Arrives at Autun. Twice defeats the Ale-

manni, r.nd retakes Cologne.

Winters at Sens, where he repulfes an at-

tack of the enemy.
357 jan. i. Enters on his nd confulfhip, with Con*

flantius (the ixth.)
Defeats
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Defeats the Alemanni at Strafburgh, takes A. D.

their king, Cnodomar, prifoner, Sec.

Pafles the Rhine at Mentz.

Subdues the Franks. Winters at Paris. Dec -

Defeats the Salians and Chamavians. Pafles 3 5- Mr-

the Rhine again. Two kings of the Ale-

manni furrender and fue for peace. Winters

at Paris. Writes his confolatory oration on

the departure of Salluft.

Pafles the Rhine a third time, furprifes fix 359 '

kings, who difputed his paflage, and refcues

20,000 prifoners. Reflores the ruined cities

of Gaul.

Winters again at Paris. Sends Lupicinus
to Britain, to repulfe the Scots and Picls.

Enters on his ind confulfhip with Con- s**-

ftantius (the Xth.)

The flower of the Gallic army being or- APrU-

dered by Conftantius to march into the Eaft,

they mutiny at Paris, and proclaim Julian

Emperor.
He pafles the Rhine a fourth time (at Bonn)

Ju! 7-

and fubdues the Attuarii. Declares himfelf a

Pagan .

Winters at Vienne, where he celebrates hisoa.

fifth anniverfary, Nov. 6,361. Loies his wife.

Pafles the Rhine a fifth time, and again

defeats and reduces the Alemanni.

VOL. I. d Marches
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Marches againft Confiantius, and feizes the

pafs of Succi.

Writes from Sirmium and NahTus to

Athens, and the other cities of Greece.

NOV. 3 . t Confiantius died at Mopfocrene in Cilicia,

aged 45.
Dec. ii.

Julian enters Conftantinople, and reftores

the Pagan wormip. Winters there, and

writes the Caefars.

M j^
6?

;
Leaves Conftantiriople. In his way, vifits

the temple of Cybele at Peffinus in Phrygia,

where he writes his vth oration.

June. Arrives at Antioch, where he winters.

Dec. Compofes his t>ppks againft the Chriflian

religion.

363- Enters on his ivth and lad confuliliip, with
Jan. i.

Sallufr., praefefl of Gaul. Attempts in vain

to rebuild the temple of Jerufalem.

Feb. Writes the Mifopogon,
March I3 . Leaves Anrioch, and marches again ft the

Perfians, joining his army at Hierapolis,

where he paffes the Euphrates.

April 7. Pades the Chaboras, and enters the Perfian

territories.

Befieges and takes by afllvjlt Perifabor and

INIaogarnalcha in

t Atnmianus fays, OS:. 3. E'U I.-lnt;;::, Socjstcs, Cedrenus,
the Alex. Chronicle, and others, 'iy su above.

Tranfports
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Tranfports his fleet from the Euphrates to A
i T-V 3
the 1 igns.

Forces the paflage of the Tigris, but, unable JUI1

to reduce Ctefiphon, and deceived by a Per-

fian deferter, burns his fleet and magazines,

and advances into the inland country, where

he is feverely diftrefled by famine.

Retreats towards the Tigris.
l6 -

Repulfes the Perfiaris at Maronga.
"

Receives a mortal wound in a (kirmim, of *4"

which he died in the fucceeding night, aged

32.

His remains, by his own deiire, were in-

terred at Tarfus in Cilicia.

PEDIGREE
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JULIAN*

CALLUS * CAESAR TO HIS BROTHER JULIAN
HEALTH t-

T H E neighbourhood of Ionia has afforded A - D -

me great joy, having difpellfid the concern"

and indignation that I fclr at a former report.

What that was I will inform you. I heard that

you

* Callus was the elder brother of Julian', by a different

mother, and having with him been lecreted from the

murderers of their relations in 337, they were bammed

by the Emperor Conftantius into Ionia, i'rom whence, in

345, they were conveyed to the caiile of Maccllum in Cap-
padocia. There they were not only educated ChrifUans,
but officiated as lecturers in the church of Xicomedia.

Nix years after, viz. on March 5, 351, Gallus was declared

Cxfar by Conftantius, and m.inied to Lis lifter Con-
ftantina. He then went to Antioch, to prelide, with

a delegated authority, over the three great diocafes of the

Eafleru Pra?fecture, and from that city this Epiltle was

VOL. I. U probably



EPISTLE FROM CALLUS
you had departed from your former religion tranf-

mitted to you by your anceftor , and, hurried

away by mad and wicked advice, had embraced a

vain fuperftition. How did I grieve at this infor-

mation ! For as I confider your good actions, when-

ever they are celebrated, as advantageous to my-
felf, fo I efteem your bad deeds (which Heaven

avert
!)

as much or more detrimental. But the

anxiety which this intelligence gave me, has been

removed by the arrival of our father JEtius *, as

he

probably written, Julian beir.g then in Ionia, whither

Gallus had difpatched JEtius to ftrengthen him in the

ChriiVian Faith. Conilantius, in the mean time, was march-

ing towards the Weft. The fubfequent imprudence of

Gallus, and his fatal cataitrophe in 354, are related by

Julian in his Epiftle to the Athenians.

f The learned F. Petau fuppofes this Epiftle to be

fpurious, without afligning a reafon. Meflrs de Tillemont

and Spanheim think it genuine. In far, we find nothing
in it which does not agree with what we know from other

hands. LA BLETERIE.

I Gallus had fome reafon to fu(pe& the fecret apoftacy
<3f Julian, and, in a letter to him, which may be received

as genuine, he exhorts Julian to adhere to the religion of

their anceftors ;
an argument, which, as it Ihould feem, was

not yet perfectly ripe. GIBBON.

The grandfather of Gallus and Julian, Conftantius

Chlonis, the father of Conftantine the Great and Julius

Conftantius, had been very favourable to the Chrifcians,

and perhaps was a Chriftian in his heart. Nothing more

is neceflary- to authoriie, in fome degree, the expreffion

ufed by Gallus, his grandfon. LA BLETERIE^
This conftruclion, it muft be owned, is rather forced.

*
JEtius, a Syrian by birth, a biafier, a goldfmith, an

empiric, having ftudied the categories of Ariftotle, fet up
fora divine. He carried the principles of Arianifm as far



TO JULIAN.
he aflures me, on the contrary, to my great joy,

that you are zealoufly employed in houfes of

prayer -j~,
and can hardly be removed from the

tombs of the martyrs, but are totally attached to

our worihip. I rnuft apply to you that expreffion

of Homer :
" Be this your aim J." Continue thus

as they would go ; and, reviving the blafphemies of Arius,

he plainly taught that the Word was only a creature.

This occaiioned his being ftyled The Atheift, not only by
the Catholics, but even by the moderate Arians. Leontius,

biftiop of Antioch, did not fcruple to ordain him a deacon ;

and Gallus took him for his oracle in divinity. ./Etius was

the dupe of Julian, who carried his diilimulation fo far as

to embrace a monailic life. Libanius fpeaks of this hy-

pocrify as if it were an innocent ftratagem.
"
Though

Julian," fays he,
" had changed his religion, he ftill

profeffed
the fame, not being allowed to difcover his

real fentiments. This was the reverfe of the fable of

,/t.fop. The lion borrowed the Ikia of a vile animal.

Julian knew the better part, but he aded outwardly the

i'afsil." Liban. Oral. Parent. We fee that the pane-

gyrift was no more fcrupulous than the hero on the article

of fmcerity, even in the affair of religion. Ibid.

The death of Gallus v;as followed by the exile of ,tius.

But he was recalled by Julian. See an Epiille from him to

that prelate (as he was afterwards) the XXXIft.

j-
TB$H ct <$i> t owj wx*- fa the Latin tranflation

it is, Te in domlbus ftudiose verfari.
" That you are

"
Itudiouily employed in houfes j" which, by omitting pre*

cum (tvyy1*) conveys no meaning.

t BaXX' BTW;, Sic jacularc. Iliad. VIII. 282.

Thus, always thus, thy early worth be try'd. Pope, 340.

Thele are the words of Agamemnon to Teucer, who was

{hooting his arrows with fnccefs againft the Trojans. It

mould be remarked that the Greeks, and thofe who fpoke

Greek, whether Pagans or Chriltians, quoted Homer on

every occafion, and made continual allufions to fome

paflfages of this poet. The Pagans, and Julian in par-

ticular, had the fame refpect for Homer that we have for

the canonical books. LA BLETERIE.

B 2 to
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to delight all who love you, remembering that no-

thing is preferable to religion. For the perfection

of virtue iriftructs us to deteft the fallacy of falfe-

hood, and to adhere to truth; which is principally

apparent in piety towards God. But a plurality of

Gods is productive of endlefs difienfions and un-

certainty. One only Deity by his fole power go-

verns the univerfe *, not, like the fons of Saturn,

by lot and partition, but becaufe he is felf- created

and has almighty power, not acquired by force,

but exifting before all things. This is the true

God, and to him all worfhip is due. Farewell.

JULIAN CAESAR TO THE PHILOSOPHER

THEMISTIUS )-.

. T Earneftly wifli to realife the expectations, which,

1 you fay, you have formed of me. But iu this

I fear 1 (hall fail, as you promife much more for

me than you ought to others, and efpecially to your-

felf.

* We read in the text, To JE ^or ?,- m
vrtrgyor > eur&n-n

ta wsr/Toc, which gives no meaning. I think that we fhould

read w * v-na^yu. Gallus will then fpeak like an Arir.n,

like a faithful diiciple of yEtius. The Chriftianity both of

Julian and Gallus was in all appearance only Arianifm.

LA BLETERIE.

f This philofcphical Epiftle
" on the dangers of fovereign

power" was written 1oon after Conilantitis had railed Julian
to the dignify of Caefar. It muft not be forgotten that

this was not only a defignation to the empire, but alfo an

adual
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felf. For long ngo, on my fuppofing a compe-
tition between mylelf with Alexander and Marcus

[AureliusJ, I was wonderfully fearful and appre-

henlive of falling far (hort of the fortitude of the

fir ft, and of not making the Icafl approach to the

perfect virtue of the other. On thefe conlide-

rations, an idle life feemed to me molt deiirable ;

and recollecting with pleafure the Attic fables, I

wiihed to fing them to my friends, as porters in

the ftreets thus alleviate the weight of their bur-

actual affociation in a conliderable part of the imperial

power. The Greeks gave the Casfar the title of ^xa-^.n^

founds,
or even, as thev did the Emperor, limply that of

f3xat*ev:. I fhall prefently mention why I cannot adopt the

conjecture of F. Petau, who imagines that Julian compofed
this treatiie when the death of Conflantius had made him
matter of the empire. And I lhall examine, in the fequel,
whether the Themiftiu*, to whom Julian writes, be the

fame whofe works we have. LA BLETERIE.

Philofophy had inttructed Julian to compare the advan-

tages of action and retirement; but the elevation of his

birth, and the accidents of his life, never allowed him the

freedom of choice. He might perhaps lincerely have pre-
ferred the groves of the Academy, and the fociety of

Athens j but he was conilrained at firft by the will, and

afterwards by the juftice, of Coaftantius, to expoie his

perion and fame to the dangers of Imperial greatnefs ; and

to make himfelf accountable to the world, and to posterity,
for the happineis of millions.

Julian himfelf has expreffed thefe philofophical ideas

with much eloquence, and fome affectation, in a very
elaborate Epiftle to Themiftius. The Abbe de la Bleteric,

who has given an elegant tranllation, is inclined to believe,

that it was the celebrated Themiftius whoie Orations are

ttill extant. GIBBON,

Petau ftyles this,
" not an Oration, but an Epiftle ;" but

" becaufe it is longer than an epiftle," he places it among
the Orations.

B 3 thens.
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thens. But you, by your late epiftle, have aug-

mented my fears, and have propofed to me a much

more arduous contention, by faying, that God

has placed me in the fame fituation that Hercules

and Bacchus were placed of old, who at the fame

time philofophifed and reigned, and freed almoft

the whole earth and fea from the vices with

which they were overwhelmed. You alfo advife

me, banifhing the thoughts of floth and idlenefs,

to confider how I {ball act with propriety in this

fuppofed contention. You then mention all the

legiflators, Solon *, Pittacus
-j~, Lycurgus }; and

you add, that the world may reafpnably form

greater expectations of me than it did of them.

On reading this paffage I was flruck with aflc-

nifliment, knowing that you think it by no means

allowable to flatter or falfify ;
and as to myfelf,

being confcious of no fuperior talents, either na-

tural or acquired, except my love of philofophy.

Of the calamities, which have hitherto rendered

this love imperfect, I fay nothing. I knew not

therefore what con ftruction to put on thefe ex-

preffions, till this was fuggetted to me by Heaven,

that you mean}, by thus praifing to exhort me,

and to difplay the magnitude of thofe trials to

which every ruler muft neceffarily be expofed.

* One of the wife men of Greece, the lawgiver of

Athens. See Plutarch and Diogenes Laertius.

f Another of the wife men, contemporary with Croefus,

a phiiofopher of Mifylene. Some of his precepts are pre-

ferred in Atifonius dc Sapientia.

j The lav/giver of Sparta. See Juflin and Plutarch.

Bur
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But this is rather a difcouragement than a recom-

mendation of fuch a ftate.

Suppofe that a man navigating your ftrait *, and

that not with eafe or expedition, fhould be told

by one skilled in divination, that he mould tra-

verfe the JEgean, and afterwards the Ionian fea,

and at lad the main ocean. "
Here," the prophet

fhould fay,
"
you fee towns and harbours, but

" there you (hall difcern neither watch-tower, nor
"

rock, happy if you difcover fome fliip at a diftance,
" and can hail the crew. You (hall often pray to

" God for a fafe return to land, even were your
<c

life immediately to end ; fatisfied, if after having
" reached the haven, and reftored your (hip to the

"
owners, and the mariners to their families, you

"
might commit your body to your native earth f."

This might happen, but that it would muft till the

lafl. moment remain uncertain. Do you think, that,

after having heard this, fuch a man would even

choofe to dwell in a fca-port town? or rather, bidding

adieu to riches and the profits attendant on com-

merce, to his domeftic connexions, to foreign friend-

fhips, and to the furvey of diftant cities and coun-

* It is difficult to conjecture what {trait he means. I

fufpect it, however, to be the Boiphorus, and that The-
miilius was then at Constantinople. PETAU.

If I were fure that this Epiftle was addrefled to the

celebrated Therhiftius, I Ihould affirm, that this flrait was
that of Conftantinople. LABLETERIE.

f The ancients thought drowning the moft diflionour-

able of deaths. Hence thofepafTionate exclamations, under

fuch an apprehenfion of Achilles in the Iliad, and ^Eneas

in the ./Eneid.

B 4 tries,
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tries, would he not i-.hink tbe advice of the fon of

Neocles *,
" Live privately," the \viicft that could

be given ?

Of this you Teem fo apprehenfive, that you en-

deavour, by reproaching Epicurify to prejudice me

again fl him> ;<nd to eradicate that opinion. Thefe

are your words;
<l that he, a man of no bufinefs,

'" mould praife id lends, and thofe Peripatetic
"

difputaiions, might well be expected." But

that Epicurus was in this miitaken, I have been

long and am firmly perfuaded. Whether indeed it is

proper to urge any one to public adminiftration,

\vho is naturally unqualified and of mean abilities*

may deferve farther enquiry. For even Socrates

is faid to have withdrawn many from the forum

who fccmed not calculated for it
;

and he en-

deavoured, in particular, as Xenophon relates,

to difluade Glaucon, and the fon of Clinias -f, but

could not fcftrain the impetuofity of that youth.

Shall we then compel! thofe who are conicious

of their own deficiencies, and urge them to be con-

fident in fuch undertakings as depend not fo much

on virtue and a right difpoiition, as on fortune,

yvho governs all things, and often forces us to

follow her direction ? Chrylippus
+ in other things

fccmed

*
Epicurus.

f Alcibiades.

J Chryfippus is flylf-d by Cicero "the moft fubtle iiifcr-

"
preter of the Stoic dreams, and the fupport of the Por-

;< tico." His chief ft tidy was logic, which he carried to a tri-

fling degree of fubtlety. Of his works, which filled 70;

volumes,
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feemed - wife, and was juftly fo efteemed ; but

his ignorance of fortune and chance, and other

like caufes, which happen independently of our

aclions, is not eafily reconcileable with what time

has evidently taught us by many example?. For

in what particular (hall we ftyle Cato *, or Dion

Siculus
f, happy ? Perhaps for their difregard of

death, but certainly not for their leaving the

works in which they at fir ft engaged imperfeft,

works to which they had diligently attended, and for

which they would willingly have fuffered the fe-

vered calamijjjes.-
When dilappointed, they behaved,

it is faid, with moderation, not repining at fortune,

and derived no fmall confolation from virtue; but they

could by no means be ftylcd happy, having failed

in their greatcft undertakings, nnlefs in the fenfe

of the Stoics. To which 'it may be anfwered,

that to be praifed and to be happy are not the

fame thing; and if all creatures naturally defire

volumes, fome titles only remain. He died about 200 years

before the Chriitian aera, and WP.S honoured by the Athe-

nians with a ftatue in the Cerair.icus. His death is laid

to have been occafioned by an immoderate fit of laughter
at feeing an afs eat figs. Chryfippns defined the afs might
have a glafs of wine to vvafli them down, and was fo di-

verted with his own conceit, that it coft him his life. I

is faid to have been a very copious and learned writer, but

obfcure and immoral ; though one would be inclined to

think, from the refpecl with which he is mentioned by

Epictetus, that this latter accufation is groundlefs.

Mrs. CARTER.
* Of Utica.

f-
A nobleman of Syracufe, attached to Plato, by vvhofe

counfel he freed his country from the tyranny of Dionylius.
He was afterwards allaffinated by one cf his friends.

happincfs,
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happinefs, it is better for us to be declared

happy than to be praifed for virtue. Subftan-

tial happinefs by no means depends on fortune.

Thofe who are engaged in government cannot

indeed breathe, as the faying is, without her * * *

| as if philofophy could form a general, and place

him above the reach of chance, like the pure, in-

corporeal, and intelligent world of ideas, whether

they are produced in reality, or formed falfly. He

indeed who is, according to Diogenes,

Of city, country, houfe depriv'd,

has nothing more to lofe. But how
c^an

one whom
cuftom has called forth, and as Homer, the firft of

writers, fays,

Who mighty nations guides,

Dire&s in council, and irr war, prefides J,

confidently place himfelf out of the reach of

fortune I And if he be really fubjedt to it, with

what consideration and prudence muft he aft, fo as

f Before this paflage we have placed aftericks, as fome-

thing here is wanting. But in our MSS a fragment V.MS

inferred of another epiftle, which, if I miftake not, Julian
wrote to Arfacius, a High Prieft, in which he gave fome

directions relating to religion and the worfhip of the

gods. This we have extracted, and published ieparately,

M another place ; but what follows feems addreffed to

Themiftius. PETAU.
The above-mentioned Fragment of an oration, or

epiflle,

(fo ftyled) is characteriied in the preface, and that un-

objec~tible part of it, which contains " The Duties of a
"

Prieft," is detached and inferted, under that title, among
thefe " Select Works."

+Iliad, II. 25. Pope, 37.

to
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to fuftain with equanimity, like a fige pilot, the

florins that affail him on every fide?

If admiration be due to thofe who withfland

her attacks with fortitude, much more is it de-

ferved by thofe who receive her favours with

moderation. By them the greateft of kings, the

conqueror of Afia, was fubc'ued, as in cruelty and

infolence he far furpaffed Darius and Xerxes, after

he had conquered their dominions. By thefe weapons

the Perfians, Macedonians, Athenians, Syracufans,

the Lacedaemonian magiflrates, the Roman gene-

rals, and, hilly, many emperors, were attacked and

totally deitroyed. It would be endlefs to enume-

rate all who have fallen a prey to wealth, fuccefs, and

luxury. And why ihould I mention thofe, who,

overwhelmed by misfortunes, from freemen have

become flaves, from noble mean, and from fplendid

abject ? Would to Heaven, that human life

afforded no fuch inltances ! But fuch there have

been, and fuch there always will be, as long as

the world exifts.

But that I may not feem fingularin thinking that

Fortune has the chief fway in human affairs, I

refer you, intelligent as you are and my inftruclor,

to Plato, in his admirable book on Laws ; and to

convince you that I have not weakly imbibed this

idea, I will tranfcribe the paflage
*

:
"
God, and, with

"
God,

* All this paffageis taken from the fourth book of Plato

de Legibus, which, in fome places, we have corrected from

Plato
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"

God, Fortune, or Opportunity, govern all things-
"

human, but a third muft be annexed ; Art mud
" atrend them, as an aflbciate." lie then pro-

ceeds to (hew, that every king, every fovereign

artificer of great a&ions, ihould be a kind of King-

God. "
Saturn," he fays,

"
knowing (as we have

" before oblerved) that human nature is not of it-

(i
felf capable of governing mankind with fupreme

"
power and abfolute authority, without giving

''
way to infolence and injuftice, then *

placed at

" the head of our ftates, as kings and magiftrates,
" not men, but genii of a divine and more ex-

" cellent nature
;

as we acl with regard to our

" flocks and herds. For we never make an ox
f< the fuper-intendant of oxen, nor a goat of

'

goats ; but they are governed by us, a fupe-
" rior race. In like manner f, the God, being
* f a lover of mankind, has let over us a race of

"
Hiperior beings, who, with great eafe both to

" themfelves and us, undertake the care of us,

"
and, difpenfmg peace, innocence }, and jufiice,

Plato himfelf. Others, which Julian feems to have ex-

prefled differently, we have remarked in the margin.
PETAU.

, Petavius obferves, that " this paflage is taken from the
" fourth book de Legilus ;" but either Julian quoted from

memory, or his MSS. were different from ours. Xenophon
opens the Cyropzedia with a fimilar reflexion. GIBBON.

The variations, which are fpecifiecl in the notes, are few

and immaterial, being chiefly verbal.

* The word ron (" then") is not in Plato.

f Afa> a kind of expletive, occurs here in Plato.

J Kat Xit>&6 ia xai a^Csr (" and freedom and plenty"), is

added in Plato.
"

prcferre
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<c

preferve mankind in tranquillity and happinefs.
" And this is agreeable to truth and reafon ; for

" thofe dates * which are governed, not by a God
" but by fome mortal, have no ceffation from evils

" and oppreffions. We fhould therefore exert our

" utmoft efforts to imitate the life that was led in

" the reign of Saturn, and, with as much immor-
41

tality as we have remaining, to govern, by his

"
directions, both in public and private, our fami-

"
lies and our dates, confidering -j~

the law as the

"
application of the divine mind. But whether

" one man, or a few, or a number of people J,
"

govern any ftate, if their minds are enflaved by
"

pleafure, and through a defire of indulging it

14

they trample on the laws, there is no chance
" of fafety."

I have tranfcribed this whole pafiage of Plato

on purpofe to prevent your furmifing, that I

quote the words of the ancients fraudulently or

erroneoufly, and without regard to the connection.

But what fays this paffage really on the fubjecl ?

You fee, that, though a prince be by nature hu-

man, he fhould, in his conduct, be a divine and

fuperior being, and entirely banifli from his

* There is alfo a fmall difference here ;
o<r<u xofau and

*?%" >n Julian, &>f ocroyav iroXi' and ap^ in Plato.

f Oofxa^oT(Zf in Julian, EToiofxa^omt; in Pluto.

j In otlier words, and nearer to the original,
" a mo-

**
narch}% an oligarchy, or a democracy

"

^ There follows in Plato nyae-a.* Se s^V aXX* utvwra

m^Anf-a x*y viT^aaTt Irn'^/o.aEvrv p|it <3f, . -;. \. which Julian

perhaps, for the lake of brevity, omitted. PETAU.

foul
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foul every thing that is mortal and brutifh, except

what muft neceffarily remain for corporealjufes. If

any one, reflecting on this, fhould dread being en-

gaged in fuch a ftate of life, would you rather re-

commend to him the Epicurean tranquillity, the

gardens and fuburbs of Athens, and the myrtles and

cottage of Socrates ? But I never preferred them to

toils and dangers *. Thefe labours 1 would wil-

lingly recount to you, and the hazards to which I

was expofed from my friends and relations, when

I was firfl inftru&ed by your precepts, were you
not well acquainted with them. To my conduct

in Ionia, in oppofition to one who was my relation

by birth, but much nearer by friendfliip, and in

favour of a man who was a foreigner, and little

known to me, you are alfo no ftranger. Did I

not go abroad for the fake of my friends ? In be-

half of Carterius, I need not tell you, I went un-

folicited, and intreated the affiftance of my friend

Araxius
-j~.

On account of the effects of the ex-

cellent Areta, and the injuries which Ihe had fuf-

fered from her neighbours, did I not travel twice

within two months into Phrygia, though my body
* The fats which Julian produces to prove that he ne-

ver wanted courage fully convince me that this Epiflle was

prior to his refidence in the Gauls. How many marks of

firmnefs, how many valiant deeds, might he not have

alleged, if it had been written after he was proclaimed

Auguftus? LA BLETERIE.

He might probably compofe it at Vienne, where he paf-

fed the winter after his being appointed Caefar.

i Ammianus mentions Araxius towards the end of b.xxvi,

and relates, that, having efpoufed the party of Procopius,

when he was killed he was baniflied to an ifland, an,d

afterwards fet at liberty. PETAU.

was
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was infirm in confequence of a diforder contracted

by former fatigues ? Laftly, before my journey

into Greece, while I continued with the army,

many would fay, with the utmoft hazard, recolleft

what kind of letters I wrote to you, whether they

were in a plaintive (train, or exhibited any marks

of Httlenefs, meannefs, or fervility. When I

went again into Greece, did not I congratulate

my good fortune, as if it had been a fefiival,

affirming, that the change was moft delightful to

me, and that, according to the faying, I had

gained

Gold for brafs, what cofl a hundred beeves

For the low price of nine * ?

Such was ray joy on being allowed to refide

in Greece, though I had neither a houfe, nor

any land, not fo much as a field or a garden

there. . But perhaps you will fay, that though
I may feem to bear adverfity with firmnefs, yet I

am abjeft and pusillanimous in profperity, as I

prefer Athens to the fplendor that now furrounds

me -j~, regret that indolence, and, on account of

my numerous avocations, deteit my prefent (late

of life. But a better opinion of us fliould be

* Iliad, vi. 236. thus paraphrafed by Pope, 292.
For Diomecl's brafs arms, of mean device,
For which nine oxen paid, a vulgar price,
He gave his own, of gold divinely wrought,
A hundred beeves the ihining purcha(e bought.

f The Coefars had all the marks of the Imperial power,

excepting the diadem. LA BLETERIE.

VOL. I. B 3 formed
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formed of us, not only with regard to idlenefs and

employment, but according to that maxim,
" Know

"
thyfelf," and

That trade which he has learn'd let each man

praflife.

To govern feems to me more than human
; and a

king, as Plato fays,
" fhould be of a fuperior na-

ture."

I will now quote a paflage from Ariftotle, to the

fame purpofe ; not *' to carry owls to Athens *,"

as the faying is, but to (hew that I have not en-

tirely neglecled his works. In his Political Dif-

courfes *f, he thus exprefies himfelf :
" If any one

" fhould think it beft for a nation to be governed
*

by a king, what ftiall be determined in regard
* to his children ? Mud his defendants alfo reign ?

" If they mufl, however incapable, much inconve-

'* nience may enfue. But will not the ibvereign
" in pofleflion leave the government to his fons

{ ?

" That he will not can fcarce be fuppofed, as

*'
being a tafk too arduous, and requiring a grea*

* rxauxa Advene?*? yf, Ncfluas ^tbenis ducens. To the

fame purpofe is out Englifh proverb,
**

carding coals to

* { Nc-.vcaitlc." Equally needlefs was any information from

Arhtotle to Themirtius.

f Jrif.ot. tie Republica, lil. ill. cap. 15,

\ In Aiiftotle it is A?>\' w xakXa^w TH,- viti? ^aoo^sj o,

JSa<7i?ut^, tw' i|adi; t%a'v THTO croiT)3-J
" Will not the kinjj

' leave his fons his fucceflbrs, if he has it in his power ?"

The inftance of Marcus Aurelius and his degenerate fon

Coromodus (fee the Ccefars, p. 161.) fecins a cafe in

point. The " talk" of difinheriting fuch a monfter was

too arduous,
" the virtue" too exalted, even for that phi~

lofophcr.

ter
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ter degree of virtue than is the lot of human
" nature."

Afterwards, fpeaking of a king who governs

according to law, of which he is the minifter and

guardian, and ftyling him,
" not a king," but

ranking him in another clafs, he adds *,
" As to

"
abfolute monarchy }-,

or arbitrary power, fome
'* think it inconfiflent with nature for one to be lord

" of all J. For all men, being by nature equal, have
" the fame natural rights ." And, a little after,

he fays,
" Whoever therefore would have reafon

"
govern, would have God and the laws govern.

" But whoever would give the government to man,
" would give it to a wild bead

||.
For fuch is con-

"
cupifcence, and anger alfo debafes ** the beft men.

" Law therefore is reafon, exempt from paflion."

The philofopher, you obferve, feems here to

diuruft and reprobate human nature. For he fays,

in effect, that human nature is by no means

equal to the eminence of fuch an exalted flation.

He thinks it difficult for a prince to prefer

the general good of the (late to that of his

* De Republ. /. III. c, 1 6,

f n*u(TXa.
J Both the prince and the philofopher choofe, however,

to involve this eternal truth in artful and laboured obfcurity.
GIB BO:;.

There follows in Ariftotle,Ka T adw |i **} $1/3 >*

(" And, according to nature, the fame rank.")

||
O $( KSjaiffoxt?.fr, <pfor6w )<

S^iar.
The MS. of

Voffius, unfatisfied ith '* a fmgle beaft," affords the ftron-

ger reading of $r, (" beafts"), which the experience of

defpotifm may warrant. GIBBOX.
'**

Afxorf*?*** (" magiftrate.3 and*') is infertedin Ariftotle.

VOL. 1. C chii-
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children, He fays, that

"
it is unjuft for one to

"
govern many of his equals." And at laft, in

the clofe of his difcourfe, he adds, that " law is

"
reafon, exempt from paffion;" and that "

go-
" vernment fhould be entrufted to law alone, and

" not to any man. For the reafon that men pof-
"

fefs, even if they are virtuous, is debafed by
"

anger and luft, mod favage beafts."

This doctrine of Ariftotle fcems perfectly agree-

able to that of Plato. Firft, he thinks that the go-

vernor ought to excell the governed, not only in

virtue, but in nature ; which is not eafy to find

among men. And alfo, that he fhould, to the ut-

moft of his power, obey the laws, not thofe which

were enacted on a fudden emergency, or compiled

by men who were not entirely governed by reafon ;

but by fuch, as, having pure minds and fouls, had

i view not only to prcfent offences and contingen-

cies, but from the nature of government, and alfo

the nature of juftice and of guilt, after obtaining

all poffible inftruclion, framed laws for all the peo-

ple in general, without refpeft to friend or foe, to

neighbour or relation. And this is much prefe-

rable, as they meant to promulge and tranfmit

their laws, not to their contemporaries only, but

to pofterity and foreigners, with whom they ne-

ver had, nor expected to have, any connection or

intercourfe. I have heard that the wife Solon,

though by his civil inflitutions he made the people

free, incurred much reproach by confulting with

3 his
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his friends as to cancelling of debts *, and thus

giving them an opportunity of improving their

fortunes. So difficult it is to avoid fuch fatalities,

even though a man were to enter into the public

fervice unimpaffioned.

As fuch are my apprehenfions, I often regret

my former (late of life, and, in deference to you,

1 reflect that you have faid, not only that thofe

great legiflators, Solon, Lycurgus, and Pittacus,

were propofed for my emulation -j-, but alfo that

J muft quit the fhade of philofophy for the open,

funfhine. As if you fhould fay to a man, who, for the

fake of his health, had ufed moderate exercife at

home,
ct You muft now repair to Olympia J, and

"
exchange your domeftic recreation for the games

41 of Jupiter ;
where your fpectators will be the

" Greeks reforting from all parts ; and, in parti-
"

cutar, your fellow citizens, for whom you muft
" enter the lids; and alfo fome Barbarians, whom
"

you muft aftonifh, in order to render your country
" as formidable to them as you can." This would

immediately alarm him, and make him enter the lifts

with terror. Suppofe me now affected in the fame

manner by your epiftle. Whether my opinion OQ

the fubjeft be juft or not, whether I am a little

* Before the refolution which Solon had taken to extin-

guifh debts tranfpireil in public, fome of his friends bor-

rou-ed large fums, well knowing that they fliculd be exculed

from paying them. LA ELETERIE.

j-
See p. 7.

| A town of Peloponnefus, \vhere was a temple of Jvpi-

ter, in honour of whom the Olympic games were celebrated

thtfre every fifth year.

C 2 ffiif-
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miftaken, or totally err, I expeft to learn from

you.

The matters in your epiftle as to which I am

doubtful, and therefore wiih you to explain, my
deareft and moft refpe&able friend, (hall now be

mentioned. You "
prefer," you fay,

" an active

" to a philofophical life ," and you appeal to the

teftimony of the wife Ariftotle, who makes hap-

pinefs confift in acting well ; but " whether a po-
*'

litical or a contemplative life fliould be preferred,
" he was," you fay,

" rather undetermined." For-,

in fome places, he gives the preference to contem-

plation; in others, he commends the "
architects,*'

as he ftyles them,
" of illuflrious deeds." "

Among
"

thefe," you fay,
" are kings." But Ariftotle

never ufes the word which you have introduced.

And the contrary may rather be inferred from the

paflage that you have quoted. For infuince :

" We think thofe acquit themfelves moft properly
"

in all external actions, who are, as it were, men-
"

tal architefts." This may be fuppofed to mean

law-givers, or political philosophers, and all who aft

merely by thought and reafon, rather than the

artificers of civil tranfa&ions ; for whom it is not

fufficient to confider, and devife, and inflruft others

in their duty ;
but every thing that the laws di-

reft, or circumftances may require, they muft un-

dertake and execute themfelves
j
unlefs we call

him n architect, who is

in m hty actions fkill'd *,

*
Mtya/*; i7rrofa sfyt'r. Odyfl". xxi. 26.

as
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as Homer poetically ftyles Hercules, the greateft

of fuch artificers.

But if we admit this to be true, and think*thofe

only happy who have adminiflered public affairs,

fuch as have ruled or reigned over many, what then

fhall we fay of Socrates ? As to Pythagoras *, and

Democritus f, and Anaxagoras { the Clazomenian,

they, perhaps you will fay, were in another re-

fpet happy, on account of their contemplations.

But Socrates, rejecting a fpeculative, and prefer-

ring an aftive life, could not govern his own wife,

nor his fon, nor indeed reftrain two or three dif-

orderly citizens. Will you fay, that he was not

aftive, as he was not a ruler ? On the contrary, I

maintain, that the fon of Sophronifcus performed

greater actions than Alexander
|| ; for to him I afcribe

* A philofopher of Samos, who travelled as far as India,

through TEgypt, in fearch of knowledge ; and on return-

ing opened a fchool in a remote part of Italy (Magna Grae-

cia), in the reign of Tarquin the Proud. See Cic. Tufc.

%u<cft. IV. i. He held the tranfmigration of fouls, and

was thought by his fcholars infallible.

f Of Abdera, from his ridiculing the eager purfuit of

welath and honour, known by the name of the laughing

philofopher. Yet his own father was fo rich, that at one

time he feafted Xerxes and his army. He died at the age of

99 years, See Cic. de Fin. v. 29. and Acad. iv. 17.

I A man of high birth, and a higher mind, the pre-

ceptor of Pericles. See the Confolatory oration on the de-

prture of Salluft.

Socrates. His father was a ftone-cutter of mean for-

tune, and his mother (Phznarete) a midwife.

|i Julian is right in preferring Socrates to the conqueror
of Alia, the wileft and moft enlightened of philofophers to

the icourge of mankind. But whatever he may lay of

pretended philofophical conversions, as rare as defective,

C 3 men
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men derived very little advantage from the inft.rucTions of

Soc:-;. ? . v. i::iefs the deplorable ftafe in which the nations

by \vhor:: pbilofophy was moil cultivated were with regard
;-:id rn.aimers before the publication pi

the

gofpel 1
'

-1 .or tweb. K men, of th- dregs of the

peopte,"'anu of a nnt'.-.n '.vhrich Athene ai niidered

a . ; he.world ;i reformation which phi-

lofophv hnd never atttrnptejd
and deemed imp'.'tf.ble. If men

had i. :he philofophers of

cliffeien i^cb proceeding from. his fchool, 'the! world would

full ha jccn '. ;.u it was formerly. Ju me, mid ft of the

prof.
-.1: :.-:s, fc,r.e men, a lirtle lei's bliiid than the

r, and orten nicu vici"n'?, had a glimpfa of a fmall

numle- <> r
trurhs, which iervec as food., for thtir pride, and

exercjfe for their tongue$, ri;f.!^.r ihnn ns.a ri^le for their

cond-.'.ft. So'ifle cohlide'red every tl-.irg ;rs pfbblefnatitat, even

the cxiftcnce of God, and the principles of moralitv.

Ocheis, raving at vice, diflionoured virtue, and affronted^

public decency. Some performed virtuous actions, bat

from fauaciciun and felf-iove.
'

Many concealed, and badly

concealed,, uuder the philofophical cloak, fome abomina-

tions which now we dare not name. The moft enlightened,

thro-igh v.-ant of ?en! for the truths with which they uere

beft acquainted, and bcddes not being able to inpport them
but by fubile and fur from popular arguments, held them in

captivity. They had not the courage merely to propofe to

the multitude the fundamental tmc-t of the- unity or' God.
The people, without inilrurticn, without principles, without

inanrjer?, v:ithout sn idea of the duties of man, rallied

hcndlung into all the horrors-of idolatry ; and the pretended

figes. iiu'h as Socrates, Ph to. "Cicero, Seneca, &c. had the

meanncfs to worlhip in the temples the tame Gods whom
they ridiculed in their fchools and in thtir writings : or at

the tnoft. like Jvilhn, and the Piatonifts of his rime, by the

aid of iome arbitrary fyflem they formed a monih'ous mix-
>f the tenets of the divine unity together with the

;ne> uluive and praftical follies of polythcilm. It is even

more th.m probable, that the general corruption and
the various revolutions that happened in the world would
have abfolurelyc^tinguiflied the weak lights of philofophy
it Chriftianity had not come to ftrengrhen, purify, and
<-:uul them, ;':ui to place within the reach of the dulleir.

n.inds both what the philofophers could not, and what they
ti/.rcd not, te;;ch. Probably the nations which difaiem-

bcred
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the military (kill of Xenophon *, the fortitude of

Antifthenes -f-,
the Eretrian J and Megarean phi-

lofophy ; a Cebes
|J,

a Simmias **, a Phasdon ff,

and innumerable others , not to mention the co-

lonies that we have received from Athens ; from

the Lyceum, the Porch, and the Academies }{. Who
is now preferved by the victories of Alexander ?

bered the Roman empire would again have plunged us into

baibariirn, it" the Chriftian religion had not civilifed them.

Will thole who oppofe it never have the equity to confider,

that without it they would certainly have been abandoned to

the moft foolifli fuperititions, and perhaps have been in a ftate

fnnilar to that of the favages of America ? LA BLETERIE.
* Of the "

military fkill" of Xenophon there needs no

other proof than the retreat of the ten thoofand Greeks,
which he cori*d u6led.

f The founder of the fec^ of the Cynics, which Diogenes,
one of his principal hearers, rendered fo confiderable.

Patkntiam, fays Cicero (de Oral. in. 17.) et duritiam

in Socratlco finnone maxlme adamarat. Ke ftyles him alfo

[ad Attic, xii. 38.) hominis ucuti niagis quam erudltl.

j From Menedemus, becaufe he was of Eretria [in

Euboea] the Eretrians were fo called; all whofe good was

placed in the mind, and the quicknefs of its apprehen-
fion, by which truth is difcernecL Cic. Acad. iv. 42.

From Euclid, a difciple of Socrates, who was of Me-

gara [in Ach;m],his followers were ftyled Tvlegareans, who
maintained that only to be good which was fingle, and

always the fame. Ibid.

||
Of Thebes. He wrote three dialogues, whofe titles

are preferved by Diogenes Laertius (Vlt. Pbilof.) The firft

of them, his Table, is lull extant.
** Of Thebes alfo. Laertius enumerates twenty-three

of his dialogues.

ff Prucdon of Elis was firft a flave, but being emancipated
he ftudied philoluphy, and became the chief of the feet

called Elean.

1 1 The ichools of Ariftotle, Zeno (or the Stoics) and

the Academics.

C 4
'

What
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What nation is more wifely governed, what indi-

vidual is improved, by them ? Many you may find

whom they have enriched, but none whom they

have made vvifer, or more temperate, either in them-

felves, or towards others : on the contrary, they

have fomented pride and infolence ;
while all

who are now reformed by philofophy, are reformed

by Socrates. In this opinion I am fupported by

Ariftotle, who feems to mean the fame, by faying,

that
" the theological work *, which he was com-

"
pofing, required as great abilities as thofe which

" fubverted the Perfian empire." In this I think

ne realbned right. For victories are principally

owing to courage and fortune, and, if you pleafe,

a kind of prudential cunning. But he who con-

ceives true ideas of God is not only endued with

perfect virtue, but it may juflly be doubted whether

iuch a one mould be flyled a man or a God. For

if it be true, that all things are fo conftituted as

to be beft known by thofe who are connected with

them, he who is acquainted with the divine nature

may, in like manner, be deemed a pure intelli-

gence.

But fince I am returned to the comparifon be-

tween a contemplative and an aclive life, from

which I had digreffed, and which, at the beginning
of your epiftle, you wilhcd to decline; I will

* T StoXoyjxn rty/a,
" On the nature of God." The fe-

quel Ihews, that it (hould be thus rranfiated. I know not
what this work of Ariftotle is; and Julian, if I miftake not,
is the only one who has mentioned it. LA BLETERIE.

mention



EPISTLE TO THEMISTIUS. 25

mention the fame philofophers that you did, Areus *,

Nicolaus f, Thrafyllus J, and Mufonius
j).

Not

one of thefe had the government of his country ;

though Areus, it is faid, refufed the prefecture

of ^Egypt, which was offered him. But Thrafyllus,

being the intimate friend of that cruel tyrant Ti-

* A philofopher and a man of learning, who, with his

two fons, Dionyfius and Nicanor, was attached to the per-
fcn of Auguftus, whofe confidence he poflefled. Seneca

fays, that he was the comforter of Livia, when me feemed

inconfolable for the lofs of Drufus. Scnec. Ccnfclat. ad
Afarciam. LA BLETERIE.

f A friend of Auguftus, M. Agrippa, and Herod the

Great, who learned of him philofophy. At the deiire of

that king of the Jews, he wrote an univerfal hi (lory. He
did honour to philofophy by his difintereftednefs and gene-

rofity. He anticipated in every thing the wants of his

friends, and faid, that "
money, like inftruments of mufic,

" was only ufeful to thofe who employed it." He com-

pofed the Life of Auguftus, or rather the hiftory of his

education. We have only fome fragments of his works,
Tvhich are in the extracts of Conftantine Porphyrogenetus,

publifhed by M. de Valois. Ibid.

j A Platonic philofopher and n celebrated aftrologer.

It appears in Tacitus, Annal. vi. with what addrefs and

prelence of mind he contrived to eicape the cruelty of

Tiberius, and to gain his confidence. Ibid.

i) C. Caius Mufonius Rufus, a Roman knight. Not CO;T-

tented with profeffing the Stoic philofophy, he endeavoured

to difFufe it among the young nobility of Rome, and ipcr.k-

ing freely of the conduct of Nero, that tyrant committed
him to a dreadful prifon, from whence he feiu him fir it

into the ifland of Gyaros, and afterwards to the iithmus

of Corinth, there to work in chains. A friend conirui-

derating his fitviation,
' I had rather be here," iV.u

Mufonius,
" than act on a itage like Nero." After the

death of his perfecutor, he returned to Rome, and was the

only philofopher whom Vefpiuan did not expell. As

Julian fays, that Mufonius iuftained the cruelty
" of ty-

rants," he was again persecuted by fome other befidss

Nero; no doub by Domitian. Ibid*

berius ,
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berius, unlefs he had exculpated himfelf by the

difcourfes that he has left, would have cor.trafted

a perpetual and indelible {lain. Thus civil go-

vernment was of no fervice to him. Nicolaus

was the artificer of no great deeds, raid he is better

known by his writings concerning them. Mufonius

alfo, by fupporting with fortitude and fubduing

by firmnefs the cruelty of tyrants, became dif-

tinguifhed, and was no lefs happy than thofe who

governed the greateft kingdoms. As for Areus,

when he refufed the pra-fe&ure of YEgypt, he

willingly deprived himfelf of the greateft happinefs,

if he thought an a61ive life the greateft. You

'yourfelf too are inactive, as you neither command

an army *, nor harangue the people, nor govern any

nation

* Indeed the Themiftius, with whom we are acquainted,
was not a warrior. Nor did he harangue the people ; no

one, I imagine, had then that privilege, except the Em-

perors and Ciefars. He was not Prefect of Conftantinople.
rill the reign of Theodofiifs. Nevertheleis, the manner in

r.;hich Julian here mentions the Themiftiu<=, to whom he

. :ring, would make one think, that he was rather, a.

Mere
philofopher,

concentered in his fchool, than the cele-

brated Themiftius, who had been made lenator of Con-

fb'ntinople two months before Julian was named Cn?far,
and who had always the ambition to be at once a philo-

r and a (latefman. Peficles, the Themiftius to whom
;'.e is addreiTed, appears to have been one of the

itiinate friends of Julian; and Themiftius the fenator,
oration pronounced in the reign of Theodofius,

..:; boafts of the regard which the Emperors
\\.\\ h"d for him, intimates that Julian

' did not love

V, he fays, that prince had been forced (by
d uibt) to acknowledge him for the firfl of phi-

xi s. In (hort, what is ftill of mere confequence,

Juliaji
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nation or city : but does it follow, that you are

not wife ? And if you fhould form feveral philo-

ibphers, or only three or four, you would con-

tribute more effemially to the happinefs of man-

kind than many kings united. A philofopher ads

no inconfiderable part; he is not, as you have laid,

the director only of public counfels, nor is his

aftion confined to thinking. But if he confirm

his words by his deeds, and appear fuch as he

Would have others to be, he will urge to action

Julian was not Cxfar when Themiftius was made fenator; yet

Themiftius, in the difcourfe where he thanks Conltantius for

his new dignity, congratulates the ILmperor on having taken

Julian for his colleague. Thefe difficulties are very flrong ;

but may it not be laid in anfwer, i. That Themiftius was

perhaps one of the fenators who were flyJed allcttl or

immuncs, and who enjoyed all the privileges of fenators,

without being obliged to exercife the functions? z. The-

miftius was at leait as good a courtier as philofopher.

Policy therefore did not allow him to boaft, in the reign of

Theodofius, of having been the friend of Julian. He
rather chofe to have it then believed, that, if that prince
hnd given him great marks of efteem, it was not fo much
from inclination and choice, as becaufe he could not refute

them. The vanity of Themiftius, which is very apparent
in the oration in quelHon, concurred with policy to imkc
him fpeak this language. 3. It is true, that the letters

by which Conftantius made Themiitius fenafur were read

in the fenate of Conihntinople on the firft of September,

355, and that Julian was not declared Ca.-far till the fixth

of November following ;
but the acknowledgement in which

the new ienator mentions the afibciation of Julian was, as

appears by the difcourfe itfelf, pronounced fome time after

the letters of Contlantius had been read at Conftantinopie,
and when it was juit known that Julian was Ctefar. No-

thing hinders our luppoling that two months and a half, or

three months, intervened between the reading of thoie

Jjtters and the difcourfe in queilion. LA BLETERIE,

with
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with more pcrfuafion and effeft than thofe who

excite to it by command

But I mud now return to the fubjeft with which

I began, and conclude an epiftle already perhaps

too long. This is the ium of it ; that it is not for

the fake of avoiding fatigue, nor of purfuing

pleafure, nor from a love of floth and idlenefs, that

I am averfe to public bufmefs ; but, as I faid at the

beginning, from a confcioufnefs of my not having

fufficient knowledge or genius, and allb from an

apprehenlion of throwing a reproach on philofophy

(whom though I love I have not won, and who

by the men of this age is already too much flighted),

having written fomething formerly, and now being

corrected by your admonitions.

May God grant me fuccefs, and prudence to

deferve it ! I have now the utmoft occafion for the

ailiftance principally of the Supreme Being, and

alfo of you philofophcrs, for whofe credit I have

cxpofed myfelf to danger. If God (hall by my
means grant to mankind a blefling

*
beyond my

abilities alone to procure, you will have no reafoa

to be offended at my difcourfes. For as I am con-

fcious of nothing good, this only excepted, that

having nothing, I do not think that I abound
-f- ,

I

con-

* This bleffing was particularly the re-eftablifliment of

Paganifin. LA BLETERIE.

Julian and his correfpondent were, no doubt, well ac-

quainted with the writings of the Apoftles, I will hazard a

conjefture that this was intended as a ineer on an expreffion
4 of
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continue to aft, as you obfcrve, in the fame manner;

and I intreat you not to form high expeftations of

me, but to fubmit every thing to God. So if any

faults fhould be committed, I fliall be blamelefs ;

but if all things fhould fucceed to my wiflies, I

fhall be grateful and moderate, not arrogating to

myfelf the deeds of others, but afcribing, as is

juft, every thing to God *, and knowing that my

acknowledgements are due to him, let me exhort

you to return him yours alfo.

of St. Paul, in 2 Cor. VI. lO. fl 5 ,,,& ejo1i,-, >:%* w*Tat

xri;omj, As having nothing, and yet pojjej/ing all things.

The expreffions at leaft are very fimilar.

* That piety of fpirit, that true magnanimity, which

Julian here profefles, has been nobly exemplified, \yhile i

am writing this, by a modern commander, the retriever of

the glory of the Britifli flag, whom we find, in the midft of

the moll: brilliant fucceis,
'

giving God the glory," and

not fcrupling to declare, that " It has plcafed God,
" out of his Divine Providence, to grant to his Msj city's
-** arms a mo ft complete viftory," &c. See Sir George

Rodney's Letter in the London Gazette of May 18, i;8j.
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A CONSOLATORY ORATION ON THE

DEPARTURE OF * SALLUST +.

A. D. IT T N L E S S, my dear friend, I communicate

U to you what has occurred to me in private,

fmce I heard of your approaching departure, I

lhall

* One MS. adds, T ayaSamxra, (" the excellent.")

f This is a farewell encomium on Salluft, who was going
into Illyricum and Thrace, he being one of the few who
was dear to Julian, and his confidential friend. He wrote

this Oration when he governed the Gauls with the title of

Ciefar, during the life of Conftantius. The time when

Julian celebrated the departure of Salluft with this Ora-

tion may be afcertained from a paflage in the Epiille to the

Athenians, where he mentions, that Conftantius removed

Salluft from the Gauls, becaufe he was his friend.

PETAU.
This Oration exhibits to us a pidlure of an excellent

temper, on the eminence to which Julian was now exalted,

in not being able to be feparated from the deareft and moft

uleful guide and companion of his life without the utmofb

regret. SPANHEIM.
Sailuft was an officer of great merit, by birth a Gaul.

What employment Conftantius had given him in the Gaule

is not known, but it was certainly one that was con-

fiderable. He was a Pagan, a man of learning, of great

ability in bufinefs, and of diftinguifhed probity ; fufficient

recommendations to the fiiendfhip of Julian. Salluft had
the rare talent of giving advice without petulance, and
without that air of confidence, which too often renders

the truth, and always thole who fpeak it, difgufting. The
freedom with which he reproved the prince was foftened

bv
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fhall think myfelf deprived of fome confolation ;

or

by refpect, cordiality, and tendernefs. Julian revered him
as a father, and all the good that Julian did was attributed

to Salluft, without exciting any jealoufy in Julian. Tfu?

intrigues of Florentius and fome other officers induced the

Emperor to recall Salluft, on a pretext that was honourable

to him ; but, in reality, to mortify Julian, who was left at

the difcretion of perfons unworthy of their pofts-, and hr

profefled enemies. He was extremely concerned at tLc lofs

of Salluft. To aflwage his grief, he addrefled this dif-

courfe to him, in which he takes leave of him in an affecting

manner, with teftimonies of the fincereft friendfhip and

efteem. Afterwards, when he was Emperor, he made him
Prsefect of the Gauls. LA BLITERIE.
On his entering the Perfian territories [April 13, 363],

Julian received a letter from his old friend Salluft [then in

Gaul], conjuring him not to take the field till he had ap

peafed the Gods, who feemed, by various prodigies, to

declare againft the Perfian war. But the die was caft. Ibid.

See allb Epiftle xvu, and what M. de la Bleterie fays
farther of this difcourfe in the Preface.

The meafures of policy, and the operations of war,
muft fubmit to the various operations of circumftance and

character, and the unpractifed ftudent will often be per-

plexed in the application of the moft perfect theory. But
in the acquiiition of this important fcience Julian was
affifted by the active vigour of his own genius, as well as

by the wifdom and experience of Salluft, an officer of

rank, who foon conceived a fmcere attachment for a prince
fo worthy of his friendQiip ; and whole incorruptible in-

tegrity was adorned by the talent of iniinuating the

harflieft truths, vv.thout wounding the delicacy of a royal
ear. GIBBOX,

This excellent miniftcr was fpeedily recalled by the

jealoufy of the Emperor ; and we may ftill read a icnfiblo

but pedantic difcourfe, in which Julian deplores the lofs of

fo valu.ible a friend, to whom he acknowledges himfcjf in-

debted for his reputation. Ilib.

This Salluft muft be carefully diftinguiflied from the

venerable Praefect of the Eaft, who had the fingular ho-

ijour of twice refilling the empire, once after the death

VOL. I, C 8 of
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of rather I Ihall imagine that my dignity
* affords

me no advantage unfhared by you. For having

participated with each other in much joy, and in

much grief, both in words and deeds, in public

and in private, at home and in the field, for the

prefent evils, be they what they may, we muft

both have recourfe to the fame remedy. But who

will fupply us with a lyre like that of Orpheus,

or with fongs like thofe of the Sirens, or with the

drug Nepenthes f ? Whether this was a ficlion

derived

of Julian, and again on the death of Jovian. Julian ho-

noured the confulfhip with the name of thePrnefecl of Gaul

(A. D. 363.) Ibid.

The fourth Oration of Julian, In Solent Rcgem^ compoied
in three nights, is addrefled to the fame Salluft, and to-

wards the conclufion he mentions a former work (now loft)
" on the K^ona," or Saturnalia, which was alfo infcribed to

him, and of which oae paragraph (quoted in the firft note

on the Cs?fars, p. 145.), is prcferved by Suidas.
* Of C^far, whieh Conftantius had conferred on him

-at Milan, Nov. 6, 355. See the Epiftle to the Athe-

nians, p. 77.

f Odyf. IV. 221. On the arrival of Telemachus at the

.court of Alenelaus at Sparta,-- With genial joy to warm the foul,

Bright Helen, mix'd a mirth-inipiring bowl
;

Tcmpcr'd with drugs of fovereign tile t'afRvage
The boiling bofom of tumultuous rage,
To clear the clouded front of wrinkled care,
And dry the fearful fluices of defpair.

Thefe drugs, fo friendly to the joys of life,

Bright Helen Icarn'd from Thone's imperial wife,
Who fway'd the fceptre, where prolific Nile

With various iimpies deaths the fruitful foil, &c.

Jufon



OM THE DEPARTURE OF S A L L U S T. ;

derived from /Egyptian lore, or was invented by

the poet himfclf^ and 'interwoven in his fecucl of

the Trojan calamities, as if Helen had learned it

in JEgypr, it exprefies what ought to be the lan-

guage of thofe who \vifli to difpel, not the mi-

feries which the Greeks and Trojans mutually in-

flicted, but menial fufferings, and ro reftore chear-

fulnefs and tranquillity. For pleafure and pain

feem to flow from the fame fource, and in their

turns fucceed each other. And thofe events which,

occafion great labour and trouble, in the opinion

of the wife, give a mind, that is rightly difpofed,

not more pain than pleafure. Thus from the

bittcrcft herb that grows on Hymettus
* the bee

exrrufts fwcet juice, and works it into honey. Sucli

bodies, as are healthy and robuft, are nourifhed

by any kind of food, and that which is generally

deemed umvholefome, far from impairing, increafes

their ftrength. But on thofe*, whofe conftitutions^

by nature, education* or (tudy, are weak, and

through their whole life, valetudinary, the flighted

attacks make violent impreffions, So, in regard to

the mind, thofe who are thus [lufcepcible, muft be

[iili-in refers to the fame pafia^e in his xxxvnth Epiftie.

And Milton thus alludes to it, in his Maik of Comus :

Not that Nepenthes which the wife of Thone,
In ./Egypt, g:ive to J')ve-bcrn Helena,
Is of fuch power to fur up joy as thi;,

To life fo friendly, or ib cool to thirft.

* A mountain of Attica, famar.s for excellent honey.
Ubi non Hjnctto mella </^v.,'. it. HOR.

VOL. I. D contented
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contented *] with being moderately well, and though

they are not endued with the ftrength of Antif-

thenes f or Socrates, or the fortitude of Callif-

thenes J, or the temperance of Folemo
||, yet if

they can be ferene in fiich trials, perhaps in greater

difficulties they may be chearful.

As to myfelf, fenfible how much I fufFer and

fhall fuffer from your journey, my concern was

equal to that which I felt on firft leaving my pre-

ceptor . For' I immediately recolle&ed the la-

bours which we have fhared, our pure and un-

feigned affection, our innocent and unreferved

*
Imperfect. The tranflator has fupplied the chafm by

conje&ure.

f A philofopher and teacher of rhetoric at Rhodes, who,
on hearing Socrates, bade his icholars feek a new matter,

for he had found one. He was the founder of the Cynic
feel, and the matter of Diogenes.

J A philofopher and difciple of Arittotle, who fre-

quented the court of Alexander the Great. On his op-

poling that prince being worfhipped in the Perfian manner,
he was accufed of a pretended conlpiracy, and cruelly ex-

pofed to Hens.

||
Polemo was a profligate young rake of Athens, and

even diftinguifhed by the diflblutenefs of his manners. One

day, after a riotous entertainment, he came reeling, with

a chaplet on his head, into the fchool of Xenocrates. The
audience were greatly offended at hisfcandalous appearance;
but the philosopher went on, without any emotion, in a

difcourle on temperance and fobriety. Polemo was fo

tfruck by his arguments, that he foon threw away his

chapiet; and from that time became a difciple of Xeno-
cratea ; and profited fo well by his inftm&ions, that he
afterwards luccccded him in the Socratic fchool.

Mrs. CARTER.
The eunuch Mardonius. See the Mifopogon.

con-
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converfation, our concurrence in all things laudable

the alacrity and refohuion with which \ve uni-

formly oppofcd the wicked, and the fin: rcl-j \vi:h

which we conflantly maintained our purpcfe, having

one and the fame mind, fimilar manners, and being

united by the ftrifleft friendfhip. Befides, I recol-

lecled that exprellion,

On the field UlyfTes {lands alone *.

For I now much refemble him, fince God has re-

moved you, like Hector
j-,

far from the darrs which

have been launched at you by fycophants ;
or

rather at me, endeavouring to wound me through

you ; a-s thinking no method fo certain as that of

depriving me, if pofiible, of the focicty of a faith-

ful friend, an alert defender, and a iharer, with

the utmoft alacrity, in all my dangers. You, I

think, at being denied a participation in my cares

and' labours, are no lefs aliened than I am
;
bur. on

*
I!, xi. 401. Oia-5); y OJiwc* Pone, ^09. If hn? he-

fore been remarked, (p. 5. note.) th.it ir was faluionable

for the Greek's in genera!, and Julian, their admires atid

imitator, in particu-ar, to qnoto Homer ;u random on e\rr/
occafioii. The above expfembli is applied by the poet to

I'lylTes, when Diomed had been wounded by Paris, and

obliged to quit the field.

-j- II. XI. 164.. This paffage is again quoted and applied^

'.virl'i more propri-jt--, , by Julian to hi:7j!c!f in hi.- Allegorical

Fable, That Hector \v; t s I'emovcd from the Ir-.rtls was a

defirable circumitance to Ulyllcs ; not fo the dcictifofi of

his ft icnd. Diomed. To this thv . . .vul of

^' :!!uil from Julian i'eems more appiijable*

D 2 p-,y



36 A CONSOLATORY ORATION
my account, and for my fafety, are rather more

anxious than myfelf. For as I never preferred my
own intereft to yours, I have always experienced

from you the fame attention. I am therefore juftly

and deeply concerned, that to you, who, with re-

fpeft to others, can fay,

"
I heed them not, for my affairs are prof-

perous,"

I alone mould occafion grief and anxiety. But

in this, it feems, we are equal fufferers; you, how-

ever, lamenting only on my account, but I con-

ilantly regretting the lofs of your fociety, and recol-

le&ing the friendfliip which we mutually pledged

to each other, cemented firft and principally by

virtue, and afterwards by the obligations, not from

you to me, but thofe which were largely conferred

on me by you. This friendmip we bound not by

oaths, or other fuch ties, like Thefeus and Piri-

thous *, but by a perpetual concurrence in opinion,

in being fo far from uniting to injure any one, as

never to converfe on the fubjecl. But if any thing

happened advantageous to an individual, or the

common good was in view, this engaged our private

difcourfe.

That I have abundant caufe to lament, on being

feparated, for ever fo fhort a time, not only from

a friend, but, God knows, a faithful affiftanr,

* The fvvorn friendfliip of thefe two heroes was pro-
verbial. See the Lite of Thefeus in Plutarch.

Socrates,
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Socrates, I doubt not, the great herald and teacher

of virtue, would allow; as far as his fentiments

may be conjectured from Plato. For thefe are his

words :
"

Rightly to govern a (late, I deem a mod
"

difficult tafk
; for it cannot be governed without

" faithful friends and counfellors ; and fuch can-

" not eafily be found." And if Plato thought

this more arduous than digging through Athos,

what can we expect, who in wifdom and kno-.vledge

are more unequal to him than he was to God ?

But I not only regret the mutual affiftance which

we gave to each other, in civil adminiftration, and

which enabled us more eafily to fupport whatever

happened unexpectedly either by accident, or by
the machinations of our enemies ; but the ap-

proaching lofs of my chief folace and delight rends

and afflicts my heart. For what friend equally

benevolent have I now remaining ? Whofe fincere

and innocent confidence (hall I be able now to en-

dure ? Who will ad vile me prudently, reprove me

mildly, confirm me in virtue without pride and

^rro^ance, and ufe freedom of fpeech without

afperity ;
like thofe, who from medicines extract the

naufeous, and leave the ufeful ? Thefe advantages
*

I have derived from your friend(hip. Deititute of

* In the original, A*X rare ^ t* T-H: a-r,; $?.? TO

snapTwc-ajuriv ; literally,
" But 1 have reaped this Jifgrace from

'

your friendfhip." Perhaps we fliould read TO omo
(utile}.

The Latin tranflator renders it hv famam bane (which may
be taken either in a "good or bad fenle) ; and Mr. Gibbon

(fee his fecond note, p. 31.) by
"

reputation."

D 3 that,
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that, how (hall I compofe numerous orations ?

. vvhen, in dcfpzir, I am ha/ardin^ my life,

from iYL,ret c f vou, c.f your counfe's vincl Ipcne-

vnk/cc, \viil pcrfvffde me to be refined, and to

fubrrm with fortitude; to whatever Ciod decrees?

For this, in concurrence with him, the great Em-

peror
* feeins to h?ve deierrnhied. By \vhat

mcthrcl, by what charms, can the mind be enabled

to hvpnort inch anxiety and .iliOrefs with mode^

n ? Shall we imifare the difconrfes of Za-

molxi 1?

-j~,
and mutter his incantations, which, when

Soci\i:c". had in traduced them at Athens, lie ob-

liged beautiful Charmides { to fing, before he would

c ire him of his httad-ach ? Or if ihefe, as being

too vail, and intended for greater trials, like large

rr, "chines in a finall 'theatre, are unmanageable, yet,

1 : om former occurrence?, collecting, as it were, from

a variegated meadow, fome choice and beautiful

vs :hall we folace our minds wi:h narrations,

inier]j)er(lng
with them fprne llriftures from phi-

Ipfupny ? As draughts that are too lufcious are ren-

"rantins.

, A Gere, and fervr.nt of Pvthagoras, who, at his re-

. civiliicd his countrvi;,Ln, and bv thw'ii \vas reputed a

(: ,!.

i Arhcnian, the fon of Giarcon, famous' for his

l.v;;ur\. SJG t'iC T)i..!ofuic of Plato io nan.td, in v.'hica

Chr.nni'les is ,r,n inrv.rlocutor. "
If," lays Socrates,

" \vhat
"

Critics I ; tri^c, if v.>u are cxtrcir.ely tcm-

-ly.is, or the

dered
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dered more palatable by the infufion of certain

drugs, fo when fuch narrations are feafoned with

fome apt maxims of philofophy, thofe parts of

ancient hiflory which feem tedious are (tripped of

their redundant loquacity.

What firft? What next? What laft (hall I re-

late *
?

Was not Scipio, loving Lselius, and being equally

loved by him, fo clofely connected with him, that

he undertook nothing without having previoufly

confulted and advifed with him ? which occaiioned

the envious traducers of his actions to fay, that

Laslius was the author of them, and Africanus only

the performer. The fame report prevails in re-

gard to us, and I hear it, I confefs, with great

fatisfaction. For to adopt the good advice of ano-

ther feemed to Zenof a proof of greater virtue

than

*
Odyff. IX. 14.

f Zeno, the founder of the Stoic feet, was born at

Citium, a fea-port town in the illand of Cyprus. He
was originally a merchant, and very rich. On a voyage
from Tyre, where he had been trading in purple, he was

fhipwrecked near the First urn. During his itay at Athens,
he happened to meet, in a bookfeller's mop, with the

fecond book of Xcnophon's jfoyorabilia ;
with which he

was extremely delighted ; and afked the bookfeller where
fuch kind of perfons, as the author mentioned, were to be

found. The bcokfeller anfwered, pointing to Crates, the

Cynic, who was luckily palling by,
" Follow him ;" which

Zeno did, and became his difciple. But his difpofition was

too inodeft to approve of the Cynic indecency ; and for-

faking Crates, he applied himlelf to the Academics, whom
he 'attended for ten years, and then formed a fchool of his

:;. There was a conltant leverity, or perhaps aufterity,
K
ia his manners, his drci.;

,
and his difcourie ; except at an

D 4 enter-
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than originally to conceive \vhat is ju(t and right

thus altering a line of Hefiod :

That man is belt who follows good advice *,

from

who counfels \vifcly for himfelf.

Yet I do not approve the alteration, as I think the

faying of Ilcfiod much more true. But better

than either is that of Pythagoras, from whom that

proverb originated,
" With friends all things are

tk common." This indeed does not refer to money

only, but includes a communion of minds and un-

cierfb.iviip.^s. So that what you fugged is no lefs

the property of him who adopts it; and in fuch

parts of yours as I performed, you are juftly en-

titled to a fh are. But let thofe actions be afcribed

to whom they will, they belong to another; and

entertainment, when he ufed to appear with chearfulneis

and cafe. His morals were irreproachable ; and he was

pi-dented by the Athenians with a golden erown, becaufe

his life was a public example of virtue, by its conformity
with his words and doctrines. He lived ninety-eight years,
and then ftrangled hirnfelf, hecraife, in going out of his

jchopl, he happened to fall down, and break his finger.

Die GENES LAEIITIUS.
*

OI;TO? fxtv Travacir-j.-, ; IUITOVTI wififlTai.

]n the Works and Days of Hefiod, ver. 291. we read,
OVTIC wv ffNXpiro?, og avra irninp. r^r.vH.

(In Julian, Ta.O'iavrw) to which latter hemiliich, it

iccms, Ztno fubllituied part of ver. 293, viz.

Efffoo? y O.M x.*z.en6c, e.; it;, /.. r. \.

He too is good, <wbo-f0Ilo4vi good advice.

Hetiod :uu! Livy thought, that he who counfeHed wifely
for hirr.iclf, was the firft of men. and that heWho followed

trie guod advice of others was the lecond. But Zeno pre-
ferred the latter.

of
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of their fuggeftions the invidious c..n make no

advantage.

I now return to Africanus and Lasliiis. Afrer

Carthage
* was deftroyed, and all Libya was fub-

jecled to Rome, Africanus difpatchcd Lnelius with

the intelligence of his fuccefs. Scipio was con-

cerned at being thus feparated from his friend ;

yet he did not think his grief inconiblable. Ladius

too, it is probable, was airlifted at departing alone;

yet this calamity did not feem to him infupportable.

Cato alfo took a voyage, leaving his intimate friends

at home. Pythagoras too travelled into ^Egypt,

and fo did Plato and Democrims, without any com-

panion, leaving behind them many whom they

highly efteemed. Pericles made war againfl Samos -f,

unaccompanied by Anaxagoras, and conquered

Eubcea
j ; by his counfels indeed, for he was his

*
By mentioning Libya afterwards, Julian feems to mean

Old Carthage ;
but C Lajlius, as we learn from Livy

(xxvii. 7.), was difpatched to Rome by Scipio Africanus

the elder, with the account of '* the conquelt," not de-

flruction,
" of New Carthage, the capital of Spain, in one

" dav." He was indeed difpatched, many years after, by
the younger Scipio, from Africa, with Syphax arid other

prisoners, and with the intelligence of the victory of Zama;
but it does not appear that he was fcnt with the account

of the deftruftion of Old Carthage. Julian traded much
to his memory, which fometimes deceived him.

j- Making war with the Samians, Pericles gained a naval

vidlory, andatbft took their city.

J Eubcca having rebelled againft the Athenians, he in-

vnded it with a fleet and army, and reduced it to their

obedience. See his Life in Plutarch.

pre-
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u As fome way-faring man, who wanders o'er

tc In thought *.

" Affifted by this, you may eafily difcern from
" Athens one who is in Ionia ; from the Gauls

" thofe \vho are in Illyricum and Thrace ; and
" him who is in the Gauls from Thrace or

"
Illyricum. For, though plants, when removed

" from their native foil in an improper fcafon,
" cannot be preferved, yet men, when they travel

*' from place to place, do not, in like manner,
" foon decay, or change their difpofition, or de-

" viate from the right principles which they had
"

previoufly imbibed. Therefore if we do not

" love with more ardour, we certainly fhould not

* 4 abate in our benevolence. Luxury is attended

ft
by lafcivioufnefs, but poverty by virtuous love.

" Thus we fhall be happier by the increafe of

* our mutual aife<ftion
;
and mall fee ourfelves

'

fixed, like ftatues in their niches, in the mind
" of e?.ch other. Now I fliall behold Anaxagoras,
" and then Anaxagoras will behold me

;
for no-

"
thing prohibits our feeing each other j not the

"
flefh and nerves, the face and form, or a bodily

"
representation, (though nothing perhaps will

14

prevent even thefe appearing to our minds), but

41 the virtue, the aftions, the difcourfes, the con-

"
verfations, the meetings that frequently cc-

41 curred between us; when we not unfkilfully

* II. xv. So. Pope, 86. Homer here compares the

flicrht of Juno, from Ida tu Olympus, to a man travelling
; !e"a.

44

joined
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44

joined in the praife of education, and juftice,
14 and of that underflanding which directs all

"
things human and divine i and alfo on civil

* 4

government, and laws, on virtuous conduft, and
"

ingenuous ftudies, 'we made fuch obfervations

44
as our memories fcggefted. Reflecting on thefe

**

things, and ruminating on fuch representations,
" we fhall difregard the delufions of nightly
' dreams ; nor will the ienfes, 'affected by a bad
" habit of body, prefent to the mind vain and
"

empty vifions. For, inftead of employing the

44
affiftance and miniftration of the fenfes, the

44 mind will meditate on thefe fubjecls, and thm
" inure itfelf to the contemplation and coinpre-
44 henfion of incorporeal objects. For by the

** mind we nlTbciate even with the Almighty, and
*4 are naturally enabled to behold and inveftigatc
44

things that efcape our fenfes, that are m place
44 far diftanr, and even things that have no place *.

** And fuch a viiion all whole lives have rendered

them worthy of ir, conceive in their minds and
'*

perfectly enjoy."

* Thus Shakefpsare :

The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling,

Doth glance from hea'veii to earth, from earth to

heaven,

And, as imagination bodies forth

The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen
Turns them to (hape, and gives to airy nothing
A local habitation, and a name.

Midfummer Night's Dream, Aft V. Sc. I.

Pericles
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Pericles, being endued with true magnanimity ^

and educated free in a free city, might folace him-

felf with fuch fublime meditations. But I, born
'*

in thefe degenerate days *," confole and beguile

my mind, and alfwage the bitternefs of my forroWj

by arguments more human ; thus endeavouring to

apply fome remedy to the many anxious and dif-

trefling ideas which on that fubjeft perpetually

affr.il me ; like a charm againft the bite of a xvild

beail, deeply wounding my heart and vitals. Of

all my afflictions this is the principal ;
-I am now

left alone, deprived of a fincere, focial intcrcourfe,

and an unreferved communication. For I have

none remaining whom I can confult with equal

confidence. But cannot 1 ealily converfe with my
lelf ? Or cannot lome other engage my thoughts,

and oblige me to regard and attend to fubjefts not

ol my ownjchooiing? Is not this fimilar to writing

on water, or boiling a done, or invedigating the

traces of the flight of birds ? Our converting ori

fuch fiuVjeiTts none can hinder. And perhaps God

will fugged fomething better. For it is impoflible

that a man who gives himlelf up to the Almighty
(liould be entirely negle6ted and deferted by him*

But God with his own arm defends him, endues

him with ftrength, infpires him with courage,

in dills into his mind what he fhould do, and deters

him from what he fhould forbear. A divine voice

*
Oio n'c^oTa* jiy'. II. v, 304. An exprcffion often quoted

by our author.

accorn-
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accompanied Socrates *, forbidding him to do

* The notion of Socrates having a fupernaturul atten-

dant, either an evil ipirit, as fome of the Fathers imagined,
or a good one, as others have conceived, has been lately

dilcufled, in '* an Effay on the Daemon or Divination of
*'

Socrates," by Mr. Nares, who maintains,
" that the

" divinations of Socrates were perfectly analogous to thofs
*' in common ufe at the time in which he lived

;
but that

"
he, from a fcrupulous exactnefs in hie exprelTions, (ami

44
probably alfo with a defire to inculcate, as frequently

*' as poffible, the notion of a conftantly active' and fuper-
*'

intending providence) chofe rather to refer his divi-

* ; nation always to its primary and original caxife, the
"

Gods, than to their Secondary and unconfcious inftru-
"

ments, the omens by which it was conveyed. In COH-
"

fequence of thefe idea?, he appropriated to the fubjec::
" an expreffion, which firll the malice of his enemies, and
" fince the miftaken xeal of his friends, have wreiled to

*' his difadvantage, as'if he had pretended to a communi-
" cation with fome attendant Daemon ; than which nothing
' could be more remote from his ideas. It appears, Sn-

"
deed, that he conceived the particular fignal, or omen,

"
by whicii he was directed, to be ibmething in a mamict'

"
appropriated; or at leait more accurately obferved and

* attended to by him than by others. But in this there is

"
nothing repugnant to the common notions of prophetic

*'
warnings in his and everv ag\ n:;..' in ti'.c lealt 1'ubveiTivc

" of what has been here advanced. FiOin this rcprefen-
*' tation of the matter it will appear, that there is, in

" the hiilory of this extraordinary man, nothing whicii
*' can countenance the vague and romantic notion of
" attendant tutelar demons

;
nor any thing which can

"
in the lead invalidate our conceptions of his ft net iu-

**
tegrity and open difpofition : a conclufion, which even,'

'*
lover of philolophy will duubtjefs embrace with pleafuri-,"
if the arguments and authorities which form the foun-

' dation of it be deemed of fufficicnt ilrength." The au-

thor fupports this ingenious hypothefis by paiTages to the

fame purpofe from Plato, Xenophon, and Plutarch.

If Julian had not been more" a Greek than a Roman, he

would have mentioned alfo, on this occafion, Numa and

his nymph Egeria.

3 v-hat-
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whatever was improper. And Homer fays of

Achilles,
" His mind was infpired *," intimating,

that our thoughts are fuggefted by God, when the

mind, by reflection, converfes firft with itfelf, and

then privately with God, without interruption ;
for

the mind requires not ears to learn, nor God a

voice to teach, what is neceifary, but, without fen-

fation, a participation of the Almighty is given to

the mind. How, and in what manner, I have not

leifure now to examine; but that this is effeded

there are fure and fairhful witneffes, not fuch as

are ignoble, and to be clafled with the Megaren-

iians, but thofe who have had the firft reputation

in wifdom. Therefore, as We expeft that God

will be for ever prefent with us, and that we fhall

again have a mutual intercourfe, the violence of

our affliction ought to abate. Even Ulyfles, who

To much lamented his confinement in an iiland for

ieven whole years, though I praife him for his

bravery on other ccc'dfions, I admire not for his

grief on this. For what availed his gazing on the

lea, and medding tears
-j-

? Not to be dejefted and

clifpirited by misfortunes, but to aft with intrepidity

in the midft of danger and deftrucnon, feems in-

deed more than can be expected from man. But it

*
By Juno. II. I. $5. Thus alfo Virgil, WA- mentesi JRxcx

gc?iitrix puklerrima mifit* ^".n. XII. 5^4.

}- OdyiT. v. 82. All on the lonely fhore he fat to weep,
And roll'd, his eyes around the reftlels deep ;

Tow'rd his lov'd coaft he roll'd his eyes in vain,

Till dimm'd with riling grief, they fiream'd again.

Pope, 105.

IS
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is unjuft to praife, and not to imitate, the ancients,

or to think that God readily afiifled them , but

will overlook thofe of this age whom he fees at-

tached to virtue, fince on that account he was

pleafed with them. It was not for perfonal beauty ;

or Nireus * would have been more beloved by
him. Nor was it for ftrength ; as the Lseftrygons f

and Cyclops -J
were greatly fuperior in ftrength to

UlyfTes. Nor was it for riches; for then Troy
would have remained in fafety, But why mould

we labour to inveftigate the reafon of the poet's

faying that UtyffesJ was beloved by God , when

we may hear it from himfelf ?

Becaufe, in every ufeful art refin'd,

His words were eloquent^ and wife his mind
jf.

It is plain therefore, that, if we have thefe en-

dowments, the Almighty will not deny us his

iupport, but, according to the oracle given of

* II. ii. 671. Nireus is here mentioned as the moft

beautiful of the Greeks, Achilles only excepted ; but hi

name never occurs again ; for

few hrs troops, and fmall his ftrength in war,

It is remarkable, that Nireus is introduced by Euripides

[Iphigenia in Aulis] as accompanying TJlyfies, though their

manners were unfuitable, and their dominions [Syma and

Ithaca] far diftant. In the vith book of Quintus Calaber,
Nireus falls by the fpear of Eurypylus. WODHULL

f Odyff. x. 119, &c.

J Ibid. ix. 125, &c.

fc>EcA^ A <p*o$ (beloved by Jupiter) in II. xi. 419, 4.73.

H Odyff. xiir. 332. [Minerva] by faying to Ulyffes, that

fhe would never overlook nor defcrt him,
"

Becaufe, &c."

.fhews that of all we have, virtue only is cfteemed by God
and divine. Plutarch, d< auditndis Foetis.

VOL. L E old
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whatever was improper. And Homer fays of

Achilles,
" His mind was infpired */' Intimating,

that our thoughts are fuggefted by God, when the

mind, by reflection, converfes firit with itfelf, and

then privately with God, without interruption ;
for

the mind requires not ears to learn, nor God a

voice to teach, what is necefTary, but, without fen-

farion, a participation of the Almighty is given to

the mind. How, and in what manner, I have not

lei Pure now to examine; but that this is effected

there are fnre and fakhful witneffes, not fuch as

are ignoble, and to be claffed with the Megaren-

iians, but thofe who have had the firfl: reputation

in wifdom. Therefore, as we expect that God

will be for ever prefent with us, and that we fhall

again have a mutual intercourfe, the violence of

our affliction ought to abate. Even UlyfTes, who

ib much lamented his confinement in an ifland for

feven whole years, though I praife him for his

bravery on other occafions, I admire not for his

grief on this. For what availed his gazing on the

lea, and (bedding tears
-j~

? Not to be dejected and

difpirited by misfortunes, but to act with intrepidity

in the mid ft of danger and deftruction, feems in-

deed more than ean be expected from man. But it

*
By Jimo. II. I. 55. Thus alfo Virgil, /& menten JEn

gcvitrix pulclerrima mlfit. jf.n. xfl. 5^4.

f OdyiT. v. 82. All on the lonely fhore he fat to weep,
And roll'd his eyes around the reftleis deep ;

Tovv'rd his lov'd coaft he roll'd his eyes in vain,

Till dimni'd with riling grief, they flrcam'd again.

Pope, 105.

IS
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is unjuft topraife, and not to imitate, the ancients,

or to think that God readily aflifted them ; but

will overlook thofe of this age whom he fees at-

tached to virtue, fmce on that account he was

pleafed with them. It was not for perfonal beauty ;

or Nireus * would have been more beloved by
him. Nor was it for flrength ; as the Lseftrygons f

and Cyclops J were greatly fuperior in ftrength to

Ulyffes. Nor was it for riches; for then Troy
would have remained in fafety.

1 But why mould

we labour to invefligate the reafon of the poet's

faying that Ulyffesr was beloved by God , when

we may hear it from himfelf ?

Becaufe, in every ufeful art reMn'd,

His words were eloquent^ and wife his mind
jf.

It is plain therefore, that, if we have thefe en-

dowments, the Almighty will not deny us his

iupport, but, according to the oracle given of

* II. ii. 671. Nireus is here mentioned as the moft

beautiful of the Greeks, Achilles only excepted ; but hi

name never occurs again ; for

few hi's troops, and fmall his ftrength in war.

It is remarkable, that Nireus is introduced by Euripides

[Iphigenin in Aulis] as accompanying Ulyfles, though theif

manners were unfuitable, and their dominions [Syma and

Ithaca] far diftant. In the vith book of Quintus Calaber,
Nireus falls by the fpear of Eurypylus. Woo HULL.

f Odyff. x. 119, Sic.

J Ibid. ix. 125, &c.

Wec^A'd AI <piAo$ (beloved by Jupiter) in II. xi. 419, 4-7 3

[j Odyff. xiii. 332. [Minerva] by faying to Ulyfles, that

fhe would never overlook nor defert him,
**

Becaufe, &c."

.(hews that of all we have, virtue only is efteemcd by God
and divine. Plutarch. <!< audieneiis Poetis.

VOL. I. E old
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old to the Lacedaemonians, invoked, or not in-

voked, God will be prefent with us.

Having thus fought confolation, I now return

to that circumtlance, which, though at firil it

feerns trivia), is generally thought of no fmall

importance. Alexander is faid to have vvilhed for

Horner^ not as a friend indeed, but as a herald,

as he was to Achilles, and Patroclus, and the two

Ajaces, and Antilochus. But he, always defpifing

what he had, and coveting what he had not,

flighted his contemporaries^ and was never fatisfied

with what was granted him. If he had been in-

dulged with Homer, he would probably have re-

quefted the lyre of Apollo, on which he played at

the nuptials of Peleus *, thinking it not a ficlion

of the genius of Homer, but a true facl related

in verfe, like thefe*

Aurora now, fair daughter of the dawn,

Sprinkled with roiy light the dewy lawn
-j~.

And, The Sun arofe J.

And, Crete, a fruitful foil .

*
II. :;xiv. 62. Juno fays to the Gods,

To grace thofe nuptials, from the bright abode,
Yourfelves were preicnt ; where this.minftrel-god

(Well pleas'd to fli.irc the feu ft) amid the choir,
Stood proud to hymn, and tune his youthful lyre. POPE.
This harmonious banquet is alfo celebrated by Eu-

ripides, in one of the chorufles of his Iphigenia in

Aulis. Apollo is tkere introduced foretelling the glory of

Achilles.

-j-
II. viu. i. Pope.

I OdylT. in. x.

loid. xix. 172. Fenton.

And
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And other fimilar paffages of the poets, which

are plain and obvious, as feme of the objects

ilill remain, and fome of the fadis are (till t-ranf-

afted.

Bilt whether the excellence of his virtue, and

a wifdom, by no means inferior to his great fuper-

fluity of worldly happinefs, inflamed his mind with

fuch ambition, that he coveted more than any one

clfe ; or whether the excefs of his valour and in-

trepidity tended to arrogance, and bordered on

bftentation ; mufl be left to the difcuflion of thofe

who would compofe his panegyric or fatire
;

if any

fliare of the latter can be thought his due. I, on

the contrary, always fatisfied with, what is prefent,

and not in the lead defirous of what is abfenr, con-

tentedly acquiefce in having my merits proclaimed

by a herald who has been a fpe&ator and a fellow-

combatant with me in all *, but whofe judgement

partiality never biaffes, nor prejudice perverts.

Sufficient is it for me to profefs my friendfhip ; in

other refpefts I ihall be more filent than thofe who

arc initiated by Pythagoras f.

But here I muft advert to the general report,

namely, that you are going not only among the

lllyrians, but alfb to the Thracians, and thofe

* Salluft himfelf, no doubt, ort whofe reprefcntation of

his conduct Julian might indeed fafely rely.

t The fcholars of this philofopher in their, probation
were enjointd ftlence, and were o:ily to hear; which time

was called ixtpt&a. Cell. i. 9. Sue the Epiftle to The-

p. 21. note *,

E 2 Greek?
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Greeks who dwell near that fea *. This, being

the place of my birth and education, has infpired

me with a great regard for thofe people, and their

country, and cities ; and an equal regard perhaps

they retain for me. To them, I am confident,

your arrival will be moft acceptable, and that they

will think it a happy exchange, as you have left

me here. By faying this, I mean not to infinuate

that I wifh it ; on the contrary, if you could return

hither immediately, by the fame road, I fhould be

much more gratified. But as it mufl happen, I

am ccnfidering how to fupport it with firmnefs and

equanimity, while I congratulate them on feeing

you juft come from us. On your account, I re-

concile myfelf to the Gauls
; deeming you worthy

of being ranked among the firft of the Greeks, in.

juftice
and other virtues ; as being alfo an adept

in oratory, and far from a novice in philofophy, in

which the Greeks alone are perfect ; invefligating

truth, as its nature requires, by reaibn, and not

fuffering us to be deluded by idle inventions, and

incredible fables, like many of the Barbarians.

And now (to difmifs you with aufpicious omens)
. where-ever you go, may the benevolent God be

your guide, and Jupiter the friendly and hofpitabie

receive you, conducting you fafely by land, and,

if you embark, fmoothing the waves ! May you
be loved and honoured by all men ; fo that they

may rejoice 2,1 your arrival, and lament at your

* The Propontis, which laves Conftantinople, v.-here

Julian was bora. It divides the Hellefpont and the Thra-
cian Boiphorus.

3 depar-
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departure ! Still retaining your afretion for us,

may you never want the fociety of a friend equally

faithful ! May God alfo conciliate to you the favour

of the Emperor ; may he regulate every other cir-

eumftance to your complete fatisfaHon ; and grant

you a fafe and fpeedy return to your own country

and to us ! In thefe prayers for you I unite with

the good and virtuous. Let me add,

With health, with joy, to his lov'd native ihore

May the kind Gods my honour'd friend reftore *!

Norv<Tau oxo ii i; T

The firft line is taken from ver. 401, and the fecond is

an alteration of Noro-*T inver. 404., of Oilyff. xxiv. with

the addition of moft part of ver. 562 of OdyfT, x.

Befides the warmth of aflfe&ion that breathes through
this whole competition, feveral parts of it, efpecially the

conclufion, in thjs original, are poetical without being

turgid.

E 3 JULIAS
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JULIAN C^SAR TO THE EMPEROR

CONSTA^TIUS *.

A. D. TT7YER retaining one and the fame opinion, I

JtL have adhered to what I faithfully purpofed,

net lefs from principle than by the covenant of

treaties, as has evidently appeared in various ui-

llances. As foon as I was created Caefar, you ex-

pofed me to all the tumults and horrors of battle
;

yet, contented with a delegated authority, like a

faithful apparitor, I filled your ears with frequent

accounts of fuccelfes anfwerable to your wifhes ;

never dwelling on my own dangers, though "by

continual proofs it may appear, the Germans being

every where fcattered and difordered, that I was

always the firfl in labours, but the lafl in re*

frelhment.

:<
' The Gallic legions being ordered by Conftantius to

march into the Eaft, a tumult arofe (as Julian himfelf re-

lates more particularly in the fucceeding epiftle to the

Athenians); and from the fubordinate dignity of Caefar he

was exalted by the army to the fupreme rank of Augiiftus.
This epiftle, written foon after that event, is preferved by
Ammianus.
He compofed, in his own name, and in that of the army,

a fpecious and moderate epiftle, which was delivered to

fcntadius, his matter of the offices, and to his chamberlain

Eutheriui ; two ambafladors, whom he appointed to receive

t ie aufwer, and obferve the difpclitions, of Cenftantius.

GJEEO.V.

Bu
t,
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But, with your leave, I will inform you whether

any innovations have now been made, as you

imagine. The Ibldiers, wafting their lives in many
and fevere wars, without advantage, have formerly

held confultations, raging and impatient of a ruler

in the fecor.d place, being fenfible that no recom-

pence can be made them by the Crefar for their

daily fatigues and frequent victories
-,

their re-

fentment has been appeafed by no increafe of ho-

nours, not even by a year's pay now due, to which

this alfo has been unexpectedly added; their being
ordered to the moil diflant parts of the Eailern world,

men accuftomed ro frozen climates \vere to be fepa-

rated from their wives and children, and were dragged
forth indigent and naked. Being therefore more bit-

terly enraged than ufual, alTembling in the night,

they befieged the palace, exclaiming JULIAN Av-

GUSTUS with loud and repeated cries. I trembled,

I confefs, and withdrew ; and while I could, fought

fafety by filence * and retirement. But no refpire

being allowed, guarded, as I may fay, by the free

fortrefs of my breaft, I went forth and prefemed

myfelf to then-!, thinking that my authority or

mild words might allay the difturbance. Their

fury was wonderful, and it went fo far, that, on

my endeavouring by intreaties to conquer their ob-

ftinacy, rufhing clofe up to me, they threatened

inltant death. At length fubdued, and conjec-

* In fhe original, funulatione. I prefer the correftion of

Gclsnius, miiffationc,

E 4
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turing *, that, when I was killed, another per-

haps would be declared prince, I affented, thus

hoping to appeafe the tumult.

This is the fubftance of what has happened, which

I requeft you to accept with complacence. And

think not that any thing is mifreprefented, or credit

the evil reports of the malicious, who. are accuf-

tomed to promote the revolts of princes for their

own advantage ;
but baniihing flattery, the nurfe

of vice, cultivate the mod excellent of all virtues,

juftice ;
and receive with good faith the equitable

terms which I offer, confidering them as beneficial

both to the Roman flate and to us, who are allied

by cqnfanguinity, and by the eminence of fuperior

rank. Thefe requefts, (excufc me) as they are found-

ed in reafon, I am lels anxious for your granting

than for your approving and thinking them jufl and

proper. I am ready alfo'with chearfulncfs to obey

your commands. What may be neceilary I will

reduce into a fhort compafs.

Twill furnifh Spanifli horfes-f for your chariots,

and fome LetianJ youths, fprung from Barbarians on

* In the original, Mecitmque ipfe contejlans. In the margin
of the Royal MS. conjcftans is written in the fame hand.

VALOIS.
The tranflator has adopted the latter.

-j-
Zonaras fays the fame thing. And he adds, that

Julian infcribed his letter with the name of Csefar, not

Auguftus, led Conftantius, offended at it, fliould imme-

diately difdain it : which Julian alfo confirms in his Epiftle
to the Athenians. Ibid.

% The Leti, or Laeti, were fome half-barbarians, who
tlwclt in the Gauls; or (as our Ammianus fiibjoins) ds
R 1

' anum edita barbarorttm progtnitt. Ibid,
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this fide the Rhine, or, at leaft, from vaflals who
have revolted to us, to be incorporated with your

provincials and targeteers. And thefe, as long as

I live, I promife to fupply, not only with gratitude

but delight. Pretorian prefects, of diftinguiihed

equity and merit, fhall be given us by your cle-

mency *. As for the other ufual magiftrates, and

the directors of the war, it is proper that they

fhould be left to my nomination, and alfo the

guards. Fopj when they can previoufly be

learned, it is abfurd for the manners and tempers

of thofe who are ftationed by the Emperor's fide

to be unknown to him. The following rule, with-

out the leaft hefitation, I would eftablifh : Gallic

recruits, juft enlifted, (hould not be fent, either

voluntarily, or by force, to foreign and far diftant

countries, and oppreffed with daily fatigues or vex-

atious accidents, left the youth fhould be totally

exhaufted, being afflifted with the recollection of

paft, and finking under impending, dangers. Nor
can it be proper to oppofe the Parthians with aux-

iliaries drawn from hence, fince the barbaric fury
is not yet quelled, and (if you will permit me to

fpeak the trurh) thefe provinces, harraffed by con-

tinual misfortunes, require external and powerful

afMance. In giving this advice I ftudy, I am

convinced, the public good, requefting and intreat-

ing ; for I know, not to arrogate more than my
ftation warrants, what embarrafled and deip v,ie

* A teigu.of i-ipe&, ii;..;
"

rmjefly," r,
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affairs have been retrieved by the agreement of

princes mutually complying with each other;

and the example of our anceftors will (hew, that

rulers, thinking in this and the like manner, have,

as it were, difcovered the method of living hap-

pily, and of endearing their memory to the latcft

times *.

* In this negociation Julian claimed no more than he

already poflefled. .The delegated authority which he had

Jong exerciied over the provinces of Gaul, Spain, and Bri-

tain, was llill obeyed under a name more independent and

nuguft. The foldiers and the people rejoiced in a revo-

lution, which" was not Trained with blood. Florentius was

a fugitive ; Lupiciruas a prifoner. The perfons who were

difaffetted to the new government were difarmed and le-

curedj and the vacant offices were diftributed according
to the recommendation of rnevit, by a prince who defpifed

the intrigues of the palace, and the clamours of the foldiers.

GIBBON,
*' To this oflcnfible epiftle he added," fays Ammianus,

* l

private letters, objurgc.torias et mordaces" which the hif-

torian had not feen, and would not have publimed. Per-

haps they never exifted. Ibid.

Thefe "
flinging" letters, Zonaras fays, were not fent

by Julian at that time, but afterwards, when Leonas, who
had been ambaflTador to Julian, returned unfuccefsful to Cou-

flantius,
" Leonas therefore, defpairing of being able to

" execute any part of his commiflion, returned with the
*' letters of Julian, in which he impudently upbraided the
"

Emperor, as having been very criminal towards his re-
c

lations, and threatened that he would revenge their in-
*'

juries." VALOIS.
The ambafladors found Connantius at Cxfarea in Cappa-

docia. On reading the letters with which they were

charged, this prince flew into a dreadful paffion j and

viewing them with a look that feemed to threaten their

lives, he commanded them to withdraw, without conde-

fcending to give them nny further audience, or to aflc them

any questions. lie was very near quitting the Per/ian war

to march drre&ly agninft Julian. However, he only ciif-

patched a Qureftor, named Leonas, to him, with a menacing

letter, and recalled his principal oflicers. LA BLETERIE.

THE
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THE EMPEROR JULIAN TO THE SENATE

AND PEOPLE OF ATHENS *.

HOUGH many aftions have been performed
*-

by your anceftors, for which you, as well as

they, are juftly renowned, and though many

trophies have been erefted by all Greece in general,

and

*
Julian wrote this epiftle loon after his being pro-

claimed Emperor in the Gauls ; and while he was marching
with his army againft Conflantius. For Libanius affirms,

$hat he then wrote letters to feveral cities of Greece, in

order to exculpate his affiiming the empire to other na-

tions.
** He was fo much more felicitous," lays that

orator, in his Panegyric on the confulfhip of Julian,
" to

*'
exculpate himfelf than to gain a victory, that, while he

' was expofed to the greateft dangers, heapologifedforhim-
'

felf by the Greeks; to all mankind, writing epiftles to

'

them, according to the feveral difpofitions of each city,
* fome longer, and fome fliorter, as m'ght fuit thofe to
' whom they were addrefied."

This epiftle therefore explains the motives of his con-

dutf, and fully defcribes the patience with which he had

hitherto borne the repeated injuries and provocations of

Conftantius, and the great reluctance with which, by the

concurrence of the army, he was exalted to the empire.

Indeed, of all the remains of that apoftate, none leems to

me more worthy of publication and the peruf;:! of the

learned, efpecially of thole who fhidy hillory. For it ac-

curately relates that whole tranfaction, throws light on

rnany parts of this fubject tranfmitted to' us by Ammianus
and others, and alfo contains' feveral hifrorical facts and

circumftahces hot to be found eifewhere. The great regard

\vhich Julian had for Athens and the Athenians, and the
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and by your city in particular, when fhe contended

fingly either with the neighbouring ftates, or with

the Barbarians, none of her deeds are fo diftin-

guifhed, no acts of her heroifm fo illuflrious, as

not to be rivalled by the other cities. In fome,

they have co-operated with you; others they

have performed unaided and alone. But left, by

mentioning particulars, I fhould feem to draw an

odious comparifon, or to give an invidious pre^

ference, in order to ferve my caufe, as is ufual

with orators, who by faintly praifing, really de-

reafons why he reforted thither, Gregory of Nazianzus de-

clares in his fecond oration rrfcnr. PETAU.
After having made himfelf mailer of the pafs of the

Succi, in his march againft Conflantius, while Julian re-

fided at Naiffus in Illyricum, waiting for his troops, and

nraking new levies, he wrote to feveral cities of Greece,

nmong others to Athens, Lacedaemon, and Corinth, not

only to engage them in his intereft, but alfo to juilify his

procedings.
In particular, he made it a point of honour and religion

to take for judges the Athenians, fo celebrated in an-

tiquity for their love of juftice, by carrying his caufe to the

tribunal of Areopagus, where the Gods had formerly ap-

peared. Of all his manifeftoes we have only that which

was acidrefled to them. It is an eloquent and perfectly well-

written piece. LA BLETERIE.
. The moft authentic account of the education and adven-

tures of Julian is contained in this epiftle, or manifeflo,
It dtferves the praifes of the Abbe dc la Bleterie, and is

one c- manifeftoes to be found in any language.
GlBEOK.

His epiftle to the Senate and people of Athens, feems to

luive been didtated by an elegant cn f
hufiafm, which

pi : i.ip:cd hrni to fubinit his nftions and motives to the

degenerate Athenians of his own times, v/ith the fame
humble deference, as if he had been pleading, in the days
of Ariirides, before the tribunal of the Areopagus. Ibid,

preciate
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predate and decry the merit of their opponents,

this only I will fay of you, to which of all that tra-

dition has tranfmitted the other Greeks can pro ;

duce nothing parallel. You obtained the do-

minion over the Lacedaemonians, not by the force

of your arms, but by the fame of your juftice.

Ariflides * the Jufl was formed by your laws. And

thefe proofs of your virtue, fplendid as they are,

you have confirmed by ftill more fplendid fas-

For in mere matters of opinion we are liable to

miftake, nor is it unufual to find, among many-

wicked men, oneWho is virtuous. Is not Deiocesf
celebrated among the Medes, Abaris J among the

Hyperboreans, and Anacharfis among the Scy-

thians; of whom it was remarkable, that, though

they lived in nations notoriously unjuft, they

neverthelefs cultivated juftice ? The two laft fin-

cerely ;
the firft was prompted by intereft to dif-

* See his Life in Cornelius Nepos.

f He determined with fo much prudence the differences

0f the Medes, that he dderved to be chofen their king.
He built, according to Herodotus, the city of Ecbatana,

.and reigned forty years, from the year of the world 3358
to 3398. MORERI,

t A Scythian, who wrote Apollo's Northern Journey in

verfe, oracles, predictions, &c. Jamblichus fays, he was a

fcholar of Pythagoras, which does not agree with what the

ancients affirm of Abaris being prior even to Solon. Ibid.

Another Scythian, contemporary with Solon, of whom
he learned philofophy at Athens.

He was the only philofopher of his nation, whence the

proverb, Anacbarfa inter Scythas. At length he was killed by
his brother the king of Scythia, for endeavouring to introduce

fhe Athenian laws. See Diogenes Laertius, in his life, /. i.

femblc
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femble it. But it is difficult to produce a whole;

city and nation, who praftife juftice, both in word

and deed, except yourfelves. Of many inftances

that have occurred among you it may be fufficient

to mention one. When Themiftocle's *, after the

Perfian war, Had formed a plan of privately fetting

fire to the naval arfenals of the Greeks.,' and dared

not pubiickly to propofe it, but faid, he would

communicate the fedret to any one whom the

people by their fnffrages would elecl, they

named Ariftides. He, on hearing the propofa],

concealed the particulars, and only informed

the people, that "
nothing could be mbre advan-

*

tageous, but at the fame time more unjuft, than
" the advice of Themiflocles." Upon which, the

city immediately difclaimed and declined it;, a

fignal inftance of magnanimity, and highly be-

coming a people educated under the eye of the

wifeft Goddefs!

If thefe things happened among you in ancient

times, and a fmall fpark, as it were, of the virtue

bf your anceftors has ever fmce been preferved,

you ought, when you hear of any great action, to

tonfider, not the- furprifmg fingularity of it, like

that of a man walking with as much ftrength and

agility as if he had wings, but whether its motives

were juft and right. And if fo, both in public

and private it will receive your deferved applaufe;

if hot, it will with reafon be difregardcd and con-

demned. Nothing is fo nearly allied to wifdom as

* See his Life in Plutarch.

7 juO.ice.
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jufiice.
Thofe therefore who defpife it you mould

banifli as profaners of your Goddefs. Though you

are not ftrangers to my affairs, this is the occaGon

of my prefent addrefs. If any thing fhould chance

to have efcaped your knowledge (and fome par-

ticulars probably may, even of thofe in which you

all are interefted), it may thus be communicated

to you, and by you to the other Greeks. And let

me not be charged with trifling, if I endeavour to

tomprife in my difcourfe thofe fcenes which hare

htely been prefented to the eyes of all men, *s

well as former tranfaclions, as I wijfh to have every

thing that relates to me generally known. I will

begin with my anceftors.

That the family of my father, and that of Con-

ftantius, had the fame origin, you need not be in-

formed. Our fathers were brothers, having the

fame father. How that moil humane Emperor
.a&ed afterwards towards me, who was fo nearly

related to him, and how he unjuftly put to death

fix of his own and my coulins, as well as my father,

his own uncle, together with another uncle of us

both, and alfo my elder brother *
; and after hav-

ing

* He fays, that "
fix coufins and two uncles" were flain

by Conllantius. The latter, I find in the hiitory of thole

times, were [Julius] Conftantius, the father of Julian, aud

Dalmatius, both fons of [Conftantius] Chlorus, by Th&o-

dora, the daughter-in-law of Maximian-Hcrcuiius, aud

brothers of Cou{hntine. [See the "
Pedigree of Julian.V]

But the hiftorians mention only
" three" coulin-german,

Viz. Dalmatianus and Hannibalianus, the fons of D ilan-

tius, and Nepofianus, the fon of Eutropia, thi lifter of
Conftftncine. The others were killed, foon after thi cL-^.a
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ing intended to deftroy me
* and another brother f,

changed our fentence into banilhment, from which

he afterwards releafed me, but deprived him, juft

before he was killed, of the name of Csefar ; all

thefe dreadful tragical events why {hould I relate ?

efpecially, as he is faid to have repented, and to

have been much afflicted, attributing to them his

want of children, and alfo his ill fuccefs in the

of Conftantine, by a confpiracy of the foldiers. Nepoti-
anus was flain after the death of Conftans, not, however,

by Conftantius, but by the tyrant Magnentius. So fay

Socrates, Zofimus, Eutropius. and Vi&or. I read there-

fore of but ** two" coufins flain by Conftantius. The reft

let the diligent and learned inveftigate. PETAU.

* We learn, from this paflage, what is mentioned, as I

recollect, by no other writer, that Julian had, befides Gallus

Caefar, another, and that an elder brother, whom he here-

plainly diftinguifh.es from Gallus, and mentions to have

been killed, before Gallus was Czeiar, by Conftantius.

Who he was, or what was his name, I profefs myfelf to be

ignorant. But fo was Socrates. Ibid.

Julian here charges his coufin Conftantius with the whole

guilt of a mafiacre, from which he himfelf fo narrowly

efcaped. His aflerticn is confirmed by Athanafius, who,
for reafons of a very different nature, was not left an enemy
to Conftantius. (torn. i. p. 856.) Zofimus joins in the

fame accufation. But the three abbreviators, Eutropius
and the Viftors, ufe very qualifying expreilions,

"
fmente

"
potius quamjubente ;"

" incertum quofuaforet

" " vi militunit
"

GIBBON.

f Sorrates (III. i.) fays, that " Gallus was fuftered to
'

live, becaufe, on account of his weak conflitution, it was
*'

thought that he could not live long ; and Julian, becaufe
" he was only eight years old." But in this, Socrates is

not quite accurate. For Julian was not "
eight," but only

*' five" years old : as he died in the 3ift year of his age, in

that of our Lord 363. But Conftandne died in 337.
PETAU.

Perfian
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Such vio-

lated ! rs, in the hear

and mr late brother Ccriar Gallus, for ib he vras

n allo to tic it h, h

entombed v- l:l\ his ancettors, nar his m-.-"

-..' in-

form- -ivincccl, rhnt fome of t
!

originate^ from 'mifapprehenlion and

mat; tl^e over)'

and -coitipulikin of a tur-buleiu and mu, :

;

Such rcj.x;rK often r c.nent

in a ccvr;iin Cappadocian farm
-\-,

to which no one

was allowed accefs: thbre- we were both l

placed ;

my brother, recalled fp^m- exile; an.:. J, a 1 moil a

child, retiw-red from fchopl. :ild I men-

tion thofe ^y,'yc?.rs ;!;,. in which -we \vere i-c'ucated

in a. kind of foreign ceu:.n-y, r.nd ;K flriclly guard-

ed as if \ve had been in Perfia, no (hanger, nor

-*
I: of Conftnntiiis, Sajw .1 the

Ronv.'.'i . -o?c -Ami-la,

:, fce.
'

f Ammbnv,? (xv. ?.) rel:\re?, tint "
J

i1i;i:i v ;

"
goin

.

" thro-

a firm
/
-.' '-. [*i

Mr. '
. fh-'es this f-vm "

a:i

" ancient
]

'

" the :

" was
" cion:." Tt .v;-,3 at r'..

C:efare;..

5
:

Vol. i r
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any of our friends, being admitted to us ; where,

fecluded from all liberal ftudies, and debarred all

intercourfe with families of rank, we were forced

to affociatc only with our domeftics ? From thence,

by the afiiftance of the Gods, I was at length

happily releafed; but my brother was mod unfortu-

nately inveigled to court. If there was any thing

ruftic and uncivilifed in his deportment *, it was

owing to that mountainous education. He there-

fore who doomed us to it is juftly chargeable with

the blame. Thanks be to the Gods, philofophy

has purified me ; but this bleffing was denied to

my brother. For after he had exchanged the

country for the court, and had been inverted with

the purple, he immediately became an object of

envy; nor did that envy ceafe, till, not contented

with .dripping him of the purple, it had accom-

pliihed his definition. Yet though he might be

* This opinion of Julian concerning his brother is ex-

prefled by Libanius, in his panegyric on the coniulihip of

Julian, p. 234., where he mentions fome letters, in which

he, a private man, admonifhed Gallus, then Ca:far, of his

duty :
"

It his brother had attended to hi letters, we
' fhould now have had two princes. For he who did
" not reign dared to admonifh him who did. But when

he, who might have alleged fomething in his own de-

fence, had been put to death unheard, an inclination

appeared of preferring Ibme charges againit the other,

as if he had killed him ; but that not being practicable,
his life was fpared to be harrafled by fatiguing journeys,
thus fuffering, though innocent, the pumthment due to

guilt." The difpolkion of Gallus is alfo mentioned by
Nazianzen, in his Steliteut. I.

'*

Though of a pallionate
"

temper, he was unaffectedly pious." PETAU.

deemed
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deemed unfit to govern, furely he was not un-

worthy to live. And even allowing the expedience

of depriving him of life, he fhould not have been

denied the nfual privilege of criminals, that of

being heard in his own defence. The law does

not forbid him who has the right of imprifoning

robbers to put them alfo to death ; deprived of

all their honours, and reduced from a princely to a

plebeian rank, it fays, that they lhall be executed

\vithoutatrial. What if he could have produced

the perfons who impeached thefe traitors * ? For

in fame of their letters that were (hewn him,

heaven knows what charges were contained ! Thus,

incenfed by an unbecoming weaknefs, he was raftly

betrayed into paflion. He did nothing, however,

that deferved death
; but, you may fay, that it is

a rule univerfal, both among Greeks and Bar-

bariaus, that he who has received may revenge an

infult. True yet Conftantius revenged it too fc-

verely. Bat he did nothing more than is ufual.

"
It is ufual," he once laid,

" for an enemy, when
"

enraged, to go any lengths." But to gratify an

* See in Ammianus (xiv. i. 7.) a very ample detail of

the cruelties of Gallus. His brother Julian infmimtcs

that a confpiracy hud been formed againit him ; and Zo-

fimus names the perfons engaged in it ; a mioifter of con-

fiderablc rank, and two oblcure agents, who were refolved

to make their fortunes. GIBLO.V.

Julian perhaps here refers to the maflacre at Antioch of

the Imperial minhteis, Domttiaa and Montius, by the com-

mand of Gallus.

F 2 eunuch,
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eunuch :-

a his chair.bcrisin.
,-[-,

and rJib iis maftc-r-

cook, Confhintius facnikal to his in'

enemies
;[, hi?,coui>gerrnan, thcCniar, tl..

band of bis filler
, the father of his niece, \vhofe

*
F.

'

niled the monarch and the palace with

ch :. . .hat Comtaftmis, aceprchVig to the

f Af:;\orrhrc'i:nnch,v.-hcT, in the li'.nguage oft fir. t n-

fryled rhe/i-;:'{<& /;. or prxfe(fr,.<>l" the iacred ;

His duty \vae to .attend the Fmp.ivr in his li.

'or in thole of n.rfemcnt, arid to perrorrri about his ptrfon
all thoK ii. t

-

derive their 'ijik-n-

dur iroaj ihe i:ulutr.cc
le^

a prince \vho

dcferved to ; . e nv.iy

call him) w^s^ftrt vAcM rtntHAimb!- .m art'-

iVt domett ic, : :^rcied

confidence, le iv/mc! that

aicendant \vHch Fiarili \vifdoni aiul uncomplying vir;

ieldom obtain.
'

tt-
:

J.

I The I'lnpcrr.-r vo.s ei'.ii;.- cc;nvi;:ccd that his c\vn fafety

\vas incompatible \vi;h ..ntence

of death \vas lirned, .diipat-_' -d the

nephew of Conftantine,' \\ kh- his'hr.nds tied behind Us

back, was beheaded in priibn, like the vileil malefv:ior.

Hid,

This event happened
" near Pola in Iftria," favs Am-

mianus,
" whei'e Crilru?, the ion of Conllan ;

"
merly killed." Near ri: :if?:i.',

or Fiavonn, in Dalmatia,

(not far from Pola)- fay Socrates and Sozcmen.

Callus had nian-ied Co; ; ! her Conftr.nrina],

the daughte;
(

1 liflcr of Crnft::ntiiis.

Julian mentions hi- having a daughter by her ; and alib

that Conftantius had before married the Hler of Crallus.

Th.fe two circumilances, related, as far as I knru-, ! )V him
on 1

;,-,
v\tre before unknown. The firft of theie is deduced

from this paftage a little corre-ftcci. For a^i?Jpiljjj (" niece")
mould evidently have been written, i::

C" iiepiicw.")
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filter he himfcif had. married, and who was con-

necled to him by fo many domeftic ties. Me, not

without difficulty, he difinilTed, after removing me

to various places, and keeping me in confinement,

ft-vcn months. And if fome God, to infure my

fafety, had not ingratiated me with his beautiful

and excellent wife, Eufebia *, I cou!d not have

efcaped his rcfentment. Though the Gods will

at tell that my brother, when he purfued thofe

meafures, was never feen by me, even in a dream;

for neither was I with him, nor
'

did I viiit him,

nor was I in his neighbourhood. And when

(" nephew.") Callus had the fame father as Julian ; his

mother uas Guila, the filler of Rufinus and Cerealis, whom
the ConfuKhip, fiys Amir.i-.inus

(1. xiv.) hnd'eunobled. Con-

ftantius fccjms to have married the daughter of this Galla

before Kuiebia, and I know not whether it was fiie with

whom Conilantius ce'.ebcated his nuptials in the life-time,

and by the 'management, of his father, as related by

is, in his J.ite of Confr.mtinc. That Conilantius

hid more wives, is aih'rmcd by Ammianus. And Victor

fays, in his Epuome,
" or his wives, of whom he had

"
many, he loved Eufebia molt." Eui'ebu is generally men-

tioned as the flrft; and Fauftina [or Faufta] as the fecond

and hur, by whom he had a poithumous daughter, C'on-

i":.:r:ti-, who v, as married to the Emperor Gratian. PETA-J.
- A woman of beauty .-.:id merit, who, by the afcen-

ilant flie had gained over the mind of her huformd, counter-

balanced, in fume meai'ure, the j-o-.verful confpiracy of the

cunachs. She -.vas a native of Theffalonica in Macedonia,

.of a noble familv, and the daughter, as well as litter, of

'Confuls. Her marriage with the Emperor may be placed

in the year 352. In a divided age, the hiftorians of all

panic? L:;;iee in her praifes. GIEBON-.
:

'j bn;na>ta, is her panegyric by Ammi-
anvis "

Ii. !ted ilutioa not inhuman," gives an

i-L. ia Englifh.

F 3
I wrote
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I wrote to him, which was feldom, my letters were

fliort. 1 therefore gladly took refuge in the houfe

of my mother. For as to the eftate of my father,

of none of his pofleflions had I the leaft ihare, no

land, nor a houfe, not a flave, the worthy Con-

ftantius having feized ail my paternal inheritance,

without giving me the mereft trifle. Having de-

fpoilcd Galius of the effe&s of his mother, he

gave him a few of his father's.

Moll part, at lead, if not the whole, of his

behaviour to me, befcie he conferred on me that

mod refpectable name *, but in facl impofed

on me a fevere and laborious flavery, you (hall

now hear. Having thus with great difficulty, and

beyond my expectation, efcaped, and being hap**

pily flickered under the roof of my mother, a

fycophant, from the neighbourhood of Sirmium
-j~,

faliely reported, th;u new commotions might be ex*.

pedted there. You have heard, no doubt, of

Africanus and Marinus ; nor can the name of

Felix have efcaped you, and what was their fate {,

As
* Of C*far.

f The capital of Illyricum, at prefcpt Sirmifch or Sir-

mick, a fmali town, almoft ruined, in the Lower Hungary.
LA BLLTEKIE.

J Ammianiis (xv. 3.) mentions a drunken and treasonable

entertainment at Sirn;ium, given by Africanus, governor of

the iecond Pannonia (A. T). 354), in confequence of which,
on the irjformation of Gaudcntiiis, the lycophant here

meant, all the company \vere arreftcd. Marinus, a tribune,

and the principal delinquent, ftabbed himlelf in a tavern,

pn the road, at Aquileia. And the reft were put to the tor-

Hire at Milan, and afterwards imprifoned. This, doubt-

left,
is the incident to which Julian alludes. A perfon

narae^
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As foon as Conftantius received this intelligence,

and had alfo been allured by Dynaraius, another

informer from the Gauls, that Sylvanus
* would

foon revolt againft him ; alarmed and terrified

he fent for me, and after ordering me to retire for

a (hart time into Greece, he fuddenly recalled

me. He had never feen me before, except once

in Cappadocia, and once in Italy, at the earneft

intreaty of Eufebia, that I might be afTured of

fafety. Yet I was fix months in the fame

city f with him, and he promifed to fee me again.

But that heaven- detcfted eunuch J, his trufty

chamberlain, was ignorantly and undefignedly my
friend, by preventing my frequent accefs. Con-

ftantius himfelf perhaps might not wi(h to fee me ;

nevcrthelefs, all my misfortunes were owing to

that favourite, as he was apprehenfive, that, i>' we

named Felix was made matter of the offices by Conftantius,
b\\t rejected by Julian. And there was another who wag

Count of the facred largefles. But probably this Felix

was one of the riotous company abovementioned.
* For an account of this revolt fee a note in the fuc-

ceeding page.
Offot aww ra NttXB> x iv avru rcV/xox ana^avfttrSai. This I

cannot underiland. What follows is related more at large

by Ammianus and Zofimus, See alib Orat. 111. " on Eu-
"Icbia." PEIAT.

Thefe words may be thus corrected : O< ti-rtt T& E^avov

*VTV ToXiut&v a.vo.00.*noba.i. Zofimus mentions the lame D>na-
mius at the end of 1. ii. But he is miftaken in afcribing to

him the death of Callus Cxlar ; as Dynamms calumniated

Sylvanus, not Galkis. VALOIS.
This corredtion is adopted by the tranflator,

f Alediolanum, or Milan.

J Eniebius above-mentioned, whom Julian, when he wa*

Emperor, put to death.

F 4
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fliould be acquainted, a frienclftiip -might cnfne ;

and if my :fideliry. h;i proved,. I might have
:

nvefixd with foirie place of trull.

fooh us I returned from Greece, the bi

5 eunuchs, of her houfhold, (hewed

me ir.anv acts bj - .\nd fcon after, on his

arrival, after tenninatiijtr the war with Sylvanus *, I

,* In the iummer which preceded tiie elevation.of Julian

(Sept.
. : : -hoicn to de-

liver Gaul from the tyranny of the Barbarians ;
but Syl-

vnnus loon (jilcovcrcd that he had left his molt dangerous
enemies in the irr.pei: . A dexterous in:

countenanced by several of rhe principal mhiifters, pro-
cured from him lome recomn. -rers

;
r.nd ca

t!;e wl. '..gnature, filled up
the v of high and irea-

fonable hiiport. Y'-y
the indntlrv and courage of his friends,

the fraud -xva-j r howev : . . ; coun-

cil of rhe civil and milr , iicld in the pretence of

the Fmperor himlelf, the innocence of Sylvanus \ras pu"b-

lickly acknowledged. But the difcovery came too late ;

the report of the cal.umqy, and the hafty feizure of his

eitate, h-id already provoked the. iuuignant chief to the. re-

bellion of which he T.vas fo xinUmly aecufed. He aiiumed

the purple at his head- Cologne ; and hi.

po\vers appeared to nu -

\vith an invaficui, and

Milan with a fiege. In this emcrc;encv, . a ge-
neral of equal a:ank, icg-iiucti, by. an act of trench.-

favour which he had 1-.)U by L jrvices inti:.

Exafpcr ited, as ! :rie? cf

a fimilar nature, he haftened. iollo'.v^r?, to join

the ilandaid, and to '

icncc, of his too

credulous fr, ; .vc;itv-eig'.n days,

Sylvanus was afialllnarcd. The 1' .!.H :r.=
, v/ho, without -any

criminal intention, had blindly follo'.vcc] the example cf

rluir leader, iinriii :rned to rheir allegiance ; and
the flatterers of Conilantiv.s celebrated the wiidorn and fe-

licity of the mon.urh who hr.cl exting'iimed a civil \var

Without tl: . . a battle. Cii;<BO.NT .

was
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was. allowed to go to court, induced by what is

called a ThefTaiiati perfuafion upon force *. For

on ray refolutcly declining all intercourfe wirivthe

.palace, the courtiets convening,- as if theyhm:

in a barber's -{hop, {haved my chin, and throw-

ing .over me a military mantle, transformed me,

as they -thoughr, into a very ridiculous foldier.

For none of- the Sr.ical ornaments of thofc wretches

were fuitable to my tafte. I walked about there-

fore, not like them, flaring on every fide, and

with a haughty gait, but poring on rhe ground, as

I had been taugU by my preceptor -(-.
This v

at fnfl trie fubjeft of their laughter, but foon nfccr

of their, fufpicion, which at length gave place to

envy. But I mud not omit, that I refided among

them, and that 1 did not difdain even to lodge

* This proverb, <?:TT:>.IX; zftxtutyxy, is alio quoted by

Julian, in his ilrtt Oration, and by Eunapius. ]>ut,.r.s to

its origin, the collectors of proverbs are iiient. \
}

i

Spiuthcim U!j)noic3 it to originate from the iir.po,

perfidy, and magic of the Thelulians, which were a!'

vcr'oial. Our Engliih proverb, which is not unlike ii,

" -- "
force," lias an addition, which may perhaps

'r.fford a clue;
"

is i medicine lor a mad horle ;" the in-

.:s of Tlv^iV.illy being anciently famous fur their

.,27*j is applied by Cicor:^

a^'^tdc. ix. 15.

-f-
. ilardonlus, an eimnch, mentioned afterwards

'

mctc

ii'ly in the Miibpogon.

Julian himicli, rcla:cs, with ibme humour, the circum-

.

ftanccs pi" iiis. own metamorphofis, his down-call look-, ar:d

his perplexity at being thus iuddenly tranfported into a ne\7

world, where every -obje^ appeared ftrange and hu,.
f GIBBON.

with



EPISTLE TO THE ATHENIANS.

with thofe whom I knew to have been the affaffins

of all my relations, and whom I had reafon to

fufpeft of meditating alfo my deftru&ion. What

floods of tears I fhed *, and what lamentations I

uttered, when, extending my hands towards your

citadel f, I intreated and implored Minerva to

proteft her fervant, and not to deliver him up

to his enemies, many of you, who were prefect,

can atteft ; and, above all, the Goddefs herfelf

knows, that I petitioned death of her at Athens in

preference to that journey. That the Goddefs did

not abandon me, nor deliver me up, the. event has

(hewn. On the contrary, {he has every where

been my guide, and was conftamly with me,

* Libanius, in his panegyrical Oration on the confulfhip
f Julian, p. 235, has taken this, and fome other pafiages,

almoft in the fame words, from this Epiftle. PETAU.

f-
This was the temple of Minerva at Athens. The

Emperor afligned Athens for the place of his honorable

exile, which is implied in what Julian fays above of his

" fliort retirement into Greece." He was fent thither in

3May, 355, and there "
fpent fix months amidft the

'

groves of the Academy (as Mr. Gibbon exprefies it)
< far from the tumult of arms, and the treachery of
* courts, in a free intercourfe with the philofophers of

*' the age, who ftudied to cultivate the genius, to en,
'
courage the vanity, and to inflame the devotion of their

royal pupil. Gregory Nazianzen was his fellow -ftudent ;

and the fymptoms, which he fo tragically defcribes, of
" the future wickednefs of the apoftate, amount only to

* fome bodily imperfections, and to fome peculiarities in
' his fpeech and manner. He protefts, however, that
* he then forefaw and foretold the calamities of the

church and ftatc." St. Bafil was another of his fellow-

fludents.

borrowing
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borrowing guardian-angels
* from the Sun and

Moon f.

What follows may be alfo worth relating. On '

my return to Milan, where I refided in one of the

fuburbs, Eufebia frequently fent me friendly mef-

fages, and urged me to write to her, on any fub-

jeft, with the utmoil: confidence. This induced me
to compofe this letter, or rather petition, with an

adj'.iration :
" So may you have children and heirs,

"
fo may God blcfs you with both, as you feud

" me home J immediately !" After this, I was

qpprehcnfive of not being able to convey it fefcly

*
Julian did not yield till the Gods had fignified their

will by repeated viiions and omens. His piety then forbade

him to re lift. GIBBON.

He here declares himfclf a P.igan, which may ierve to

correct the hafty affertion of Amrnianns, who fuppofes

Constantinople to have been tlie place where he firfr dif-

covered it. Ibid.

f Julian, h.owever, feems to have " borrowed" thefc

angels
from the Chriilian Scriptures, with which he was well

acquainted.
On the angels or" the :>un he dcicants at large

in his ivth Oration aJS^c-i Ri^fm^ and they are aiib men-,

tioned by lambiichus, in his Life of I'ythr.goras, and by
Vroclus on the ad book of Hcfiod.

j So he ftyles Afia Minor, \vhere he hat! been educated.

Julian animated his army, not only by prelents, but

by conftintly fwearing by the importance of the enterprise

in which they were engaged.
" So may \ve fubduc the

* Perfians !" u So may we repair the (battered Roman
' world!" As Trajan i? reported frequently to have con-

firmed what he faid byfwearing,
<l So may I fee Dacia re-

*' duced to a province 1" " So may I mailer the Daaube

and Euphrates \rith bridges !" and the like.

AMMIANUS.

intt
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into the palace. And therefore I befought the

Gods to inform me by night whether I fhould fend

it to the Emprefs, or not. They threatened me, if

I fent it, with the mo ft ignominious death. I

appeal
to all the Gods for the truth of what I

aitert. In obedience to them, I fnppreffed it. But

from that night I imbibed an idea which it may
not 'be improper to mention. "

Now," faid I. to

myfelf,
"

I undertake to oppofe the Gods, and

*'
imagine that I can judge for myfelf better than

"
they who know all things. Human wlfdom,

**

confining
'

its view to the prefent, may think

" that it judges well, when, in fome inftances,

** which rarely happen, it commits no miftake.

*' But no one deliberates on events that will hap-
"

pen three hundred years hence, as that is im-

"
poflible, or on occurrences that are long pail:,

" that being needlefs; but only concerning objects
'* that are preftnt, and of which the beginnings
" and feeds, as it were, now ex'ift. But the xvii-

** dom of the Gods, obferving the molt tiiftant

**
events, or ratiier all things, always direcls what

"
is right, and does what is beft. As they are no

"
lefs the caufe of the prefent than of the future,

" mud they not neceflarilv be acquainted with the

"
prefent ?" Thus far then the la ft advice feemed

to me much the mod prudent ; and viewing it in

the light of juftice, I added,
" Vvould you not be

"
provoked at being defrauded of any part of your

"
property, or, on your requiring its attendance,

"if
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". if any one of your ..domeflic. animals * Ihould

"
abfcpnd ? And will you, who pretend to be a,

"
man, and that net of the common, vulgar herd,

" but of the rational and .temperate, defraud the
" Gods* of your fer.vice, and, not furfe? them to dif-

"
pofe of you. as they pleafe-? Beware left you. act

"
not only foolifhly, but contemptuoufly. with re-

"
gard tp.the divine laws. What occaijcm is here

41
for fortitude: The pretence is ridiculous,- Will

"
you .then condcfccnd to cringe and flatter,, ia

" order .to prefcrvc your li% in/lead of removing
"

every obdacle, and allowing the- Gods to a<ft as

"
.they pleafe,; dividing your foljckude for yourfelf

" with them f , as was the wifh of Socraies ; com-
"

mitting every thing to them, :poflefiing and
'

ufurping nothiiig, but caeariully accepting
" whatever they beftow ?

;>

Tiiinking this advice

moft fafe and prudent, as it w^as fuggefled by the

Cods (for by avoiding prefcnt evils to expofe rnyfelf

to future dangers feemed the utmoit ralhnefs-), 1

defifled and obeyed. Immediately I was honoured

with the title, and inverted with the robe J, of

C^far.

* In the original, y.x ITTTC-,-, xzv arpptloV, KZV

"
horie, a flieep, or a heil'^r.")

f A,\o;xi5 irgo; at'if; [r": 0stf,-] TJJJ t<xi-j.t>>Sia.i rr.t tsc: TH

Tiiis Iangiii2c J-jli-:i perhaps rather learned from ChriiV

tianity : HZ.TXV T>;V p-s^i^i-at v^w mi^ \-xvrtc en' Kvrot
['.

.

:

.

a. r. A. Cafting,Ql[.yaur care upon him, &c. i Peter, v. 7.

J Aumiianus, xv. g.
"

i;; \-ing this, he thus accofts Julian^
" foon after he liad been arrayed with the purple, and de-
<; clared C.vfar, to the great joy of the anr:y, but
" what dejected, a;:d v.-ith his brow coatrafted." He means

there
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Ccefar. Of this flavery was the confequcnce, ancf

every day, how great, O Hercules, was my sp-

prelvenfion, how imminent my danger ! Barred gates,

guards, fervants fearched, left they fhould convey

letters from my friends, and a flrange hotlfhold ! I

was with difficulty allowed to bring with me to court,

as my perfonal attendants, four domeflics, two of

whom were boys ; and of the two others one only,

my librarian *, from confcientious motives, was pri-

vately, to the utmoft of his power, my affiftant.

The other, who of my many friends and com-

panions alone was faithful, was my phyhcian y.

Not bcino known to be alfo my friend, he was

therefore the purple which was common both to the Cxfar
and t.heAuguiuis. PETAU.

After the inveltirure of the Coefar had been performed,
the -two princes returned to the palace in the lame chariot ;

and during the flo\v prcceffion, Julian repeated to himlclf

a verie cf his favourite Homer, which he might equally

apply to his fortune and to his fears :

Z;7.a: rojCtjH; 6>olor, y.ai
p-oi^a x.jKiaeoi. U. v. 85.---- the purple hand of death

C'oi'd his dim eyes, and fate fupprelVd his breath.

POI'E, IOS.

The word "
purple," which Homer had ufed as a vague

but common epithet for death, was applied by Julian to

exprefs, very aptly, the nature and object of his own appre-
hcnfions. GIBUOX.

* Eucrnerus. He xvas employed in the care of a va-

luable colkftion of books, the gift of the F.mprefs, who.

ftudied the inclinations, as well as the intereft, of her friend.

Ibui.

f Oribafius. See the firft note on Epiftle XVIT. which
is addrcllcd to him in confidence. The elogium of " fin^
*'

gular fidelity" is applied by the Latin tranilator to the
librarian. The original, 1 think, warrants my applying
ir, as is more probable, to the phylician.

my
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my fellow-traveller. Such were my fears and ap-

prehenfions, that the vifits which were offered me

by many of my f;iends, whom I much wifhed to

lee, I chofe to decline, left I (hould involve them

in my misfortunes *. But this, though connected

with my fubjeft, is rather foreign to it.

With three hundred and fixty foldiers Conftan-

tius fent me into Gaul, which was then in confufion,

in the middle of winter +, not fo much to command

his armies there, as to be fubordinate to his

generals. For they had exprefs orders to be as

much on their guard againft me as againft the

enemy, left I {hould attempt any innovations.

Every thing being thus fettled, about the fummer

folftice J he allowed me to join the army, bearing

his

* Julian reprefents, in the moil pathetic terms, the dif-

trefs of his new fituation. The provifion of his table was,

however, fo elegant and fumptuous, that the young phi-

lofopher reje&ed it with difdain. Amm. xvi. 5. GIBBON.

f Libanius, in his panegyric on the confulihip of Julian,

fays the fame, viz. that "
lefs than four hundred foldiers

*' were given him, in the depth of winter;" and what fol-

lows he has tranfcribed, as has before been obferved, from

this Epiftle. Ammianus (xv. 8.) fays, that "
Julian was

" declared Czfar on the 6th of November [355]; foon after

" Hciena was given him in marriage; and on De-
' cember i, he fet out for Gaul." Mareellus ami Salluil

were fent with him, and to them all the management of

the province and of the war was entrurted, left Julian

fhould attempt any innovations. PKTAU.

1 1 cannot agree with the learned [Latin] tranflator, who,
for ** fummer," affirms we fliould read " winter folftice."

For this p.UThge is net to be urxlerftood of that year, towards

the end of which Julian was fent into the Gauls ; but of

the fubicouent year, when he 'entered on his firit confulfliip

with
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his robe and image. For he haJ both faid and

written, that "he did not mean to. give the Gauls

"
;-i Icing, but one who (hauld exhibit. to jthem his

<n
t

i rrrs # and image."

,ie fir ft campaign, as you have he&rd, having

been iil-condu>: :.a no LIU v.uya^. gained, at

mv rcmrn ,imo vainer-quarters, I.TYLIS expofetf to

ihtu'tinuft danger* For I had not- the pow-er of

affembli-ng the troops ;/this \vav.entrafted,,to ano-

ther, -and a few only were quartered:5vith'jB?. My
niiiitenee being requeued by the. .neighbouring

tbv/ns, after fending rthcm moft- ctf-jriiy forces,' J

had

Conf-nthis ;
which was the

;

the imrimer Iblltice ihc Gallic fo^dierj

'

u:'
! -nt on

,/ctlitrons. VAI.OIS.
* Z-s.wx not O^IA. (^ carriage") the common reading.

Ilnd.

\ Julian v,-as mader Ca-fiir in the confulfliip of Arbetip

and Loilii'n, A. D. ^^. .'I'lv.vari.ls )l that year,

[as above mentioned], he \vas ien't iuto Ciaul, and v, intered

. v.-h-.-re he entered on-, his. firft coni'uiihip, with

ins (the 8th time) Tor his coMcgne, at the be-

of iiis

(i.-Jlic- government. Thii c;im;

was unfuccelsrul, and that no advimtu^s vr'are gained. But

it" \w reffer to Ammianus,-\ve fiiall fin'd. that lei's indeed tlian

accorded with the inclination and impct'iofity of j-.-Jiir.,

.-, nevcrthek'fs, \vas done a-irnnit r'le BatbariaBff.

V.'hilc he was at Vicnn,-. hearing that, the Germans were

making incurlions in order t I >ul, and had

with difficulty been repuhcd at ." MI [Autun] he

determined to pnrlue them. / ;>d c'iiper-

iing them, he recovered Colcnia A ,vs].

1 he fo terrified the kings of the Franks., that he com-

pelled
them to make peace.

'<
Reioicing" (adds Ammi-

anus)
" at thefe lirft fruits of conqueit, he went into

*'
vvintcr-qxiartct's at Treves, a then convenient town of

5 the
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hail fcarce any left *. So affairs were circum-

flanced. But the general in chief f, having in-

" the Senones." I fufpec~l therefore that Julian wrote

[ovj xwxwj <?;, u$ ax.r,*oxlt, [" not] ill cond lifted, as you have
" heard ;") and, foon after. ^a^OivTo,- [TUO P-] 3-7r3w, (" and
"

[fome] advantage gained.") But wintering at Sens, with

a few foldiers, the enemy afiembled on a iudden, and be-

fieged the town
;

and Marcellus, mafter-general of the

cavalry, who commanded in the next cantonment, neglected
and refufed"to affilt him. Yet in twenty clays the Barba-

rians raifed the liege, and retired. This we colled from

Ammianus xvi. 4. PETAU.
Ammianus appears much better fatisfied with the fuccefs

of this fir ft campaign than Julian himfelf ; who very frankly
owns that he did nothing of confequence, and that he fled

before the enemy. GIBBON.

* In the original, ai/?o$ a-sXf Srj> /AWS,
**

I was left

* alone."

-j-
As foon as Conftantins heard how perfidioufly Mar-

cellus had afted at Sens,
*'

abfolving him from his military
" oath" (thefe are the words of Ammianus),

" he ordered
" him to retire to his own houfe ; and he, as if he had been
"

grievoufly injured, plotted ibmething againil Julian,
41

trulting that the ears of Auguftus would be open to every
*'

charge." But the eunuch Emherins, the moft faithful pra>-

fedl of his chamber, being dilpatehed by Julian, refuted this

calumny. This Marcellus was a native of Serdka, \vliither,

when he was difplaced, he retired. So fays Ammir.nus, as I

have correfted him. The common reading is neither pcri'eft,

nor conveys that lenfe. For, af'er a long digreffion, arifjng

from the eunuch Eutherius, en the wirkednefs of the

eunuchs, Ammianus, returning to Marcellus, expreiies
himfelf thus : NUHC rcJeam unJe diverti. Superato, nt */:.v/,

]\Iiirccllo, everfaque Serdica, unae arUbutur
t &c. Rend rcvtr-

foque Scrcticam. PETAU.
The fon of this Marctllus afpiring to the empire w;'S

put to death by Julian in 361. Libanius fpeaks m:'.

more advantageoufly of the military talents of Ivlircelivj.

And Julian intimates [above] that he would not ib e.ifily

have bten recalled, unlefs he had g;ven other rer.ibns of

cffence to the court. GIBBON.

VOL. I. G currcd
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curred the difpleafure of the Emperor, was fuper-

feded and difmifled, for inability ; and, becaufe I

had afted with clemency and moderation, my
talents and abilities were not deemed equal to the

command. For I thought it by no means right to

druggie with my yoke, or officioufly to affume the

general *, by obtruding my advice, unlefs when

I faw fomething hazardous attempted, that I thought

ftiould have been omitted, or negledted, that fhoukl

have been done. But having more than once re-

ceived fome [infjproper f treatment, I determined

for the future to be filent, and contented myfelf

with the pageafntry of the robe and image. For to

that I thought I had a right.

Conftantius imagining that the Gallic affairs

would foon wear a better afpeft, not indeed that the

alteration would be fo great, gave me the command

of the armies in the beginning of fpring. As

foon

(" properly") in the original. QV (" not")
feems neceffary to be prefixed, implying, that he after-

wards \vas quiet, becaufe he had once or twice been

treated ill. PETAU.

J When Julian was appointed general, and what waj
the nature of his commilfion, deferves enquiry. He him-

felf fays, that it happened after Marcellus was oifm-ifled,

and fent to Serdica. But he alfo mentions, that, after he

obtained this command, he rebuilt Colonia Agrippina

(Cologne) and another town, Taberna?, with foine other

towns of Gaul, to the number of forty-five, recovered

from the Barbarians. Very different is the account given

by Ammianus. For he affirms, that Julian recovered Co-
ionia before the end of the firft year of his being in Gaul,
that is, in the confulihip of Confhntius (the 8th time) and

Julian,
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foon as the corn was ripe, I took the field, many
of the Germans dwelling fecurely near the towns

that they had deftroyed in the Gauls. There were

forty
-

Julian, of our Lord 356, before Marcellus was com-

miffioned by Conftantius-, which happened towards the end

of the fame, or the commencement of the enfuing, year.
Marcellus was fucceeded by Severus, a man well vtrfed in

the art of war, good-natured, and unaffuming ; at the ac-

quifition of whom Julian expr^fTed much pleafure, and

declared " that he would obey his able directions," (fays

Ammianus)
" as a foldier (hould an [obliging] leader."

The &nfe requires morigerus. Earbatio alfo was lent with

him, who was to attack the Barbarians in another quarter
with twenty-five thoufand men. He was matter-general of

the foot, and Severus of the horfe, as Ammianus informs

us, 1. xvi. But if we compare the words of Julian with

the hittory of Ammianus, we fhall find, that the command
of the army was given him in the fecond year of his being'
in the Gauls, viz. A. D. 357, when he engaged the Ale*

manni and king Cnodomnr," after the corn was ripe." For

in that year he afted as general, at leaft, of that army
which Severus had commanded. And fo far was Barba-

tio, who commanded the other, from obeying him, that

he neglected and refufed to afiift him, when- he was in

danger.' Therefore his frying,
" he gave me the command

" of" the armies," I'do'not think true of them all. Nor
{houldit be omitted, that, even in the firrt year, when Mar-
cellus was ftill in Gaul, the Ca_-far Julian was not fo ob-

noxious to the generals as not to be entrufted with fome

command. For Ammianus relates (xvi.) that, in that

year, which was 356 of Chriil, when Julian went to Rheims,
" he ordered the army to be collected in one body," in

order to difguife his force ;

" which army was then com-
" manded by Marcellus, the fucceffor of Urficinus ;" and

alfo that Urficinus himfelf was ordered to wait in the fame

place the event of that expedition. But though he had
the title of governing the province, and managing the war,

yet the matters-general of the forces, as Conttantius had

ordered, did not implicitly obey him, but in general, were

refractory. Add, that Julian here oracorically deprefles

G a his
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forty-five fuch towns that were difraantled *, be-

ficles villages and fmaller fortifications. The Bar-

barians then poffefTed all the territory on this fide

of the Rhine, from its fources to the ocean. Thofe

who were the neareft to us were three hundred

ftadia
"f-

diflant from its banks. A diftrift thrice

as extenfive was left a defert by their devaluations,

where the Gauls could not pafture their cattle.

Some towns were alfo deferted by their inhabitants,

though the Barbarians had not yet approached

them. Finding Gaul thus diftreffed, I recovered

the city of Agrippina [Cologne] on the Rhine,

which had been taken about ten months before,

and alfo the neighbouring caftle of Arg-entoratum

[Strafburgh] near the foot of Vofegus } ; and we

his fituation below the truth, as if he had then no other

employment than carrying about the Imperial image.
Zofimus lays, (1. in.) that " Conflantius permitted Julian," at his departure, to regulate the Gauls as he fliould
*' think expedient." This Conftantius leems to have done

openly; but privately he ordered his prsefefts to watch

all his words and a&ions, and fometimes to obey perverfely.
See the Oration of Libanius on the confulfhip of Julian.

PETAU.
* Zofimus (1. in.) fays, that "

forty towns in Gaul,
l{ which the Barbarians had deftroycd, were rebuilt by

'

Julian." And he alfo mentions, how much they had over-

run Gaul. Libanius enumerates as many as Julian, ta!;ing
all that hiitory from this Epiftle. Ibid.

\ Near forty miles.

i One of the principal mountains in Gaul, now Mount
Vauge, which feparates Burgundy from Lonain, and alfo

divides Lorrain from Alface, ftretching towards the north.

It gives rife to the rivers Made, Mofelle, and Sar.

CLUVIER.

7 fought
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fought not inglorioufly *. Of this battle, no

doubt, you have heard -f . The Gods then giving

me the captive king of the enemy J,
I did not

envy Conftantius the glory of the action. Though
I was not allowed to triumph, I had it in my
power to have flain my enemy, nor could I have

been prevented leading him through Gaul, ex-

pofing him in the towns, and thus infulting the

misfortunes of Cnodomar. None of thefe meafures,

however, I approved, but immediately fent him to

Conftantius, who was then juft returned from the

Quadian and Sarmatian war . While I was fight-

ing, he was travelling alone, and holding an ami-

* Ki imofxiKr*pw a*' atXiw?. The very words of Horace,
on a different and lefs glorious warfare, 1. in. ode 2b

t

Et militavi nan fine glor'u .

f Julian himfelf fpeaks of the battle of Strafburgh with

the modeliy of confcious merit. Zcfimus compares it with

the victory of Alexander over Darius ; and yet we are at a

lofs to difcover any of thofe ftrokes of military genius which

fix the attention of ages on the conduct and iuccels of a

{ingle day. GIBEON,

\ Meaning Cnodomar, who, in his flight, falling from

his horfe into a morafs, and being taken prifoner, was fent

to Conftantius. SeeAmmianus (l.xvi. 12.)
" Sixthoufand

of the Germans,"' he fays,
" were killed in this battle,

"
befides thofe that were drowned, and only two hundred

'' and forty-three of the Romans." PETAU.

The events of this war are related by Ammianupt

(xvi. 10. xvii. ii, 13. xix. I'T.) The Quad:, a fierce

and powerful nation, were reduced to fue for peace; and the

Savmatian exiles, who had been expelled from the country

by the rebellion of their flaves, were reinihted. Con-

ilantius, after this fuccefs, received the name of S.u-

maticus. GIECON.

G 3 cubic
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cable intercourse with the nations that border on

the Danube. Yet not I, but he, triumphed *.

Another year Succeeded, and a third, in which

all the Barbarians were driven out of Gaul,

mod of the towns were rebuilt, and many loaded

veffels arrived from Britain. Having collefted a

fleet of fix hundred (hips -f-, four hundred of

which I had caufed to be built in lefs than ten

months, I brought them all into the Pvhine ; no

eafy tafk, c^n account of the irruptions and neigh'

bourhood of the Barbarians. This had feemed fo

*
Conftantius, though he was forty days journey diflant,

arrogated to himfelf the glory of this vidory, defcribing

the battle, as if he had been prefent, in letters crowned with

laurel, which he fent to the provinces, and never mentioning
the name of Julian. AMMIANUS.

f Zofimus reckons eight hundred, which, he fays, were
built of materials found on the banks of the Rhine

;
that

they might fail to Britain, and bring back corn and pro-
vifions to fupply the garrifons. I know not that Ammi-
anus mentions fo many mips being built. He fays, indeed,
in his xvmth book, that Julian fortified the towns that

had been deftroyed by the Barbarians, and built granaries
in the room of thofe which were burnt, where the provi-
fions accullomed to be brought from Britain might be

lodged PETAU.
If we compute the fix hundred corn-fliips at only

{event}" terns each, they were capable of exporting a hun-
dred and twenty thousand quarters (fee Arbuthnot's
*'

Weights and Meafures") ;
and the country, which could

bear fo large an exportation, muft already have attained an

improved ftate of agriculture. Theie barks were framed in

the forert of the Ardennes. GIBBON.,
Some of theic veffels, as appears from Ammianus, muft

have been freighted >vith provifions, as well as with corn,
which would reduce the quantity of the latter.

imprac-
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impracticable to Florentius *, that he had agreed

to give two thoufand pounds weight of lilver f to

permit a free paflage. Conftantius, on being in-

formed of this (for they correfponded concerning

this propofed prefent), exprefsly ordered me to

agree to it, unlefs I thought it abfolutely difgrace-

ful. But how could I poffibly think otherwife,

when it feemed fo to Conftantius himfelf, though
he was always very obfequious to the Barbarians ?

No payment therefore was made
;
but marching

againfl them, the Gods being prefent and prcK

pidous, I furprifed part of the Salians j, I reduced

the Chamavians J, and took great numbers of

cattle,

* Prsetorian Praefect of Gaul, an effeminate tyrant, a

crafty and corrupt ftatefman, incapable of pity or re-

morfe. GIBBON.

f Five aurei (fomewhat more than eleven ihillings each)

-were the legal tender for a pound of filver. GREAVES.

Confequently two thoufand pounds of filver would

amount to 5500!. fterling.

J Ammianus (xvii. 8.) relates, that, in the year when
Datinnus and Cerealis were confuls, Julian undertook an

expedition againil the Salian Franks, who had formerly
fettled near Toxandiia (from the neighbourhood of

Tongres to the conflux of the Vahal and the Rhine] whom,
terrified at his fudden approach, he forced to furrender.

Afterwards, he fubdued the Chamavians [a people near

Munfter]. Treating the Salians with lenity, he marched

againft the Quadi, whom, on account of their notorious

robberies, he juitly deftroyed. And then happened that

remarkable flory of the king of the Chamavians, which is

related by Eunapiui, and more briefly by Zofimus. PETAU.
See it alfo in the Abbe de la Bleterie's Vie He Julien t

p. 8a 4. and in Mr. Gibbon's Roman Hiftory, II. p.

171.
G 4 This
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cattle, with many women and children. This ir-

ruption fo much alarmed the Barbarians, that

hoflages were immediately fent me, and the free

importation of corn was iecured.

To relate every circumftance would be tedious.

In fliort, thrice, while I Was Caefar *, I pafied the

. This difference of treatment confirms the opinion, that

the Salian Franks were permitted to retain the fettlements

in Toxandria. GIBBON.

It is pretended, that the name of Toxandria is fcill pre-

{erved in a village, in the territory of Liege, called Tef-

fender-loo. LA BLETERIE,

* In the years 356, 558, and 359. Ammianus treats elo-

quently of the two latter. The firfl he does not mention ;

but it may be inferred from what he fays in his xvith

book, where, relating the actions of the year 357, he fays,

that what chiefly induced Julian to give battle to the

Germans and Cnodomar was, that " in the year juft

ended, the Romans making large incurfions beyond the

Rhine, no one appeared in defence of his own home,
nor ftood his ground; but the Barbarians, removing to

r. diiinnce, fv.bfifted with difficulty, blockading all the

roads with trunks of trees, during the inclemency of

winter." Which words mean, that Julian made war on

the Germans beyond the Rhine in the year above-men-

tioned, and therefore at the approach of winter. And
this happened at the time when he recovered Agrippina

[Cologne]. PETAU.
It was not enough for Julian to have delivered the pro-

vinces of Gaul from the Barbarians of Germany. He af-

pired to emulate the glory of the firft and moft illuftrious

of the Emperors ; after whofe example, he compofed his

own Commentaries of the Gallic war. Caiar has related,
with conlcious pride, the manner in which he twice patted
the Rhine. Julian could boafl, that, before he aflumed

the title of Auguftus, he had carried the Roman eagles

beyor.d that great river in three fucceisful expeditions.
GIBBON.

Rhine.
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Rhine. Twenty thoufand captives
* I refcued from

the enemy on the other fide of that river. In two

battles and one fiege, I took a thoufand prifoners,

and thofe not of a ufelefs age, but men in the

prime of life. Four bands of the mod chofen f

foot I fent to Conilantius, with three others, not

inferior, of horfe, and two mod diftinguifhed

cohorts. I now, fuch was the will of the Gods !

took all the towns : before, I had taken near forty.

I invoke Jupiter, and all the tutelar Gods of cities

and of nations, to atteft my attachment and fidelity

to him. I have acted towards him as I would wifh

a fon of my own to ail towards me. The refpeft

that I (hewed him exceeded that of any former

Csefar to any other Emperor. I may boldly dare

him therefore to allege any thing againfl me, even

to the prefent moment, on that head. Some ri-

diculous pretences he has invented. " He has de-

"
tained," fays my adverfary,

"
Lupicinus J,

and

* He meant, no doubt, in different campaigns.
LA BLETERIE.

Zofimus relates the whole tranfucYion at large. See

Legationum excerpta ex Eunapio. PETAU.

t What one of our modern generals calls " the elite of
** the army." But why

"
thej?0w<r of the army" fhould

not found as well, or why our brave garrilbn of Gibraltar

fhould not make **
folRef* as well as "

forties," &c. is dif-

ficult to conceive. Thefe military Gallicifms were ridi-

culed long ago with great humour in the Tatler.

J This Lupicinus, mailer-general of the cavalry, on the

death of Severus, was gone to Britain at the time when

Julian was made Emperor by the army ; but as he was of a

haughty and enterprifing fpirit,
leit he mould take any

ftep<; againfl the new Emperor, a notary was diipatched to

Bononia [Boulogne] to obferve that coait. AMMIANUS.
" three
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" three * others." And fuppofmg I had even

put them to death, traitors and confpirators as

they were, it dill would have become him to

have fmothered the refentment which their fuffer-

ings might have excited, for the fake of friend-

fhip and union. Thefe men, not in the leaft hurt,

I fecured as dangerous difturbers of the public

peace, and though I expended upon them much

of the public treafure, I plundered them of

nothing. But what would have been their punifli-

mcnt, if Conftantius had been injured, and in-

flitted it ? A nd does not he, by his refentment

againft me, on account of thefe men, who bear not

the leaft relation to him, arraign and deride my
lolly, in having been fo obfequioufly attentive to

the afiafTin of my father, of my coufins, and, in a

word, the executioner of my whole family and

kindred ? Confider alfo the deference that I have

paid him ever fince 1 became Emperor ; as appears

.from my letters.

How I behaved to him before that time, I will

now inform you. Being fenfible that I mould in-

cur the whole danger and difgrace of every fault,

though committed by others, I intreated him, that,

if he had determined to declare me Csefar, he

would give me the beft and ableft counfellors. In-

ftead of which, he gave me at firft the vilefl.

When one of them, the moft abandoned of

all,

* Of the other three nothing certain can be affirmed.

Floreiuius leems to have bcei one of them, who, Am mi-

anus
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a]i
-#

t
* * * *

| he.liftened indeed very readily, and

gave me with reluclance an excellent officer in

Salluft
{. On account of his virtue, he foon be-

came invidious. But not being fausfied with him

alone, and obferving the different manner is which

Conflantius treated the others, confiding in them,

snd not regarding him, embracing his right hand

and his knees,
"
Though I am not acquainted,"

faid I,
" or ever was, with any one of thefe, yet

"
knowing them by report, and in deference to

**
you, I will confider them as my friends, and

" efteem them as old acquaintance. It is not
"

proper, however, that my affairs mould be con-

" fided to them, or that theirs fhould be embroiled

"
by mine. I requeft you, therefore, to direft me,

"
by fome written rules ,

what you would wifli

anus fays, at the very beginning of Julian's government
fled from Vienne, where he then was, to Conftantius.

Julian
"

leaving his family and effects untouched, and al-

'

lowing him the ufe of a public carriage, ordered him to
" return in fafety into the Eaft." PETAU.

,

If Florentius fled to Conflantius, how could he be

one that was " detained by Julian?"
*

Meaning Marcellus, of whom above. Ibid*

f Imperfect.

\ We are ignorant of the adual office of this excellent

minifter, whom Julian afterwards created Prsefect of Gaul.

GIBBON.
When Julian was fetting out, Conftantius gave him a

letter, in which he not only prefcribed rules for his con-

thift, but alfo limited his diet, and the amount of his daily

expences. Ammianus, 1. xvi. 5.
"

Laftly, as he conftantly
41

perufed the letter, which Conftantius, as if he had been
4<

lending a fon-in-law to ichool, had written with his own
*'

hand, regulating, with too much freedom, what ftiould

*' be expended on the C*iar' table," &c. PETAU.

"me
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" me to avoid, and what to do. Then, with the

" utmofl reafon, you will praife me if I obey,
" and punifh me if I tranfgrefs. But I am firmly
" of opinion, that I (hall in no inftance controvert

"
your commands."

The innovations that Pentadius immediately

attempted *, it is needlefs to mention. loppofed

them all confequently he became my enemy. Soon

after, by perverting another, and then a fecond,

and a third, and by bribing againft me Paul f and

Gaudentius |, notorious flanderers, he fuccecded

in having Salluft, who was my friend , recalled,

and Lvician immediately appointed to fucceed him.

Floremius alfo was irritated by my oppoiing his in-

* At his complaining of Pentadius J am much fur-

prifcd. For Ammianus mentions Pentadius (1. xx.) and

lays, that " he was mafier of the offices to Julian, and
*' was fent by him, when he was made Emperor, to Con-
**

ftantius, xvith Eutherius, his chief chamberlain." He
cannot therefore be the fame, who, Julian here fays, was

his enemy while he v.as Caefar. PETAU.

f Paul was a notary, born in Spain, famous for cruel

informations under Conftantius, who was burnt alive, with

Apodemus, when Julian was Emperor. See Ammianus,
(1. xix. and xxii.) Ibid.

j Gaudentius aifo was a notary, and having been fent

into the Gauls as a fpy on the aclions of Julian, was after-

wards put to death by him at Antioch. Ammianus, (1.

XXII.) Ibid.

Their executions [thofe of the two former] were ac-

cepted as an inadequate atonement by the widows and or-

phans cf fo many hundred Romans, whom thofe legal

tyrants 'uaJ betrayed and murdered. GIEION.
As to Gauclentius, fee the third note on Epiftle X.

^ bee the Condolatory Oration on his departure, p. 30, &c

fatiiiM?
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iatiable dvarice *. They therefore perfuaded Con-

{tantius, already perhaps jealous of my aftidns, to

remove me from the command of the forces. And
he wrote letters filled with invectives againft me,

and threatening deftruclion to the Gauls. Soon

after, it appeared that he had ordered all the

flower of the avmy, without exception, to be

withdrawn from Gaul, charging Lupicinus and

Gintonius f with this commifTion, and commanding
me in no refpeft to oppofe them.

In what words (hall I now relate the works of

the Gods ? It was my intention, they can witnefs,

diverting myfelt of all regal (late and magnificence,

to reft in peace, and never more to act in public.

I only waited the return of Floremius aad Lupi-

* See Epiftle XVII.

f
"

Sintula, then tribune of the ftables to the Caefar,"

fays Ammianus, (1. xx. 4.)
" was joined in commifiioa

*' with Decentius, a tribune and notary, to conduct the
"

troops out of the Gauls." Of Gintonius I do not iv-

member to have read. But of this hiitory fee more in Am-
mianus and Zolimus, and allb in the Oration of Lihanius

on the confulfhip of Julian. Per AU.

Julian was furprifed by the hafty arrival of a tribune and

a notary, with pofitivc orders from the Emperor, which they

were directed to execute, and he was commanded not to

oppofe; that four entire legions, the Celtre, the Petulanrs,

the Hernli, and the Batavians, iliould be feparatcd fVom

the flandard of Julian ; that, in each of the remaining
bands, three hundred of the braved youths fhould be ie-

lected ;
and tlut this numerous detachment, the itrength of

the Gallic army, mould inrtantly begin their march, and

exert their utmoft diligence to arrive, before the opening
the campaign, OH the frontiers of Perlia, GIBBON.

cinus.
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cinus, the one being in Britain *, and the other

at Vienne. In the mean time, a great diOurbance

was raifed among the natives and foldiers, an ano-

nymous libel being difperfed in a neighbouring

town, among the Petulants and the Celts (the le-

gions fo named) filled with invectives againft Con-

ftantius, and with complaints of his having be-

trayed the Gauls. And the author of that paper

no lefs lamented my difgrace. This being cir-

culated, a general difufTe&ion enfued, and thofc

who were moft in the intereil of Conilantius uied

their utmoft endeavours to perfuade me to detach

the troops as foon as poffible, before the like libels

were difperfed among the reft of the army. (Not

one of my friends was then prefent)'. They were

Nebridius -f, Pentadius, and Decentius +
, the

latter

* Ammianus (1.
xx. i.) The valour of Lupicimu, and his

military {kill, are acknowledged by the hiilorian, who, in

his affected language, nccufes the general of exalting the

horns of his pride, bellowing in a tragic tone, and exciting
a doubt whether he was more cruel or avaricious. The

danger from the Scots and Pi&s was i'o ferious, that Julian
himlelf had fome thoughts of parting over into the ifland.

GIBBON.

f Praetorian Praefeft. This faithful miniflcr fingly op-

pofed the folemn engagement of the troops to devote them-
felves to the fer\ice of Julian. Alone and unaffifted, he
aflerted the rights of Conftantius in the midft of an armed
and angry multitude, .to whofe fury he had almoil fallen

an honourable, bu: uielefs, facrifice. After lofing one of his

hands by the ftroke of a fword, he embraced the knees of

the prince whom he had offended. Julian covered the

Praefect with his imperial mantle, and protecting him from.

the zeal of his followers, difniiiled him to his own houfe,

whk
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latter of whom Conftantius had difpatched for

jhat purpofe. My reply, that " we ought to

<c wait for Lupicinus and Florentius," was totally

difregarded, they all infifting that the oppofite plan

(hould be purfued, unlefs I meant to confirm and

corroborate former fufpicions.
"

Befides," they

added,
" the detaching the troops will now be

" deemed your mcafure ; but when thofc minifteis

"
return, Conftantius will impute it not to you,

" but to them, and confequently will reprobate
"

your conduct." Thus I was perfuaded, or

rather compelled, to write to him. For he may
be faid to aft by perfuafion, who has the liberty

of refufing ; but thofe who can be compelled it is

needlefs to perfuade ; as they aft not by choice,

but neceflity. There being two roads, it was next

tkbated which fhould be taken. I propofed one
;

with lefs refpeft than was perhaps due to the virtue of an

enemy. The high office of Nebridius was beftdwed on

Salluft. Ibid.

Nebridius had before been Count of the Eaft, and, from

being qureftor to Julian, was made by Conftantius pre-
fect of the Gauls, in the room of Florentius, who had

been removed to the pr:cfe&ure of Illyricum. Florentius

refufed to return from Vienne, dreading the refentment

of the army. Nebridius retired in a private ftatiou into

his native country, Tufcany. Pentadius is mentioned above.

j There is fome corruption in this paflage, for neither

were they abfent, nor friends to Julian. On the contrary,

they adhered to Conftantius. PETAU.
The prefent reading may be fupported either by omit-

ting the preceding paragraph, or by putting it (us in the

tranflation) into a parenthefts.
"

Nebridius, &c.' \vi:l

then refer to the friends before mentioned, of Conftantius,

as they certainly were.

i bur
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but -they compelled me to adopt

* the other;

left my oppofition fliould excite fome tumult an

diforder in the -army j and when a difturbance was

once begun, a general confufion might enfue. An

apprehenfion this, which feemed by no mean*

groundlefs. The legions approached. I, as ufual f,

went out of the city to meet them, and urged

them to purfue their march. They halted one

day ;
till when I was a ftranger to what they had

been concerting. Jupiter, the Sun, Mars, Mi-

nerva, and all the Gods know
},

that I had not the

leaft fufpicion of their intentions till the eYening

of that day, when at fun-fet they were difclofed

to me . [At midnight] on a fudden th*e pa-

* Through Paris. Julian honeftly and judicioufly fug-

geited the danger and temptation of a laft interview of the

foldiers \vith their wives and children. GIBBON.

j-
Even the Emperors themfelves ufed to meet the legioui

by way of honour. VALOIS.

j Such an oath would be decifive in the mouth of a

Pagan, convinced of his falfe religion even to fanaticifm

and enthufiafm, as Julian was, if Julian had not given
ibme proofs of duplicity. But when a man is capable of

being of two religions at the fame time, of believing one

ad profefVing the other, he may well allow himfelf in per-

jury. Be that as it may, it muft be owned, that if that

prince moved the fprings which raifed him to the fupreme

power, he concealed his play fo well, as tofeem to owe all

to chance, and nothing to intrigue. LA BLETERIE.
It may feem ungenerous to dtftruft the honour of a

hero, and the truth of a philofopher. The devout Abbe
tie la Blcterie is almoft inclined to refpecl: the devout pro-
teftations of a Pagan. GIBBON.

He then reiigned himfelf to a fhort (lumber ; and

afterwards related to his friends, that he had feen the Ge-
nius of the empire waiting with fome impatience at his

door, preffing for admittance, and reproaching his want
of fpint and ambition. Ibid.

lace
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lace * was inverted, and an univerfal fhout was

raifed, while in the mean time I was deliberating

what meafures to purfue, but without forming any

determination. Though my wife was then living -J-,

I happened to fleep alone, in an adjoining upper

chamber J, from which, there being an opening

in the wall, I paid my adoration to Jupiter. The

clamour increafing, and a general tumult prevail-

ing throughout the palace, I intreated that God to

give

* Moft probably the palace of the baths (tbermarum) ,

of which a Iblid and lofty hall ftill fubfifts in the rue Je hi

Hr.rpe. The buildings covered a confiderable fpace of the

modern quarter of the univerfity; and the gardens, under

the Merovingian kings, communicated with the abbey of

St. Germain des Prez. By the injuries of time and the

Normans, this ancient palace was reduced, in the twelfth

century, to a maze of ruins, whofe dark recefies were the

fcene of licentious love. GIBBON.
Thefe remains, which have all the marks of antiquity,

are the greateft curiolity in Paris. They are inclofed in a

houfe, whofe lign is the iron crofs. Our kings of the firfi

K:CI; reiided in that palace. The daughters of Charle-

magne were confined there after his death, when Lewis
the Debonnair, a friend to full chant, but an enemy to

gallantry, had caufed their lovers to be put to death. " He
*'

thought, without doubt," fays F. Daniel, with great

iimplicity,
" that the example would intimidate, and that

"
they would have no more. He was, it ieems, miltaken ;

"
they were never without them." Tableau de Paris^ ch.

Antiquities.

f Helena died foon after, at Vienne, foys Ammianus,
(1. xxi.) ; others fay, in the palace of Julian, and ws.3

buried near her filter Conftantina, at Rome.
Her pregnancy had been feveral times fruidefs, and v/as

at laft fatal to herfelf. GIBBON-.

$ From Mr. King's very ingenious
" Obfervations on

" Ancient Caflles," p. 5, &c. we learn, that " the itati:-

"
apartments (which Julian, no doubt, then occupied) were

Vol., I. H **
always .
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give me a fign. This he immediately fhewed me,

commanding me firmly to confide in it, and not

oppofe the refolution of the army *. Though I

had received thefe omens, I did not, however,

yield without reludlance, hut refifted as much 'as

poiTible, nor would I admit of the falutation, or

the diadem. But not being able iingly to oppofe

fo many, and the Gods, whofe will it was, flrongly

animating them, and at the fame time, compofing

my fpiritSj at length, about the third hour, fome

foldier, I know not whom, giving me a collar -f, I

put it on, and then re-entered the palace, groan-

ing, as the Gods can witnefs, from the bottom of

my heart ; for though the confidence which the

former iign had given me in God could not but

infpire

*'
always in the third ftory, an habitation both ftately and

'

airy, free from the annoyance of the enemy's inflruments

of war."

The windows a lib of thefe rooms, even
in,

our cold cli-

mate, though highly ornamented,
"

appear to have had
" no glals, and to have been fenced only with iron bars
" and wooden fliutters, as is known to have been the
**

ufage in early times." Sequel to the Obfervations on Sin-

litnt Cables, p. 1 08.

That the Jews, as well as Pagans, prayed
" with their

" windows open," appears from this paffage of Daniel,
vi. to. He went into his boufe, and his windows being open
in bis chamber toward Jcrufalcm, he kneeled upon bis knees, StC.

* The conduft, which disclaims the ordinary maxims of

reafon, excites lufpicion, and eludes our enquiry. When-
ever the Ipirit of fanaticifm, at once fo credulous and fo

crafty, has infmuated itfelf into a noble mind, it infeniibly
corrodes the vital principles of virtue and veracity.

GIBBON.

f Even in this tumultuous moment, Julian attended to

the forms of fupcrflitious ceremony, and obitinately refufed

tiic
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infpire me with fortitude, I was afhamed and

abafiied at not feeming to obey Conftantius faith-

fully to the laft.

A great dejection prevailing in the palace, the

friends of Conftantius endeavoured to improve that

opportunity of forming a confpiracy againfl me,

and distributed money among the foldiers, hoping
to alienate fome of them, fo at lead as to make a

divilion between us, if not to perfuade them openly
to attack me. One of the officers who attended

my wife in public *, hearing what they were

clandeftinely tranfafting, difclofed it to me. Buc

finding that I difregarded it, with the frenzy of an

enthufiaft, he loudly exclaimed in the market-

place,
"

Soldiers, foreigners, and natives, do not

"
betray the Eirperor." The minds of the troops

being thus inflamed, they all ran armed to the

palace. Finding me there alive and unhurt, and

rejoicing like, friends who meet unexpectedly, they

embraced me, chifped me in their arms, and bore

me on their fnoulders. It was indeed a mofl plenf-

ing fight, feeming like infpiration. Surrounding
me on all fides, they then infifted that every friend

of Conftantius fhould be put to death. The ftrenu-

the inaufpicious ufe of a female necklace, or a horfe's collar

(equi phalera:}, which the impatient foldiers would have em-

ployed inftead of a diadem. GIBBOK.
The collar which he put on, enriched with jewels, be-

longed, fays Ammianus, to " one Maurus, afterwards a
*'

Count, then a fpearman of the Petulants." This event

happened in April, 360.
* Ammianus ftyles hjYn al:^h palati: dtcurio, a kind of

Mor.

11 2 OUS
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ous endeavours that I ufed to fave them, all the

Gods know. After this, what was my conduct to-

wards Conflantijls ? In my letters * to him, even

to the prefent Hour, I have never affumed the title

which the Gods have given me, only ftyling my-

felf Csfar
;
and I prevailed on the foldiers to fwear

to me, that they would attempt nothing farther, if

he would fuffer me to dwell peaceably in the

Gauls, and ratify all that had been done. Add

to this, the legions that were with me fent him an

united letter, urging a reconciliation between us.

In return, he fpirited the Barbarians againft us,

proclaimed me to them as a public enemy, and

bribed them to ravage the Gallic provinces. He
wrote alfo to them who were in Italy, and warned

them to guard againft thofe who came from the

Gauls. In the towns bordering on the Gallic frontier,

he ordered magazines to be formed ; in particular,

one of fix hundred thoufand quarters + of flour at

Brigantia J, and another of as many more at the foot

of the Cottian Alps; that he might be enabled to

march an army againft me. All thefe things were

not only faid but done. For the letters, which he

fent
jj
to fpirit the Barbarians I intercepted, and all

* The Epiftle to which Julian principally alludes has

been inferred, p. 54.

f Three hundred myriads, or three millions of metHmni,
a corn mcaiure familiar to the Athenians, and which con-

tained fix Roman mvdil. GIBBON.

J Now BregentZjOn the banks of the Lake of Conftance.

The mountains that divide Dauphiny from Piedmont.

|| Meaning the letters which Ammianus mentions in his

xxilt book. Yet he exprefles himfelf with cool and can-

did helitation, Jl fumse ioli ^admittenda c/lfdcst GIB BOX.

the
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the provifions, which he had ordered to be col-

lefted, I feized, and alfo the letters of Taurus *.

Befides this, he acldrefled me dill as Caefar, and

declared, that he would never be reconciled to me.

He Tent, however, one Epiftetus f ,
a Gallic bifhop,

to affaire me of my fafety ; and in all his letters he

intimates, that he will fpare my life ; but as to

my honour, he is filent. In regard to his oaths, I

think, as the proverb fays, they mould' be' written

in afhes, fo little do they dcferve belief. My
own honour, not only for the fake of what is

jufl:
and right, but for that of the fafety of my

friends, I am determined to maintain ; not to

mention the cruelties exercifed throughout all the

world.

Thefe arguments are to me conclufive ; thefe

meafures appear to me jufl; and I adopted them

at firfl in the fight and hearing of the Gods. After-

wards, on the very day in which I was going to

* Prsfeft of Italy, and Conful, with Florentius, in 361,

when this EpiiVle was written. He was banifhed by Julian,

foon after, during his prefecture and confuilhip, to Ver-

celioe, in
Italy.

f There was a bifliop of that name, a remarkable fa-

vourer of the Arian feet, who, to gratify Conirantius, ufed

great fcverity towards the Catholics. But he was bifliop

of Centtim-cellai [now Civita-Vecchia] in Thufcia [Tuf-

cany] not in Gaul. Perhaps Julian wrote KsiTyaxi?./k i (" of
"

Centum-cells,") inttead of TV r>,/.av (" of the Gauls".)

Yet Ammianus relates, that the perfon, who \vas fent into

the Gauls with thefe orders to Julhn, vvas the truceftor.

Leonas. - P.&TAU.

H 3 harangue
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harangue the army concerning our march hither *,

facrificing for the event, for my own fafety, and

much more for the public welfare, and the general

freedom of the world, efpecially of the Gallic nation

whom he has twice abandoned to her enemies, not

fparing the fepuichres of their anccflors, though he

pays the utmofl attention to thofc of foreigners f, the

omens were aufpicious. I thought it therefore necef-

fary to reduce our formidable enemies J, and to coin

lawful money of gold and filver ; and if even now hq

fliould bedifpofedto treat with me, will be fatisfied

with what I at prefent poffefs. But if he fhould pre-

*
Illyricum, where this Epiftle was writteq.

f-
The primitive Chriftians called the temples of the

Heathens **
fepuichres," in contempt, becaufe te,mple$

began to be built where their Gods were buried. But this the

Gentiles afterwards retorted on the Chriflians, on account

of the relics of the martyrs, preferved and worfhipe4
in the churches. And hence they ftyled the Chriftian,

churches nothing but Tp$ (" toiubs.") VALOIS.

I After Julian had difmifledLeonas, and fent a new cm-

bnffy to the Eaftern court, that he might keep his troops
in exercife, and preferve the reputation they had gained,
he paiTed the R.hine for the fourth time, fubdued the

Attuarii, a nation of the Franks, who flill made incurfions

into Gaul; and, repaffing the Rhine, reviewed and ftrength-
ened all the ganifons in the frontier towns, as far as the

country of the Rauraci (now the canton of Bafil) ; from
whence he repaired to Befancon, and then to Vienne,
where he kept his winter-quarters. Before the conclufion

of the winter, the Germans under king Vadomar, having
revolted and pillaged Rhoetia (now the country of the

Grifons), he fth-.ed and bnniflied that prince, and paffing
the Rhine for the fifth and laft time, furprifed the Bar,

bariaris, and forced them to 1wenr to a peace, which they
ntvtr prefumed to violate again during his life.

LA BLKTERIE.

fcr
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fer engaging in a war, and will in no refpeft recede

from his former determination, I am ready to do or

fuifer whatever the Gods may decree. It is more

difgraceful to be conquered by ignorance and pufil-

lanimity, than by ftrength and numbers. If he

excells me in numbers, that is owing, not to him-

felf, but to his armies. If he had furprifed me

Hill loitering in the Gauls, and tenacious of life,

and had furrounded me, declining danger, on the

flanks and in the rear by the Barbarians, and in

front by his own troops, I mud have fubmitted,

not only to the utmoft extremity, but, which to

the wife is the greateft of evils, to difgrace *.

Such are the reflexions, men of Athens, which

I have communicated to my fellow-fokliers, and

now tranfmit to you and the other cities of

Grece f. May the Gods, the Lords of all, afford

me the afliftance, which they have promifed, to

the laft, snd grant to Athens, that I may, as much

as poffible, deferve her favour, and that (he may
for ever have fuch Emperors as may intimately

*
Julian explains, like a foldier and a fhtefman, the

danger of his fituation, and the neceflity and advantages of

an offenfive war. GIBBOM.

f Lacedcemon and Corinth, Zofimus f.iys, were two of

the other cities that Julian addrefled, but all that remains

of either, or any, of thofe Epiftles, is two fliort paragraph*
of that to the Corinthians, preferred by Sozomen ; in one

of which he fays,
**

Having reluctantly commenced this

"
war, but having now, in great meafure, fuccceded,

"
though not yet arrived at the conclufion ;" and in the

other, he claims their favour,
** on account of tne frieud-

*'
fhip of his father, who had dwelt among them."

H 4 know,
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know, and with a diflinguilhcd preference efteera,

her *
!

* The humanity of Julian was preferred from the cruel

alternative, which he pathetically laments, of destroying,

or of being hirnfelf deftroyed ;
and the feafonable death of

Conftantius delivered the Roman empire from the ca-

lamities of civil war. The approach of winter could not

detain the monarch at Antioch
;
and his favourites durft

not oppofe his impatient defire of revenge. A flight fever,

which was perhaps occafioned by the agitation of his

ipirits, was increafed by the fatigues of the journey ; and

Conftantius was obliged to halt at the little town of Mop-
fucrene, twelve miles beyond Tarfus, where he expired,
after a ftiort illnefs, in the forty-fifth year of his age, and

the twenty-fourth of his reign. GIBBON.
This event happened on Sept. 3, 361. It is pretended

that, upon his death-bed, he named Julian his fuccelVor,

uilling, no doubt, to make a merit of what he could no

longer with-hold from him, and by that to engage him to

protect Fauftinn, whom he had married after the death of

Eufebia, and whom he left pregnant of a princefs [Con-
ftantia], who was afterwards married to the Emperor Gra-

tian. Julian immediately haftened towards Conftantiriople,
which he entered, accompanied by the fenate, ib!diers }

and people, on Dec. n, LA BLETERI::,

AN



AN ALLEGORICAL FABLE*.

A CE RTA IN rich man f had numerous flocks A. D.

362.
and herds, and many horfes J, grazing in his

meadows. He had alfo many flhepherds, as well

flaves as freed-men, and hired fervants, herdfmen,

goat-herds, grooms, with many eftates, fome of

which were bequeathed to him by his father ;

but moft of them he had acquired, being de-

firous to enrich himfelf by right or wrong, ami

having little regard for the Gods. He had feveral

wives, by whom he had fons and daughters |f,

among

*
Julian has worked the crimes and misfortunes of the

family of Conllantine into an allegorical Fable, which is

happily conceived and agreeably related. It forms the

conclufion of the Vllth Oration. GIBBON.

See a farther account of it in the Preface.

f This rich man is Ccnftantine, that eternal object of

the hatred and malignity of Julian. LA BLETERIE.

The beginning of this Fable is remarkably fimilar to

that of Nathan's Parable, in 2 Sam. xii. 2. which
Jv.li.in

had read in the Septuagint. nxanw v^ vgoCofe v> iro\Xa t

xou a.'/-=\a.\ @GW, lays the Emperor. Ta TXHO-W
*ofi w Totpmx

xi /3wxsAi TroAAit ffpsap, fays the Prophet.

j In the original, ITTOI ^piai (" many mares.")

Conftantuis Chlorus reigned only over the Gauls,

Spain, and Great-Britain. Conilantine, with much good
fortune, and perhaps too much addrefs, made himfelf

mailer of the whole empire. LA BLETERIE.

[j
Conftantinc lef: three frns, betwe-.n '.vaom he divided

the empire. Contlaniine, known in hiftory by the name
of the younger Conltantine, had the Gauls, Spain, and

Great-Britain. Conftantius had the Eaft. Conflans, Italy,

Ulyricum,



io6 ALLEGORICAL FABLE.

among whom be divided his wealth *, before he

died, but without inflrucHng them how to manage

it, how to acquire more, if it fhould fail, or, when

it was acquired, how to preferve if. So grofs was

Illyricum, and Africa. We are acquainted only with two

daughters of Conftantine the Great ; Conftantina and

Helena. He married the former to Flavais Claudius

Hannibaliaouf, his nephew, fon of his brother Dalmatius

the Cenfor. This princels afterwards married the Caefar

Gal his. Helena was married to Julian. It is not at firft

faiy to conceive how he can lay, that " the father of the
'*

family divided his eftate between his Ions and bis daugb-
"*

trrj -," as, among the Romans, the daughters were ex-

cluded from the empire. But this paflage of Julian in-

forms us of two things ; i. That if Conftantine gave hi

nephew Hannibalianus the title of King, with Armenia
the Leis, Pontus, and Cappadocia, it was on account of.

his marriage with Conftantina, on whom, befules, he con^

ferred the title of Augufta, and a right to wear the diadem.

2. That if he raifed Dalmatius, the brother of Hanni-

nalianus, to the dignity of Coefar, and gave him Thrace,

Macedonia, and Achaia, it was becaufe Dalmatius was to

efponfe Helena, who was then a child. Hannibalianus and

Dalmatius were included in the mafTacre which followed

tlie death of Conftantine. One fault of that able poii.

ncian, a fault much more real than that with which Julian
here reproaches him, is that of having raifed his brothers

Vid h?s nephews to fuch a height as to make them for-

midable to his children. If he could imagine that he

fhould hav^ authority enough over both to prevent the

v.fual crFeifts ot jealoufy and ambition during his life, fhould

he have flattered himfelf that they would have fueh refpect
to his memory as to remain within the limits which he had

prescribed them ? The grcateft princes ought always to

think that they will not reign after their deaths.

LA BLETERIE.
* Whether, after the death of Faufta, the mother of

Ccnftantius and his brothers, Conftantine contracted any
othtr marriage docs not appear from the memorials, ftiil

remaining, of thofe times ; except that in general Julian
here lays, that

" he had
rrjany wives," lyivovlo & av\u yv-

though without naming them. SPANHEIM.

his
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his ignorance, that he thought nothing neceflary

but riches ; nor in that art had he much expe-

rience, having acquired it, not by any fixed prin-

ciple, but rather by ufe and habit, like empirics,

who by practice only cure difeafes, and confe-

quently mutt be ignorant of many. Thus think-

ing that the number of his fons would fufficiently

fecure the continuance of his family, he ufed no

endeavour to make them virtuous *.

This was the firft origin of their diffenfions.

for each of them deiiring, like his father, to have

great riches, and fingly to poffefs all, attacked his

brother. The calamities occafipned by their folly

and ignorance extended alfo to their neareft re-

lations, who had had no better education. A ge-

neral (laughter enfued, fo as to realife by divine

vengeance the moft tragical cataftrophe. They
divided their patrimony by the fword, and every

thing was thrown into confufion. The fons de-

iflroyed the temples of their anceftors, which be-

fore indeed had been defpifed by their father, and

dripped of their offerings, dedicated by many, but

chiefly by his forefathers. But when they destroyed

the temples, they repaired the old and erected new

fepulchres f, as if they had forefeen, that for their

*
Julian, in his firft panegyric on Conftantius, fays, that

the children of Conftantine had the raoft excellent education

that could be given to princes. He then perhaps flattered.

NOW perhaps he flanders. LA BLETERIE.

f By
"

fepulchres" he muft mean churches. So they
were called by the Pagans, becaufe they were built over th

tombs of the martyrs Ibid. See p, 102, note f.

I contempt
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contempt of the Gods they would ere long want

many fepulchres therafelves.

Amidir. thele diforders, marriages alfo being

contracted which were no marriages *, and the

laws both of Gods and men being thus alike in-

fringed, Jupiter was moved with companion, and

addreffing himfelf to the Sun
-f- , he faid to him,

* Conftantius firfl married the daughter of Julius

Conftantius, his uncle. Though hiftory does not inform

us who were the wives of Conitantine the younger and

Conftans, it may be prefumed that they alfo married their

coufm-geimans. Such marriages were not forbidden

among the- Romans till Theodoiius, whole law was after-

wards repealed by Juftiriian. However, even before the

prohibition of Theodcfius, they were imufual, becaufe they
were odious. It was thought that they bordered upon
inceft. This we learn from St. Augufliae, de civitate Dei,
L xv. c. 1 6. Raro pgr mores f.elat quod fieri per leges licebat. . .

Fa&um ftlam licituxi propter vicinitntem horrelatw illicit! ; et

iptod fiebat cum confobrina peiii>
cum forore fieri "jidebcrtur^

quid et ipfi inter fe propter tarn propinquam confanguinitatom

fraires vocantur^ et pcne germani funt. Allowing this, it will

be cafy to conceive how a paffionate enemy, like Julian,

may fo feverely reprobate the marriages of the children of

Conftanrine. This key, I think, may ferve for want of

better hi'ftorical light. LA BLETERIE.

Julian, vvhofe mind was. biafled by fupenHtion and re-

fentinent, fligiratifes thele unnatural alliances between his

own coullns with the opprobrious narne of ya.pu T ov ya/xti.

Tne nmfprudence of the canons has fince revived and en-

forced this prohibition, without being able to introduce it

cither into the civil or the common law of Europe.
GIBBON.

One of thefe " no marriages" was that of Julian him-

io-lf with his coufin Helena. Another, that of Gallus and

Cotiftantina.

f After what has been faid before, it is needlefs here

. that Julian means by the Sun that intelligence

produced from all eternity by thefupreme God, &c, in a

word, the Logos of Plato. LA UI.ETERIE.

" Of
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<c Of all the Gods my moft ancient ofF-fpring,

"
being born before heaven and earth, doft thou

"
ftill retain the memory of the infults thou haft

u received from that difdainful and arrogant man,
<c

who, by forfeiting thee *, entailed fo many
*' calamities on himfelf, his family, and his children ?

"
Though you have not perfonally wreaked your

"
vengeance on him, nor have launched your ar-

" rows againft his children, are you lefs the author

" of that deftrudtion which has defokted his

"
family ? But let us fummon the Fates, and en-

cs
quire of them whether any affiitance can be

61

given it."

The Fates inftantly attended ; but the Sun, as if

abforbed in contemplation, continued to fix his

eyes on Jupiter. The eldcft of the Fates thus re-

plied: Juftice and Sandity, O Father, forbid

'
it. But it depends on yourfelf, fmce you have

' ordered us to be fubfervient to them, to prevail
' on them alfo.'

"
True," anfwered Jupiter,

"
they are my daughters, and therefore I may

"
interrogate them. Venerable GoddelTes, what

" do you advife ?
J> '

That, Father/ they replied,
*

is as you direft ; but be careful left that wcrft

* The devotion of Conftantine was peculiarly direfteti

to the Genius of the Sun, the Apollo of Greek and Roman,

mythology ; and he was pleafed to be reprefented with the

fymbols of the God of light and poetry. GIBBON".

Among the many coins' of this Emp-ror, found at Re-

culver, in Kent (the Roman Regulbium), fame have, on

their reverie, the figure of Apollo, with a ftar, and

'flo comiti. This device would have.lerved equally well

fcr Julian.
' Of
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' of all crimes, a zeal for impiety, ihould univer-

falJy prevail in the world/ " To that," faid Ju,

piter,
"

I will certainly attend." The Fates then

approached, and fpun as the Father directed. Af-

terwards Jupiter thus addreffed the Sun :
" You

"
fee this infant *, the nephew of that rich man,

" and the coufm of his heirs. Though deftitute

" and defpifed, he is your off-fpring. Swear,
"

therefore, to me, by my fceptre and your own,
" that you will take efpecial care of him, that you
** will be his guide, and fecure him from evil.

" You fee he is enveloped, as it were, with fmokc,
" and filth, and darknefs, and that the flame which
"

you have kindled in him is in danger of being
"

ilifled:

" And owns no help but from thy faving hands f .

'* Take him therefore, and fuperintend his edu-
"

caiion. This I and the Fates allow.'* At

this the Sun much rejoiced, and was pleafed with

the child, perceiving in him a fmall fpark of

himfelf dill remaining. From that time he edu-

cated the boy, withdrawing him

Far from alarms, and dufl and blood J.

But Jupiter ordered the motherlefs and chaftfr

Minerva to have a ihare alfo in his education.

Thus inftructed, when the youth had attained

that age,

*
Julian himfelf.

f Iliad IX. 231. Pope, 504. Part of the fpeech of

Ulyfles to Achilles, requeuing him to ainft the Greeks.
t Iliad XI. 164. Pope, 216. applied to Heftor, when

prote&ed by Jupicer and Fate.

When
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When fprings the down, when youih has all its

charms *,

Being apprifed of the numerous calamities which

had befallen his relations and coufins, he was

fo terrified, that he would have rufhed head-

long into Tartarus, had he not been prevented

by the benevolent Sun and provident Minerva -f,

who threw him into a {lumber, which banifbed

that idea. Awaking from this, he returned to

his folitude, and there, fitting on a flone, he con-

fid ered with himfelf how he fhould efcape fuch

a variety of evils; for now every thing appeared

adverfe, and he was abandoned even by hope.

Mercury then, who had an affection for him,

affuming the appearance of one of his young

companions, thus kindly accofted him :
" Follow

*'
me, and I will (hew you a fmccther and eafier

"
way, as foon as you have gone through this

11
winding and rugged path, which obliges, as

'*

you fee, all who enter it to turn back." The

* Iliad XXIV. 348.

f In the original, TDJ ITfowiaj A9na?. In his IVth Ora-

tion, Julian confiders Pronoea as another name for Minerva.

After the example of Plato, whole philofophy he adopted,

Julian, like other Heathens, acknowledged God's Provi-

dence. Not to mention his matter Jamblichus (tie Alv/ter.

1. i. c. 9.)
*' the Providence of God" is mentioned bv

Euripides, in his Oreftes, ver. nSi. On feme excellent

coins of Commodus it appears under the i'ymbol of a

woman extending her right hand, and holding a ipe^r jn

her left, or before an altar, with another figure oi' a

man (landing, and on each fide a tree, with the iniliipti;,n

HPONOIA. And on the Roman coins is fome times feen a

temple, and fometimes a radiated figure of the fun, with

infcribed, &c. SPANHEIM.

you:h
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youth then proceeded cautioufly, with his fword,

his fhield, and fpear, but with his head unarmed.

Jlelying on his guide, he came to a road, though

unfrequented, highly pleafant, and embroidered

with fruit-trees and flowers innumerable, fuch as

are pleafmg to the Godsx and alfo with ivy, laurel,

and myrtle.

When they arrived at the foot of a high moun-

tain,
" On the fummit of that," faid Mercury,

" dwells the Father of the Gods; be careful

"
therefore, for great is your danger, to worfhip

' him in the moft religious manner. Afk of him
" whatever you pleafe. You will wifti, my child,

" for what is belt." So faying, Mercury difap-

peared, though the youth was very defirous of

being informed by him what petition he fhould

prefer to the Father of the Gods. Thus deferted,

he could only advife with himfelf, and he could

not have been advifed better. te

Though I do not

"
yet fee," faid he,

" the Father of the Gods,
"

let me iblicit him for his beft gifts. O Father
"

Jupfter, or by whatever other name thou pleafeil
" to be called, for that to me is indifferent, teach

41 me the way that leads to thee. For the region
" of thy refidence is incomparably beautiful, if I

>
may judge of its excellence by the pleafantnefs

" of the path through which I have been con-

" dueled hither." After having thus prayed, he

fell fad aileep. During this flumber, or trance,

Jupiter Ihewed him the Sun in perfon. Aftonifhed

at this fight, the youth exclaimed,
" For this and

3 all
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all thy other favours, O Father of the Gods, I

" offer and dedicate myfelf to thee.*' Then em-

bracing the knees of the Sun, he intreated his

protection. But he, calling Minerva, bade her

firft obferve what arms he had brought. Seeing

only a fword, a fhield, and a fpear,
"
Where, my

"
fon," faid (he,

" are your cegis and helmet ?"

He anfwered,
" I could fcarce provide even thefe ;

"
neglected and defpifed, I had no friend in the

"
family of my relations.'' " What then," re-

plied the Sun,
te will you fay, when I tell you,

' that you mud neceffarily return to it ?" Hear-

ing this, the youth intreated him, with many tears,

not to fend him thither again, as, in that cafe, he

fhould never fee him more, but mould certainly

perim there, overwhelmed with misfortunes. " You
*' are young,'* faid the Sun,

" and have not yet been
"

initiated. Return therefore to earth, and when you
" are initiated *, dwell in fafety; return and pu-

"
rify

*
By the hands of Maximus [See the firft note on Epiflle

XV. ] Julian was fecretly initiated at Ephefus, in the twen-

tieth year of his age. His refidence at Athens confirmed

this unnatural alliance of philofophy and fuperiHtion. He ob-

tained the privilege of afolemn initiation into the myfteries

of Eleuris, which, amidft the general decay of the Gre-

cian worfhip, flil 1 retained fome veftigcs of their primeval
lanclity ;

and fuch was the zeal of Julian, that he after-

wards invited the Eleufmian pontiff to the court of Gaul,
for the fole purpofe of confumf&ating, by myftic rites and

Sacrifices, the great work of his fanclification. As thel'e

ceremonies were performed in the depth of caverns, and in

the filence of the night ; and as the inviolable iecret of the

myfteries was preferved by the difcretion of the initiated ;

I (hall not prclume to defcribe the horrid founds ^ and fi-iy

Vol.. J. I apparitions,
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"

rify yourfelf from all impiety. You muft

" then invoke me, and Minerva, and the other

" Gods."

The youth, at thefe words, remained filenr,

TheSun then conducting him to a mountain, (whofe

fummit flione with light, but whofe lower parts

were covered with thick darknefs, through which,

however, as through a mift, the rays of the Sun

appeared dim and faint), thus addrefled him :

* You fee your coufm the heir *
: Do you fee

'
alfo thofe herdfmen and fhepherds ?' He replied

in .the affirmative.
' How is he/ faid the Sun,

' and how are his fhepherds and herdfmen, em-
'

ployed ?'
"

He," faid the youth,
" feems to me

"
afleep ; he lives in retirement, and devotes him-

"
felf to pleafure. Few of his fhepherds are well-

"
difpofed ; moft of them are wicked and cruel ;

'* for they either devour or fell his flieep, and thus

"
doubly injure their mafler

; they ruin hi* flocks,
"

and, though they receive much and return him
" but little, they complain that they are defrauded
" of their wages ;

but it were better that they
" fhould be paid the whole, than the flieep be
"

deltroyed."
' But fuppofe,' faid the Sun,

' I

' and Minerva, by the command of Jupiter,
' fhould appoint you guardian of all thefe flocks,
'

in the room of this heir ?' This the youth again

apparitions, which were prefented to the fenfes, or the

imagination, of the credulous afpirant, till the vifions of

comfort and knowledge broke upon him in a blaze of

celeftial light. GIBBON.
* Conftantius.

oppofed,
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oppofcd, and earneflly intreated to remain there.

The Sun replied,
" Be not obflinately difobedient,

"
left my hatred fhould be equal to the love that

"
I have borne you." The youth then anfwered,

' O mod excellent Sun and Minerva, and thee
c too I atteft, O Father Jupiter, difpofe of me
'

abfolutely as you pleafe.' After this, Mer-

cury, again appearing, infpired him with ad-

ditional courage. For now he thought he had

found a guide in his return, and during the time

that he was to pafs on earth,

Minerva then thus accofted him :
" Good fon

" of this excellent and divine father and of me,
" attend ! The bed fhepherds, you obferve, do
" not pleafe this heir; but profligates and flatterers

41 have enflaved him. Confequently he is not
" beloved by the good and virtuous, and by thofe

who feem his friends he is injured and dif-

" honoured. Be careful therefore, when you re-

11
turn, never to prefer a flatterer to a friend.

" Take anorher advice, my fon. That man fleeps,
" and of courfe is often deceived ; but be you
41

fober and vigilant *. A flatterer often aflumes
" the confidence of a friend; juft as if a fmith,
" covered with fmoke and aflies, fhould, by a
4 *

painted face and a white garment, induce you to

The fame words as thofe of the Apoflle, Nr^ali, y.-^o-

r,*aCll, 1 Pet. V. 8.

This is not the firft paflage in xvhich we have feen our
author availing himielf of his Chriftian erudition.

I 2 give
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"

give him one of your daughters in marriage.
"

Thirdly, let me exhort you to have a particular
"

regard to yourfelf. Refpeft us in the firft place;
"
among men, thofe who refemble us molt, and

" no one befides. You fee how much this poor
" wretch has fuffered from a falfe fhame and a

"-fooliih timidity."

To this the Sun added,
e Thofe whom you feleft

( for your friends treat as friends, not as fervants

* and domeftics. Behave to them with freedom,
'
candour, and gencrolity, not thinking of them

' one thing, and faying another. What was fo

( deftru&ive to this young heir as unfaithfulnefs

' to his friends ? Love your fubjecls, as you are

* loved by us. Whatever relates to our vvorftiip
'

prefer to all other virtues. For we are your
f

benefa&ors, and friends, and prefervers.'

Delighted at thefe words, the youth clearly

fhewed his defire to obey the Gods implicitly in

all things.
"
Depart now," faid the Sun,

" with
"

joyful hopes, for I, and Minerva, and Mer-
"

cury will every where be with you, and alfo

"
all the Gods who dwell on Olympus, or in the

"
air, or on earth, and all the other deities ;

fo

"
you fhall be pious to us, faithful to your friends,

" and humane to your fubjefts, teaching them to

"
e'xceil by your example, and never being en-

" flaved by their paffions or your own. Retain
" the armour that you brought hither, and receive

" from me this torch, which will afford you fuch
**

light on earth, that you will not need that of

" heaven,
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" heaven. Accept alfo from good Minerva an
"

cegis and a helmet, for flie has many, as you
"

fee, which file beftows on whom Ihe pleafes.
"

Mercury, befides, will give you a golden wand.
"

Depart therefore, relying on this armour, and
"

traverfe fearth and fea, inviolably obeying our
" laws. Let neither man, nor woman, your
" own countrymen, nor foreigners, perfuade you
"

to negleft our precepts. While you obferve
**

them, you will be loved and efteemed by us,
" and alfo refpefted by our good fervants, and
" formidable both to wicked men and evil dx-
" mons *. Know that you were inverted with a

*' mortal body in order to difcharge thefe duties.

" For the fake of your anceftors, we wifti to

"
purify your family from every ftain, Remember,

"
therefore, that your foul is immortal, and fprung

" from us
;
and that, if you follow us, you will be

<f a God, and with us will behold our Father."

Whether this be a fable, or a true narrative, I

cannot tell f.

* It is well known that the PJatonifts admitted of good
and evil Genii, and that they included both under the

name of daemons. LA BLETERIE.

f Thus St. Paul, Whether in the bedy> or e^t of the lotiy,

J. tanno t tell
\ God- knoweth. 2 Cor. xii. 3.

I 3 The
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THE DUTIES OF A PRIEST.

Extracted from the Fragment of an Oration,

or Epiftle *.

A. D- **#TF any are detected misbehaving to their

J-
prince, they are immediately punifhed ; but

thofe who refufe to approach the Gods, are pof-

fefied by a tribe of evil demons, who, driving

many

* This Fragment was interwoven with the Epiftle toThe-

miftius, as has been obferved in the notes on that Epiftle.

We have therefore pubiiflied it feparately. It is part of an

epiftle which Julian wrote to fome High Prieft, teaching him

the example which he ought to fet to thofe of his own
order both at home and abroad. And there are many
things in this Fragment which he wifhes his people to

practife in imitation of the Chriftians. PETAU.
Mr. Gibbon ftyles this " a long and curious Fragment
without beginning or end ;" and adds,

*' The Supreme
Pontiff derides the Mofaic hiftory, and the Chriftian

difcipljne ; prefers the Greek poets to the Jewifh pro-

phets ; and palliates, with the (kill of a Jefuit, the re-

lative worfhip of images."
A more full account of it has been given in the Preface by

the Abbe de la Bleterie, whole reafons for not tranflating
the whole I deem conclufive. But, omitting the offer.-

five parts, the extracts which I have feleded (hew the great
ufe which Julian made of that found form of dottrinc ivbicb

was OHCS ddi'verrd to him by tranfplanting into his own re-

JiiMous code, but without acknowledgment, many of the

moral
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many of the atheifts * to diftraftion, make them

think death defirable f, that they may fly up into

heaven, after having forcibly diflodged their fouls.

Some of them prefer deferts to towns ; but, man

being by nature a gentle and focial animal, they

alfo are abandoned to evil daemons, who urge

them to this mifanthropy ; and many of them have

had recourfe to chains and collars {. Thus, on

all fides, they are impelled by an evil daemon, to

whom they have voluntarily furrendered them-

felves by forfaking the immortal and tutelar Gods.

But enough of thefe. I now return to the fubjet

from which I have digrefled.

The practice of virtue, in obedience to the

laws of their country, fhould certainly be en-

forced by the governors of flates ; but it is alfo

your duty to exhort the people by no means to

moral precepts of the gofpel, particularly that new cant'

mandmcnt) Loveyour enemies, do good to them that bateyou,
&c. And, on the whcle, if great part of the charge (as it

may be called) which he here delivers to his Pagan prieft-

hood, was obferved by our Chriftian clergy, they would be

more refpeftable, and more refpedled, than they are.

* The ufuai elogium of the Chriftians with this apoftate.

SPANHEIM.

f Julian feems here to allude to the religious frenzy,
the horror of life, and the defire of martyrdom, which

pofleffed the enthuiiaftid Donatifts.

J The folitary fanatics, whole ir.on chains, &c. the phi-

lofopher here ridicules, were the monks and hermits who
had introduced into Cappudocia the voluntary hardfliips of
the aicetic life. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. ix. p.

661, 662. GIBBON.
Thefe folitary afcetics then abounded in ^Egypt, Palef-

tine, and JMefopotamia, as is evident from other remainss
of that age. SPANHEIM.

I 4 tranfgrefs
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tranfgrefs the facred laws of the Gods. The office

of a pried being neceffarily more refpeSable than

that of any other citizen, it may be proper for

me now to confider that, and to teach you . its ob-

ligations. Some perhaps may be better infprmed :

I wilh i could fay all; but I hope it of thofe who

are naturally temperate and virtuous. Such will

own this difcourfe to be adapted to them.

In the fir ft place, above all things cultivate phi-

lanthropy ;
as this is attended by many other

bleffings, and particularly by that, which is the

greateft and moft excellent of all, the favour of the

Gods. For as thofe who kindly participate in the

concerns of their matters, in their -friendfhips,

their luniks, and amours, are more beloved than

their fellow - for vants ;
fo it muft be fuppofed

that the Divine Being, who, by his nature, is a

lover of mankind *, is delighted with thofe who

love each other. Of philanthropy there are va-

rious kinds; one is the punifliing offenders fpa-

ruigly, and that for the good of the punHhed, as

mailers correcl their fcholars; another is the re-

lieving the wants of the poor, as the Gods relieve

ours. Obferve the many bleffings with which

they fupply us from the earth ; food efpecially,

of every kind, and that more in quantity than they

have afforded to all other animals united. As we

are born naked, they cloath us with the hair of

beads, and with fuch raiment alib as is furnifhed

*
<J>iXx7i."Tox. **a>0ji>Tia, in like manner, is afcribed to

God by St. Paul (Tit. iii. 4.), from \vhoin Julian probably
burrowed it.

4 by
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by the earth and trees. And not contented merely

with rudcnefs and fimplicity, with fuch coats, as,

Mofes fays, they made of fkins *
; confider alfo how

many gifts we enjoy of induftrious Minerva... What

o.ther animal is indulged with wine ? what o.ther

with oil ? unlefs we impart to them what we refufer

to men. What fifties feed on corn ? or. what

bqafts on marine productions I I do not mention

gold, brafs, and iron, with all which the Gods

have enriched us ; not to incur their refentment by

overlooking the vagrant poor, efpecially when

any of them are in morals irreproachable, but, hav-

ing inherited nothing from their .parents, arc re-

duced to poverty by a noblenefs of mind which

defpifes wealth. On feeing thefe, the generality

of mankind are apt to arraign the Gods. Indi-

gence, however, is by no means chargeable to the

Gods, but to the infatiable avarice of us who are

rich, to which are owing the falfe ideas which men

form of the Gods, and the calumnies with which

they reproach them. Do we defire that God
would rain down gold on the poor, as he did for-

merly on the Rhodians f ? Were this to be granted,

immediately fending out our fervants, and every

where placing vefl'els, we fhould drive away all

* Gen. iii. 21. the Lord God made coats of jkins^ and

rlaatheii t):em.

f Jupiter is faid to have rained gold on the Rhodians at

the time when Vulcan, cleaving his ikuil with a hatchet,
delivered him of Minerva. See Pindar. Oiyir.p. VII. and

Homer. II. II. 670.
With joy they law the growing empire rife,

Aud fliowers of wealth deicending from the fkies.

POPE 813.

others,
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others, that we alone might fnatch the common

bleffings of the Gods. Some perhaps may wonder

at our wilhing for what cannot potfibly happen, and

would be utterly ufelefs
;
fince' what is abfolutely in

our power we do not praftife. Who was ever

impoveriflied by what he gave to others ? I, for

my part, as often as I have been liberal to the

poor, have in return been abundantly rewarded

by the Gods; though I have never been a vile

hoarder, nor have I ever repented of my gene-

rofity. I fay nothing of the prefent time (as it

would be abfurd to compare private generoluy
with Imperial munificence), but, when I was a fub-

je& *, I remember that this often happened -f-.

Thus when the eftate of my grandmother {, which

had been forcibly with-held, at length devolved

to me entire ;
of the little which I then had I ex-

pended and beftowed on the poor. We ought
therefore of our abundance to be communicative

to all men, but efpecially to the virtuous ; and to

*
Confcquently, while he yet frequented the churches

of the Chriftians. SPANHEIM.
f This had of old been divinely faid by another, the

wifeft of princes : He that bath
pity upon ibc poor, (or, which

is the fame thing, --Mho givetb to the poor), kndeth unto the

Lord, and that which he hath given, will he pay him again.
Prtv. xix. 17. And in another place, The liberalfoulfiatt
le made fat ; and he that <v:aiereth, Jliall be watered alto htm-

ftlf xi. 25. Ibid.

} The name of Julian's maternal grand-mother is un.
known. She efpouled Anicius Julianus, who was a prx-
feft, and from this marriage fprung Bafilina (the mother
of Julian), and the famous Count Julian. LA BLETERIE.
Ste Epiftle xlvi.

the
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the indigent, as far as will relieve their neceffities.

I will add, though it may feem paradoxical, that

ittfs a duty to give cloathing and food to our ene-

mies *
; for we give it to their nature, and not to

their conduct. And, therefore, I think that thofe

who are imprifoned in dungeons, are alfo worthy

of this attention, as fuch humanity by no means

interferes with juftice. For as many are imprifon-

ed for trial, of whom fome are to be condemned,

and others acquitted, it would be much too fevere

to refufe compaffion even to the guilty for

the fake of the innocent, and rather to treat the

innocent with cruelty and inhumanity on account

of the guilty. The more I confider this, the more

unjuft I think it. We ftyle Jupiter the Hofpi-

table, yet we ourfelves are more inhofpitable than

the Scythians. How, or with what confcience,

can one, who would facrifice to Jupiter the Hof-

pkable, approach his fhrine, when he forgets, that

By Jove the ftranger and the poor are fent,

And what to thofe we give, to Jove is lent f ?

* Can there be a doubt of the fountain from which

Julian drew this living water, fo different from the muddy
ftreams of his favourite philosophers ? If thine enemy hunger ,

feed him ; if be thirft^ give him drink. Rom. xii. 20. Inafmncb
as yc have done it unto one of the leaft of tbcfe my brethren, ye
have done it unto me. Matih. xxv. 40.

t Odyff. YJ. 207. Broome 247. Part of the fpeech
of Nauficaa to Ulyfles on finding him fliipwrecked on

Phseacia. The fame lines occur again in Odyis. xiv. 56. and
are alfo quoted by Julian in Epiftle xlix. They are there

differently tranflated by Pope. Thus alfo OdylT. ix. 270.
the Gods revere ;

The poor and ftranger are fhek conftaut care. POPE 301.

And
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And how can a worfhipper of focial Jupiter, if

he fees any one in diftrefs, and does not give him

part of a drachm, think that he worfhips Ja-

piter as he ought ? When I reflect on thefe things?

I am quite aftonifhed, feeing the furnames of the

Gods, coeval with the world, confidered as fo many

painted images, but in faft by no means treated

by us as fuch. The Gods are ftyled by us

Hou(hold Gods, and Jupiter the Domeftic Deity ;

but we behave to our relations as if they were

{bangers. For man is related, with or without

his confent, to every other man ; whether, as is

faid by fome, we all proceed from one man and

one woman , or whether the Gods produced not

one man and one woman only, but many at once,

in great numbers, together with the world. For

they who could create' one man and one woman,
were alfo able to create many, and in the fame

manner that they produced them, they might alfo

produce thefe. Confider not only the variety of

cuftoras and of laws, but, which is more impor-

tant, more excellent, and more prevalent, that

tradition of the Gods which has been tranfmitted

to us by the mofl ancient miniflers in things facrcd;

namely, that, when Jupiter formed the world, fome

drops of facred blood were fpilled on the earth,

from which fprung mankind. Thus we are all

relations ;
fmce from one man and one woman, or

from two perfons, many men and women have

fprung, as the Gods declare, and we rhuft necef-

farily believe on the teftimony of the fafts them-

felves,
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idves, as we all derive our origin from the Gods*

That many men were produced at once is teftified

by fab. but will be more clearly (hewn in another

place. *****.
It is proper alfo to obferve, as has been faid

by thofe who have preceded us, that man is by

nature a focial animal. Shall we then, who

deliver and eflablifli thefe maxims, act unfocially

towards our neighbours ? Urged by fuch cuftoms

and inclinations, let every one of us difcharge the

duties of piety towards the Gods, of benevolence

towards men, of chaftity in regard to the body,

and all the offices of religion. Let us endeavour

always to retain in our minds fome religious idea of

the Gods, and viewing their temples and images

with honour and veneration, let us revere them as

much as if we faw the Gods themfelves there pre-

fent. For the images, and altars, the cuftody of

the facred fire, and all other things of that kind,

were eftablifhed by our anceflors as fymbols of the

prefence of the Gods; not that we fuppofe them

to be Gods, but that we may worfhip the Gods

by them *

Befides the images of the Gods, their temples,

their flirines, and their altars are to be reverenced.

It is alfo reafonable that the priefls fhould be

honoured, as the minifters and fervants of the

* This plea in defence of image -worflup has been fince

adopted, as is well known, by the Romifh Church. Other

arguments equally futile and jefuitical follow. Bui the

above may fuffice.

Gods,
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Gods, who difpenfe to us what relates to them,

and contribute much towards procuring us their

favours. For they. celebrate faerirkes, and offer up

prayers, for all. And therefore it is juft to pay

them not lefs but rather more honour than to the

civil magiftrates. But if any one fiiould think that

the civil magiftrates are entitled to equal honour,

as they difcharge a kind of prieftly function, by

being guardians of the laws; yet no lefs refpeft

is due to the others. The Greeks advifed their

king to reverence a prieft *, though an enemy ;

and (hall we not reverence thofe who are our

friends, and who pray and facrifice for us ?

As my difcourfe has returned to the point from

which it digrefled, it is proper for me now to ex-

plain how a prieft ought to aft in order to be juftly

efteemed. As to what relates to ourfelves, that

need not here be difcuffed or examined.

As long as a prieft retains his rank, he fhould

be honoured and refpedted ; when he is wicked,
let him be degraded from the priefthood, and when
he is unworthy, defpifed. But as long as he facri-

fices, and makes libations, and attends on the Gods,
we ftiould behold him, as we do their moft valu-

able pofleffions, with regard and veneration. For

it is abfurd to love the (tones of which altars are

formed, on account of their being confecrated to

the Gods, and becaufe they are of fuch a fhape

* Horn. II. I. 23. Speaking of Chimes. Aafii P u
f r.x,

&c. The- pricft to reverence, &c.

and
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and figure as are fuitable to the holy office for

which they are intended ; and not to think a man,

who is dedicated to the Gods, worthy of honour.

Some perhaps may think that the fame honour is

alfo due to one who ab unjuftly, and is guilty

of many tranfgreffions in his holy office. Such a

one, I fay, Ihould be cenfured, left by hiswicked-

uefs he ihould offend the Gods ;
but till he has

been cenfured, let him not be defpifed. Nor is it

reafonable, having this opportunity, to deny not

fuch only, but thofe who deferve it, the honour

that is their due. Like a magiftrate, therefore, let

every prieft be refpefted, as this is the oracle of

the Didymcean God *
:

They whom depravity and folly lead

Tofcorn the priefts of heaven's immortal powers,

And to the wife intentions of the Gods

Their own vain thoughts contemptuoufly oppofe,

In fafety live not half their days, condemn'd

To perifh by th' eternal Gods, who deem

Their fervants honour facred as their own j.

And again, in another place, the God fays,

For all my fervants by deflru&ive vice, &c.

and declares, that for that he will inflift punifli

ments upon them. As there are many fuch fayings

*
Bidyma?an Apollo. This title was given to Apollo,

or the Sun, by reafon of his own light, and that which

he communicates to the Moon. Macrob. Sat. I. 17.

Others derive the name from a temple and oracle of

Apollo at Didyma in Miletus. See Strabo, Gcog, 1. xiv.

Pliny, and Lucian de Aftrologia.

f Julian quotes this oracle again in his Lxnd Epiftle.

of
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of the God, which may inftruft us how much we

ought to honour and venerate the priefthood, I will

difcufs them more fully on fome other occafion.

It may be fufficient at prefent, as I would fay no-

thing inconfiderately, to quote this prophecy and

mandate of the God in his own words. If any one

therefore thinks me in thefe matters an inftruftor

worthy of credit, let him revere and obey the God,

and pay diftinguifhed honour to the priefls.

What a prieil ought to be, I will now endeavour

to explain ;
not on your account (for had I not

been firmly perfuaded, not only by the teflimony

of our chief *, but by that of the fupreme Gods,

that you would ably difcharge this office, as far as

your will and inclination are concerned, I fhould

not have ventured to entrufl to you a work of fuch

importance) but that you may inftruCt others in

your neighbourhood, both in town and country,

by ilronger arguments, and with fuperior audio*

rity, as not being merely your private fentiments,

or your own practice only, but as being alfo my
opinion, who, in what relates to the Gods, feem to

be Supreme Pontiff
|, and though by no means

worthy

*
K*6nyifoj. Probably Mnximus, the perverter of Julian

to r.g-;ni'iin (iee p. 113. note *) whom, writing to

another pried (Epiftlc LX1II.) he calls by the fame

name,
"

K.O.V&,- *.:. k*y>.put, their common mailer;" and on
whole advice, in thefc ccclefiailical arrangements, it ap-

pear,; that he cluefly relied.

t It is revn.iikable, that Julian here does not exprefsly

ftyl !. .;.!! Sovereign Pontiff, but that "he feemed to be"

wtaij though Coniuntiue and the fucceeding Em-

perors
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worthy of fo high an office, yet ftudy to be fo,

and for that purpofe conftantly fupplicate the Gods.

Be allured, that they have given us great hopes

after death, and on them we may with confidence *

rely, as they are incapable of deceiving, not only

in fuch matters, but in any of the concerns of

human life. If, by their excellent power, they

can correct all the difturbances and monftrous

abufes that happen in this life, how much more

in the other (where the contending pans are dif-

united, the immortal foul being feparated, and

the body dead), will they be able to perform all

the promifes that they have made to mankind ?

Knowing therefore that the Gods have affigned to

their priefts great rewards, let us make thofe whofe

lives are conformable to their examples, which

ought to fpeak to the vulgar, fponfors in every

thing for their dignity. This we mud begin with

piety towards the Gods. Thus it becomes us to

minifter to them as fuppofing them prcfent and

feeing us (though we fee not them), and, with a

fight fuperior to every kind of fplendor, pene-

perors (as has been obferved by Spanheim, from ancient

marbles, coins, &c. Obf. ad Jul. Orat. I. p. 278.) retained

this dignity till the leign of Gratian.

Neither was Gallienus, as Spanheim aflerts, nor Clau-

dius, as others, the lail on whofe coins the titles of Pon-

tifex Maximus, and the tribunitial power, are recorded.

CLARKE.
* This is not fo much a Chaldaean, or an Hermetic, or

even a Platonic, as a Chriftian confidence. SFAXHEIM,

VOL. I. K tratin^
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trating our mod fecret thoughts *. That this is

not my fentiment, but that of God, expreffecl in

fcveral pafiages, it may be (efficient to {hew by one

inftance, which will eftablilh thefe two points,

that the Gods fee all things, and that they delight

in the pious:

Nothing efcapes the wide-extended beam

Of Phoebus ; folid rocks it penetrates,

And feas ccerulean ; nor the (tarry hoft

Eludes ir, through the firmament, untir'd,

Revolving, by neceffuy's wife law ;

Nor all the nations of the dead, beneath

Immers'd by Tartarus in (hades of night.

But not high Heaven delights me more than

goodnefs.

Therefore as every foul, efpechlly the human
|,

is more nearly connected with and allied to the

Gods than ftones or rocks, it is probable that the

eyes of the Gods can penetrate them with much

more eafe and efficacy. Obfcrve too the philan-

thropy of God, in faying, that he is
"

as much
"

delighted with thp thoughts of religious men,
" as with the purity of Olympus." Will he not

therefore raife the fouls of us all, who pioufly

approach him, from darknefs and from Tartarus?

* Thus the Pfalmift, Thou vnderjlanthjl my thought afar

tff, Thou art acquainted, with all my way*, &.C. FT. cxxxix.

*> 3-

f By this diftinftion, or preference, Julian fcems to fup-

pole that beatb alib h i\e foulf, as he mult allude to forac

beings inferior to the human.

For
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For he knows even thofe who are confined in Tar-

tarus, that not being exempted froir the divine

power. But to the pious, inftead of Tartarus, he

promifes Olympus *.

Above all, therefore, it is indifpenfibly necef-

fary for the prieits to be adtive in works of piety,

that they may approach the Gods with religious

awe f, and not fay or hear any thing that is

fhameful. For priefts ought not only to abftain

from all impure and immodeft practices, but alfo

from all fuch words and fights. Far, therefore,

from us be all licentious jefls, and all fcurrilous

difcourfe J. That you may more clearly under-

ftand my meaning, let no prieft read Archilochus
|f,

nor

* It it curious to hear a heathen philofopher thus in-

culcating the immortality, or future exiftence, of the foul,

the refurretion, &c. But, as the woman of Samaria faid to

our Lord, tfa well is deep ; and Julian, like her, had nothing
to draw with but what he borrowed from Chriftianity.

Where, for inftance, did he learn, that " the pious arc
'*

promifed Olympus !" Virgil, improving on Homer,

fpeaks only of Elyfian fields, or pleafant earthly manlions^
locos Itrtoj, et amcena vireta, &c. in which fages and heroes

were placed after death. But that the juft (hall be

caught up into heaven, or are promifed Olympus, that

where God himfelf is, there they Jball be alfo, was brought to

light by the gofpd
f Thus the Pfalmift, Serve the Lord with fear ,

and rejoict

viitb trembling^ Pfalm ii. i \ .

I Thus St. Paul, Neitherfilthinefe, norfoolijb talking^ nor

Jtjiing) which are not convenient^ 8cc. Eph, V. 4.

|| Julian characterises the poetry of Archilochus in l.if

vnth oration. He was the firft inventor of Iambics.

Arcbiiocbum proprio rabies armuvit lantbo^

Archilochus by rage
Was with his own Iambic arm'd,

a> Horace exprefTes it, in which he wrote fo fercrely againft

K. 2 Lycamb;8,
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nor Hipponax *, nor any other writer of that clafs:

let him ulfo avoid every thing that has the fame

tendency in the old Comedy -j-.
Much preferable

and more fuitable to us is the fludy of philofophy

Lycambes, who had prom-ifed him his daughter in marriage,
but gave her to another, that he hanged himfetf. His

poems are now loft.

* A witty poet of Ephefus, whofe Iambics are faid to

have had the fame tragical effect as thofe of Archilochus.

They are alfo loft.

How little Julian obferved this rule hrmfelf will be evi-

dent to any one from feveral of his works, in which he

more than once alludes to the fayings both of Archilochus

and the old comic poets, but particularly from the Cadars

and the Mifopogon, which are not only ieafoned with far-

calms and jokes, but alfo abound with feoffs more cutting
and fevere than any of the Iambics of Archilochus or Hip-

ponax. So that what Cyril faid, in his books againft him,
was not undeferved, that " he ftudiouily covets the reputa-
*' tion of great and, various erudition," SPANHEIM.

j

1 The old Comedy was fo called on account of the

alterations that happened afterwards, and which occafioned

three forts of comedy; the old, the middle, and the new.

The old, in which there was nothing fictitious, either in

the fubjecl, or in the names of the actors : The middle,
where the fubjefts were not fictitious ; they were true hif-

tories, but the names we"re invented : And the new, in

which every thing was feigned } the poets invented not

only the fubjec'ts, but alfo the names. Eupolis, Cratinus,
and Ariftophanes, [all mentioned by Horace, 1. i. fat. 4.. i.J

^are the three greatcft poets of the old comedy, and were

contemporary, about 400 years before our Saviour. The

liberty which they took of naming notorious offenders,
fuch as Cleon, Hyperbolus, Cleophantes, &c. they often

abufed ; Cratinus did not fpare even the great Pericles, and

Ariilophanes refpeclecl not the wifdom of Socrates. Not
contented with making men's actions the fubjecls of their

pieces, they reprefentcd their faces to the life by means of

masks, which were made to refemble them. DACIER.
How clofeiy Foote, the modern Ariilophanes, trod in the

fteps of thefe ancients is notorious.

alone,
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alone, of thofe fedts efpecially which boaft the

Gods as the firft promulgers of their doftrine, fuch

as thqfe of Pythagoras *, Plato, and Ariftorle, and

alfo thofe who follow Chryfippus f and Zeno .

Not that we fnould liften to all, or to the tenets

of them all, but to thofe tenets only which are

productive of piety : and as to the God?, thefe

teach us, firft, that they are ; fecondly, that they

regard things below \ and laflly, that they do not

the lead evil to men or others, or are envious,

fianderous, or contentious, as has been related by
our poets, but for which they are defpifed, while

the Jevvifh prophets, for ftrongly aflerting the

fame, are admired by thofe wretches who adhere

to the Galileans
(j.

To us thofe hiflories are moft

fuitable which relate real facts ; but let tiiofe fic-

tions, which the ancients have compofed in 'he

form of hiftories, be avoided ;
fuch as love-tales,

* See p. 21. f See p. 8, t See p. 39.

Thus St. Paul be that cometb to Gnd rr.ufl believe that

be is, and that he is a re-carder of them that
diligentlyfetk bint.

Heb. xi. 6.

\]
The fentiments of Julian were exprefled in x fU'le of

farcaftic wit, which inflicts a deep and deadly \vound when-
ever it iflues from the month of a Ibvereign. As he wajr

fenlible that the Chriilians gloried in the name of their

Redeemer, he countenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the ufe

of the lefs honourable appellation ot Galileans. GIB} ox.
- There might be a mixture of policy m it too, ^s I

ing the efficacy of a nicki-name to render a profelfion ri

diculous. LABLETERIE.
This nick-name, however, did riot originate wit i J ;an.

Epiftetus gave the Chriftians the lame uppe!';uion near 300

years before. See his Dilcouries IV. 2. &c.

K 3 and
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and every thing in that ft rain. As all ways

* arc

not proper for a pried {-,
but require being point-

ed out to him, neither does every kind of reading

fuit him. For the mind is affefled by books , and

the paffions, being foon raifed, on a fudden burft

forth into a dreadful flame. Againft this }
I think

?

we (hould watchfully guard long before.

Let no admittance be given to the doftrine of

Epicurus , nor to that of Pyrrho . The Gods

indeed

'* This refers to the " Sacred Way," a ftreet in Rome
fo called, becaufe the priefts went that way on the ides of

each month to facrifice. Horace met his Impertinent in it.

Ibam forte via facra, &c. /. t. Sat. 9.

f-
As to this mftitution there is a remarkable paflage of

Athenaeus, at the end of his fixth book, where he treats

of the remains of ancient frugality and parfimony, which
were ftill retained in the offices of religion :

" We walk in

fome prefcribed and appointed ways ; we carry [in our

proceffions] and repeat in our prayers what we are en-

joined, and in our facrifices we aft with fimplicity and

oeconomy For we wear nothing more than nature re-

quires, either next to our bodies, or in our outward

garments ; our cloaths and our (hoes are cheap, and the

velfels with which we miniftgr arc of earth or brafs."

PETAU.

J Epicurus, the difciple of Xenocrates and Ariftotle,

fuppofed the world to be formed by chance, or a fortuitous

concouiie of atoms. He maintained alfo that pieafure was
the end of man, of which he conftituted fenfe the judge.
He denied the natural relation of mankind to each other,

taught irreligion and injuitice, and his principles led to

Opprefiion, adultery, and murder, in the opinion of Epic*
tt us and others

Pyrrho, the founder of the fe& of the Pyrrhooids [or

Sceptic?] was born at Elis, and flourifhed about the time

of Al< x: ,>d( r. [He was contemporary alfo wit-h Epicurus
anti Theojihi. PXK.] He held, that there is no difference

between juft and unjuil, good and evil
j that all things are

equally
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indeed have wifely aboliftied them, many of fair

writings being loft *
; but it cannot be improper to

mention them,for the fake of example, to fliew what

kind of books the priefts ought principally to fliun.

And if books, much rather {hould thoughts, b:

avoided. For the guilt of the mind, and that of

equally indifferent, uncertain, and undifiinguiihible ; that

neither our fenfes nor underftanding give us either a true

or a falfe information : therefore, that we ought to give
them no credit, but to remain without opinion, without

motion, without inclination ^ and to lay of every thing,
that it no more is than it is not; that it is no more one

thing than another ; and that againft one reafon there is

always an equal reafon to be oppofed. His life is laid to

have been conformable to his principles ; for that he never

avoided any thing; and his friends were obliged to follow

him, to prevent his running under the wheels of a coach,
or walking down a precipice. But thele (lories perhaps are

nothing but mere invention, formed to expofe the abfur-

ditiesof his fyftem. Once, when he faw his matter An-
axarchus fallen into a ditch, he patted by him, without

ottering him any affiitance. Anaxarchus was confident

enough with his principles not to itifier Pyrrho to be blamed
for this tranquil behaviour ; which he juftified, as a laudable

inftance of indifference, and want of affection. A fine

picture this of fceptical friendfhip !

For a more complete account of the fyftem of Pvrrho,
fee Diogenes Laertius, in his life ; and Lipfius ManuduR.
ad Stoic. Pbilofopb. 1. ii. dif. 3. Mrs. CARTER.

* The exultation of Julian that thefe impious fects, and
even their writings, are extinguithed, may be confident

enough with the facerdotal character ; but it is unworthy
of a philofopher to with that ;:ny opinions, and argument*
the moll repugnant to his own, {hould be concealed from
the knowledge of mankind. GIBSON.
" With the facerdotal character, of a Pagan or a Papifr,

' fuch exultation may be coniiftent ;" but i'urely not wi.h
that of a Protcftant, who is taught to "

\ rove all th.ng ,"
and whole fecelMon from the church of Ro.ne was gr^unU'.d
on freedom of enquiry, and juftified by real'o.j.

K
4- the
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the tongue, are not, in my opinion, of an equal

dye ; but the mind ihould in the firft place be

guarded, as by it the tongue is taught to offend.

The hymns therefore of the Gods fliould be

learned, which are many and beautiful, compofed

both by ancients and moderns ; and chiefly thofe

which are fung in the temples. For mod of them

the Gods have by ^applications been induced to

deliver ; though fome, the effufions of divine infpi-

ration, and of fouls inacceflible to evil, have been

made by iren in honour of the Gods. Thefe de-

ferve to be ftudied
; and the Gods Ihould fre-

quently be addreffed, in private as well as in

public ; generally three times a day; or, at lead,

at the dawn, and in the evening. Nor is it proper

for a pried to pafs a whole day and night without

a facrifice ; for as the dawn is the beginning of

the day, fo is the evening of the night ; and

therefore it is reafonable to offer the firft-fruits, as

it were, cj both thefe intervals to the Gods when

we reft from our prieftly fun&ion. The rites that

are performed, in the temples are performed in

obedience to the laws of our country, and neither

more nor lefs is required than they prefcribe.

Thefe are the property of the Gods. Therefore to

render them the more propitious, we fhould

imitate their nature : And indeed if we confided

of fouls only, as the body would then be no ob-

(Iruftion to us, it might be proper to prefcribe a

particular mode of life to the priefts. But fince

the
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the priefts do not merely confift of fouls *, that

which they are to fludy in the time of their mi*

niftratibn is not the whole of their employment.

What then is allowable to one who is appointed

to the pried ly office at the feafons when he is not

engaged in his facred vocation ? I am of opinion

that a prieft fhould in every refpeft be immaculate,

both by night and day ; that he fhould purify

himfelf every night with thofe luftrations that our

ordinances require; and that he fliould confine him-

felf within the precincts of the temple as many days

as the laws enjoin. To us at Rome thirty days -j-

are commanded
;

other places differ. All thofe

days he fhould refide, I think, and philofophife in

the temple; and not go either home, or to the

forum
;
nor fee even a magiftrate, except in the

temple ; but take upon himfelf the fuperintendence

of divine worfaip, and infpeft and regulate the

whole. Thofe days being completed, when ano-

ther has fucceeded to his office, and he returns to

the ordinary bufmefs of life, let him freely refort

*
Something here is wanting ;

I have fupplied it by
conje&ure.

f It is remarkable that the leafl reficknce enjoined by
their local ftatutes to the prebendaries in mcft of our
cathedrals confifts of exactly the fame number of days, viz.

thirty. But their "
ftrift reiidence," as it is called, being

in general indifpeniible, of twenty-one days in continuum
,.

is much lefs ftridt than that of thefe Pagan piiefts, as it i

fatisfied by tKeir appearing in their flails once every day,
k and deeping in their houies every night. Thirty days re-

iidence being enjoined (as above) at Rome to every prieft,

the number allotted to each temple rauft have been twelve

4t leaft.

to
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to the houfes of his friends, and, when he is in-

vited, to the entertainments, not indeed of all, but

of perfons whofe characters are refpectable. At

fuch times alfo there is no indecorum in his going,

bu.t rarely, to the forum ; or in vifiting the duke *

and prsefe&
* of the province, and to the utmofl

of His power relieving theindigent.

Let me add, that I think it becoming for the

priefts to wear in the temple, during their mini-

ftration, a moft magnificent habit, but out of it a

common plain drefs. For it is abfurd to pervert

what is given us in honour of the Gods to the pur-

pofes of pride and vanity. And therefore in' the

forum we fhould renounce our coftly veftments,

and totally relinqui(h all oftentation. The Gods,

admiring the modefty of Amphiaraus, though they

had doomed that army to deftrucYion, in which,

apprifed of this decree, he ferved, and therefore

his fate was inevitable, removed him from this life

to another, and gave him a divine inheritance. For

when all the chiefs who befieged Thebes infcribed

devices on their fhields
-j-

before they were forged,

and- thus erefted trophies, as it were, on the ca-

lamities of the Cadmeans
J, this converfer with the

Gods went on that expedition with armour unin-

w The military and civil commanders, the general and
the governor. The former was ftyled r,>Ef*w, or dux.

f The oftentatious devices, or armorial bearings of thcfc

chief?, may be feen in .-Efchylus.

J The Thebans, fo called from Cadmus, the fuppofed
founder of their ciry.

3 fcribed,
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icribcd *, fo that even his enemies attefted his

clemency and moderation. Priefts therefore, I

think, fhould [imitate his example f], in order to

infure the favour of the ~Gods. For we offend

them not a little by expofing to the populace the

facred vefttnents, and improperly divulging them

to the public view as a wonderful fight. From

whence it happens, as we are approached by many
who are impure, that the fymbols of the Gods arc

defiled. But for us to wear the habit, and not to

lead the lives, of piiefts, is in itfelf a iummary

* Thus jEfchylus, in his Seven Chiefs againft Thebes,

with awful port the prophet
Advanc'd his ma fly (hield, the (hining orb

Bearing no imprefs ; for his generous foul

Wiflies to be, not to appear, the bed
;

And from rhe culture of his modeft worth

Bears the rich fruit of great and glorious deeds. POTTER.
As this modeft and amiable augur was fighting bravely,

the earth opened beneath him, and he descended alive to

the infernal regions, with all his arms, and in his chariot.

Statins has exerted the utmoft fof-ce of his genius in de-

fcribing this righteous hero. Ibid.

Amphiarans wearing his fhield entirely plain is ac-

counted for in the fame manner by Euripides, who has imi-

tated the above, in his Phoenician Virgins:
. . no unfeemly pride
In his armorial bearings was exprefs'd,
But on his modeft buckler there appear'd
A vacanr field. WODHULL,
Homer ftyles him, OdyfT. xv. 245.
The people's laviour, and divin^y . i e,

Belov'd by Jove and him who gilds the Ikies TOPE, 274.

f* By Jove," fays Euftathius,
" becaufe he was a King,

and by Apollo, becaufe he was a prophet."

}
Seme fuch words are wanting here in the original.

EJJ'i quam v.dtrt,

of
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of every tranfgreffion, and the greateft contempt

of the Gods. On that therefore I will be more

particular.

I addrefs you on this fubjeft, as I deem you a

model. At obfcene theatrical entertainments let

not a pried by any means be prefent ;
nor admit

them in his own houfe ; as nothing can be more

unbecoming. And if fuch exhibitions could be

totally banifhecl from the ftage, and if all houfes

could be kept pure from Bacchus *, I would ufe

my utmoft endeavours to effecl: fuch a reform. But

as I think this fcarce poffible, and, if it were, that

it might not be expedient, I have abandoned that

vain purfuit. I think it, however, highly proper

for priefts to abfent themfelves from theatres, and

to leave their lafcivioufnefs to the people. Let no

prielt therefore enter the theatre, nor form a

friendly connection with any actor, or charioteer *f-,

and

* That his own "
cup" was "

temperate" we have not

only his own word (Epift. XLVI.) but that of his con-

temporaries. 'What he praclifed he had therefore a right
to preach. St. Paul, in like manner, teaches his bifhops
and deacons to be not riven to wine, to be lovers of bcj'pitality%

lovers of good men, /'?(/?, holy, temperate, Sec And, though
omitted here, Julian directs his pricfts alfo to be no Jlrikers,
in a particular Fpiftle ('he Lxndl on that iubje<5t.

+ Thole who drove the chariots in the Circenfian or

public games, whole company, like that of our black Ie-rs
y

was ftiunned by all v/ho had a regard for their ow-n repu-
tation. Nero therefore could not more effectually degrade
his own character than by alTuming that. Had he been a

Britifti priuce, he would have rid his own ho ribs at New-
market, or driven a ftagc-coach on the road. Aclors were

viewed by Julian, and the lovers' of decorum, in the lame

difgracc-
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and let no dancer or mimic approach his door. I

allow the priefts to go only, if they pleafe, to the

facred games ; provided they are thofe at which

women are forbidden not only to enter the lifts *,

but to be prefent. As to the hunting-matches which

are exhibited in fome cities within the theatres
-f-,

need I fay, that from them not merely the priefts,

but even their fons, fhould be excluded I

difgraceful light. Though ./Efopus in extravagance might
rival Cleopatra, neither he nor Rofcius was deemed, like

our Garrick, a companion for pnefts and fenators,
*

Juvenal (Sat. I.) mentions the women in his time as

ambitious of (hewing their courage in encountering wild

beads, though with the forfeiture of their modefty.

Cum - Mtevia Tufcum

Figat cprum, &c.

When the mannifh whore

Shakes her broad fpear againft the Tufcan boar.

DRYDEN.

Martial compliments the emperor Domitian on the fame

account ;
and the women are expofed by Juvenal (Sat. VI.)

for engaging even as gladiators. KENNET.

f The Jrcnatio dlrfftlonis
teems to have been an inftitution

of the later Emperors. The middle part of the Circus

being let all over with trees, removed thither by main

force, and failened to huge planks, which were laid on the

ground ; theie, being covered with earth and turf, repre-
fented a natural foreft, into which the beafts being let from

the caveat, or dens under ground, the people at a fign

given by the Emperor fell to hunting them, and carried

away what they killed to regale upon at home. The beafts

ufually given were boars, deer, oxen, and fheep. Ibid.

The amphitheatral beafts fometimes broke loofe from

their dens, and made great havock in the city, as is men-
tioned by Pliny, Ammianus, and others.

For fimilar hunting-matches in the Greek amphitheatres
bears find panthers were provided, as Julinn mentions in

fy's
xxxvth Epifile, for the Argives.

I fiiould
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I fliould perhaps have previoufly mentioned

from whence, and how, the prietb fliould be

chofen. But there is no impropriety in making

this the clofe of my difcourfe. Let them confifl

of perfons of the beft characters in every city.

In the firft place, they (hould be ardent lovers of

the Gods; and, fccondly, of mankind alfo*; of

the poor as well as the rich. As to that, let no.dif-

tincTion be made between the noble and the mean.

For he whom his modefty fequefters is by no

means to be rejected on account of the obfcurity

of his merit. Therefore, though a man be poor,

or a Plebeian, if he have thefe two endowments,

love towards the Gods, and love towards men *,

let him be elected into the priefthood. His love

towards the Gods will appear by his inflrucling

his family in religious duties ; and his love

towards men by his diftributing from a little

liberally -j*
to the neceffitous, by giving with a

willing mind, and endeavouring to do as much

good as poffible. But this part requires the ut-

moft attention, as fome preventive remedy muft be

provided.

* What are thefe but the two Chriftian commandments,
the love of God and of our neighbour, on which, fays our

Saviour, bang ail the lavj and the prophets ?

f Thus Tobit, IV. 8. If tbou hafi abundance
, give alms

accordingly : if tbou have but a
little^ be not afraid to give ac-

cording to that little.

Obferving,
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Obferving, I fuppofe, that our priefh negleft

the poor *, the impious Galileans have adopted

this philanthropy, and on the femblance of this

duty have founded a moft enormous crime ; like

thofe who allure children with cakes, which hav-

ing given them twice or thrice, they inveigle them

from their parents, and, conveying them on (hip-

board, fell them in diftant countriesj and thus

for a tranfient fweet the remainder of their lives

is imoittered -f . In the fame manner, they, be-

* The author muft have known, Trom the facred books
which he read as lecturer in the church ,of Nicomedia,
that this was an unfair reprefentation, and that the Chril-

tinns had a prior and much more cogent obligation in their

divine law, \vhofe chnrn&eriftic is philanthropy and uni

verial benevolence. But he is not alhamed full to plunder
and then to revile it.

f He infinuates, that the Chriftians, under the pretence
of charity, inveigled children fron* their religion and pa-

rents, conveyed them on fhip-board, and devoted thofe

viftims to a life of poverty or fervitude, in a remote

country. Had this charge been proved, it yas his duty not

to complain but to punifh. GIBBOX.

Though [ Live tranfcribed this note, T. cannot alTent to

the coniiruclion which the ingenious writer has put upon
the ieiuimcnrs of Julian in the iirft part of ir. The " in-

veigling of children," (above-mentioned) I apprehend to

be only (as I have tr.muai.ed it)
"

by way of iimilc ;" nor

is it i"ajd or implied that Chriftians only were che inveiglers.
The hmile, as ufual, begins with fio-wip (" As") and the

application is made by To WTO auloi Topiro (" They, in
' like manner") fo that the charge againft the Chrhtians

is confined to their charity and miniflration to the poor

(Forgive them this wrong f
)

for which indeed (as above

remarked) Julian ailigns an unworthy and diiingenuout

motive, qualified by a "
fuppofe'

1

(o,u) which he could

not really
"

fuppofe" to be true. J'-'ir. ready as he \v:i$

to calumniate the faithful, Irt us not impute to him

charges which he never brought.

giiv.
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ginning with what they call a love-feaft, and a

hofpital *, and the miniftry of tables f (for, as the

work, fo alfo is the word, frequent among them),

pervert the faithful to impiety J.
* * * * * *

* '*
Hofpital" (wnJbjflO I have here reftored to its ori-

ginal fenfe, as derived from hofpitium, a fenfe which, from

the difufe of fuch charitable foundations for age and want,

independently of accidents and difeafes, feems almoft loft

amongfl us, the term being now generally confined to

receptacles for cafualty and ficknefs. But the hofpitals

eflabliflied by our anceftors, in the true primitive fpirit of

the gofpel, at and near Canterbury, at Guildford, Croydon,
&c. which are ftill in being, were appropriated, in the

former fsnfe, to the lodging and relief of the old and ne

ceffitous.

f- Aaxoa? rfKKiZw. The fame expreffion is ufed by St.

Luke, in Afts vi. 2.

From hence it appears, as has been related by Ter-

tullian and others, that, on account chiefly of the poor,
thofe common tables, common banquets, x.<nvut rgainfa,
xovai ivuKUH, as the ancient teachers of the Chriftians after-

wards called them, [rrtffprinted ivxuzinti. See Athenaeus,
/. vin. r. 16.] were furnifhed by the rich. And alfo, as

is mentioned by Theophanes, that xenodochia^ or receptacles,
were built for Deceiving any foreign poor, whether Gen-
tiles or Chriftians ; and in the fame place he informs us of
the certain quantity of corn which was diftributed in the

province of Galatia for the relief of Grangers and the poor.
SPANHEIM.

\ The Fragment here ends abruptly. Other charges,

equally abfurd, might perhaps follow ; though, as this is

flyled the "
clofe" of it (TJ Aoys **{) it could not be

much longer.

THE
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JULIAN.T T is the fisifon of the Saturnalia f ;
the

3

"'

-*- God therefore allows us to be merry;

but as I have no talent for the ludicrous, I am

inclined, my friend, to blend \vifdom vvirh mirth.

I-' zii END.

*
Julian compofed this fntire after he was Emp.erpr.

I woiild lay, that the friend with whom he converfes was

cither Salluft the Second, or Salluft prefect of Gaul, if

the fatire of the Caefars were the fame as the work, t-u-

titled, The Saturnalia, as' he teems to fay himfclf (Oi-cf.

IV.) that he had adclrcffed that to Sulluft. But a paflrfge

in the Saturnalia, quoted by buidas, and which is not in

the Crefars, proves that they were different works. [T!i:it

paflage is as follows: " But we believe Empcdotimus J
" and Pythagoras, and what, derived from them, has btva
*' delivered by Heraclides ^ of Pon f

us, and was lately
" communicated to us by that excellent hierophant
"

Jamblichu?."] It is needlcfs to add that the word

Caf.tr here means Emptrnr. Even after that nnme had

been appropriated to a new digiiity, the AuguiH ftill re-

rained it, 'though thofe -,vho were only Cirlars never bore

the name of Emperors of Augulti. ,LA BI.ETERIE.

Julian i-!,mpr.ied this fatire m the winter th;u he fpent
at Conftantinople. SUIDAS.

I He wrote on Natural Hiftory.

Julian iiifMions him ailb in trie Fnpmem, by the nam of " the greaf

rmpedoiimns," and chiles him wiih Sucrates and Dioi:, as being u;, u!
:

ly

tout to d-a;h.

A nativi-. of Keraclea in Pontu, a hearer of Plto and Ar^otle. He

left feveml works, enumerate hy Du.j-.-nes L/Jrtius, but all now lolh A
litila tic.-tif>

" on Comirnj.iv.--jk(,'." i hov.evfi afcribed to him.

VOL. I. L The
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FRIEND. Can any one, Csefar, be fo abfurd as

to joke ferioufly ? I always thought that this was

intended only for relaxation, and to alleviate care.

JUL.

The book of Henry Stephens, preferred in the London

library, mentions, in the Catalogue of his books, EI^S-OS-JOI,

r, Kpvia, (" The Banquet, or Saturnalia,") and does ntft

name the Cxfars. PETAU.
The philolbphical fable, which Julian compofed under

the name of the Cxfars, is one of the moft agreeable and

inftrtiiStive productions of ancierft wit. Spanheim, in his

preface, has moft learnedly difcufled the etymology, origin,

relemblance, and difagreement of the Greek Sutyrs^ a

dramatic piece, which was acted after the tragedy, and the

Latin Satires (from Satura), a mifcellaneous compoiition,
either in profe or vcrfe. But the Caefars of Julian are of

fuch an original caft, that the critic is perplexed to which

clafs he fliould afcribe them. The value of this agreeable

compofition is enhanced by the rank of the author. A
, prince who delineates with freedom the vices and virtues of

his predeceffors, fubfcribes, in every line, the cenfure, or

approbation, of his own conduct. GIBBON.
Thus agreeable, and thus infiruc"tive, it feems extra-

ordinary that this fliould be the firft attempt (at lead I

know of no other) to tranllate the Ca-iars into Englifh.

j-
The festivals of Saturn were inftituted in the conful-

fliip of Sempronius Atratinus, aiul Minucius ; or, accord-

ing to others, in that of Titus Lartins. Others make
them commence in the time of Janus, king of the Abo-

rigines, who received Saturn in Italy, furvived him, and

placed him among the Gods. The better to represent that

peace and abundance which were enjoyed in the reign of
that God, thefe feilivals paired in entertainments and re-

joicings. The Romans quitted the toga, and appeared in

public in an undrcfs. They fent prelents to each other as

on new-yeai's day. Games of chance, forbidden at other

times, were then allowed, the fenatc adjourned, the bu-
lineis of the bar ceafed, and the fchools were (hut. The
children proclaimed the feitival by running through the

tfretts, and crying lo Saturnalia. In ancient times it was
held ou the ijth of December, according to the year of

Numa,
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JUL. You are in the right ; but that is by n<j

means ray difpofiton; as I hate never been ad-

dicted to feoffs, fatire, or ridicule. In order, how-

ever, to comply with the ordinance of the God,

(hall I, by way of amu Cement, repeat to you a

fable, which you will not perhaps be difpleafed

to hear ?

FRIEND. You will oblige me. For I am fo far

from defpifing fables, that I value thofe which

have a moral tendency, being of the fame opinion

with you, and your, or rather our, Plato, who has

difcuffed many ferious fubjec~ls in fiftions.

JUL. True.

FRIEND. But what, and whofe, fliall it be?

JUL. Not an ancient one, like thofe of ^Efop,

but a fi&ion from Mercury. This I will repeat to

you as I received it from that God, and whether

it contain truth, or falfhood blended with truth, I

will leave you to judge when you have heard it.

FRIEND. Enough, and more than enough, of

preface. One would think you were going to de-

liver an oration rather than a fable. Now then

proceed to the difcourfe itfelf.

Numa, and continued only one day. Julius Csefar, when
he reformed the calendar, added two days to that month,
which were inferted before the Saturnalia, and given to

that feftival. Auguftus afterwards added to it a fourth day,
and the Emperor Caius a fifth, named Juvenalia. In thefc

five days was included that which was appropriated to the

wormip of Rhea, called Opalla. There was afterwards

celebrated for two days the feftival in honour of Pluto,

called SiglUaria (or feaft of ftatues) from fome fmall

images Jfcat were-offcred to that God. All thefe feftivals were

appendages to the Saturnalia, which thus lafted feven whole

day, from the J5th to the sift of December. SANADON.

L 2 JUL.
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Jut. Attend.

Romulus, facrificing at the Saturnalia, invited

all the Gods, and Caefars alfo, to a banquet.

Couches were prepared for the reception of tke

Gods'on the fummit of heaven, on

Olympus, the firm manfion of th' Immortals *".

Thither, it is faid, like Hercules, Quirinus af-

cended. For thus, in compliance with the rnmour

of his divinity, we' mud flyle Romulus. Belo'w

the moon, in the higheft region of the air, a

repaft was given to the Csefars. Thither they

were wafted, and there they were buoyed up, by
the lightnefs of the bodies with which they were

invefted, and the revolution of the moon. Four

couches -j~,
of exquifite workmanihip/were fpread

tor the luperior Deities. That of Saturn was

formed of poiiftied ebony, which reflected fuch a

divine luftre as was infupportable. For on view-

ing this ebony the eye was as much dazzled by the

cxcefs of light, as it is by gazing ftedfaftly on the

fun. Thar of Jupiter was more fplendid than

fdver, and too white to be gold, but whether this

fliould be called deflrum J, or what other name

fhould

*
Odyff. vi. 42.

t The Roman mode of reclining, at their meals, on
beds o r couches, is too well known to need explanation.

Every couch held three.
* Pure gold was in life to the days of Alexander Sevcrus,

who permitted a fifth part of filver to be mixed with four

parts of gold. This they called chftrum
; and, in confc-

quencc of his regulations, medals were confecrated to him
as the reilorer of the coin : a coir.pliiuent due with equal

juibee
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fhould be given it, Mercury, though he had en-

quired of the metallifts, could not precifely in-

form me.

On each fide of them fat on golden thrones the

mother and the daughter, Juno near Jupiter, Rhea

near Saturn. On the beauty of the Gods Mercury
did not deicant ; as that, he faid, tranfcended my
faculties, and was impoffible for him to exprefs.

For no terms level to my comprehenilon, however

eloquent, could fufficiently extol or do juftice to

the inimitable beauty of the Gods.

Thrones, or couches, were prepared for all the

other Deities, according to their feniority. As to

this, there was no difagreement ; for, as Homer,

inftrufted, no doubt, by the Mufes themselves,

obferves,
" each God has his own throne affigned

"
him, where he is firmly and immoveably fixed *"

When therefore they rife at the entrance of their

Father, they never confound or change their

feats, or infringe on thofe of others. Every one

knows his proper ftation.

Thus all the Gods being feated in a circle,

Silenus f fondly placed himfelf near young and

beautiful

juftice to the providence of the prefent moft auguft Sove-

reign of Great Britain
; who, in this and many other re-

fpecls, may be compared to that moft excellent and virtuous

Emperor. CLARKE.

Julian (as will be obferved in the fcquel) has not done

juftice to this prince.
*

I do not recolleA this pafTage in Homer, nor has the

Index of Seberus enabled me to find it.

f The mixed character of Sileaus is finely painted
in the

fixth eclogue of Virgil. GiBf.ox.

L 3
Servius
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beautiful Bacchus (who was clofe to his father

Jupiter), as his fofter-father and governor, di-

verting the God, who is a lover of mirth and

laughter, with his facetious and farcaftic fayings.

As foon as the table was fpread for the Caefars,

the firft who appeared was JULIUS CJESAR. Such

was his paffion for glory, that he feemed willing

to contend for dominion with Jupiter himfelf. Si-

lenus, obferving him, faid,
"

Behold, Jupiter, one

" who has ambition enough to endeavour to de-

" throne you : He is, you fee, ftrong and hand-

*

fome, and, if he refembles me in nothing elfe,

** his head, at leaft, is certainly the fellow of

< mine *."

Amidft thefe jokes of Silenus, to which the

Gods paid little attention, OCTAVIANUS entered.

He affumed, like a camelion, various colours, at

firft appearing pale, then black, dark, and cloudy f,

and,

Servius remarks that Virgil took the hint of his Silenus

from Theoporripus. According to our ideas of the Heathen

Gods, the part affigned to him by Julian feems rather

ttiore fuitable to Momus.
* It fhould be remembered that Silenus was reprefcnted

very fhort, flat-nofed, with large eyes, and a fat paunch.
Cafar, on the contrary, was tall, well-made, and of a

genteel fliape. His aquiline nofe, his piercing eyes, and

his noble air feemed to announce the matter of the world.

But he was bald, like Silenus, which fo much concerned

him, that of all the diilin&ions that were laviflied upon him

by the Roman fenate and people, none, it is faid, gave him
more pleafure than that of always wearing a crown of

laurel. LE BLETERIE.

f This marks the various characters which the policy of

Augustus knew bow to aflume, as occafion required ; the

fupple-
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and, at laft, exhibiting the charms of Venus and

the Graces. In the luftre of his eyes he feemed

willing ro rival the fun *
; nor could any one en-

counter his looks. '*
Strange \" cried Siienus ;

" what a changeable creature >s this ! what mif-

** chief will he do us!" ' Ceafe trifling,' faid Apollo,
'

after I have configned him to Zeno, I will ex-

' hibit him to you pure as gold. Hark ye,' added

he to that philofopher ;

*

Zeno, undertake the care

' of my pupil f.' He, in obedience, fuggefting to

fupplenefs with which he cringed at firft to the republicah

party, his cruelty in the profcription, &c. his conduct

compounded both of good and evil till he had deftroyed
the Triumvirs his collegues ; and, lailly, the gcntlenefs
and equity of his government when he was abfolute matter.

On his death-bed he aflced his friends, whether he haft

performed his pnrt well in the world ; ecquld Us vldcretur

mimum vita comnio<Te tranfegijjt
? He might have been an

fwered, that the actor was inimitable, and that the piece
would have been applaudad without 'exception, if its be-

ginning had been lefs tragical. Ib'uh

* Thefe particulars are found in Suetonius :
" His

"
eyes were bright and lively, and he affefted to have it

u
thought there was a certain divine vigour in them, and

44 was wonderfully pleafed, if any one, when he looked
"

earneflly upon him, turned down his eyes to the ground,
" as at the luitre of thje fun." Suet. Aug. c. 79. Ibid.

This image employed by Julian, in his ingenious fiction,

is juft and elegant ; but when he conliders this change of

character as real, and afcribes it to the po\ver of philo*

ibphy, he does too much honour to the power of philo-

fophy and to Octavius. GIBBON.

f It is pretended that the converfation of the philofo-

phers, in particular that of Athenodorus the Stoic, con-

tributed greatly to corre& the faults of Auguihis. Atheno-
dorus fliall be mentioned in theclofe of thefe remarks. Let

it be obferved, by the way, that Julian places the philo-

ibphers in heaven, with the exception, nr> doubt, of Epi-
curus and Pyrrho,whofe tenets he<Jetefied. L.\ BLK.-IKRIEI

L 4 him
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him a very few precepts, as if he had muttered

the incantations of Zamolxis, foon rendered him

wife and virtuous.

The third who approached was TIBERIUS, with

a grave but fierce afpect, appearing at once both

wife and martial. As he turned to fit down, his

back difplayed" feveral fears, fome cauteries and

fores, fevere ftripcs and bruifes, fcabs and tumours,

imprinted by lull and intemperance. Silenus then

faying,
" Far difFrent now thou feemeft than before *",

in a much more ferious tone,
* Why fo grave, my

1 dear?' faid Bacchus. " That old fatyr,
"

replied
"

he, has teni-ied me, and made me inadvertently
"

quote a line of Homer." ' Take care that he
' does not alfo pull your ears,' faid Bacchus;

'
for

'

thus, it is faid, he treated a certain[graramarian f .'

He

*
AX?.;i:< y-i, if/vE, avr,c vior rt ro trotgoiQu.

Tins is what Telemachus fays, in the xvith book of the

Ociyiley, to his father Ulvllcs, whom he did not yet

kno.v, and in whole outward appearance Minerva had juft

wrought a meUMnorphofis. LA BLETERIE.
"

Before," in Englifli, is as equivocal as 7ra^oSs, m
(.'reck. This the French tranilator, as he oblerves, could

rot retain, ituparavant not fignifying the fame as par
t.-'-.-itn!.

\
This fact is unknown. But we know that Tiberius had

;ir his table fome men of learning (they were at that time

d iiin^uiihed by the name of grammarians), whom he

delighted to cir.banr.is by frivolous and abfurd queftions.
He afkcd them, for inftance, who was the mother of He-
cuba ; whut name Achilles bore at the court of Lyco-
medcs ;

what the Sirens lung, &c. Thofe who had the

mi fortune to diipieale this tyrant did not always efcape fo

well as he whom Julian mentions. As the questions of

Tiberius
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" He had better," returned Silenus,
" bemoan

" himfelf in his folkary ifland (meaning Caprece)
** and tear the face of iome miierableflftierman *."

While they were thus joking, a dreadful

monfter [CALIGULA] appeared. The Gods avert-

ing their eyes, Nemefis delivered him to the aveng-

ing Furies, who immediately threw him into

Tartarus, without allowing Silenus to accofl him.

But on the approach of CLAUDIUS, Silenus began

to fing the beginning of the part of Demofl:-

henes in the Knights of Ariftoplianes f, cajoling

CLAU-

Tiberius often related to v.'hat he had read, the gram-
marian Scleucus took care to learn what books the Em-

peror was reading. Tiberius being apprifed of it, not

contented with banifliing him from the palace, forced him
to deitroy hhnlclf. St.'ft. Tiber. 70 and 56. LA BLETEIUE.

* A few d;r>-5 after Tiberius had retired into the ifland

of Capreie, a fifiierrmn came over the rocks, and pre-
fented him with ?. barbel of an extraordinary fize. Tiberius,
who thought hinvielf in this retreat inacceffible, being ter-

rified at the boldnefs of this fidierman, ordered his face

to be fcn:cb,.d with his iitli. And the poor man rejoicing

that lie hnd not alfo pr?iented hiui with a monitrous crab

that he had caught, Tiberius commanded his face to be

torn with the crab. Suet. Til. 60. Ibid.

-]-
In the firft fccnc of that comedy, whofe object is to

depreciate in the eyes of the people one Cleon, who had

gained their entire confidence, Demoithenes and Nicias,

two Athenian generals, complain bitterly of the tyranny
which this new -corner exerciies in the houfe, meaning the

Jtate, over the other Haves, tint is, thole who had a mare
in the government.

" Alas! alas!" fays Demorlhenes,
' how much realbn we have to complain! May the juli
" Gods confound that wicked Paphlagonian, both him and
*' his projects ! That llave, lately purchafed, fince he has
" been ia'ioch'.ced into the family, inceflantly beats the

" lervants."
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CLAUDIUS. Then turning to Quirinus,
" You

" are unjuft,'* faid he,
" to invite your defcendant

" without his freed-men, Narciflus and Pallas.

< f
But, befices them, you Ihould alfo fend for his

" wife MefTalina, for \vi:hout them, he appears
w like guards in a tragedy, muts and inanimate."

While Silenus was fpeaking, NERO entered,

playing on his harp, and crowned with laurel. Si-

lenus then turned to Apollo, and faid,
" This man

makes you his model." '
I fliall foon uncrown

*
him,' replied Apollo :

' he did not imitate me in

'
every thing, and when he did, he was a bad imi-

tator.' Coeytus therefore inftautly fwept him

away, clivefted of his crown.

" fervants." Among the Greeks, the term Papl>lagonia

\vas an affront ;
it meant a Barbarian, a blockhead, a

ftammerer. In every fenfe it fuited the Emperor Claudius,

who v.-as born in the Gauls ; xvho, \vith fome learning and

genius, never reafoncd '.vlien he was in fear, and he %vas in

fear during his \vhole life, even on the throne; and his

words were fo badly articulated, that he could fcarce be

uftderftocd. But the Faphlagonian of Ariftophanes ill-

treated the flaves ;
while the Paphbg^rur.n of Silenus was

governed and ill-treated by the Haves. Claudius was al-

ways the ferv?.n: of his freed-men. He only complained
of it, and that even in the fenate. He r.id there one day,

ipeaking of a certain frecd-wcman of his mother,
* She

4< has al'.vay?
f~cnl;dered me as her matter. I fay it to her

"
con;iT:':ndation, becaufe there are at this time fome in

"
n.y own fa:^,i!y who do not think me their mafter." Suet,

{'laud. 39. The mixture of truth and irony, in the verfes

of Ariilophanes applied to Claudius, throws,! think, more

iiv.niour into the plcnfr.r.*ry of Silenus. M. Spanheim has

but half unil^rUood it. LA BI.ETE;U^.

After
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After him, feeing many come crowding together,

VINDEX *, OTHO, GALBA, VITELLIUS, Silenus

exclaimed ;

<f
Where, ye Gods, have you found

" fuch a multitude of monarchs P We are fuffocated

" with fmoke ; for beafts of this kind fpare not
" even the temples of the Gods f." Jupiter then

looked at his brother Serapis J, and faid, pointing

to VESPASIAN,
' Send this mifer, as foon as poffible,

' out of jfligypt, to extinguiih thefe flames. Bid
* his eldcft fon[TiTus] folace himfelf with a profti-

* C. Julius Vindex, governor of Celtic Gaul, defcended

from the ancient kings of Aquitaine, was the firfl who re-

volted from Nero. Virginias Rufus. governor of Upper
Germany, marched againil him ; but the two generals had
a conference, in which they agreed againft the tyrant :

this, however, did not prevent the two armies from en-

gaging, in fpite of Virginius and Vindex, who could not

reftrain them. The latter was defeated, and killed him-
felf in defpair. Julian thinks that he defigned to make
himfelf Emperor. Yet he had written to Galba to offer

him his forces and allegiance, if the latter would accept
the empire. LA BLETERIE.

j-
Silenus has here chiefly in view the burning of the

famous temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, which was perpe-
trated, under Vitellius, and by thofe of his party. This

paflage, which throws light on what Vefpafian fays after-

wards, and to which the Latin tranflators, not even F.

Petau, have attended, I have corrected from an excellent

Greek MS. of the works of Julian. SPANHEIM.

| Julian (On?/, iv.) fays, that "
Serapis is the fame

** as Pluto," to whom he affigns fome functions very dif-

ferent from thofe which are afcribed to him by the poets.
Here Jupiter addrefles himfelf to Serapis, becaufe Vcfpafian
was firft acknowledged by the legions that were in ./Egypt,
and proclaimed in Alexandria, July i, 69. The years of

his reign are reckoned from this day. Befides, it is pre-
tended that this prince had received feveralftriking marks of

the protection of Serapis. Tacit. Ann. iv.Si. LABLETESIE.

VOL. I. L 6 ' tme.
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tute *, but chain his younger fon [DOMITIAN f],

near the Sicilian tyger {.'

Then

* Ml rr; A$$*b&H TV* ?ra&://.a, turn Venere pull'ua. The
manners of Titus, before he was Emperor, were far from

irreproachable. See Suet. Tit. 7. His paffion for Berenice

was very fcandalous. The tragedy of Racine has long
accuftomed the French to confider her as a virtuous prin-

cefs, worthy to afcend the throne of the Caifars. Great

poets fometimes determine reputations unjuflly. Virgil and

Racine have made two celebrated queens what they were

not. The prudence of Berenice was always very equivocal
at leafl. She became a widow very young ; and her zeal

for the Jewifh religion, which fhe profefled, did not pre-
vent her being accufed of entertaining more than friendfhip

for her brother Herod Agrippa. In order to put a flop

to a report ib injurious to her honour, (lie married Pole-

mon, king of Cilicia, after having obliged him to embrace

Judaifm ; but (he did not live long with him, and left him,.

it is faid, through liber tiriifm. This account, taken from

Jolephus, makes me fufpecl that fiie is principally alluded

to by Silenus, under the name of Venus puUica. If the

colours feem too ftrong, let it be remembered, that thoie

of fatire in general, and of this in particular, are not al-

ways exa<3. Is Julian, for inftance, excufable in faying

nothing of the good qualities of Titus, and in charattcr-

ifing him only by one vice, which ought fcarce to be ad-

mitted into his portrait, even by way of fhade, as he was
divefted of it when he was Emperor ?

" This report,"

fays Suetonius,
" turned to his advantage, arid was after-

wards changed into the higheft praifes : when there was
found in him no one vice, but, on the contrary, the moft
confummate virtues..... He immediately difmifled

Berenice from the city, with the utmoft rehiftance

on both tides." All that can be faid in excufe of

Julian is, that the reign of Titus was fo fliort, that ot^g
cannot venture to affirm, that his manners were really

changed. This was probably the idea of the pcet Au-
fonius, when he ftyleu him "

happy in not having reigned
*'

long:" Felix Irevitate regcndi, LABLETERIE.
The reverie of this. Injelix Irevitate

rcgcnd.
;
, M. de la

Bleterie applies to Jovian, as a motto to Ins Hiltory of that

prince.

The
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Then came an-olu man [NERVA ], of a beauti-

ful afpeft (for even old age-isfomtimes beautiful),

-in his manners mod gentle, and in his adminif-

rration mild. With him Silenus was fo delighted,

"that he remained filent.
' What!' laid Mercury,

* have you nothing to fay of thts man ?'
"

YeS,
"

by Jupiter/' he replfed ,
" for I charge you all

" with partiality, in fullering that blood- thirfty
" monfter to reign fifteen years, but this man
" fcarce a whole year."

' Do not complain,'

anfwered Jupiter;
'

many good princes fhall fuc-

< ceed him.'

TRAJAN immediately entered, /bearing ou

:fiioulderstheGetic
j;
and Parthian trophies. 'Silenns,

obferving him, faid, in a -low voice, but loud

enough to .be heard,
'* Our lord Jupiter

" now be careful, or he will not be able to keep
44

Ganymede to himfelf." After him advanced .

f The cruelties of Domitian are well known.

1 Phdaris.

Xcrva, v.-lien he was raifed to the empire, \v^s

three years old, at leaft. LA BLEIERIE.

! Though the name of Getes was given more pecu
to the nations beyond the Danube, who bordered an

mouths of that river, the Greeks, gave the ll.mc name
alfo to the Daciau?, that is, the Traniylvanian?, the V.

lachians, and the Moldavians. Trajan lubdued them.

his reign the power of the Romans was at the .gre, : I

height it had ever attained. In the North, he

Ducia to a province. In the Eaft, he made hinifelf mafeer

<jf Armenia, Melbpotamia, and Afiyria. The Parthi:ias,

to whom he had given a king, were in fome fort become

fubjcct to tlie Romans. />/</.

venerable



I58 THE C M S A R S.

venerable fage [HADRIAN], with a long beard *
j

an adept in mufic, gazing frequently on the heavens,

and

* Hadrian was the firft of the Emperors who wore a

beard. " He let bis grow," fays Spartianus,
" in order to

" conceal ibme natural deformity ;" ut vulnera, qua in facie

naturalia erant, tegeret. In reading the hiftory of Hadrian,

and even the little which Julian fays of him in this fatire,

I am ftruck with fome marks of refemblance between thefe

two Emperors. They had both as much genius as it was

pollible to have, and of the fame kind. They were greedy
of glory, jocofe, and farcaftic, fond to extravagance of

the Greeks and the Grecian literature, both friends of

the arts and fciences, both authors, both full of zeal for

idolatry, fuperftitious, pcrfecutors, aitrologers, defirous of

knowing every thing, perpetually inquifitive, fo as to be

accufed of magic, fickle, obflinate, fiugular, and vain of

being fo. They both made very wile laws, and performed

many ads of mercy. Hadrian fometirr.es feemed cruel,

and it is faid that Julian was humane only through vanity.

Julian had not the infamous vices of Hadrian, and was not

even fufpecled of them ; but he had almoft all his faults

and abfurdities. LA BLETERIE.

More ftriking to me are fome marks of refemblance

which may be traced between this Imperial fophift and the

royal philofepher of Sans-fouci. Both are authors of no

fmall repute in various branches of literature. The Me-
moirs of himfelf and his family, which Julian has inferted

in his Epiflle to the Athenians, may be compared with

thofe of the Houfe of Brandenburgh, and the Hiftory of

his Gallic campaigns, now loft, but mentioned by Libanius,
with the Commentaries, yet unpublifhed, of the Pruffian

monarch. Thatjulian was a poet as well asFrederick, appears
from a collection of his verfes mentioned alib by Libanius

(Orat. parent, p. 161.) though two fmall pieces (which I

have quoted and tranflated in the notes on theMiibpogon),
are all that now remain. Both folaced their leifure with

the charms of mufic. The epiftles of both have an air ef

familiar elegance. If the Csefar lamented the lofs of his

friend Salluft, recalled by his jealous coufm, the prince

deplored the fate of his favourite Kat, condemned to

death by his cruel father. Bo:h were married, early in

life,
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and curioufly investigating the abftrufeft fubjefts *.

"
What/' faid Silenus, think you of thisSophift ?

"
Is he looking for Antinous

-j~
? If fo, one of

"
you may tell him that the youth is not here,

life, by their predeceflbrs, to princefles not of their own

choice, yet neither of them was ever charged with any
illicit amour, " The chaftity of Julian," fays Mr.

Gibbon,
*'

is confirmed by the impartial teftimony of
"

Ammianus, and by the partial lilence of the Chriftkms."
*'

Fortune," faid the Pruffian hero, after his defeat at

Kolin,
"

is a female, and I am no gallant." The Roman
carried the fimplicity of his drefs to an indecent extra-

vagance ; his beard and its inhabitants, his inky nails, &c.

are recorded by himfelf. The German, by the fcantinefs

of his wardrobe, his boots, and his fnutf, as Dr. Moore
informs us, is almoft as fingular in thcle more poliihed
times. Early attached to Grecian literature, Julian ne-

glefted and defpifed the language and writers of Italy.

Equally enamoured of the French language, Frederick has

always profefled a kind of averlion for thofe of Germany.
If the Emperor invited Maximus, Prifcus, and other Pla-

tonifts from Greece, the King, lent for Voltaire, Miuper-
tuis, and other academicians from France. In war too, as

well as in literature, thefe heroes have aled a diftinguiihed
but not always a fuccefsful part. In two particulars, how-

ever, they materially differ: Julian was a luperftitious Pa-

gan : Of Paganifm or iuperfHtion Frederick has never been

lufpccted ; yet the former believed the immortality of the

foul, which, it appears from his Kpiftle to Marfhal Keith,
&c. the latter does not.

* It is faid, that Julian here meant to defcribe himfelf*.

He informs us (Orat. iv.) that " from his infancy, he
"

flopped to contemplate the ftars with fo much plealure,
'* that he was even then deemed an aftrologer (ar^o^a?i.-)
**

though he did not yet know what aftrology was." Is the

title of curlofitatis omnis
explorator, which Hadrian fo juftly

deferved, and that of *

Sophiil," leis applicable to the

cenfor of Hadrian ? LA BLETERIE.

f The deification of Antinous, his medals, ftatues,

temples, city, oracles, and conilellation, are well known,
and Itill dilhonour the memory of Hadrian. GIBBON.
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*" and thus check his madnefs and folly." To

thefe fuccecded a man of moderation^ not in ve-

nereal * but political purfuits [ANTONINUS PrusfJ

'Silenus, on feeing him, exclaimed,
<:

Arrange I

" how important is he in trifles ! '1 hi*, old man
" feeras to me one of thole .who \voui<l harangue
' about a pin's point f.

At the entrance of two brothers, Ivi.v. . i

KELIUS- and Lucius VEKUS, Siieaus-con.tra&ed . his

'brow, as he could" by no >::. .

ji
, r or deride them

J.

~\ f
.MAR CiJ J,

* Our fatyr here Oblique! v .'- with

tafcivkyuineis ; an imputation which was n>-.t true, 1

certain that that Emperor was tt-nip-.rr.tc ;:i;d ch,;fcc. But

he iecnis to' have been accufed, 'though not iuftly. of ava-

rice, tor adopting, when he was Emjperor, the funple diet

and pnriimony of a private i'chjecl. TKTAXT.

Tilus Antoninus, iiirnamed
7-'.'/(j, that is,

" the good,"
\vns one of th.e _ -.rir.ces that the Roman's

had. Failfanins jnitly ihv*. ;}., ; |.

" he <.ick-r\( >d not only
" the name of Pin?, but allu t!i;it cf K:'"hcr of Ma'ikind,
" which was fqiireily given to Cyrus.'' .Antoni:.;;.- hrali

in fut't the frailties wichwhi'ch Silenus reproaches him
;
hut

he early corrected them. I^A E:,LTEKir.

-|-
EI; run kaHffiarriiii

n-v XVAHO. " One that euts cumin ;"

.which fecms analogous to our Fng!ilh piii'aij of " lkinn ;

.i:g
" a flint.''' This we applv, lu;v.-ever, only to .'i.ifers

; but,

a: M. cle la Bleteric cbferves,
" that oi the (ireeks reiV-r?

*' not only to avarice, but a littlenels of inind.

" ninus was generous, but not nt the expcncc of any ntlicr

44
j;-er

ion ; l<ugus fui, alicni a';/:^^/i:.'~ Our" lp:
41 hair

'

may perhaps come nearer to it.

J They were brothers only by adoption. Silenus had

too much to lay of Lucius V'crus. Indeed he w;-.s a ^ooci

.naiurcd prince, a iincere friend, and inci-pabie of dilguile,

He always confidercd himfelf as the lieutenant rather than

'the collegue of his brother. But he indulged himlelf,

moderation, in all kinds * cleba\iclienes, and was

* a ilavc
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MARCUS, in particular, though he ftriftly fcru-

tinifed his conduct with regard to his fon and his

\vife *
; as to her, in his immoderate grief for her

death, though fhe little deferved it ; as to him, in

hazarding the ruin of the empire by preferring

him to a difcreet fon-in-law -|~, who would have

made a better prince, and ftudied the advantage of

his fon more than he did himfelf. Notwithftand-

ing thefe failings, Silenus could not but admire

his exalted virtue. Thinking his fon J [CoM-

MODUS] unworthy of any ftroke of wit$ he filently

difmifled him. And he, not being able to fupport

himfelf, or aflbciate' with the heroes, fell down to

the earth.

a (lave to the minifters of his pleafures. Excepting tha?

he was not cruel, that he did not drive chariots in the

sircus, nor a-tt on the ftage, he much refembled Nero.

LA BLETERIE.
* The gre.iteft and perhaps the only fault of Marcus

Aurelius was his exceffive good-nature, which rmde him

blind or too indulgent as to his brother, llucius Verus, his

wire, the too famous Fauftina, and his fon, Commodus.
We fliall mention him mere than once in the fequel. Ibid.

f- Claudius Pompeianus, originally of Antioch, and fon.

only of a Roman knight, but a man of extraordinary
merit. Marcus Aurelius caufed him twice to be nominated

conful, and gave him in marriage his daughter Lucilh, the

relief of Lucius Verus. Ibid.

I One of the moil wicked princes that ever reigned.
" The

*'
enemy of the Gods and of his country, the parricide, the

" executioner of the fenate, the gladiator, more cruel than
"

Domitian, more infamous than Nero," is part of the

funeral elogium which the fenate made on Commodus.
This afiembly, which thought it had always a right to fit

in judgment on the Emperors, would have ordered his

body to be thrown into the Tiber, had not Pertinax pre-

vented k. Ibid.

VOL. I. M
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PERTINAX then approached, ftill lamenting the

mortal wound that he received at a banquet *.

This excited the compaffion of Nemefis, who faid,
" The authors of this deed (hall not long exult ;

"
but, PERTINAX, you were culpable -j~

in being
"

privy to the confpiracy that deftroyed the fon

" of MARCUS." He was fucceeded by SEVERUS J,

a prince inexorable in punilhing. Of him,' faid

Silenus,
'

I have nothing to fay ; for I am terrified

'

by his ftern and implacable looks.' His fons

would have accompanied him, but Minos prevented

them, and kept them at a diilance. With a pru-

dent diftmcYion, however, he difmiffed the youngeft

* The fenate and people flattered themfelves with having

again found Marcus Aurelius in Pertinax ;
but he only

reigned eighty-feven days. The Praetorian guards, who
could not bear an Emperor fo different from Commodus,
maflacred him in the palace. LA BLETERIE.

f The reproof given him by Silenus [rather Nemefis]
for being concerned in the confpiracy of Letus and Marcia

fcems not well founded; but Julian perhaps follows fome
hiftorian unknown to us. The death of Pertinax was re-

venged by Didius Julianas, who put Letus and Marcia to

death; and by Severus, who cafiiiered the Praetorians.

Julian is right in not naming among the Emperors Didius

Julianus, worthy of eternal oblivion, for buying the

ca:pire which the Prsetorian guards had put up to auftion.

Ibid.

\ Severus was perhaps the moll warlike of all the Era-

perors. Like Hannibal an African, he had all his virtues ;

but he had alfo all the vices which the Romans afcribe to

the Carthaginian general. What Sylla faid of himfeif may
be faid of Severus ;

" no one was a better friend or a worfe

enemy."' IliJ.

[GETA],
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[GET A], and ordered the eldeft [CARACALLA] to

be punlfhed for his crimes *.

That crafty murderer MACRINUS f, and the

youth of Eraefa J [LAG AB ALUS], were driven from

the facred inclofure. But ALEXANDER THE

SYRIAN , being placed in the hinder ranks, be-

wailed

* The antipathy of Caracalla and Geta is well known.

The latter feemed to have feme good qualities. The
former ftabbed his brother in the arms of Julia, their com-
mon mother, who herfelf received a wound in the hand;

He was as wicked, and ahnoft as ftupid, a;, Caligula. He
was a profefled enemy to men of learning. LA BLE TERIK.

f Macrinus, Praetorian pr^fcct, knowing that Caracalla

intended to kill him, caufed that prince to be a{Ta!!inated,

on the road from Edeffa to Carrae. The army, who did

not think him guilty of that murder, chofe him Emperor ;

and their choice was confirmed by the Senate. But four-

teen months after, Varius Avitus Baffianus, afterwards

known by the name of Elagabalus, having aflumed the

title of Auguilus, marched againft him, and attacked him
on the borders of Syria and Phoenicia. Macrinus fhame-

fully fled, while the event of the battle was yet undeter-

mined. Endeavouring to efcape into Europe, he was over-

taken by his purfuers, and put to clenth. IbiJ.

j Elagabalus was of Emefa in Syria, the fon of Varius

Marcellus, a Roman fenator, by Soemia, the daughter of

Mojfa, fitter to the Emprefs Julia*
'

He may in fome

manner be confidered as the nephew of Caracalla. He

pretended even to be his fon. All the infamous, extra-

vagant, and cruel practices that can be committed by a

young man without genius, taite, or* the leaft fpark of

virtue or fentiment, who, to indulge his caprice, endeavours

to exhauft the power and wealth of a Roman- Emperor ;

this is an abilraft of the reign of that prince, or, to fpeak
more properly, that monfter. IbhL

Alexander Severns is confidered by many, even at pre-

fent, as a moderate prince, ma^is c.i'tra vlt'id quam cam vir-

tutibus, of a narrow genius, timid, the flave of an impe-
rious mother, &c. He owes this reputation to the hiltory

M 2 of
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wailed his misfortune. Silenus add?d,

" O thou
" fool and madman! highly exalted as thou wert,
" thou dicift not govern for thyfelf, but gaveft

of Herodian, an author by no means exact, but agree-
able and interefting, whom two tranflations, one in Latin,

the other in French, as good at leaft as the original, have

put withjn the reach, of every one. Herodian difcovers an

extravagant prejudice againft the Emperor Alexander, for

which we might perhaps be able to account, if the hiftorian

were known to us otherwife than by his work. It were to

be wifhed that a pen as brilliant as his would endeavour to

re-eftablifh the memory of a prince in all refpects the moft

amiable and accomplifhed that is mentioned in ancient hif-

tory. He wanted neither courage nor firmnefs. If he

had a great deference for his mother Mammea, it was as

much owing to his difcernment as to his gratitude and

tendernets for her. The oeconomy with which they are

reproached was a virtue more neceflary than ever in the

frate to which the fenfekfs prodigality of Elagabalus had

reduced the finances. Alexander died at twenty-nine years
of age, and confequently was younger than Trajan, T.

Antoninus, and Marcus Aurclius were when they afcendcd

the throne ; and yet he deferves at leail to be compared
with them. Julian has followed the Memoirs of Herodian;

;uid, beiu!es, it ihould not be forgotten, that Mammea
was probably a Chriflian ; that Alexander, inllead of per-

iecuting the Chnitian=, worshipped Jefas Chrilt, whofe

itatue he honoured, iii his oratory, with thofe of Apollo-
nius Ty.mreus, Abraham, and Orpheus ; that he had a

<lefign of building a templs to Jefus Chrift, and of cauling
him to be received among the deities adored by the Ro-
mans. This was more than fufficient to make Alexander

defpifeil by Julian. Among the ftrokes of fatire which
are couched under the name of Syrian, which he gives to

the ion of Mammea, and which, however, he did not de-

ferve, except by his birth, I have no doubt that Julian in-

eludes the character of a worfhipper of Jefus Chrift. We
know that Judea, where the Chriftian religion had its rife.,

.was an appendage of Syria, and that the difciples of Jefus
Chrift we-Ft firft uylcd Chriitians at Antioch.

LA B LETERIE.

2 " thy



THE C JE S A R S. 165
"

thy wealth to thy mother, and could'ft not be
**

perfuaded that it was much better to beftow it

" on thy friends than to hoard it *." '

All, how-
4

ever/

* MAXIMJX, of the Gothic nation, the firft of the Bar-

barians of the North, whom I find inverted with the

Roman dignities, made a fenator by Alexander, and com-

manding Ibme troops, confpired againft his benetaftor,
caufed him to be aflaffinated near Mentz, and ufurped the

fupreme power. This Maximin was a kind of giant, being

eight feet high, and with ftrength proportioned to his fta-

ture
; he was a great warrior, but fo cruel and blcod-thirfty,

that he was named Cyclops and Phalaris. He obliged the

whole empire to revolt againft him, and, with his fon, was
at length (lain by the foldiers, who thus revenged the

death of Alexander.

It is furprifmg that Julian fays not a (ingle word of any
of the Emperors who reigned from Alexander to Valerian ;

namely, PUPIENUS and BALBINUS, GORDIAN the younger,
the two PHILIPS, TRAJAN-DECIUS, and

jEigilinn.
If he had

omitted only the two firft Gordians, and fome others,

yEmilian, for inftance, it might he fuppofed that he con-

fidered them only as the phantoms of Emperors. Yet ftill

they delerved to be named as much as Galba, Otho, and

Vitellins, and more fo than Vindex. Will it be faid, that

fome of them were unworthy to reign ? Ytt others were

worthy; and, befides, Julian has juft mentioned Elagabalcs,
Will it be laid, that all thofe princes had a tragical end '.

But he prefently introduces Valeiina. It may alfo be ob-

ferved, th.it Julian appears to have ci^eemed the younger
Gordian by oflering facrifices and libations on his tomb,

while he was marching againU the Periinns.

In the IVth century, at hteit, it was faid, that tiie Em-

peror Philip the father had been a Chriftian, and that he

had fubmitted to public penance ; a tradition the more

linking, as the Chriilians had little intereft in claiaiing

the murderer of Gordian. TheChrilnaniry of Philip, real

or pretended, and the manner fo unchrhiian in which he

arrived at the throne, might have i'upplied the Silenus of

Julian with fome fingular ilrokes. Trajan-Decius would

have beer, reckoned among the good princes, if he had

M 3 not
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eve;-,' laid Neunefis,
*
-\yho were acceffary to his

c
death, I will deliver to the tormentors.' And

thus the youth was dif

GALLIENUS then entered, with his father [VA-

LERIAN], the latter dragging the chain of his cap-

tivity,' the other effeminate both in his drefs and

behaviour. Silenus thus ridiculed the father:

"
By thofe fnowy plumes diftinguifh'd,

" Before the ranks who marches in the van *.'*

And

not been a perfecntor of the Chriftians ; and doubtlefs it

is not on that account that Julian* erafes him from the lift

of Emperors. Certain it js that no iatisfadory reafon can,

be affigned for all thefe omiflions. It fcerns therefore very

probable to me that the text is here mutilated. It is not

the only chafm that I think I perceive in the fatire of the

Czfars. LA BLETERIE,
*

WodhAill's^ranflation.
Thfefe two verfcs are taken from the Phoenician Virgin*

of Euripides. By o xttwoXopa;,
" with the white plume,'"-

1 imagine that Silenus. alludes to the age and white hairs

of Valerian. No one is unacquainted with his captivity,

any more than the barbarity with uhich he was treated by

Sapor I. Upon a falfe report of the death of Valerian, the

J\omans placed him among the Gods. Thus this unfor-

tunate prince had altars in Rome, while in Perfia he wa?
trodden under foot. He was perhaps flead alive. Certain
it is, that the Ptrfians tanned his fl. in, dyed it red, and
covered it with ftraw, in order to preierve it -in a temple.
Valerian had fome excellent qualities j and his fate would

perhaps have had more claim to pity, if he had not de-

a'erved it by {heading the blood of the Chriu'ians. The
moft dreadful circumftance of his misfortune was, the

having on the throne a fon who did not fend even to

demand his releafe. " He would have been revenged,"
fays M. de Tillemont,

"
if he had not had a fon." When

Gallienus was informed of the imprifonment of his father,
he anfwered by an apophthegm ;

**
I knew that my father

"' was liable to the misfortunes of kuman nature." How-

much,
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And to the Ton he faid,

" Him gold adorns, all dainty as a bride *."

Jupiter ordered them both to depart from the

banquet +.

They were fncceedeci by CLAUDIUS
J,

on whon

all the Gods fixed their eyes, admiring his mag-

nanimity,

much are princes to be pitied ! The flatterers of Gallienus

difcoverecl pbilofophy, and even heroiiin, in the indifference

of this unnatural ion. LA BLETERIE.
* This is an imitation of a line of Arirtophanes, in his

comedy of The Birds. Gallienus was a cowardly, floth-

ful, eftemjnate prince, a good orator, a good poet, but

a very bad emperor. While he was engaged in his de-

baucheries, and amufmg himfelf in fome milplaced rtudies,

in fome effufion of wit, in making fome pretty verfes, or

uttering fome good jokes on the lofs of provinces, Italy

itfelf was ravaged by the Barbarians. Without reckoning
Jienobia and Odenathus, eighteen ufurpers affamed the

purple, Gallienus, to prevent fuch revolts, excluded the

fenators from all military employments ;
a fatal policy,

which, in the fequel, contributed to raife to the throne

mere cyphers, men who had nothing Roman but the name.

In more, the reign of Gallienus is the sera of the fall of

the empire, which never perfectly recovered the violent

fiiocks which it then received. lli'.J.

f Gallienus deferred to be excluded. But Julian fcems

to reprefent the Gods as ungrateful. Ought they thus to

treat the fate of the unfortunate Valerian, who was Ib

zealous for their wprfhip ? Misfortune, after all, is not a

crime. But it (hould be remembered that Valerian was

taken by his own fault, and that, according to the Pagan

ideas, being a prifoner, he ought to have fhortened his clif-

grace, and not have furvived his liberty, When Perfeus,

king of Macedonia, applied to Paulas ^milius not to

lead him in triumph, the Roman conlidered him as a

coward, and anfwered,
" That depended, and {till depends,

on himfelf." /&</.

j Claudius II. had every civil virtue and military talent.

His teign lafted only two years ; but he lignalifed it by 9

M 4 great .
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nanimity, and granted the empire to his defcend*

ants, thinking it juft that the pofterity of fuch 3

lover of his country fhould enjoy the fovereignty

as long as poffible *.

After him entered AURELIUS -j~,
as if to efcapc

thofe who were accufing him before Minos. For

many

great vi&ory gained over the Germans, and by the defeat of

320,000 Goths. It is faid, that he devoted himfelf for the

iafcty of his country. This devotement (if we under-

hand by it a folemn devotement, like that which the Decii

made of their perlons in the time of the republic) is a fic-

tion, contrary to the relation of the beft hiftorians, who

fay, that Claudius died of a peftilential fever at Sirmium.

Julian, however, manifeftly alludes to it. He believed^ or

was willing to believe, an incident fo honourable to the

memory of Claudius, whom he confidered as the founder

of his family. Conftantius-Chlorus, the grandfather of

Tulian, was the fon of Claudia, the daughter of Crifpus,
one of the brothers of Claudius II.- The fumame of Con-

ftantiae came from the family of Claudius, as he had n

lifter named Conftantina. Julian pafies over Quinti'lus,

the brother and facceflbr of Claudius, becaufe he reigned

only twenty days at moft. LA Bi>H.Tt.RiE,

In his ftrft oration in praife of Confiantius, Julian cele-

brates alfo " the eminent virtues" of their common anceftor

the Empercr Claudius
;

" the battles which he fought with
*' the Barbarians beyond the Danube, his condefcending
"

manners, and that modefty of drels which was ftill ob-
" fervable on his ftatues."

* In Julian this was not adulation, but fuperftition and

. vanity. GIBBON.

f Aurelian, the conquerocof the Barbarians, of Zenobia,
and of Tetricus, completed the recovery of what Gallicnus

had loft. T.f he did the ftate too many fervices to be placed
in the rank of bad princes, he was too fevere and too cruel

to be reckoned among the good. He was born in Pan-

nonia, or Dacia, of a very obfcure family. The mother
pf Aurelian, prieftefs of the Sun in her

village, inipired
her ion, no doubt, with the zeal which he always pro-

fefled
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many charges of murder, which he could not pal-

liate or excufe, were brought againfl him. But

my Lord the Sun *, who had patronifed him on

other occafijns, a/lifted him alfo on this, by inform-

ing the Gods, that the Delphic oracle

" That he who evil does, fhould evil fufFer,

"
Is righteous judgment,"

had been fulfilled.

The next was PROBUS, who in lefs than fevcu

years re-built feventy cities, and alfo enadled many
wife laws. Having fuffered unjuflly, he was ho-

noured by the Gods, and his death was revenged

by the punifhment of his murderers. Silenus,

neverthelefs, endeavoured, in like manner, to ridi-

cule him
; and many of the Gods urging him to

be filent,
4< Let thofe who fhall follow," faid

fefTed for that God. He chofe him for his tutelar deity,
as Julian did afterwards.

TACITUS, a prince truly refpectable, and worthy of th

fenate who chofe him, ought to have been placed at the

tea ft of the Cafars. Neverthelefs, he is not even named.
Is the omillion owing to Julian, or the tranfcribers ? As
Tacitus reigned only fix months, I will not venture to dc-

termjne, As to his brother, Florian, who reigned dnly

three, or perhaps two, and who, belides, took poflefiiuu

of the
empire, as of an inheritance, without being chofe fi

by the fenate, or even propofed by the army, he deferred
to be omitted. LA BLETERIII,

* Aurelian adored that Deity as the parent of his life
'

and fortunes. His mother had been an inferior prieileis in

a chapel of the Sun : a peculiar devotion to the God of

light was a fentiment which the fortunate peafant imbibed

in hii infancy, and every ftep of his elevation, every victory

of his reign, fortified fuperilition by gratitude. GIBBON.

he,
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he, ." grow wifer by his example. Doft thop
' " not know,O PROBUS, that phydcians make bitter

"
potions palatable, by infufing them in mead ?

" But thou, who wert always fo fevere and cruel

" that none could equal thee *, haft fuffered, how-

'* ever unjuftly, in like manner. For no one can

"
govern brutes, much lefs men, but by fometimes

**
gratifying and indulging them

;
as phyficians

" humour their patients in trifles, that they may
" infure their compliance in things effential."

< What ! dear father/ faid Bacchus j

c do you now
'
play the phiiofopher upon us?' " Why not?''

replied Silcnus.
" Were not you too, my fon,

" inflrufted by me in philofophy ? Know you not

" that Socrates alfo held, like me, the firft rank

11 in philofophy among his contemporaries, if you
11 credit the oracle of Delphi ? Allow me therefore

" to fpeak not. always jocofely, but fometimes

"
ferioufly."

While they were thus talking, CARUS with his

fons CARINUS and NUMERIAN] would have

* This cenfure of Silenus is extravagant. Probus can

only be reproached for having enforced military difcipline

with a ffriSnefs of which the Roman armies were no longer

capable. In time of peace he employed them in ufeful

labours. One dny happening to fhy inadvertently, that
** there fliould foon be no more need of foldiers," this ex-

preffion coft him his life. The fame army, however, who
had murdered him, creeled a monument to him, with this

infcription : Hie Prolus Impcrator et ven Probus Jitus cftt

omnivm gentium barbararnni^ ttiam tyrf'inoru.n.

LA BLETERIE.

entered,
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entered, had not Nemefis repulfed . them *. DI-

OCLETIAN
-J-, accompanied by the two- MAXI-S

*
Hiftory reprefents Carus as a prince above mediocrity :

cvV,' medium, inter bonos, magis quam inter malos, collocandum.

But he had the misfortune to fncceed Probus, and to have

Carious for his fon. On the other hand, he defeated the

Perlians, and took Seleucia and Ctefiphon, when a ftafti

of lightning terminated his conquefts and his life. It muft

not, however, be faid that the fentence otf Julian is too

fevere, as Carus dared to aflume, or'fuffered flattery to

give him, the title of *' Lord and God." Befides, Julian

thought perhaps that Carus was guilty of the death of his

predeceffor Probus ; but the facl is at leaft doubtful. Hi

iecond fon, Numerian, was not unworthy of a place at the

banquet. Hiitory fpeaks of him aclvantapeoufly. As to

what is faid of Carinus, the jufrice of Nemelis cannot but

be applauded. LA BLETERIE.

f Diocletian reigned for twenty years >vith great prof-

perity and addrefs ; but he difgraced the latter part of his

reign by the moft barbarous of all perfections. He was a

foldier of fortune, and having learned nothing but the art of

war, he was a profound politician, and had a fubtle genius
that penetrated every thing, but was itfelf impenetrable.
He always attended to what wasfolid. His projects, though
grand and vaft, were never chimerical, unlefs it were that of

extinguishing the Chrifdan name ; yet of that he was not

the author. He had the art of doing good himfelf, and
of employing others to do evil. Being matter of his paf-

fions, he could difguife all his vices, except pride, which

made him introduce into the court of the emperors the

ceremonial of the court of Perfia. He mould be con-

fidered as the founder of a new empire, which had not, it

may be faid, any thing in common with that which was

founded by Auguflus, but the name. The effective par-
tition of the provinces fubjedl to the 'Romans annihilated

the ancient plan, and gave the finifhing ftroke to the fenate,

which till then had always had an influence in public

affairs, and whofe authority was much reftored after the

death of Aureliaii. The averfion of Diocletian to the city
of Rome prepared the great event of the foundation of

Conltantinople. Ibid*

MIAN
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MIANS, and my grandfather CONSTANTIUS *, then

approached, magnificently drefled. Thefe, though

they held each other by the hand, did not walk on

a line with DIOCLETIAN, Three others f alfo

fur-

* Conftantius-Chlorus.

f Diocletian fir ft divided the empire with Maximian,
afterwards furnamed Herculius, his old friend, a great

general, very liberal, and not deficient in genius ; but un-

poliihec]
and cruel, without education, and without manners,

Th-T gave in conjunction the title of Caefar to Conftantius-

Chlorus and
"

laximian-Galerius, and divided the Roman

empire, which was governed by two Emperors and two

Ccefar-, inl Mr j)arts.

Confhutias-Chlorus was the only one of the four who
was of high birth. With all the talents of his collegues,

he had none of their faults. His i'ole ambition was to

jnake h: 'PPX No P^nce ever loved money fq

little, or much loved by his fubjedts. Through fear

of oppreiiinj:: them, he denied himfelf neceflaries. Such

is the picture: that is drawn of him even by the authors,

\vho have written fmce his family has been extinft.

As for Maximian-Galerius, furnamed Armcntqritts, or
*' the Herdfman," he was rather a Barbarian than 3

Roman. He had great talents for war, and a,ll imaginable

vices, which he neverthelefs concealed a little; fo much was

he afraid of Diocletian. He had almoft an equal hatred

to the Chriftian religion and to learning, and forced Dio-r

cletian to become a perfecutor. Theie four princes gor
verned with a perfect union, whofe tie was the refpe6l

T.hich JMaximian-Herculius, and the two Carfare, had for

piocletian, whom they regarded as their father, and p.lmoft

as their C">d. Diocletian, on his fide, did not exalt him-

felf above them ; and, jn particular, he took care to ftifle

bad reports, What Julian here lays of the modefty of -

that prince and his collegues admits, however, of iome

exception. Diocletian fcunctimes treated Galerius with

great harghfinefs ; and Galerius, tired of trembling before

him, made him tremble in his turn, and forced him to

abdicate the empire. Diocletian and Herculius quitted the

purple on the fame day j the full at Nicomcdia, and the

other
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furrounded him, in the manner of a chorus ; but

when, like harbingers, they would have preceded

him, he forbade them,*not thinking himfelf en-

titled to any diftinction. Transferring only to them

a burthen which he had borne on his own fhoulders,

he walked with much greater eafe. Admiring
their union, the Gods affigned them a feat fuperior,

to many. But MAXIMIAN *
behaving with im-

prudence and haughtinefs, Silenus, though he did

not think him worthy of ridicule, would not ad-

mit him into the fociety of the Emperors. And,

befides, he was not only addicted to all kinds of

hfcivioufnefs, but by his impertinent officioufnefs

and perfidy often interrupted the harmonious con-

cert. Nemeiis therefore foon banifhed him, and

whither he went I know not, as I forgot to afk

Mercury.

other at Milan. The abdication of Diocletian has been

conlklered as the greateft effort of human virtue; never-

thelefs, it was not fo voluntary as u generally iuppufed.
But he made it honeflly, and without return; \vjfer than

Herculius, who, after returning the purple, and occalion-

ing many difrurbances, was obliged to dritroy himfelf.

LA BLETERIE,

* I know not why Julian excludes only one of the two

Maximians. As a proof that neither of them defcrved to

be admitted, we do not immediately difcover which he

means. However, as this Maximian alone diiuirbed the

concert formed by the union of Diocletian and his col-

legues, Julian muft neceflarily fpeak of Maximian-Galerius.'

He died at Sardis, of a dreadful diforder, contidering his

death as a punifliment of the cruelties which he had exer-

cifed againil the Chriflians. l'j
:

.d*

Ta
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To this mofl melodious tetrachord a harfli, dif-

agreeable, and difcordant found fucceecled *. Two
of the candidates Nemefis would not fuller to ap-

proach even the door of the aflembly. Lie INI us

came thus far, but having been guilty of many

crimes, he was repulfed by Minos. CONSTANTINE

entered, and fat feme time ; and near him fat his

* Diocletian had flattered himfelf that the partition of

the empire between two Emperors and two G^fars would

fubfift in future ; but one of the chagrins which he felt in

his retirement was the ambition and mifunderftanding of

his fucceffors, each of whom thought only of making him-

felf mafter of the whole empire. Thofe whom Julian has

here in view are Maxentius, Maximin-Daia, Licinius, and

Conftantine.

Maxentius, the fon, or fuppofed fon, of Maximian-Her*

culius, was a prince ill-made, without genius, cowardly,

flothful, cruel, debauched. When he harangued his

ibldiers, it was to exhort them to make good cheer, to

fpend money, to enjoy life; fruimini. He obliged Sophronia,

daughter of the governor of Rome, to renew the tragical

hiftory of Lucretia. It is well known that he pcrifhed in

the Tiber, in his endeavour to deftroy Conftantine.

Maximin-Daia, as defpicable as Maxentius, and a Hill

more cruel perfecutor than his uncle Maximian-Galerius,

being vanquifhed by Licinius, efcaped to the city of

Tarfus, and took poifon at the end of a great entertain-

ment. This poifon, failing of its entire efiecl, occalioned

him a horrible and long malady. I do not find in all an-

tiquity a death more mocking than his.

Though Licinius had courage and fuccefs in war, he was
flill more wicked than Maximin. He conlidered literature

as the peft of a ftate. Conftantine vanquifhed him, ob-

liged him to quit the purple, and, foon after, deprived
him of life. Of Conftantine and his fons more in the

lequel. LA BLETERIE.

5 fons.
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fons. As for MAGNENTIUS *, he was refufed ad-

mittance, becaufe he had never done any thing

laudable, though many of his aftions might appear

brilliant. But the Gods, perceiving that they

did not flow from a good principle, difmifled him

much afflicted.

*
Magnentius, who derived his origin from the Franks

and the Saxons, ferved with reputation in the Roman

troops, when he aflumed the purple at Autun, and caufed

the EmperorConftans to be put to death. He was vanquifhed

by Conftantius in the battle of Muria
111352,

and in the fol-

lowing year, through fear of falling into the hands of the

conqueror, he killed himfelf in the Gauls, after having
killed all his family. He had profefied Chriuianity, thougli
he v/as perhaps a Pagan in his heart. Courage is afcribed

to him, or that which often produces the fame effect,

the art of concealing his timidity, with a tafte for books,

learning, a lively and animated eloquence, and refpeft and
zeal for the laws, when they were no obflacle to his ambitious

projefts. No writer charges him with debauchery, and

this filence exprefles much. Such vices, however, ars

given him as are always given to unfuccefsful ufurper*

Julian, in particular, eliewhere paints Magnentius in the

moft hideous colours; but it is in his panegyrics of Con-
ftantius. The opinion which he forms here feems much
more credible, and fufficiently agrees with that of Zofimus.

Magnentius," fays that hiftomn (/. ii.)
" was bold in.

profperity, and timid in adverfity. He knew fo well

how to difguife his natural perverfenefs, that thofe

who did not know him took him for a man of fim-

plicity and of an excellent character. I think myfelf

obliged to make this remark," continues Zofimus,
becaufe fome have thought that he governed the ftate

well. Let them be no longer deceived in him. Magnentius
did nothing from good motives, from a principle

of

virtue." Let us obferve, by the way, that the true or

falfe idea which Julian gives of Magnentius is exactly

the fame which we ought to have of Julian.

LA BLETERIE.

Ill
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In this manner was the banquet prepared. A<

the table of the Gods nothing was wanting, for

all things are theirs. But that of the heroes Mer-

cury thought imperfect, and Jupiter was of the

fame opinion. Quirinus had long requeued to

introduce another of his defendants. But Her-

cules faid,
"

I will not fuffer it, Quirmus. For
'

why have you not invited my ALEXANDER alfo

' to the feaft ? If therefore, Jupiter, you intend

'
to enroll any of the heroes among us, fend,

"
I intreat you, for ALEXANDER. When we

" are canvaffing the merits of men, why fhould

* the braved be omitted :" What the fon of

Alcmena propofed was approved by Jupiter.

ALEXANDER therefore entered the aflembly of

heroes; but neither CJESAR, nor any one elfe,

rofe up to him; lo that he was obliged to take the

feat which the elded fen of SEVERUS had left va-

cant *, he, for his fratricide, having been expelled.

* What is the reafon that Alexander takes the feat in-

tended for Caracalla, when there are fo many others va-

cant ? This is one of thofe little circumftances that give

narrations a greater air of truth. Betides, this recalls fome

facts. Caracalla was inflamed with a foolifli paflion for

Alexander. Not contented with filling the cities, the

temples, Rome, and the capitol with the flatues of that

prince, with having a phalanx whofe officers bore the

names of the generals of Alexander, and drefiing in the

Macedonian manner, he endeavoured to identify himlelf with

his hero in fome fantaftic pictures, where the face was

compofed of half that of Alexander and half that of his

own. He perfeorted the Peripatetic philofophers, becaufe.

Ariftotle was luipected of being concerned in the death of

that conqueror. LA BLETERIE.

Silenus
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Silentis then fco'ffing at Quirinus, faid,
' Take care,

' or this one Greek will excell all jour Romans.'
"

By Jove," replied Quirinus,
'

I think that many
" of them are, in every refpect, his equals. My
"

pofterity indeed have fo much admired him, that

" of foreign generals they ftyle and think him
'*

only great ; not that they deem him fuperior to

" their countrymen j or are void of national preju-
"

dice* But that we (hall foon determine when we
" have brought their merits to the teft !" Saying

this, Quirinus blufhed *$ and feemed evidently

anxious for his dcfcendants.

After this; Jupiter afked the Gods, whether all

fhould enter the lifts, or whether they fliould adopt

the praftiee obferved in Wreftling, where whoever

conquers him who has gained the moft victories is

deemed the only victor, even of tbofe who have

been vanquifhcd by his antagonift! thoiigh they

have not been his competitors ? This was generally

approved, as a juft determination. Mercury thea

proclaimed that CJSAR (hould advance firft, GCTA-

VIANUS nextj and TRAJAN third, thofe being the

greateft warriors. Silence being commanded, Sa-

turn, turning to Jupiter, expreffed his, forprife at

feeing martial Emperors lummoned tp this conceit,

* We muft not forget that Julian is a Greek to the

bottom of his ibul. His only comfort in being a Romah
was his having been born at Byzantium, and his confiderihg

Rome as a colony of Greeks. LA BIETEKIE.

VOL. I, N but
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but no philosophers *. "

Thefe," he faid,
" are

"
equally dear to me. Call therefore, and intro

" duce MARCUS [AURELIUS]." He being fum-

moned, advanced with a ferious afpecl f, occa-

fioned by the labours of his mind. His eyes were

hollow, his brow was contra&ed J, and his whole

form difplayed unftudied beauty ;
for his hair was

uncombed, his beard was long, his drefs fimple

and (Economical, and by icanty nourishment his

body

.
*' It is right for Saturn, a pacific God, and the father

of the golden age, to be interefted for philofophical princes,
and for Marcus Aurelius in particular, the greateft phi-

lofopher of them all ; who, in fpite of the various fcourges
with which the empire was afnicled'in his time, promoted
the happinefs of the Romans. It is faid of this Emperor,
that Providence gave him to mankind in mercy, to temper
the feverity of the chainlements which it had inflicted upon
them in juilice. LA BLETERIE.

f It is pretended, that, even in his childhood, neither

joy nor forrow ever made him change countenance : but his

gravity had nothing in it fad or auftere. Sine trijlltia gravis.
Ibid.

J He is thus reprefented on his medals, efpecially thofe

which were itruck in the latter years of his life. Ibid.

At the age of twelve years, Marcus Aurelius took the

habit of a philolbpher, and loon after he was dcfirous of

prcK.iiing.
u'l the auftt:riries of the Stoic philcfophy, even

to the
I) ing on the ground under his cloak. His mother

uicd her utrnci! endeavours to perfuade him to lie on a

wooden bedfted covered with a fingle (kin. A life fo

hardy made no .abatement in the fweetnefs of his temper,
but it impaired his health. Neverthelefs, his habitual in-

firmities never prevented
him from fulfilling all his duties,

and from finding time befides for ftudy. His foul appeared
to have gained what his body had loft.

Julian piqiied hirnfelf on being an imitator of Marcus

Aurelius, llept hardly, aad lived on vegetables. Some of

the
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body was tranfparent and fplcndid, like the purefl

and cleared lighr. When he was admitted within

the facred inclofure, Bacchus laid,
"

King Saturn
" and Father Jupiter, can any thing imperfect be
" allowed among the Gods ?" No anfwer being

returned,
" Let us fend then," proceeded he,

" for fome lover of pleafure."
'

But,* replied Ju-

piter,
'

it js not lawful for any one to be admitted
' here who does not \vorfhip us *.'

" Let judgment
44

therefore," faid Bacchus,
" be pronounced on

" him in the veflibuie. We will call, with your
"

leave, a prince, not indeed unwarlike f, but
"
fofteneJ

the Epiftles of Julian give us reafon to think that he was

frequently ill. But k is more eafy to wear the beard of

Marcus Aurelius, to copy his aufterities, and to ruin one's

health, like him, than to acquire his folidity of genius,
his love of virtue for virtue's fake, his contempt of glory,

and, if 1 may venture fo to exprefs myfelf, that fobriety
of wifdom, which was the foundation of his character.

LA BLETERIE.
* Qv Si/xilcy ear-ji $c/lasv avogi pr, rat

r.^.dt^a. )*>". M. de la

Bleterie tranflates this,
" Whoever does not take us for

" his model cannot fet foot here ;" but I underitand ir,
" \Vhoever is not a worfhipper of us," &c. in al-lufion to

Conflantine, who was a Chriflian. It is obfervable, how-

ever, that Conftantine and his Ions are before mentioned as

entering the alterably and fitting fome time.

f If Conitantine had been a llave to his pleafnres, fo far

as to deferve, though he had declared for Chriftianity, the

protection of Bacchus, he would not have been fo diftin-

guifhed in war and in peace ;
he would not have reigned

io glorioufly for more than thirty years, that is, much,

longer than any Emperor had reigned fince Augnfius.
This general relleftion may be fufficient to {hew the injuftice

.of Julian. Hiftory reprefents Conftantine to us as a prince

always engaged in ibme ufeful project, giving frequent au-

N 2 ditncej,
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" fofcened by pleafure and enjoyment. Let Cow-
'* STANTINE come as far as the veftibule."

This

diences, drawing up his laws and difpatches himfelf, bor-

rowing from his deep time to read the holy fcriptures,
and

to compofe fome religious difcourfes, which he pronounced
in public, endeavouring to obtain the afliftance of Heaven

by prayer, fafting, and abftinence from lawful pleafures.

If we deduct from thele elogiums whatever may be taken

from panegyrics, if we fet afide the good that is iaid of him

by Chriilian writers, and even the praifes that are given him

by luch of the Pagans as may befufpected of flattery, having
written in his; reign, or in that of his fons,ImeanLibanius,
and the hiftorian Praxagoras; in a word, if Conftantine be

judged by the teftimony of Eutropius, who dedicates his

work to Valens, and by what is faid of him by that Victor

who wrote in the reign of the fons of Theodofius I. the

refult will be, that Conftantine was a prince of an elevated

genius, active, vigilant, laborious, and, even independently of

what he did for the Chriftian religion, and notwithstanding
the hlemifhes that are found in his life, that he deferved

the title of Great. The teftimony of thofe authors is

the more important, as they fpare neither his faults nor

failings.

Zofimus, a partial writer, and the declared enemy of

the Chriftian Emperors, is the only one, befides Julian,
who accufes him of being devoted to pleafures. Yet Zo-
fimus throws this reproach only on the latter years of hi

reign. In fact Conftantine could have given no pretext
for that acculation till after the foundation of New
Rome. Tired of wars, and even of victories, he thought
that he had acquired a right to tafte the fruit of his

labours. Without remaining in inactivity, or living in

voluptuoufnefs (for. to the end of his life, he employed
himlclf in affairs of ftate, and in thofe of the church),

,
he gave fome brilliant entertainments. His court was

magnificent ; he procured himfelf fome amulements that
had nothing criminal in the eyes of the world, and which

perhaps he thought were allowed him becaufe he had
not yet been baptifcd.

It
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This being allowed (the mode of their conten-

tion having been previoufly ferried) Mercury ad-

vifed, that every one fhould feverally fpeak for

himfelf, and that the Gods fhould then give their

Totes. But of this Apollo difapproved, infixing,

that truth only, and not eloquence, or the charms

of oratory, ought to be difcufied and examined

by the Gods. Jupiter, wiftiing to oblige all, and,

at the fame time, defirous to prolong the affembly,

replied,
" There can be no inconvenience in di-

**

reeling each of them to fpeak by a certain

" meafure of water *, and afterwards we may
"

interrogate them and fcrutinife their thoughts.'*

Silenus jocofely added,
* Take care, Neptune, or

'

TRAJAN and ALEXANDER f, miftaking the water
' for

It is fuppofed that the imagination and malignity of

Julian working on this canvas might make Conftuntine a

llave to pleafure. Let us never forget that Julian d^tefted

his uncle as the deftroyer of Paganifin ; and that he was

by tafte, by principle, by vanity, an enemy to all pleasures.

How much mult the magnificence of Confhntine have

wounded a man who gave into the oppofite exnxme, who
carried philofophy to fuch an excefs, as to defpile decorum,
and who, by the manners which he alcribes to himfelf in

the Mifopogon, feeins to have been deiirous that his pic-
ture fhould be the companion of that of Diogenes !

LA BLETERIE.

* When the Greeks and Romans would give orators a

certain fL ed time, they employed hour-^laffes rf wattr,
to which they gave the name of deffydrct, which the mod.-n

Latinifts apply very improperly to uiir lands. Hid..

j-
It is well known that Alexasder was very fond of

wine, and that in drunkennefs he waa capable of the

N 3 greaceft
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( for nec"lar, will fwallow it all, and fo leave none

* for the reft.' Neptune an (\vered,
"
They were

" much more fond of your draughts, Silenus,

*' than of mine. It behoves you therefore to be
" rather afraid of your own vines than of my
"

fprings." S:lenus was chagrined, and made no

reply, but afterwards attended folcly to the difr

putants. Mercury then proclaimed,
* ' The arbiter of prizes due

' To fignal merit now begins.
4

Delay no longer, Time exhorts,
* But lend your ears to what the voice

' Of herald Mercury proclaims.
' Ye kings, to whofe fuperior fway

' Of old fubmiflive nations bow'd,
1 Who launch'd in fight the hoftile fpear,

greateft cxcciTes. His laft debauch coft him his life. As
tor Trajan, he was obliged to forbid the execution of any
orders which he might give at coming from a great enter-

tainment. One of the methods of which Hadrian availed

himielf to gain his friendfhip was to caroufe with him at

table. LA BLETERIE.
* Sec Lucian, at the end of his Demoniacs. PETAU.
The three firil lines only (in the original) are quoted

from that work.

This proclamation, in the tafte of thofe which were

made in Greece at the opening of the games, confiils of

forms uied on thole occafions, and of ends of verfes taken

from the Greek poets that we have, and thole whom we
have not. This kind of cento has in the original,
or rather had, a merit which we may imagine, biit

which it is impoffible to transfufe into another language.
LA Bl-ETERIE.

M. de la Bleterie has only given the fenfe. The Englifh
is ahnofl literal.

'

Advance,
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*
Advance, contend, with prudent minds

*
Oppofe your rivals, and await

* The juft, th' impartial will of Heaven !

' Wifdom thefe think the end of life,

'

Thofe, vengeance on their foes to wreak,
* And fcrve their friends : of life, of toil,

' Pleafure fome make the fmgle view,
'

Feafts, nuptials, all that feeds their eyes :

* From dainty ornaments of drefs,
* Or rings, with precious gems adorn'd,
' Others fuperior blifs derive.

4

Jove will the victory decree/

Mercury having made this proclamation, the

combatants drew lots : and the lot happened to

concur with the love of pre-eminence habitual tor

CJESAR. This augmented his pride and arrogance ;

fo that ALEXANDER would have declined the con-

tcft, had he not been encouraged 'and perfuaded

by Hercules. ALEXANDER, obtained the next turn

of fpeaking after C.ESAR. When 'all the refl had

had their proper turns affigned them, CJESAR thus

began :

"
It was my good fortune, O Jupiter and ye

"
Gods, to' be born, after many heroes, in that

"
illuftrious city, which has extended her uc-

" minion farther than any other; fo that they all

"
may be fatisfied, if they obtain the fecund place.

*' For what orher city, deducing its origin from
" three thoufand men, has, in lefs than fix hun-

* dred years, carried its conquefts to the utmoit

N 4
" extremities
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*> extremities of the earth ? What other nation hat

**

produced fo many diftinguifhed warriors and

'*
legislators, or fuch devout worlhippers of the

" Gods ? Born in a city fo renowned, I furpaffed,
**

by my aftions, not only my contemporaries, but

*'
all the heroes that ever lived. Of my own

*'
countrymen I know not one that will deny me

14 the fuperiorify. But as this Grecian is fo pre
**

fumptuous, which of his actions will he pretend
" to put in competition with mine? His Perfian

11

trophies perhaps, as if he knew not how many

t

*'
I won from Pompey. And who was the mod ex-

**

perienced general, Pompey or Darius? Which of

lt them commanded the braved troops? Inftead of

" the refufe of mankind, Pompey had in his army
" more warlike nations than were ever fubjeft to

* 4 Darius
;

of Europeans, thofe who had often

" routed the hoftile Afiatics, and of them the
" moil valiant; Italians, Illyrians, and Gauls.

"
Having menijoned the Gauls, can the Getic

"
exploits of ALFXANDKR be compared with my

"
conqueft of Gaul ? He paflld the Danube once?

"
I twice puffed the Rhine; and of my German

victories no one can dilpute the glory. 1 fought
* with Arioviftus *.

I was the fir (I Rorran who dared to crofs the

" German ocean
|. Though this was a wonder-

*
Theantithtfis is this

*' Alexrwuler % et with no op-
44

pofirion in his Getic expedition, and therefore he
* marched with impunity. But I was refitted by Arioviftus."

PKTAU.

f J:> the original, rn< ix!o? 6aXrrjc,
** the outward lea.'*

T .c m..ci was ihs i.iedncrrancun.
'* fbl
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* ful atchievement, however it may be admired,
" more glorious was my intrepidity in being the

"
firft who leaped on ftiore *. Of the Helvetic

" and Iberian nations I fay nothing ; nor have I

" mentioned my aclions in Gaul, where I took
" above three hundred towns

-f-,
and defeated two

" millions of men. Great as thefe aHons were,
" that which followed was greater and more il-

" luftrious. Being obliged to wage war with my
*

fellow-citizens, I vanquifhed the unconquered
" and invincible Romans. If we ihould be judged
"

by the number of our battles, I fought thrice

" as many as are afcribed to ALEXANDER by his

"
greateft panegyrifts ; if by the number of town*

"
taken, not in Afia only, but alfo in Europe, I

" reduced more. ALEXANDER faw and Tav^rfed

"
uEgypt ; I, while I feafted there, fubdued it.

" Will you alfo compare the clemency of each of

"
us, when victorious ? I pardoneB my enemies,

* He alludes here to the defcent which Carfar made oa

Britain. But the memory of Julian deceires him. He at-

tributes to Cariar what Casfar himfelf lays (/. v. de lelb

Callico) of the eagle-bearer of the tenth legion.
" He

" who bore the eagle of the tenth legion, after befeeching
- the Gods, that the event might be profperous to the

*

legion, faid,
*

Leap aihore, foldicrs, unlefs you would
'

betray the eagle to the enemy.'
"

Saying this, with a
* loud voice, he threw himlelf out of the ihip, and ad.

44 vanced-with the eagle towards the enemy, Sec." It was

Alexander, who, after palling the Helldpont, firft leaped

aihore completely armed. Such a proceeding is more fuit-

able to the impetuous valour of Alexander than to the

phlegmatic and ledate courage of Csfar. LA BLETERJE.

| 6er Plutarch.

i
' and
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" and received from them fach a return asNemefis
" has revenged. He never fpared his enemies, nor
" even his friends. In particular, as you difpute
" the pre-eminence, and will not immediately yield
" to me, like the reft, you compel me to mention
"

your cruel behaviour to the Thebans *. On
" the contrary, how great was my humanity to

" the Helvetii ! The cities of the former Vv'ere

'* burnt by you , the cities of the latter, burnt by
" their own inhabitants, were rebuilt by me -f.

" Which, in fhorr, was molt illuftrious ; 5
our

"
defeating ten thoufand Greeks, or my repulfing

'* the attacks of a hundred and fifty thoufand Ro-

*.{ mans ? Much more could I add, both of ALEX-
" ANDER and myfelf; but as I never had leifure

41 to fludy the art of oratory ^, you mufl excufe

"
me, and, forming a juft and impartial judge-

" ment both from what I have faid, and what I

" have .omitted, will, I doubt not, give me the

"
fuperiority."

.

* When Alexander took Thebes by ftorm, the inhabi-

tants \vere (lain and cleftroyed for feveral hours without

regard to fex or age ; and the city was afterwards razed,
the hmife of Pindar only excepted.

f The Helvetii having abandoned their country, mid

burnt their towns, as they were preparing to enter Gaul,
were defeated by Crcfar, fent back to their country, and

ordered to re-biiild their houfes.

J In the original, TO >.{?& Eli^Amiara, or itfp^o-x. Per-

haps he does not mean to fay, that Caefar had no excel-

lence in Ipeaking ; for he was reckoned among the

orators of his time
;
witness Cicero, in his Brutus ; but

taat he was not ufed to fpeak without premeditation.
CANTOCLARUS,

CJESAR
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CESAR thus concluded, but feeming defirous of

faying dill more ; ALEXANDER, who before had

with difficulty retrained hirnfeli:, could refrain no

longer, but, with much anxiety and emotion, thus

began :

" How long, O Jupiter and ye Gods, (hall I

"
iilenily bear the infolence of this boafter *! He

"
fcts no bounds, you fee, to his praife of himfelf,

" or to kis abufe of me. Much better would it

" have become him to have abftained equally from
"

both, as both are alike intolerable, but chiefly
" that of depreciating my conduct, which he made
*' the example of his own. Such is his affurance,
" that he has dared to ridicule his own model.

" You (hould have recoliefted, CAESAR, the tears

" which you fhed on hearing of the memorials
" that were railed in honour of my deeds f. Lliu

"
you afterwards owed your elevation to Pompey,

"
who, though he was really infignificant J, was

" idolifed by his countrymen.
'

As to his African

* This is not unlike the beginning of Cicero's Oration

againft Catiline, ^uouf^uc tandem al/utere, Catilina, patientia

noftra ?

f At Gades, obferving in the temple of Hercules a

Hatue of x\lexander the Great, he lighed, and, as if

afliair.ed of his own iupinenefs in having done nothing me-
morable at an age when Alexander had conquered the

world, he importunately urged to be recalled to Rome,
that he might be ready on the fpot to embrace any occalion

that might offer for more important undertakings. Sueton.

Jd. Cafar. c. 7. See alfo Plutarch.

j It is plain that Julian had read the Epiftles of Cicero

to Atticus. LA BLETERIE.

3
"

triumph,
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**

triumph *, no great exploit, his fame was owing
"

to the weaknefs and ina&ivity of the confuls f.
' The fervile war J was not waged with men, but
" with the nioft abandoned ikves, and it was con-
** dufted by Craflus and Lucius , though Pompey
" had the name and the reputation. Armenia and
" the neighbouring provinces were conquered by
"

Lucullus; yet for thefe alfo Pompey triumphed.
" He was then flattered by his fellows-citizens,

" and named the Great. But than whom of his

"
predeceflbrs was he greater ? Which of his

11 a&ions is comparable to thofe of Marius, or of

" the two Scipios? or of Camillns, who was almoft

" as mnch the founder of Rome as this CJnirinus,
"

having rebuilt his city when it was almoft falling?
" For they did not arrogate to themfelves the

* c works of others, as is ufual in buildings founded
" and finifhed at the public expence, where the

*4
magh^rate, who has only piaiftered the walls,

" on completing the edifice, infcribes the foun-

" dation-ftone. But thefe heroes, as public ar-

14
tificers and architects, have juftly immortaliied

" their own names. Ir is no wonder therefore,

44 that you vanquiihed Pompey, fcratching his

* Pompey, at the age of twenty-nine, when he was only

a knight, was fent into Africa to encounter the party of

Marius. LA BLETERIE.

j-
M. Tullius Decula and Cn. Cornelius Dolabella.

j The war of Sjwrtacus.

Lucius Gellius. See Plutarch's Life of Crafius, and

Appian, EM. Civil. I.

"
head,
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" head *, and more refembling a fox than a lion.

" When he was defected by Fortune, who had
"

long favoured him, you eaftly conquered him
"

fingle. But that your fuccefs was owiug to no
"

fuperior abilities is evident ; for being in want
** of provifions (which, you know, is no fmall fault

* of a general f ), you fought, and were defeated
j.

" And if Pompey, by his imprudence, or folly, or

' becaufe he could not govern his army, when he
" fhould* have protracled the war, gave battle $,
M and did not purfue his victory, his failure was

'* the confequence of his own mifconduft, not of
'*

your military ikill. The Perfians, on the con-

'*
trary, though in every refpecl: well prepared and

"
amply provided, fubmitted to my dominion.

" And as it becomes a good man and a wife

* In the original, caultA* xwpn, which the French

tranflator has paraphrased,
"
who, for fear of difarranging

** his hair, did not venture to touch his head but with hi*

44
finger's end." Yet Ammianus (xvii. n.) mentioning

two ludicrous faults that the envious imputed to Pompey,

fays that this was one, quid genuino qnodam ntore caput un*

aigito fcalpebat ;

" that he fcratched his head, in a pur-
44 ticular manner, with one of his fingers."

\ Julian himfelf committed the fame fault in his Perfian

expedition.

J At the battle of Dyrrhaciurn.
This interpretation agrees better with the fenfe, and

with hiftpry, than the proper fignification of the Greek

words, (which is,
" when he ihouM have declined to give

"
battle."] For certain it is, from Appian, Plutarch, :<i&

other writers, that Pompey did not act like a prudent ge-
neral in offering battle to Cefar at Pharfnlia-, when Ca^ar

wv
as in fuch a fituation, that he muft ealily have aecn re-

duecd by his want of neceflariei. CANTocLARUa.
"

prince
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"
prince to aft not only with moderation, but wkh

**

juftice, I took arms to revenge the Greeks on

" the Perfians, and to free Greece from civil war.

" Nor was it ever my intention to ravage Greece,
" but thofe only, who would have prevented my
" march againft Perfia, I chaflifed. Yon, after

"
fubduing the -Gauls and Germans, turned your

" arms againft your own country. What can be

"
worfe, what more infamous ?

" You have mentioned, with a fneer,
'

my d-
e

featingten thoufand Greeks.' *' That you your-
" felves fprung from the Greeks, and that the

" Greeks inhabited the greateft part of Italy, I

" well know; but on this I will not infift. With
" a fmall nation of them, the jffitolians, your
"

neighbours, you thought it of great confequence
'* to make an alliance ; but after they had fought
" for you, why did you reduce them, and that

*' not eafily, to fubjection? If then, in the old age,
' as it has been called, of Greece, you could

" fcarce reduce, not the whole, but one fmall

"
nation, which was fcarce known when Greece

" was in her vigour, what would have been the

"
event, if you had been obliged to contend with

" the Greeks when flourifhmg and united ? How
" much you were alarmed by the invafion of
"

Pyrrhus you need not be reminded. As you
" think the conqueft of Perfia fuch a trifle, and
"

depreciate an cnterprife fo glorious, tell me
"

why, after a war of above two thoufand years,
"

you have never fubdued a fmall province be-

"
yond
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"
yond the Tigris *, fubjedt to the Parthians ?

" Shall I inform you ? The darts of the Pcrfians

"
prevented you. Antony, who ferved under

"
your command, can give you an account of

" them
f. But in lefs than ten years I conquered

" both Perfia and India. After this, do you dare

"
to contend with me, who, trained to war from

"
my childhood, performed fuch deeds, that the

tf remembrance of them, though they have not

" been fufficiently celebrated by hiftorians, will

<f
live for ever, like thofe of the invincible Her-

"
cules, of whom I was the follower and imitator ?

"
I rivalled, in fhort, my anceftor Achilles, and,

"
admiring Hercules, I trod in his fteps as nearly

" as a mortal can follow a God. Thus much, O
"

ye Gods, it was necefiary for me to fay in my
" own defence again ft an opponent, whom pcr-
"

haps it might have been better to have filently
'*

defpifed. If I was guilty of any cruelties, the

*
Meaning Babylonia, where the Romans never made

any folid conqueft. It was the northern part of Mefopo-
tamia. LA BLETERIE.

f Antony, having entered Media, thought himfelf

happy to elcape with the remains of his army, after lofing

twenty thoufand men, and all his baggage. Julian might
have quoted many other Roman generals and Emperors

[Crafius in particular], who were worfe treated even than

Antony, in their expeditions again ft the Parthians, or

Perfians. But he did not foreiee that he himfelf would
foon add to the number of thofe unfortunate heroes. Ibid.

It is impoffible to read the interefting narrative of

Plutarch (torn. v.
j>.

102 116.) without perceiving that

Mark Antony and fulhn were purfued by the fame enemies,
and involved in the fame diilrels. GIBBON.

"
innocent
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" innocent were not the obje&s, but fuch as had
*

frequently and nororioufly offended, and had
" made no proper ufe of their opportunities*
" And my offences even againfl them were fol-

" lowed by Repentance *, a very wife Goddefs,
" and the preferver of thofe who have erred. As
" for my chaftifing the ambitious, who always
" hated and had often injured me, in that I

"
thought myfelf excufable."

This military harangue being concluded, the atten-

dant of Neptune gave the hour-glafs to OCTAVE

ANUS, meafiiring to him a very fmall quantity of

water, and at the fame time, reminding him of his

infolence to that Deity f. On which having re-

flected with his ufual fagacity, omitting to fay any

thing of others, he thus began :

** Inftead of depreciating the adtions of others,
** O Jupiter and ye Gods, I will confine my whole
"

fpeech to what concerns myfelf. In my youth

*
Mi)pXa. This Goddefs, thus deified by Julian,

feems rather taken from the Chriftian fcriptures, than the

Heathen mythology. The French tranflator ftyles her

Mctanee, from Mil>oia, and ** a celebrated retreat for pe-
"

nitents, known in Ecclefiaftical hiftory by the name of
** la Melange."

f In the war which Oftavius waged againft Sextus

Pompey, many reproach him as well for fome of his ex-

pi cfficns, as for his conduct, having faid, when his fleet

was ioft in a ftorm, that * he would gain the victory even
44 in ipite of Neptune." And accordingly, when the Cir-

cenfian g:mies were next performed, he excluded the image
cf that God from the folemnity. Suet. Aug.c. xvi.

Julian himfelr, in like manner, tvore afterwards, in 4

paflion, that he would never facrifice again to Mars. Se

xxiv. 6.

"
I had
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"
I had the government of my native city, like

"
this illuftrious ALEXANDER. The German wars,

" like my father C/ESAR, I happily concluded.
" Involved in civil difienfions, I fubdued A'gypt
" at Actium in a fea-fight. I defeated Brutus and
" Caffius at Philippi, and I made the fon of Pom-

".pey contribute to my glory. Such, however,
" was my attachment to philofophy, that, inftead

" of being difgufted at the fr.-cdoin a 'Limed by
" Athenodorus *, I \vas pleafed with it, and re-

" vered him as a preceptor, or rather as a parent.
" Areus f alfo was my friend and confident. And,
"

upon the whole, I was never guilty of the lead

* A very bold action is related of this philofopher : Au-

gnftus, vvhofe behaviour was never verv guarded, feme-

times made fome private affignations which might have

been fatal to him. One chy, when a Roman Indv was to

go to the palace incognito, Athenodorus got iiito a clofe

chair, and ordered himfelf to be carried to the apartment
of the Emperor. Then, ftepping out, with a i\vord in

his hand,
*'

See," faid he,
" to what you expofe younelf!

" Are you not afraid that fome republican, or an enraged
"

hufband, fhould take luch an opportunity of putting
"

you to death '." Auguftus thanked the philoibpher for

his leffon, and promifed to reform. He took greater pre-

cautions, no doubt, for the future, but his reformation

went no farther. Livia, it is well known, to maintain her

aicendant over him, was obliged to connive at his infidelities.

LA BLET;.:

f Julian in his Epiftles mention* more than once the

philofopher Areus, and the etlcem which Auguftus had

for him. Certainly if by philofophy are meant the phi-

lofophers, flie cannot but be v.v'.l larislied v.'ith Auguftus.
Such equivocal expreffions are too common.

Areus is mentioned in the Epiille to Thcmiftius, (lee p.

75. and note *) and in Epiule LI.

VOL. I. O offence
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" offence againft philofophy. As Rome, I faw, had

" been frequently reduced to the laft extremity by
" inteftine divifions, I fo re-eftablifhed her affairs,

" as to render them, by your affiftance, O ye
"

Gods, firm and adamantine. Without indulg-
"

ing an infatiable ambition, I ftudioufly endeav-

" cured to enlarge her dominions ; but I concurred

" with nature in fixing the rivers Danube and

"
Euphrates as their boundaries. After having fub-

" dued the Scythians and Thracians, I did not

"
employ the long reign with which you indulged

" me in meditating war after war, but devoted my
" leifure to the correction of the evils which war
" had occafioned, and to legiflation ; in which, I

'*

apprehend, I did not confult the public wel-

" fare lefs than my predeceffors ; nay, if I mufl
"

boldly fpeak the truth, I confuked it more than

"
any who have governed fuch an empire. For

" fome who have commanded armies, when they
"

might at length have refted in peace, have made
" one war the pretence for another, as the litigious

" contrive law-fuits. Others, when forced into a

"
war, have been immerfed in pleafure *, and have

**
preferred the mod infamous purfuits, not only

"
to their glory, but even to their lives. 'Well

sc

weighing all thefe things, I do not think, myfelf
** entitled to the loweft place. But it becomes
" me to acquiefce in whatever you, O ye Gods,
"
may pleafe to determine.

''

*
Alluding to Antony.

1PRA-
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TRAJAN was appointed to harangue next.

Though he had a talent for fpeaking *, fuch was

his indolence, that he ufually employed Sura to

cempofe his orations. Bawling, rather than fpeak-

ing, he difplayed to the Gods his Getic and Par-

thian trophies. He then lamented his old age, as

if that had prevented him from extending his Par-

thian conquefls.
' You fool/ faid Silenus,

'

you
'
reigned twenty years, and this ALEXANDER only

' twelve. Why, then, do you not condemn you*
' own indolence, inftead of throwing the blame on
* want of time ?' Provoked at this taunt, for he was

not deficient in eloquence, though it was often

blunted by intemperance, TRAJAN added,
" O Jupiter, and ye Gods, when I affumed the

" reins of government, I found the empire in 2

"
torpid and divided ftate, occasioned partly by

*
Trajan, it h Fai<!, had v.-rirtsn the hiftory oi

\vith the Dacir.ns. There is a fhort Greek epigram by
tr.ni ia the Anthoiogia. He was not learned ; but he

efleemecl and. favoured men of letter?. When he triumphed
over the Dacians, he h?.d in his car the fophifl: Dion,

Chryfoftbttt, and, during the procefr.cr., he frequently
turned to ipfcak to him. L. Li c confident

of Trajari, v.'ho loaded h ;

'-n . . and raifed him
thrice to the ccni'ulfnip. The enemies oi' ;! him
of a defign ag?.inft the life of the Emperor. Trajan, by

vvay'o!
"

to fup v.-jth burn, had his eyes exa-

the furgeon, and was fhav,
r, of

.

'

.

.-'ay
he

: ace ufers,
*'

C

tie, heyt;-." A.fter

Irian.

KIK.

O ">.

"
the
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" the tyranny which had long prevailed at home,
" and partly by the infults of the Getes abroad *.

"
I did not hefitate, however, fingly to attack the

fs nations beyond the Danube. That of the Gztes

'
I fubdued and extirpated; of all the moft war-

te
like, not only by their bodily ftrength, but by

" the courage with which they are infpired by the

" doflrine of their renowned Zaraolxis f , For the

" firm

* By the Getes may be undevftood the Dacians. Dece-

balus, king of the Dacians, had obliged Domirian to pur-
chafe a peace, of which he endeavoured to cover the dif-

grace by a magnificent triumph.
" The poets of the

*'
time," fays M. de Tillemont,

"
equalled his pretended

*'
victory to thofe of Alexander and Csefar." For that

they were paid, or expected to be paid; but the Romans
did not give them credit. Trajan, who was not difpofed

to be tributary to the Barbarians, availing himfelf of the

firft infraction which Decebalus made, or feemed to make,
of the treaty, marched againft the Dacians. They de-

fended themfelves with much courage, and even conduct.

But at length Decebalus, being reduced to the. laft ex-

tremities, deftroyed himfelf, and Dacia was made a pro-
vince. XABLETERIE.

f Zamolxis was the lawgiver of the Getes. [See p. 152.]
Some Greeks pretend that he had been the Have of Py-

thagoras ; but Herodotus thinks Zarnolxis
/
much more

ancient. The opinion of the Getes as to the immortality of

the foul had an affinity to the metempfychoiis -. They laid

that the dead. went lo find Zamolxis, and every five year*

they fent an expicfs to*reprefent to him the exigencies of

the nation. See Herod. /. iv. 49.

It muft not be hippofrd. that, before Zamolxis, thofe

people believed tint the loul perimed with the body. Za-
inolxis only published hi? own private ideas concerning the

ilate of feparate'fou!.-;. No nation is or ever was perfuaded
that all ends with death, ^^,

r

o nation has received from its

lawgivers the belief cf another life ; the lawgivers have

every



THECJESARS. 197
" firm perfuafion that they (hall not perifli, but
"

only change their place of abode, makes them
"

always prepared as for a journey. This enter-

(f
prife I completed in lefs than five years. Of

"
all the Emperors* who preceded me * not one

" was fo mild to his fubjecls, nor can that be
" contefted with me even with this CAESAR, be-
"

fore unrivalled in clemency, nor by any other.

" The Partisans, till they inlulted me, I thought it

*'
unjuft to attack ; but after they had infulted me,

"
neither my age, nor the laws which allowed me

"
to quit the fervice -h, prevented my invading

every where found it. Some have not mentioned this

dodtrine, becaufe it was fufficiently eftablifhed. Others

have mentioned it, not in order to prove it, which was by
no means neceflary, but to particularife it, and to dii-

play its confequences. Th- perfuaiion of the immor-

tality of the foul, as well as that of the exiftence of God,
is the tenet of mankind, and the faith of nature.

The contrary error is either the frenzy of a philofopher
who choofes to be fingular, or the huerelled wifli of a li-

bertine. LA BLETERIE.
* In the Original, TL^fl^'y TUIV ~KO E^S y-iyo'iolun a,v, ^xpxl^af

u^r,v TOK- v-y.x'.ots r*ol1or,
' w Of nil the Emperors who pre-

" ceded me I was the mikleft to my fu'-'jefts." This paf-

fage, by which Trajan confounds himlclf with his prede-

ceflbrs, is fimilar to that of Milton (noticed by Addiion in

the Spectator, N 285.) in which Adam and Eve are ranked

among their pollen ty.

Adam, the goodlieft man of men fmce born

His fons, the faireft of her daughters l\\\-.

j- Regularly, every Roman, after twenty years fervice,

was exempted from bearing arms. Trajan had ferved from

his earliell youth. He was fifty-five years old, at leaft,

perhaps fifty-feven, when he made war with Colroes, king
of Parthia. LA BLETERIE.

03 " them.
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'* them. Thus circuinftanced, am not I, who was
"

eminently mild to my fubjecls and formidable

** to my enemies, and who revered your divine

"
daughter, Philofophy, juftly entitled to fuperior

"
honours, and even to the firft rank :"

TRAJAN having concluded, it was allowed that

he excelled all in clemency, a virtue particularly

plealing to the Gods.

MARCUS AURELIUS then beginning to fpeak, Si-

lenus faid, in a low voice, to Bacchus,
' Let us

* hear which of his wonderful paradoxes and
'
aphorifms this Stoic will produce.' But hr,

fixing his eyes on Jupiter and the other Gods, thus

addrefled them :

**
I have no oceafion, O Jupiter and ye Gods,

"
to harangue or difpute. If you were ignorant

'*' of my actions, it would be proper for me to ac-

"
quaint you with them ; but as you are privy to

"
them, and nothing is concealed from you a you

"
will honour me as I deferve."

Thus MARCUS, as in every thing elfe, feemcd

worthy of admiration for his extraordinary pru-
dence in knowing when to fpeak, and when to be

filcnt *.

* This is an imitation of a verfe of yEfchylus, quoted
by Anlus Gellius. In this particular,' the pretended copy
of Marcus Aure'.ins did not referable -his original. Julian
{poke much and often. Lingua: fuf.orh et aJmodum retry
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CONSTANTINE * was then fummoned to fpeak.

He entered the lifts with confidence; but when he

reflected on the actions of his competitors, his own^

feeired trivial and inconfiderable. He defeated, it

is true, two tyrants -}- j
one of them unwarlike and

pufil-

*
Every impartial reader mnfl perceive and condemn the

partiality of Julian againft his uncle and the Chriftian re-

ligion. On this occafion the interpreters are compelled,

by a more facred intereft, to renounce their allegiance, and

deferr the caufe of their author. GIBBON.
The reflections, or farcafms, on the other candidates are

confined to Silenus, or their antagonifts. On this occafion

Julian is betrayed by his prejudice into a breach of the

unity of character before oblerved. by taking, or rather

making Mercury, his informant, take a decided part againft

Conftantine.

f Julian ufes his utmoft endeavours to depreciate the

exploits of his uncle. Conftantine was a great general;
and perhaps his moft fubftantial fault is his having been too

warlike. If he had good fortune, he cleferved it
;
and the

Pagans themfelvcs acknowledged that his talents were equal
to his good fortune. Innitmerte in eo animi corporifijue vir~

tuics claruerunt) fays Eutiopius. Militant gloria appeten-

tijjimns, fortuna in bellis profpera fuit; verum ifa ut non fa-

peraret indtiftriam. I know that Maxentius was a kind of

Sardannpalus, who, remaining at Rome, while his col-

legue made war, faid, that he alone was Emperor, and that

the others were his lieutenants
;

that he conftdered the

going from his palace to the gardens of Salluft as a long

journey, &c. But he had 200,000 troops, a great deal of

money, and good officers " To dethrone him, Conftantine,"

lays a contemporary author,
" with an army lei's numerous

*' than that of Alexander when he marched againft Darius,"
that is, with no more than 40,000 men,

" muft have forced
*' the pafs of Succi, and have gained the battles of Turin,
"

Brelcis, Verona, and Rome, of which the three
" at leufl, mult have been very obftinate and bloody/'

With regard to Licinius, he was not above fifty years
fted he was defeated at the battle of Cibal, aud about

C 4 iixry
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pufillaniffious, the other unfortunate and advanced

in years, and both of them odious to Gods and

men. As for his exploits againft the Barbarians,

they were ridiculous. For he, in a manner, paid

them tribute, to indulge his love of pleafure. He

ftood therefore at a difiance from the Gods, near

the entrance of the moon, of whom he was ena-

moured *, and, gazing only on her, was regardlefs

of the victory.

How-

fixty when he loft the battles of Acjrianople and Chryfo-

p-.-'s,
which rendered Confratitine mafter of the empire.

Licinius, with nil his vices, was brave and fkilful in the

conduct of \var. He made his troops obierve the ancient

difcipline with extreme tcverity. Whatever Julian may fay

of him, his age had not at all abated his courage, any more

than the vigour of his confritution. He was always proi-

perous when he had not Conflantine to encounter. Add,
that the reproach with which fome writers have branded

Conftantine of breaking his word with Licinius, by putting
him to death after having promifed him life, feems remo\ed

by thj lilence of Julian. As to the victories which he

gained over the Barbarians, that is, over the Franks, the

Germans, the Sarmathns, and the Goths, Julian is the

only one who defpifes thofe "
exploits." It is well known

that Conftantine, far from <(

paying tribute" to the Bar-

barians, freed theRomans from that which they paid to the

Goths under the honourable name of penfion. But as he

took into the iervice of the empire 40,000 men of that

nation, the pay which he gave them is probably that which

Jnii ,n calls " tribute." LA BLETERIE,
* Why does Julian make Conftantine " enamoured of

*' the moon ?" This is an senigma which I have endea-

vouiec! to folve. Am I ib fortunate as to have at laft fuc-

cct.,eci? 1 he reader fhall determine. Antiquaries agree,
t at, from the e.irlic-ft times, the crefcent was the diftinc-

tion, or, as we fhould now expreis it, the arms of Byzan-
tium, as it ftili continues to be of Conllantinople. Thu=,

when
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However, as it was neceflary for him to fpeak,
" In thefe particulars," laid he,

"
I am fuperior

V to my opponents ; to the Macedonian, in having
"

fought againft the Romans, Germans, and Scy-
"

thians, inftead of Afiatic Barbarians
;
to C^SAR

'* and OcTAviANL's, in not having vanquifhed,
" like themy good and virtuous citizens, but the

" mod cruel and wicked tyrants. To TRAJAN"
"

aifo, for my flrenuous exertions againft tyrants,
*

I deferve no lefs to be preferred. To recover

" the province
* which he conquered fecms to me

l '

equally

when Julian reproaches his uncle with beinrj enamoured of

the moon, and attending iolely to her, inftead of thinking
of the victory, the author, without detriment to the other

ideas to which this reproach may give rife, principally

means, that Conftantine, wholly devoted to the care of

founding and embelliftiiog his new city, had neglected the

arfhu-s of ftate, and fuffered his laurels to wither. This is

\vhr.t Zoilmus, the copyer of Eunapius and the

echo of Julian, imputes to him, by laying, that " Con-
"

ftantine, after the foundation of Conftantinople, had no
" fucccfs in war; 3WJbX*f wX*o A>* KTof0wpf, and that
*' he fuftered the Barbarians to ini'ult him in his ncv.- cu-
**

pital."
L.v BI.ETERIE.

The above ingenious folution of a dilliculty, before inm-

perable, will, I doubr not, be approved by every reader,

and adopted by all future commentators on the Ca^fars.

*
Meaning Dacia, which Trajan had reduced to a pro-

\ince. Aurelian having abandoned it, it was ufurpecl by
the Goths. There can be no doubt of Conftantine having
carried his arms beyond the Danube. The two Victors

eav.merate, among his great actions, his having made a

bridge over that river. But it is certain, that he did

not conquer the country of the Dacians. I am con>.

that Julian, in order to render him ridiculous, reprefents

him as afte&ing the importance of a conqueror on account

of
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"
equally meritorious: perhaps to regain is more

" laudable than to gain. As to thisMARcus, he,
"

by faying norhing for himfelf, yields us all the

*'

precedency."
'

But, CONSTANTINE,' faid Siienus,
(

why do
'

you ti&t mention, among your great works, the

*

gardens of Adonis *
?
" What mean you," replied

CONSTANTINE,
"

by the gardens of Adonis
~j~

?"

of fome advantages which he had gained over the Goths

fettled in Dacia ; and perhaps for ibme forts which he had

erefted on the left of the Danube. With the fame view,

Julian makes him draw, from the lilence of Marcus

Aurelius, the moil abfurd, and, I may venture to fay,

the moft foolifti conclufion that can be imagined.
LA ELETERIE,

* Thus Suidas :
" The gardens of Adonis confifted of

" lettuce and fennel, which were fowa jn pots. Ic is ufed
44 as a proverb of things immature, or, when in feafon,
**

flight, and not rooted, not laliing, but adhering only
" to the furface." See Athcn. 1. iv. c. 8. and Arrian's

Epiotetus. CANTOCLARUS,
Thus Shakfpeare fays,

Thy promises are like Adonis' garden?,
That one day bloom'd, and fruitful were the next.

i Hen. IV. Act. I. Sc. II.

And Mr. Bramftone, in his Man of Tafte. (Dodfley's
Poems, Vol. I.) fays,

Tots o'er the door I'll place, like cits balconies,

Whjch Bentlcy calls the gardens of Adonis ;

and refers to Bcntley's Milton, b. IX. ver. 439.
thofe gardens feign'd

Or of reviv'd Adonis.

lie might have referred to much more ancient writers

th;ui Mikon or his commentator, whom one would not

h^ve expected to have been ridiculed for this expreliion by
a Icholar.

f Could Confiaminc, though a Chriftian, be ignorant
of the rites of a religion which he had long pradiied ? If

I millake not, he is here UKant to be acculed on the iiT>il

toaiaKUi iulrects. LA BLETERIE.

Pots/
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* Pots,'anfwered Silenus,' filled with earth, in which

f women fow herbs in honour of that lover * of

' Venus. They flourish for a fliort time, but foon

' fade.' At this CONSTANTINE blufhed, knowing
it to be intended as a farcafm on his own alions.

Silence being proclaimed, it was expected that

the Gods would immediately have determined the

pre-eminence by their votes. But they thought it

proper firft to examine the intentions of the can-

didates, and not merely to collect them from their

actions, in which Fortune had the greatefl flvare ;

r.nd that Goddefs, being prefent, loudly reproached

them all, OCTAVIANUS alone excepted, who, fhe

laid, had always been gratefuj to her. Of this the

Gods apprifed Mercury, and commanded him to

begin with afking ALEXANDER " what he
"

thought the higheft excellence, and what
" was his principal view in all the great actions

" and labours of his life ?" He replied,
*
Univerfal

(

conquef!.'
" And in this," faid Mercury,

" did

"
you think you fucceeded .

p" '

Certainly/ an-

fwered ALEXANDER. Silenus added, with a fneeri

ing laugh,
" You forget that yo\i were often con-

'*
quered by my daughters," meaning vines; and

ridiculing Ar.rxAi-rDER for his intemperance.

ALEXANDER, well verfcd in the Peripatetic aphor

rifms, replied,
'

Things inanimate cannot conquer.
4 There can be no contention with them, but only

f with men or animals.' At this, Silenus ironically

*
A>5^ (" hufband") in the original.

expreiling
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expreffing his admiration, exclaimed,

'" Alas ! alas !

" how great are the fubterfuges of logicians ! But

"
in what clafs will you rank yourfelf, among

''
things inanimate, or among- the animate and

"
living?" ALEXANDER, with fome difpleafure,

replied,
' Be lefs fevere ; fuch was my mag-

'

nimity, that I was convinced that I fliould be,

'

nay that I was, a God.' " You allow then,"

faid Silenus,
" that you were often conquered by

tc
yourfelf, when anger, grief, or fome other paffion

" debafed and debilitated your mind." *

But,'

anfwered ALEXANDER,
' for any one to conquer

'
himfelf, and to be conquered by himfelf, are fy-

'

nonymons. I am talking of my victories over

'
others.'

" Fie upon your logic!" returned Si-

lenus ;

" how it detects my fophiftry ! But when
"

you were wounded in India *, and Peucefles lay
' near you, and you, alrnoft breathlefs, were car-

(f ried out of the city, were you conquered by him
" who wounded you, or did you conquer him:"
c

I not only conquered him,' replied ALEXANDER,
* but I alfo deft roved the city.'

" Not you, indeed,
<l

you Immortal," laid Silenus;
"
you lay like Homer's

* Alexander, when he wal beficging the capital of the

Oxydi'aca>, acccn'ding to Qiiintus Curtius, but, as others

lay, of the Mallians, was ib rafli as to leap alone into

he T
.V.IS dangeroufly wounded with an

. .ho, believing him dead, then ad-

vanced to iirip him. Alexander, however, recovering,
killed him with his dagger, and was foon after refcued by

r.-', and vrnied off to his tent almofl dead.

LA BLETERIE.

"
Heftor,
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" Heftor *, languid, and almoft expiring ; others

"
fought and conquered."

e

True, anfwered

ALEXANDER, ' but under my command.' " How
" could they obey you," faid Silenus,

" who were
" carried out almoft dead ?"

He then fung thefe verfes of Euripides -f-
:

"
Unjufl the cuitom of the Greeks; the troops

" The battle gain, their leaders gain the glory."
'

Say no more, my dear father,' faid Bacchus,
*

left he fhould treat you as he treated Clitus..'

At this ALEXANDER blufhed, wept, and was

(ilent.

This difcourfe ended, Mercury thus interrogated

C;ESAR :
"
What, CJESAR, was the principal view

" of your life ?" ' To excell my contemporaries,*

he replied,
' and neither to be, nor to be thought,

' fecond to any."
"

This," laid Mercury,
"

is

" not quite clear. In what did you particularly
" wifh to excell, in wifdom or eloquence, in mili-

te
tary skill, or political abilities?"

c
In every

(

thing,' anfwered C JLSAR.
f
I was defirous of be-

6

ing the firft of men ; but, as that was impoffible,
(

I endeavoured to be the moft powerful of my
* fellow-citizens.'

" And had you much power
"

among them :" faid Silenus.
'

Certainly,' re-

* When he was wounded by Ajax. II. XIV. 432. and

XV. 246.

f In his Andromache. Clitus is faid to have repeated
thefe verfes at a banquet of Alexander, in order to de-

preciate his exploits, by which he provoked Alexander to

kill him, as Quintus Curtius informs us, in his eighth book,

and Plutarch, in his Life of Alexander. BARNES.

3 Plied
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plied CAESAR, for I became their governor/
*'

That," returned Silenus,
"

you might be ; but

"
you could never gain their love, though, for

" that purpofe, you diflembled much humanity,
"

ad:ing a part like a player, and meanly flatter-

"
ing al! men." ' What!' faid CAESAR ;

< was I

' not loved by the people who perfecuted Brutus

' and Caflmsi" "
That," replied Silenus,

" was
44 not becaufe they had murdered you ; for on that

" account the people made them confuls *
; but

" for the fake of your money, as foon as they had
" heard your will, and found that no fmall reward
" was given to thofe who mould be their enemies."

This difcourfe alfo being-wconcluded, Mercury
thus accofted OCTAVIANUS: * Will you alfo tell us

1 what was your principal view ?' He replied,
* To reign well." " What means that ?" faid

* This is contrary to hiftory. Brutus and Caffius were

not nominated to the confulihip by the people. The
former was to have filled that place four years after, but

that was an arrangement made by Caefar. Though, in-

Head of U-O.TB,-,
"

confuls," we fliould read avj'jTrara;,
"

pro- confuls," Julian would ftill be miftakcn. It was
not the people, but the icnate, that invefted Brutus and

Caffius with pfo-confular power in the provinces of which
thofe two republicans had taken poffeffion. LA BLETERIE.

M. de la Bleterie has altered this paflage, in his tranf-

lation, to " they thought them worthy of the confulfhip" for having killed you." I cannot allow myfelf fuch a

liberty, remembering the rule of Rolco;T.;r,on,

Your author always will the bcfl advife,

Fall when he falls

A tranflator may correct his author in. the note?, but

in the text he fhol:ld let him fpeak his own language.

Siienus,
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Silenus. "Explain, AUGUSTUS, as this is pretended
" even by the wicked. Even Dionyfius

*
thought

" that he reigned well ; and fo did the ft'ill more
" abandoned Agathocles *." ' You know then,'

replied OCTAVIANUS, '

ye Gods, that when I

'

parted with my grandfon -f-,
I prayed yen to

*

give him the courage of C^SAR, the conduct of

*
Pompey, and my good fortune.' "

Many flames

" of Gods," faid Siienus,
" moft curioufly carved,

* of Gods of great merit, have been fent us by
"

this ftatuary."
*

Why,' anfwered OCTAVIANUS,
' do you give me that ridiculous appellation ?'

" As Nymphs are carved," he replied,
" have not

"
you formed Gods, one of whom, and the prin-

"
cipal, is this CJESAR :" OCTAVIANUS blufhed {,

and faid no mere.

Mercury then, addreffing himfelf to TRAJAN,

asked,
' what end his actions had in view i'

" The
"

fame," he replied,
"

as thofe of ALEXANDER,
" but with more moderation." e So you were
'

conquered,' faid Siienus,
c

by more ignoble paf-
*

fions. He was frequently fubdued by anger,
*

you by the vileft and mod difgraceful plea-

* Tyrants of Syracufe well known.

\ Auguftus wiflitd this to C. Caefar, the eldeft fon cf

Agrippa and Julia, when he fent him to wage war in the

eait. LA BLET'EHIE.
(

4: Auguftus had reefon to bKifli at thc,ie extre-.

apotheofes ;
and Julian was in the right to ridicire them.

But fhoutd he not have rt-fletted that many of rh f: -ds

whom he worfliipped were no more than images a little

older ? $f*gis e fanglnqn* revcreatia, l l>:d.

'
fu.



2C 8 T H E C JE S A R S.

e fures *,
"
Plague on you!" faid Bacchus. " Your

" farcafms prevent their fpeaking for themfelves.

tl A truce with your jokes, and cpnfider now what

"
you can find reprehenfible in MARCUS

;
for he

" feems to me, in the fenfe of Simonides
-}~, per-

" fedl and faultlefs
'{.."

Then Mercury, turning

towards MARCUS, faid,
* And what, O fage, did

'

you think the greateft happinefs ?* With a low

voice, and with great diffidence, he replied,
"
To,

tf imitate the Gods." This anfwer was immedi-

ately deemed highly noble and praifcMvorthy.

Nor would Mercury queftion him. any farther,

convinced that MARCUS would always anfwer with

equal propriety. In this opinion all the other

Gods concurred. Silenus only exclaimed,
'

By
*
Bacchus, I will not fparc this fophift . Why

' did you formerly eat bread and drink wine, and

' not ncclar and ambrofia, like us ?'
" Not in

" order to imitate the Gods," replied he,
" but

" to nourifh my body, from a perfuafion, whether
c( true or falfe, that your bodies alfo require

* Yet Pliny the younger makes an admirable elogium on

the chafticy or Trajan. Rely on panegy rifts. LA BLETERIE.

f A native of Ceos, one of the Cyclades, diitinguifhed

by his elegiac verles. His anfwer to Hiero's queftion,
*' "What is God?" is well known.

| In the original, 7il^yuto; y

" fbur - cornered," or
*'

fquare." This expreflion occurs in one of the fragments
of this poet ftill preferved.

No one lefs deierves the name of fophift than Marcus

Aurelius.
" A great proof of the regard of the Gods for

**
me," fays he, ... "

is that having a very great love
*' for philofcphy, 1 have never fallen into the hands of any
*'

fophift; that I have not amufed myfelf with reading
** their hooks, or unravelling their vain fubtleties, &c."

Meditations of Marcus Antoninus* LA BLETERIE.

being
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being nourished by the fumes of facrifices *. I

" did not, however, think that you were to be imi-

" tared in this, but in your minds." Silenus, as

much dunned at this as if he had been flruck by a

skilful boxer, replied,
' This is fomewhat piau-

f
fible | ;

but tell me now, in what did you for-

'

merly think, that the imitation of the Gods con-
'

fitted?' MARCUS aafwered,
" In having as few

"
wants, and doing as much good, as poflibie."

' What ! had you no wants ?' faid Silenus. " As
" to myfelf," replied MARCUS,

" I had none ;
but

"
my body perhaps had a few." MARCUS feem-

ing in this alfo to have anfvvered wifely, Silenus at

laft infilled on what he thought improper and

unjuft in the conduct of MARCUS towards his

wife and fon, his enrolling her among the God-

deffes, and entrutling the empire to him. * In

* this alfo,' faid MARCUS, '
I imitated the Gods.

* For I pra<tiled that maxim of Homer,

*
Julian adopts this grofs conception by aicribing it to

his favourite Marcus Antoninus. The Stoics and Platonifts

hefitatcd between the analogy of bodies and the purity of

Ipirits ; yet the graveft philofophers inclined to the

whirrlical fancy of Ariftophanes and Julian, that an un-

believing sge might ftarve the immortal Gods. GIBBON.

f The Gods of Julian are not jealous Gods. On the con-

trary, they are of a good compofition, according to the ar-

rogant philof.'phy of the Stoics, who were fo chimerical as to

imagine, that man has no need of any inward fupport, and

that he may become like to God without any other ftrength
than that of nature. " In which man," laid they,

*' has
** the advantage of Jupiter himfelf. Jupiter is good by
**

nature, but the wile man i* good by his own choice."

LA BLEIERIE.

VOL. I. P * The
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' The wife whom choice and paffion both approve,
' Sure every wife and worthy man will love *.

' And as to my fon, I am juftified in my behaviour

'
by that of Jupiter himfelf.

"
I fhould long ago,"

'
faid he to Mars,

" have transfixed thee with a

" thunder- bolt, if I had not loved thee, becaufe thou

"
art my fon'f."

'
Befides, I never imagined that-

* COMMODUS would have proved fo profligate. And
1

though his youth, afTailed on all fides by ftrong
*

temptations, was hurried away by the word, I

' entrufted the government to one not. yet cor-

'

rupted. Afterwards, indeed, he became wicked.

'

My tendernels therefore to my wife was copied
' from the example of the divine Achilles J, and

*
that

*
Pope, 450. This is faid by Achilles, on the fubjeci

of Brifeis, whom he ccniiders as his wife, and whom Aga-
memnon had taken from him. II. IX. 343. LA BLETERIE.

Julian, after Homer, ftyles Brifeis " the wife" (ya,<*i1u)

of Achilles, as he had before flyled Adonis " the husband"

f (*^)of Venus. One would think he had read Thelyphthora.

f This is the fubftance of what Jupiter fays to Mars.

II. V. 896, &c.

J It is impoffible fully to juftify the weaknefs of Marcus

Aurelius in regard to his wife. Julian, however, might
have made him offer a more plaufible excufe than a maxim
true in general, but liable to fome exceptions ; and which,
for having come from the mouth of the divine Achilles, an

authority very weak in point of conduit, was not the more

applicable to the cafe of Marcus Aurelius. He might
have alleged, not in his juftification, but as an excufe,

that, never fuipeding evil, and judging of others by him-

felf, he had thought that his wife was what fhe ought to

have been. Whatever fome hiftorians may fay, Marcus

Aurelius was ignorant of the irregularities of Fauftina, as

he thanks the Gods " for having given him a wife fo good-
" namred
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' that to my fon * was in imitation of the fupreme
'

Jupiter ; and, befides, in both thefe I was guilty

'of

ct natured ami obliging, full of tendernefs for her husband,
*' and of a wonderful fimplicity of manners." Meditations

of Marcus Antoninus
,

1. i. xvii.
" This ought not to feem very fiirprifing," fays Madam

Dacier,
" if we confider, on one fide, the fimplicity of

41
Antoninus," (fo fhe always calls Marcus Aurelius)

"
and,

" on the other, the genius of Fauftina, who had no lefs

art than beauty, and who had captivated the .emperor

by all the external demonstrations of a tendernefs, which

appeared great in proportion to its falfliood. Half as

much would have been fufficienc to deceive a man much
more diftruftful and fuipicious than Antoninus. If, after

this, any are obftinately aftoniflied at his ignorance,"
continues Madam Dacier,

"
I have no objection, perfuaded,

" that thofe who arefo aftonifhed are in the fame lituation ;

** for the world abounds with fuch examples, and there is

*'
nothing of which women are more capable than fuch

" diffimulation."

Madam Dacier adds, that,
"

if, in the fatire of the
"

Caefars, this prince, inilead of excelling himfelf on ac-
" count of his ignorance, alleges the maxim of Achilles,
" and the example of other emperors, who have paid the
*' fame honours to their wives, though they were no more
"

worthy than Fauftina, the reafon probably was, that
**

Julian meant to include in this fatire the wives of Ha-
"

drian, Vefpafian, and Auguftus." That maybe. But

I rather think that Julian imagined he had anfwered every-

thing when he had quoted fome verfe of Homer,
LA BLETERIE.

The deification of FauMina is the only defedt which

Julian's criticifm is able to difcover in the all-accompliflied
Marcus Aurelius. GIBBON.

Another "
deleft," obferved by Julian in Mnrcus Aure-

lius, was the entrufting the empire to his fon. See p. 209.
* We will not fay, with the Emperor Severus, that

Marcus Aurelius ought to have put his ion Commodus to

death. But the faults, which paternal tendernefs made that

philofophical Emperor commit, are utterly inexcufable in fo

P 2 great
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* of no innovation. It is the general cuftom for

c fons to fucceed to the inheritance of their fathers,

c and this is alfo the wifh of all. Nor was I

' the firfl who decreed divine honours to a wife,

'
there being many precedents. To have intro-

' duced it might perhaps have been unreafonable ;

' but to prevent the neareft relations from fol-

'

lowing a cuftom eftablifhed by others, would be

'

uBJuft. But I forget myfelf, and have been too

prolix in my apology to you, O Jupiter and ye

great a man. I know that he at firft took all poilible

methods to give his fon an excellent education. But fome

corrupters insinuated themfelves into the favour of that

prince. It it faid, that, when Marcus Aurelius removed

them, Commodus was fo chagrined as to be ill, and that

his father had the weaknefs to reftore them to him.

Be that as it may, one of thefe three things muft be

allowed
; either Marcus Aurelius was apprifed of the bad,

inclinations of his fon ; or he confidered him as a young
man wavering between good and evil; or, laftly, he thought
him folidly virtuous. Jn the firft cafe, the empire not being

hereditary, Marcus Aurelius fhould have caufed the icnate

to name him another fucceflbr, and not have falfified the

fair fpeeches which he himfelf had made :
"
May my

" children perifli,
if they lefs deierve to be loved than

** thofe of Caffius, and if their lives arc not ufofui to the
"

republic!" la the fecond cafe, was the love of his

country difplayed by cxpofing it to the rifle of having a vicious

Emperor ? On the third itippofition, how can this prince
be exculpated for having depended too much on the virtues

which he thought he law in a child ? He made the fenate

confer on him, at the age of fifteen or fixteen at moft, both

the confulfliip, and the tribunitial power, and even the title

of Auguftus ; and by that in a manner diverted himfelf of

paternal authority. Antoninus had not done fo much in

favour of Marcus Aurelius himfelf, though he was fo early
attached to virtue. LA BLETERIE.

*
Gods,
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'

Gods, who know all things. Pardon me this

'
indifcretion.'

When MARCUS had finiihed his fpeech, Mer-

cury interrogated CONSTANTINE, and afked him,
" What good end he had in view ?"

*

Having
' amafied great riches *,' he replied,

'
to disburfe

* them liberally in the gratification of my own de-
'

fires, and thofe of my friends/ At this, Silenus

burft into a fit of loud larvghter, and faid,
" You

" now wilh to pafs for a banker J ; but how can

"
you

*
It is difficult to conceive that Conflantine did not op-

prefs his fubjrcls. I mean, that he did not lay fome new-

burthen upon them, and even that he granted fome dimi-

nution of the old ones, according to M. de Tillemont.

However, if \ve confider the ftate in which the empire muft

be, after fo many civil \vars, after having fuffered the reigns
of that crowd of Emperors and Ccefara, or rather tyrants,
each of whom expended as much as a Jingle fovereign, we
fhall allow that, in fuch circumftances, the deiign of found-

ing a new capital, and of making Conftantinople at once

equal to Rome, the work of fo many ages, was not that

of a prince fufllciently intent on the welfare of his fubje&s.
But to fay that, in amaffing wealth, his object was to

fatisfy the paffions of others, is unjuftly to render him re-

fponiible for the abufes which were made of his liberality

by fome of his friends, whom perhaps he had not chofen

with fufficient difcernment. To pretend that his view was
to fatisfy his own paflions is a calumny, unlefs it means his

paffion for New Rome : that paflion, however, did not fo

exhauft his ticafi.rcs as to leave him nothing to diftributc

in immenfe charities, in building and endowing churches,
and in magnificently rewarding men of letters and artifts.

LA BLETERIE.

f To underftand this farcaftic pleafantry of Silenus, we
muft fuppofe that the bankers at that time lived and drefled

very penurioully.
" As by your own confeffion," fayi

P 3 Silenu,
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"
you forget your living like a cook, or a hair-

"
dreflfer ? This your hair and looks formerly

Silenus,
"
you employed yaurfelf in receiving and counting

"
money, like a banker, you ought to have lived and

<c drefled like one. You ought not to have indulged your-
".felf in good cheer, in inventing new ragojjts, in paying
" fo much attention to your hair." The table of Con-

ftantine was ferved wkh magnificence. By his medals it is

thought that he was perhaps too curious in drefs. Eufe-

bius mentions fome white hair that was among the pre-
fents which were fent him by Barbarian kings *. He wore

gold-flowered fluffs, and a diadem adorned wflfh jewels and

pearls.
What a fcandal to Julian, who banifhed from "his

palace all the cooks, who lived on vegetables, who ne-

glecled his hair and his perfon, on whom the diadem fat

fo heavy that he retained it only through policy ! He muft

have been enraged at him who had made the ufe of it

common, and by that means laid his fuccefTors under the

Beceffity of wearing it. LA BLETERIE.
The drefs and manners, which, towards the decline of

life, he chofe to affect, ferved only to degrade him in the

eyes of mankind. The Afiatic pomp, which had been

adopted by the pride of Diocletian, afiumed an air of

foftnefs and effeminancy in the perfon of Conftantine. He
is reprefented with falle hair of various colours, laboriouily

arranged by the Ikilful artifts of the times, a diadem of a

new and more expenfive fafhion, a profufion of gems and

pearls, of collars and bracelets, and a variegated flowing
robe of filk, moft curioufly embroidered with flowers of

gold. In fuch apparel, fcarcely to be excufed in the youth
and folly of Elag^bahis, we are at a lofs to difcover the

wifdom of an aged monarch, and the fimplicity of a Roman
veteran. Julian, in the Crefars, attempts to ridicule his

uncle. His fufpicious teflimony is confirmed, however,

by the learned Spanheim, with the authority of medals.

Eufebius alleges, that " Conftantine d relied for the public,
" not for himfelf." Were this admitted, the vaineft cox-

comb could never want an excufe. GIBBON,

* Sec Eufcbius's Life of Conftantijie IV.

"
proved,,
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"
proved, but now your words deraonflrate."

Thus feverdy farcaftic was Silenus.

Silence being proclaimed, the Gods gave their

'votes privately. Moft were in favour of MARCUS *,

but Jupiter, after difcourfing apart with his father,

ordered Mercury to make the following procla-

mation :
' All you who have engaged in this con-

'
teft, know, that, by our laws, and decrees, the

' vidtor is allowed to rejoice, but not to infult the
'

vanquished. Depart then wherever you pleafe,
' under the*patronage of the Gods, and, for the
e
.future, refiding here, let every one choofe fome

*

guardian and protector/

ALEXANDER immediately battened to Hercules,

and OCTAVIANUS to Apollo ; but MARCUS at-

tached himfelf clofely both to Jupiter and Saturn.

CAESAR wandered about, and ran here and there,

'till Mars and Venus, moved with compaflion,

called him to them. TRAJAN joined ALEXANDER,
as if he would feat himfelf in the fame place.

But CONSTANTINE not finding among the Gods

the model of his a&ions, and perceiving the God-

defs of Pleafure, repaired to her. She received

him very courteoufly, embraced him, and then

drefling him in a woman's variegated gown, and

*
Julian was fecretly inclined to prefer a Greek to a

Reman. But when he ferioufly compared a hero with a

philofopher, he was fenlible that mankind had much greater

obligations to Socrates than to Alexander. GIBBON.
See his EpifHe to Themiftius, p. ^4.

P 4 nicely
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nicely curling his hair, led him away to Luxury *.

With her he found one of his fons
-f-,

who loudly

proclaimed,

*
A<ro)".. Julian here perfonifies Luxury, or (as M. de

la Bleterie tranflates it) Debauchery, and places her among
the Gods, in the fame manner as he had before deified

Pleafure (T^Qn), and Repentance (MI!*JUEA.)

-j-
This fon, whom Conftantine finds with Debauchery, is

not one of the three who had followed him to the banquet,
and whom, Julian fays a little lower, their father " led

' out of the aflembly of the Gods." He here means

Crifpus, the elded of all, a pupil of the celebrated Lac-

tantius, and known by his tragical death full more than

by his victories. But why does Julian place near De-

bauchery that prince whom hiftory mentions as an unfor-

tunate hero ? Is it becaufe he thought him gui'ty of the

crime of which his fte.p-moth.er accufed him ? No ; that

would tend to the exculpation of Conftantine. It is rather

owing to Julian's continuing to treat a manner of living

lefs fingular than his own as effeminacy and debauchery.

Crifpus was charged by the Emprefs Faulu with the fame

crime of which Phaedra had formerly accufed Hippolytus,
and of intending to dethrone his father. Conftantine, too

civdulous, put his fon to death, and foon after, having
ciilcovered the innocence of Crifpus, he punifhed the falfe

accuier with a rigour that was considered as a new crime.

Thefe two deaths, and that of his nephew, young
] .icinius, are indeed enormous crimes, which might have

heeri expiated by the baptifin which Conftantine received

before he died. But we may judge of the effect which

they produced on fuch fuperficial and corrupt minds as

imputed to religion the faults of its
profeflbrs, both by the

blalpheniies of Julian and of modern infidels. Without

pretending to penetrate into the judgments of God, we

may con (icier, with M. de Tillemont, s the chaitiiement of

thefe cruel act ions of Conftantine, both the faults which

the Arians made him commit, and the extinction of his

family, which feemed likely to continue for many ages ; yet,
numerous as it was, peiifhcd in lefs than forty years, by
fuch a variety of bloody and untimely deaths, as excites

horror. Mm therefore the fword JJjall not fapart from
thine
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proclaimed,
" Let all, whether they be libertines,

" or murderers, or whatever be their crimes *,

44

boldly

thltu koufc . . . Lt'caufe tboti haft given g*'cat ccc.i/inn to the

enemies of the Lord to Uafphtmc. LA BLETERIE.

Such haughty contempt for the opinion of mankind,
uhilft it imprints an indelible difgrace on the memory of

Conftantine, mult remind us of the very different behaviour

of one of the greateft monarchs of the prefent age. The
Czar Peter, in the full poileffion of defpotic power, fub-

mitted to the judgment of Ruffia, of Europe, and of pof-

terity, the reafons which had compelled him to fubfcribe

the condemnation of a criminal, or, at Icaft, a degenerate
ion. GIBBON.

* One would think, at firft, that Julian alludes to the

ftory which the Pagans of the fifth century circulated

on the fubjeft of the converfion of Conitantine. They
faid, that that prince, ftruck with remorie for having put
his fon and his wife to death, having afked Sopater, chief

of the Platonic fchool, and the Pagan pontiffs, whether

the religion of the Gentiles had any expiation to efface

inch crimes, anfwered him, that it had not
; that, in con-

fequence, Conftantine had a conference with a certain

^Egyptian, who had come from Spain to Rome, and was well

known to the women of the palace ; that this /Egyptian and

fome bifhops allured him that the Chriilian religion would

give him what the Pagans refufed him ; and that there was

no kind of wickednefs which could not be wafhed in the

blood of Jefus Chrift; and that, upon their anfver, he

embraced Christianity, and declared himfelf its protector.

This relation proves that the Pagans did not confider

Conitantine as a man without conicience ;
and that, more

equitable than our free-thinkers, they alcribcd his change,
not to policy, but to conviction. If the rtory were true,

there would be no more pretence tp inlult us for the favilrs

of Conflantine, as he muft have committed them in the

darknefs of idolatry. But trvith obliges me to fiy, rhat the

fact cannot be iuppcrted. For, i. as Sozomen remark 1

,

the philefopher Sopater, being well verfed in the religion

of the Gentiles, could not be ignorant that it had fome

expiaticns for iuch cales as that of Conitantine.

4 2. It



2 i8 THEC./ESARS.
"

boldly advance, for by fprinkling them with
"

water, I will immediately make them pure. And
"

if

2. It is not credible that the pontiffs of the idols fhould

h.ive been fo filly as to lay him under an abfolute neceffity

of providing himfelf elfewhere. If they had not had ex-

piations, they would have invented them, to quiet the con-

fcience of an Emperor whom they faw on the eve of de-

ferring them, and throwing himfelf into the arms of the

Chriiiians. 3. Crifpus, Faufta, and young Licinius died

in 326; and in the year 312 Conftantine acknowledged the

Chriilian religion as the only true one.

Julian was too well acquainted with the hiftory of his

family, and the nera of the converfion of Conftantine, to

have had in view a fahle, which he confidered as a fable,

1'uppofiiig that in his time it had been yet invented. I

imagine therefore that this apoflate introduces Crifpus

vaunting the efficacy of baptifm and repentance, in order

to iniinuate, by that profane irony, that the profpect of the

refources offered to finners by the Chriftian religion had

emboldened Conftantine to fhed the blood of his relations.

It was a common calumny with the Pagans to fay, that

ChriiHanity favoured the corruption of men by promifing

pardon to the greateft crimes; as if thegofpd promiits any

thing to incorrigible finners, or allures them that they fliall

have time and the will to reform.

This calumny is the more atrocious in the mouth of

Julian, as, having been of the clergy, he muft be better

acquainted with the fpirit of the church, with the wife

precautions and long probations that fhe employs to be

aflured of the ccnverfion both of catechumens and of

penitents. A religion, which did not offer to the moft mife-

rablc man a method of recovering the favour of God, would

be an ineffectual religion, and little worthy of the goodnefs
of God who would have ail men fayed. It would indeed

favour corruption by plunging or leaving the guilty in de-

fpair. A religion, which lliould pretend to efface crimes by
ir.ere ceremonies, without reforming thecrimiinl, would be

no more than a farce, a defpicable pa'liative, likely to ex-

afpt-rate the diieaie, but not to- cure it. Chriiuanity ob-

ferves the jijil mean. Adapted to the wants of mankind,
and
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if they fhould relapfe, they need only fmite

" their breads and beat their heads, and they will

"
again be purified."

To

and worthy of the fan&ityof its author, it prefents men,
to whatever abyfs of degradation and miiery vice may have

reduced them, with a line which conducts them {trait to

God, provided, and not elfe, that they become new men
in and by Jefus Chrift. In all times, Come, feparating the

promife from the condition, have alTumed, by a deplorable

abufe, a kind of title to fin more boldly. But God for-

bid, that, on the word of an accufer, who gueffes and can-

not prove, we ftiould think that Conftantine was of that

number, and that the expectation of baptifm mould have

influenced him to actions ibr which he is juflly reproached!
After all, it is not the fault of phyfic, if, from the uncer-

tain hope of the affiftance that it offers, fome are ib ex-

travagant as to aggravate their difeafes.

Befides the flanderous imputation juil mentioned, I per-
ceive in the words of Crifpus a fatirical ftroke which is not

undefended. By the confeilion of Eufebius (which is faying

every thing) Conflantine did not enough diftinguifh from
true Chriftians thofe who embraced Chriftianity only to

make their fortunes. "
By their hypocrify and artifice,"

fays Eufebius,
"

they infinuated themfelves into the favour
" of the Emperor, and much injured his reputation." Julian,

therefore here means to reproach Conflantine for having
over-looked everything, and pardoned every thing, provided
his religion was profeiled. But why did not the cenfor

perceive, that he himfelf is more jultly entitled to the like

cenlure ? Neither the uncle nor the nephew had fufficient

delicacy as to their profelytes. Yet they muft have been

well acquainted with a memorable ftory of Conitantu:?.

Chlorus. That prince, at the time when his collegucs
were perfecnting Chriftianity with fire and fword, af-

fembled fuch officers of his palace, and governors of his

provinces, as were Chriflians, and gave them the alter-

native, either of retaining their places, by facrificing to the

Gods, or of ioiing then by adhering to their reiigion.

When they had all made their options, he foid to the pre-

varicators,
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To this Goddefs CONSTANTINE gladly devoted

himfelf, and with her conduced his fons out of the

aflembly of the Gods. But the Deities who punifh

atheifm * and bloodflied avenged on him and them

the murder of their relations f, till Jupiter, in fa-

vour of CLAUDIUS J and CONSTANTIUS S gave

them fome refpite.

varicators,
" You have bafe and venal minds. I cafiiier

you, and banifh you for ever from my palace. He who

betrays his conference is capable of betraying me. As
for you," faid he to the others,

" I give you my efteem

and confidence. A man is faithful to his prince and

the community when he is faithful to his God." He
retained them in his fervice, and entrufted them with the

guard of his perfon, and the principal affairs of llate
;

confidering them as his fureft friends and real treafures.

I fliall conclude this long note, or rather differtation, with

obferving that M. de Tillemont queftions whether Crifpus
had received baptifm. The fpeech which Julian ailigns. to

him leaves no room to doubt it. But it was not before

perceived that it is Crifpus who fpeaks in this paiTage.
LA BLETERIE.

Dr. Bentley, under the borrowed name of Phileleutherus

Lipiieniis, ityles this ** a ridiculous and ftale banter, ufed
"

by Celfus and others, before Julian, upon the Chriftian
'* doctrines of baptifm, and repentance, and remiffion of
*'

fins," and has refuted it at large in his Remarks on a

late difcourfe of Free-thinking, xln.
*

Julian treats the Chriftians as atheifts, becaufe they

reject the plurality of Gods, and acknowledge one only.
LA BLETERIE.

f After the death cf Conftantine, the foldiers laid

violent hands on his three brothers, and five of his nephews.
Conftantius was confidered as guilty of this maflacre, and

Julian probably means to charge with it Conilantine the

younger alio, and Cor.flans. Be that as it may, the two

latter made war on each other, and Conftantine the younger
v> as killed near Aquileia by the troops of Conftans. That

Contlantius put Gall us to death is well known. Ibid.

I Claudius II. mentioned p. 167.
" As
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" As for you," faid Mercury, addrdling him-

felf to me,
"

I have introduced you to the know-
"

ledge of your father the Sun *
; obey then his

41
dictates, making him your guide and fecure

14

refuge, while you live; and when you leave

" the world, adopt him, 'with good hopes, for

'*
your tutelar God."

*
Jtilinn, as form as he role, always addrefled a prayer

to Mercury. He thought himielf under the protection of

that God. We have laid in the preface, and ihal! again
obferve in another place, that by the Sun he underftands

the Demiurgus, or Xogoa. LA BLETEHIF.

The
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z AUGUSTUS

3 Tiberius

4
*

Caligula

5 Claudius I.

6 * Nero

[Vindex]

7 Galba
8 Otho

9 Vitellius

10 Vefpafian
11 Titus

12 * Domitian

THE CAESARS.
The following Lift of the Roman Emperors, from

JULIUS CAESAR to JULIAN* will give a fuccinft

view of all that are mentioned, and all that are

omitted, in the foregoing Satire.

Before Xt.

26 * Maximin, died

and

Maximum

27 Pupienus
and

Ballinus

28 Gordian

29 Philip

30 Dec'i us

3 1 Gatlus

32 f Valerian

33 \ Gallienus

34 Claudius II.

35 Aurelian

36 Tacitus

37 Probus

38 f Carus

\ Carious

and

f- Numerinn

39 Diocletian -\

and Irefigned305
Maximian J

4oConftantius-Ch.Iorusd.3o6
and

4 Galerius 311

41 f CONSTAN'TINE THE
GREAT 337

and

f Licinius 3:3
218 42 f Conihntine II. 340
222 f Conftantius 361

and

f Conftans 350
43 JULIAN II. 363

N. B. Thofe marked -f were excluded the aflembly ; thofe

were thrown into Tartarus; and thofe in Italicks are not mentioned.

Vindex, though men^irnd, \vas not Emperor. And Tiberius,
Commodus, and Eiagabaius, though they efcaped Tartarus, dc-

fcrv-cd it. The

i JULIUS CjsAR,died 44
A.D.

H
37

4'

54
68

68

68

69

69

79
81

96

98
I:

7

J 37
161

13 Nerva

14 TRAJAN

15 Hadrian

1 6 Antoninus Pius

17 MARCUS AURELIUS 180

and

Lucius Verus

18 f Commodus

19 Pertinax

20 Julian. I.

21 Severus

22 * Caracalla

and

Geta

23 f Macrinus

arid

Diadumenus

24 f Eliagabalus 222

35 Alexander Severus 235

A. D.

238

238

238

238

249

252
260

268

270

275

276
282

284

285

284

169

193
J 93

193
211

2I 7

212

2l8
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The MISOPOGON, or the ANTIOCHIAN *.

A NACREON -f compofed many ludicrous A. D.

f^ poems J, the Fates having endowed him

with a fportive vein. But neither Alcseus $, nor

Archi-

*
Being jeered by the Amiochians, and feveral afperfions

having been thrown on his beard in particular, Julian took

his revenge in this fatire, in which, by a figurative repre-
henfion of himfelf, he drew his keen pen againft the man-
ners and luxury of the people of Antioch. This work,
and its fubject, are mentioned by Ammianus, /. xxij.

Zofimus, /. in. Gregory Nazianzen, Orct. n. on Julian,
and Socrates, /. in. c. 17. PETAU.

It feems as if Julian meant in fome fore to confound him-

felf with his beard, which was fo dear to him that it dif-

pleafed the inhabitants of Antioch. After all, the title of

a book frequently refers to fome paflage only in the work,

LA BLETERIE.
Inftead of abufing, or exerting, the authority of the

{late, to revenge his perfonal injuries, Julian contented

himfelf with an inoffenfive mode of retaliation which ic

would be in the power of few princes to employ. He had
been infulted by fatires and libels ; in his turn, he com-

pofed, under the title of " The Enemy of the Beard,"
an ironical confeflion of his own faults, and a fevere fatire

on the licentious and effeminate manners of Antioch.

This imperial reply was publickly expofed before the gates
of the palace, and the Mifopogon ftill remains a fingular
monument of the lelentment, the wit, the humanity, and

the indifcretion of Julian. GIBBON.
The fatire of Julian, and the homilies of St. Chry-

foftom, exhibit the fame picture of Antioch. Ibid.

In like manner, Hadrian, it is obfervable, was alfo

much offended with the levity and petulance of the An-

tiochians, and had thoughts of disjoining Phoenicia from

Syria, rhat their city might not continue the metropolis of

fo rnasy others.

A Lyric
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Archilochus * of Paros, were favoured by the

Gods with a Mufe who had a talent for mirth and

pleafantry j for when they were cpprefTed with

misfortunes, they had recourfe to the Mufes, and

alleviated the weight of their cares by railing at

their enemies. The law, however, forbids me, as

well as every one elfe, to accufe any by name
ft,

even

f A Lyric poet of Teos, a city in Ionia, who wrote

many more odes than are tranfmitted to us, as Horace

fays, pcrftfpc cava tefud'iKc f.evit amorcm. Epod. xiv. 4.

J We read in the editions,
'* Anacreon made many

" ferious and ludicrous poems," j^eAn a-ipta. *).
V/hether this poet wrote any thing but fongs, is the quef-

tion. By faying, that '* Anacreon made fome ferious verfes,"

Julian would fay the direct contrary of what he meant. I

thiuk therefore that the text fhoul be corrected, and the

word Ttfrria. fubftituted, or that we ihould only read x;a*ui<.

.In one of the MSS. of the King's library, which has been

lent me, the words c-e/xva are not to be found ; and the

other informs the reader, that there are fome MSS. in

which thofe words do not occur. LA BLETERIE.
A native of Mitylene. From him the Alcaic verfes

derive their name. His pieces were fevere fatires againft
the tyrants of Lesbos, Fittacus in particular. His ftyle,

according to Quintilian, was lofty, and much refembled

that of Homer.
* Sec p. 131.

||
The Roman laws, beginning with thofe fubfequent

to the xu tables, condemn feverely the authors of defa-

matory libels. Julian, though in joke, is glad to {hew that

he has a republican ipirit. He conndered the Emperors as

juftly fubjecl to all the laws, except thofe with which they
had fpecifically difpenfed. LA BLETERIE.

Pcrfonal fatire was condemned by the law of the twelve

tables.

&' mala condiderit in tjucm quis carmina
y jus eft

Ji/diciitviijJ/e. Hor.

Julinn owns himfelf fubject to the law, and the Abbe
dc la Bleterie has eagerly embraced a declaration fo agree

-

'

, able
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even of tliof^ who, as I have in no refpccl: in-

jured tliem, are hoftile.^gjrcfTors. ,And
3 beiides,

the mode of education, which is -?.t prefc'nt purfu.ed

by perfons of faihibn *, deprives me of the har-

mony

able to hh own fyftern, and indeed to the true f^nt of the

Imperial contfitution. GIBEON-.
*

I do not remember el lew he re to have read that poetry
was then io much decried. However that might be, i;i

Greece the age of yerfe was not then over: witricfs St.

Gregory Kazienz'en, whofe fi)bl'ime. and truly Homeric

poems prove that gcr.iiis ;md enthufiafm require, not the

i.lTifLancc of h.',!c. J'.:!Uih himfelf was a poet; and Li-

banius informs tif, that there was a cplle&ion of vcrfcs

hinds by that prince to celebrate the arrival of fome men
bflearning at his court. Twcrraiall pieces of his \\ ;

are all that no'.v remain. In one of them, 'he elegantly
dnd forcibly dci'jribcs an organ, conailing, like ours, of

pipe's,' bello'.vs, nfid' ftbps.
v

The other is an cpigrruu
"

againit beer." it 'muit have been made in the Gauls.

Of the latter, ?.!. de la Bletcrie h:;-;
gi\feh

a par:;pl:rai|,

or imitation, in French. The following are elofe traiif-'

larioiis of tliem both. The originalj, ;.i literary curi-

E s, are annexed.
'

The Emperor Julian or. an Q
Reeds ftrike my vvonci'ring eyes, unknown before,

Sprung from iorrje'brazen foil, fome. foreign Ihore ;

Fraitlefs our efforts, for i:i yairi we blow,

Till, from a cave of bather, u-inil: .bclo-/.'

To hollow pipes harmonious powers imp .rt :

1'heii, if fome-maltcrr, in t'u' Orphc;:n art

ExperiencHd, touch r'ae well -according keys^
- ,;it they warble, :md rtfponr.ve pleuic.

Ti-'AiaiK BxriXewj j TO ojyayjy.

. 3t;a<* r^y O.T:' ?.>.r;

XaXKfi^? ~%^ i*a?w-.ov vs>.ar>icr v
ff.fnaf^.

jApyloi, fcil &yey.3tyn vty' ryiflifOH; iJb^l&vla-l,

. A". ,\\TO r.''.'- r
'-'

' "' '"'"'' BflljiJ

VOL. 1.

'

Q N-
?
8'f
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mony of numbers. For it feems now as diflbo-

nourable to cultivate poetry, as it was in former

times to be unjuftly rich.

I will

O* $' aTraXo* anuQtnftf

Merfennus has inferted a Latin tranilation of this epi-

gram, in his lib. in. DC Organis, p. 113. and Zarlino,

who wrote in 1571* is of opinion, that the organ here

mentioned was efientially the fame with the organ of his

time. But the introduction of it into churches is generally
afcribed to Pope Vitellianus, who was advanced to the Pon-

tificate, A. D. 663. Dr. Prieftley indeed (Hiftory of the

Corruptions of Chriitianity, vol. II. p. 122.) by fome mif-

rake, fiippofes it to be introduced into churches by Marions

Sanutus io late as 1312. An organ is mentioned by
Gervafe the monk, who wrote in 1200, as having been

fometime erected in Canterbury Cathedral, over St.

Michael's chapel (uli organafoknt eje), and the foundation

of its loft remains to this day. An hydraulic organ (of
which Sir John Hawkins ha$ given a fketch from Kircher)

is defcribed by Vitruvius, who lived in the reign of Au-

guftus. The following note is from Dr. Bvirney.
The moft ancient proof of an inftrument refembling a

modern organ blown by bellows, and played by keys, very
different from the Hydraxllcon (or water-organ) which is of

much higher antiquity, is a Greek epigram in the Antbo-

logia^ attributed to the Emperor Julian the Apc^late, who
fiourifhed about 364 J.

I fhall here give a literal tranflatkm of this epigram,
which, though it contain no very beautiful or poetical

images, will anfwer the hiftorical purpoie of afcertaining

^ A tal 5

fturdy fellcr.v,
"

alluding to the force necefifii y to beat

down that kind of clumfy carillon keys of this rude inuruiiKr.T

of iiew invention. BURNEY.

f The rulers of the pipes. lit-rally keys. Ibid.

\ Thi-5< a finall chronological miftake, as Julian died in }u"f,

?6j. .

the
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I will nor, however, torally difclaim the aflift-

smce of the Mufcs. I have feen the barbarous

nations beyond the lUiine delighted \vich the

melody of faYage mufic, whofe notes referable the

dilTonant fcreams of birds. Bud muficians difguft

the exiilence of an instrument in the fourth century, which
in many particulars refembled a modern organ .

"
I ftc reeds of a ne\V fpecies, the growth of another

and a brazen foil
;
fuch as are not agitared bv our \vinds,

but by a blaft that nifties from a leathern cavern be*

neath their roots
;
while a robult mortal, running with

iwift fingers over the concordant keys, makes them, as

they fmoothly dance, utter concordant founds."

Nothing material is omitted in the veriion of this epi-

gram, or rather enigma, upon the organ, though not a

Very ingenious one ; for the word OH/AXV, the
pif>f$, difcovera

the whole myftery. BURNEY.

The Emperor Julian on Bailey-wine.

Who, what art thou ? thy name, thy birth declare :

Thou art no Bacchus, 1 by Bacchus fwear.

Jove's fon alone T know, 1 know not thee ;

Thou fmell'ft like goats, bur fweet as nectar he.

In Gallia, thirfry Gallia, thou wert born,

Scanty of grapes, but prodigal of corn.

Bromus, not Brcmius, ftyl'd, thy brows with corn,

As fprung from Ceres, not from Jove, adorn.

The turn, or pun, at the condition, cannot be preferred
in Englilh. Brotnius was one name of Bacchus, from B^w,
i4 to rave," like the Bacchanals. And Julian gives the

mme'of Bromus to beer, from Bfo^o?,
" oats." Such, however,

is the improvement of climates, that modern Gaul pro-*

daces as much and as good wines as Italy ;
and Britain more

and better beer than ancient Gaul.

f ;
Tt9{> etc, Aioyyt ;

Ot/ cr'tdyyvft.'3
-

tft)
t TO

o; vsxTlao o^i'Ji' cv 81

Tr; ^reur, (Sblgvut ret^

V <rt

their
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their hearers, but they are naturally pleating tc?

tliemfelves. Reflecting on this, I have been wont

to whifper to myfelf, not indeed with equal addrefs,

biit, I am certain, with equal magnanimity, what

Ifmenias * faid of old,
"

1 will fing for the Mufes
" and myfelf." But my fong is in profe, 'and will

contain many bitter farcafms, not on others, by

Jupiter,, (for how can that be, as they are illegnl :)

but on the author himfdf. For no law forbids

my writing a pancgyrick or fatire on inyieli ;

though if I were delirous of praifing myfelf, I could

rot, but blame I can in many inflances.

And, firft, I will begin with my face. To this,

formed by nature not over beautiful, graceful, or

becoming, my own perverfenefs and fingularity

have added this long beard |, to punifti it, as it

were,

* Ifmenias was a very fkilful player on the flute. Julian
is the only one who afcribes to him this expreffion. Cicero^

[in his Brutus, c. 50.] puts one very like it in the mouth
of Antigenidas, another player on the flute, who, in order

to encourage one of his icholars, whcm the public die! no*

reiifli, faid to him,
"

Play for the Mufes, and for me."
LA BLETERIE.

f Some friends, for whofeunderftanding and tafle I have

the higheft Tefpecl, fuppofing themfelves to fpeak in the

name of the nation, requefted me to fupprefs entirely the

idea which Julian here conveys. It is only by fufferance

that they have allowed me to intimate it by one rapid word.

For my own part, I was afraid of giving a handle to infi-

f'r!ir\. Will the French delicacy go fo far as to falfify

authors r The more difgufMng this paflage of Julian is, the

inore it characteriies him ; and every thing that charac-

tcrifes, when it does not offend good manners or religion.

fliould
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were, for no other reafon but bccaufe Nature has

not made it handfome. Therefore I fulFer lice to

icamper about it, -like beads through a thicket : I

cannot indulge myfeif in eating voracioufly, and

mu ft be cautious of opening my mouth wide when

I drink, left I fwallow as. many hairs as crumbs.

-As for killing, and being killed, they give me not

the lead trouble.

Y^t amongft other inconveniences of my beard,

this is one, that it prevents ray joining pure lips

to fmooth, and, I think, much fvveeter lips, as was

formerly obferyed *
by one, who, infpired by Pan

fhould be facred to a translator. As the notes admit any.

thing, here follows a faithful translation of the pafTage in

quefiion ; excepting that the original calls thxi things by
their name. [In the French tranflation therefore ^^w,
"

lice," are rendered by dc petit; animaux incommodes,
" fome

"
little troub'.efome animals," which might as we'l be fleas.

And v;hy not des infcfics, or dc hi <ivrmi>;c ?~\ That a Rotoan

emperor fhould boaft of fuch a circumftance, and that he

lliould boail of it falfely, as I fuppoie, is, literally ipeak-

ir.g, a fingular flroke, which paints Julian better than a

thoufand volumes.
'

LA BLETERIE.
The friends of the Abbe de la Bleterie adjured him, iu

the name of the French nation, not to tranflate this paf-

iuge fo offenfive to their delicacy. Like him, I have con-

rented myfelf with a tranfient allufion ; but the little ani-

mal, \vhich Julian names,
"

is a beaft familiar to man,

fgnifies love." [Shakfpeare, 2 Hen. IV.] GIBBON.
Mr. Gibbon's " traniient alhifion" is

" the fhaggy and

Ions beard," and "
la larbe tongue et

j>cuj>let*
is the

'

r.pid word*' of M. de la Bleterie.

:

Theocriius, Idyll, xii. 32.

He who {hall lips to lips molt fweetly join, &c.

ipeaking of a g-irland that was prefented at the tomb of
L'iocles to the youth who gave the fvveeteit kifs.
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and Calliope, made fome verfes on Daphnis '*'. You

fay, that
"

it is only fit to twill into ropes." That

I would readily allow, provided you could fo art-

fully extract the bridles, as to prevent their hurting

your foft and tender fingers. Think not that this

offends me ;
for I will give you a reaibn why I

wear a chin like a goat, inflead of making it

fmooth and bcre like thofe of beautiful boys,

and of all women by nature lovely. You, fuch is

the delicacy, and perhaps (imp'icity, of )our man-

ners, even when old, imitate your fons and daugh-

ters by ftudioufiy (having your chins, thus dif-

pl<yiug the man by the forehead only, and not,

like me, by the cheeks. But not contented with

this length of beard, my head is alfo naily and

feldom combed, my nails are unpared, and my

fingers are ufually black with ink. And, to tell

you a fecrcr, my bofom too is rough and hairy,

like the mane of the lion, king of beafts, nor

have I ever made it fmooth, ftich is my nieannefs

and* illiberally. If I had any wart, I would

readily difclofe ir, as Cimon did, but at prefent

in truth 1 have none.

* The fon of Mercury, whofe ftory is fung in the fi'-ft

Jdyllium Diociorus Sicuhis fvippofes him to have been the

firll author of bucolic poetry ; and. agreeably to this,

Theon, r.n old fcholiatl: on Theocritus, in his note on the

fir (I Iclyllitnn, vcr. 141. mentioning Daphnis, lays,
4 he

" was the inventor of bucolics." Be that as it may. this

Dapl.nis was probably the fir it fubjeft of bucolic fongs.

FAWKES.
Theocritus his alfo r.n epigram

" to Daphnis flcfepirtg."

The above is a note of the tr.uiflator.

Another
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Another circumftance, well known to you, I will

alfo mention. Not fatisfied with fuch an uncomely

perfon, I lead a very rigid life. I abfcnt myfelf

from the theatres, through mere ftupidity ; nor do

I allow a play at court, fuch a dolt am I, except

on the calends of the year *, when I referable a

poor farmer bringing his rent, or taxes, to a ra-

pacious landlord ; and when I am there, I feem as

folemn as at a facrifice f. As it is not long fmce

you faw him, you may repplkcl the youth, the ge-

nius, and underftanding of my predecellbr Jj my
way of life, fo different from his, is a fufficient proof

of my froward ncfs.

But to add fomething farther ; I have always

hated horfe-races as much as a debtor hates the

forum. Therefore I fcldom re fort to them, except

on the feftivals of the Gods, nor do I ever pafs

* The calends of January were celebrated by the ancient

Heathens with all kinds of public mirth and lafcivioufnefs,

and for a long time were devoted by the Chriftians to no

very different amutements. PETAU*

t There is in the original a fentence which I omit.

The paffage is certainly faulty, and fo it is thought to be

by F. Petau. Literally tranflated it would be thus :
"

I

** have no polTeffions ; and though I am ftyled the great king,
*'

like a przfect or duke, I am in facl a king, or general, of
**

players and charioteers." But this fenfe does not connect

with that which precedes and follows it. The MSS. have

here given me no affiftanre. LA BLETEIUE.
For the fame reaion it is alfo omitted here.

j;
Conftantius. It is needlefs to fay, this is ironical.

The **
genius and underfbnding" of Conftantius Julian

Jelpifed ; and as to his
"

youth," he was 44 years old

when he died.

( the
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the whole day there; as \vas the practice of my
coufm *, my uncle f, and: my brother J ; but after,

feeing fix races
,
and that'nct \vith the keennefs

of a fportfrr.an,- but, by Jupiter, with difguft and

aversion, 1 depart with joy. But enough of my

public conduct. And yet how few of my offences

againflyou have I mentioned !

As to domedic affairs, fleeplefs nights en ftraw,

and food lefs than enough, give a icveriry to my
ttCfA', totally repugnant to 'a- luxurious city )[.

Be-r.ot offended with me for this 4V *. A great and

foolifh

T '

. See Epif;!e XIH,

Juii..: v/as)
"

his

Our of four and twenty, v. hlch V.T.S the r.fnal ;

.

:

fth racr. <. - .-dd^c, to con'.pl^tc ti;c

d chariots, four of \vhich, the KKU

colours, fiavtcd e-.ch heat.

d\:
"

'. /}/..-.

It Appears that they ran five or icven time-, rr>nn(l tlie

From the r/.eai'ure oi' th?

the Hippodrome at Constantinople, &c.) it' mi;;;.: he cboi;c

a four-aiiie courie. GJ.
!' The private life of Julian in Gaul, and the fevere dif-

. which he embraced, nre difplaycd by Amniianus.

^xvi. ;; }
\vliO proielles to

v/ho afteds to ridicule, a condud v/hich in r. prince of the

family of Gonilaottne might jufdy c.\c;ic the iurpriie of

:nd. ]l;:J.

** It may not be improper to add !-.ere th.e picture which

,u;s draws of [ulian's manner of li.'e.
" Always ab-

n ioilS, a:ui never oppreiTcd by food, he applied him-
-

-K if to buftnefs \vith the autivity of a l)ird, and difpatc-hed
it v.-ith infinite eafe. In cue r.:u! tlie fame day lie gave

* : ."v-ral audiences
; he \vrotc to ciiie-, to magiftrates, to

ne'rals of armies, to his ablvnt friends, tu thole who
' were
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fpolifh miftake has frcnn my childhood induced me

to wage war with my ftomach. 'I therefore never

?.!!'.'W it to be filled with food. Confequently, to

nothing am I fo little addicted as to vomiting: and

this, I remember, befell me once only lince I became

Ctefar
;
and that by accident, not repletion. It

may not be ainifs to relate the ft cry, not that I

think it entertaining, but as ii was to me of the

ptmoft confequence.

I happened to be in winter quarters at my d ar

Lutetia *
; for fo the Gauls call the town of the

Pajifians.
~-\

*' were on the fpot ; hearing letters read that were addrefled
" to him, examining petitions, and dictating with inch r:i-

"
pidity, that the thorr-hand writers could not keep pace

" with him. He alone had the fecret of hearing, fpeaking,
'' and writing at the lime time ; and in this multitude $>f

"
complicated operations he never miilor.k. After having

*'
difpitched buiinefs, and dined rr.ert-ly through urgent nc-

"
celfity, fhmting hirfifelf upinhis libr-iry, ht read and com-

"
poied till the .nuaut when'afl'airs or" it.ite fummoned him

44 to other labours. A flipper /iili more iparing than the
' dinner was followed by a deep as light as his meals.

** He awaked in order to labour with othsr fecretaries
" whom he had allowed to Ikep on the preceding day.

His minihers were obliged to relieve each other; but, as
" for himielf, he knew no repofc but the change of em-
"

plovment. He alone was
'

al-.vays laoourirrg, he multi-
"-

plied himielf, and r.liumed as many forms as Proteus,
"

Julian was pontiff, author, diviner, judge, general of
"

tlvj armv, and, in all thefe characters, the father of his

*

country.'' L.lbun. Orat. Parcel. LA BLETERII:.
* Lcucetin, or Lutetia, was the ancient name of the

citv, which, according to the fa(hion of the ivth century,
ailumcd the territorial appellation of Parijil.

The licentioulneis and corruption of Antioch recalled to

the memory oi 'Julian the i'cvcre and fimple manners of his
" beloved
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Parifians. It is fituated in a fmall ifland ; two

wooden bridges lead to it, and the river feldom

rifesor falls, but is generally of the fame depth both

in fumraer and winter. The water is very clear

to the eye, and pure to the tafle *. This is of great

importance

" beloved Lutctia ;" where the amufements of the theatre

were unknown cr defpifed. He indignantly contrafted the

effeminate Syrians with the brave and honcfl fimplicity of

the Gauls, and nlmoft forgave the intemperance which was

the only ftain of the Celtic character. If Julian cotild now
rev in t the capital of France, he might converfe with men

r fcience and genius, capable of understanding and of

jutlructing a difciple of the Greeks ; he might excufe the

-lively and graceful follies of a nation, whole martial fpirit

has never been enervated by the indulgence of luxury, arid

he mail applaud the perfection of tin: ineilimable art which

loitens, and refines, anc! eaibclhlhes the intercourft of focial

life. GIBBON.

Worthy patriot ! Enlightened philofopher !

Whatever "
foftens, refines, and embelliihes" human life,

in a proper degree, is certainly defirable. But why muft

France be commended with inch warmth of approbation,
as if fhe poiTeffed this " meftimable art" exclulively? I

think in this polifhed and enlightened age, the art is

known and practiced in England, as much as is contiftent

with the national character, and the prefervation of that

manly fpirit which is neceflary to the exiilence of civil

liberty ;
an '* incftimable" bleffing, which enlarges, and

ennobles, and fecures all the natural rights and enjoyments
of human nature.

T cr.nnot think it confident with a good citizen, and a

lover of one's country, to admire and extol the " martial
* 4

fpirit" of that nation, which is at this moment molt

hoftile to all we hold dear, and which in the prefent war
has behaved with fuch perfidy as would Itigmatife an in-

dividual in private life with perpetual clilgrace.

KNOX.
*

Julian gives the wafer of this river a better cha-

rac'ixi than ij ufually a'lo'.vcd it, in modern times at leaik,

and
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Importance to the inhabitant?, as they arc iflar.ders.

The winter there is extremely mild, which is at-

tributed to the warmth of the fea, it not being

above ninety ftadia diilant *
; fo that whokfome

exhalations from the ocean are perhaps wafted

thither, falt-vvater being warmer than frefh.

Whether this be the reafon, or forr.e other un-

known to me, fuch is the fact, the inhabitants of

that country have mild winters ; good wines there-

fore are produced there, and feme have even

raifed figs by covering them with mats by way of

cloarhing, and other fuch prefervatives from the

inclemency of the weather.

The winter was then uncommonly fevere, and

the river fupported blocks, as it were, of marble,

(you know, without doubt, the Phrygian quarries,

which large flakes of ice y, floating on each other,

greatly referable) forming a kind of continual

paiTa^e and a flre^.m of bridges. Being, on this

occafion, more boorifli than ufual, I would not

fuffer my fervants to warm the chamber in which I

and efpechliy by foreigner?. A late writer, a Frenchman

too, exprefles himfelf thus :
" The Seine-water relaxes

the ftotnach of thofe who are not ufed to it. Foreigners

generally .iufter the inconvenience of a flight diarrhcea ;

but They iv.ight avoid it if they had the precaution of

p'.ittintj
a fpoonfr.l of white vinegar into every pint of

u-atei ." Tableau de Paris.

*; The calculation is juit ; but I will not be anfwerable

for the natural philoicphy of the Parilians of thofe times.

LA BLETERIE.

f The inhabitants of Antioch had never feen the river

bear. Ibid.

ilept,
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flept, though the cold increafed and grew every

day more intenfe, left it Ihould draw the dinip

out of the walls. I only ordered forne lighted

brands, and a few livencoals, <to be carried in and

placed there. Thele exhaled fo much vapour

from the walls, that, my head being oppreffed, I

fell afleep, and narrowly cfcp.ped fuffocation. But

being carried into the air, and, by the advice of my

phyficians, difgorging the food that I had juft

fwallowed, though I did not difcharge much, I

was immediately relieved, fo as to pafs an eafy

night, and on the next day I was a^ain fk for

bufmefs.

Thus, while I redded among the Gauls, like the

Humouriil * of MenandtT, I led an auitere life.

This, however, gave no offence to tint ruflic na-

tion
"j~.

But fuch a rich, flourishing, and populous

'city as yours is juftly difpleafed ; a city, in which

are many dancers, many pipe. . :s than

*
Avo-xoXo;, the title cf a co:njuy of Mcnr-;

t Though the Gauls had long become Romans, foreign
manners had not yet penetrated into the northern parts of

(Saul. Folitenefs, \vith its advantages and inconveniences,
makes the tour of the world. Ir" Julian were now to re-

vifit his " dear Lutcti,;," \rould he take it for Antioch ?

Ko. He would find there fo much love snd relpect ix>r

the fovereign, that he would.be loon undeceived.

. LA BLETHRIE.

Spoken like a Frenchman ! Julian \vou'd never have

thought highly of the fenfe, or iincerity, of a peop'e who
cou'f' ** lo\e and refpe6t" iuch a ibvereign as Louis XV.
in whofc reign the above note wa8 \vritten.

5 citizens,
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citizens, and no refpeft for fovcreigr.s. A blufli

befits only the pufillanimous ; but iuch heroes as

you fhould revel in the me ruing, purfue pleafure

at night, and not only teach by words, but (hew

by deeds, your utter contempt of the laws. Thofe

therefore, who, like you, infulc the prince, offer

a (till greater infult to the laws. That fuch is your

delight you frequently and clearly demonstrate,

particularly in the forum and the theatre; the.

people by (houts and clamour ; the magiftrates by
their extravagance, which gains them more diftinc-

tion and applaufe, from all to whom they have

given thefe expenfive entertainments, than Solon,

the Athenian, obtained from his converfation with

Crcefus, king of Lydia *. All there are hand-

fome, fmooth and beardlefs ; ail, both young and

old, imitate alike the Irappinefs of the Phcea-

cians *f , and

Variety of dreffes, baths,, amours, ',

they prefer, without hefitation, to what is jufl and

right.

ANTIOCHIAN. And do you think, Julian, that

your rufticity, favagenefs, and morofenefs are fuit-

*
Every one knows the

journejywhich
Solon took to the

court of kin Crocfus, and the truths which he dared

utter to that prince, intoxicated, as he was, with opu-
lence and grandeur. LA BLETERIE.

f The ifland of Phoeacia is no'.v the iflar.d of Corfu.

Homer, ^(Odyfl'. X'Hi. 249.) reprefents thePhxacians as a

nation given up to good cheer, luxury, mufic, dancing,
and all kinds of pleafure. Ibid.

able
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al>le to us ? O tliou mo ft ignorant ami odious * of

all men, is your temperate, little animal, as fonie

mean mortals have ftyied your foui, fo mad and

foolifh, that you think it requires the ernamepts
and trappings of wifdom? In this you are mi (la en ;

for, firft, tell us, as we know not, what vvifdom is?

With ihe name only we are acquainted, but of

the meaning we are ignorant. If it be that which

you new praftife, it confifts in enforcing fubor-

dination to the Gods and the Jaws, in teaching

equals to bear with equals, in obferving mode-

ration, in preventing the poor from being op-

prefied by the rich, and, for thefe purpofes,

flifling refcntment, encountering enmity, anger,

reproaches; in fhort, fupporting all thefe with

firmnefs, without being provoked, or giving way
to paifion, but keeping it, as much as poflible, in

proper bounds, and under due fubjeclion. And

if it (hould alfo be deeded a branch of wifdom to

renounce even thofe pleafures which are not un-

becoming, nor feem difhonourable, from a per-

fuafion that it is impoffible for any one to be tem-

perate at home, and in private, who is diflblute

abroad, and in public, and enamoured of the

theatre ; if this too be wifdom, you ruin yourfelf,

and you would alfo ruin us. The very name of

nraTf,
" who art moil fond of being hated."

This is one of the many Greek words which can only

be rendered by a periphrafis. M. de la Bleteriehas tranf-

lated it le plus bdiffaWs. It occurs again in the dole of this

Satire*

i ferrltude
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i'ervitude either to the Gods or the laws difgufts us.

Liberty is fweet in all things.

Of what prevarication are you guilty ? You fay,

you are not Lord *, nor can you endure the name.

You
* The word dominus, which the Greeks tranfiated by

xvfios and &ywoTijj [or
"

lord"] properly iignified the power
of matters over their flaves. Under Auguftus, child-

ren already gave that name to their father, fometimes

brothers gave it to their brothers, and wives to their huf-

bands, who returned them that of domlna. Auguftus fuf-

fered none but his flaves to give him that title, nor evea

his children and grand-children to treat him as " lord"

"by \va.y of joke. Domlnum appellarl fe nee a liberis quids?*
aut

H<(>otibits fuis vel fcrio vtl joco paffiis eft, atque hujufmoK
blanditias inter ipfos probibuit. Suet. Aug. Satisfied with

having deftroyed liberty, he fcrupuloufly banifhed every

thing that could induce a thought of flavery. Some one

having called Tiberius '*
Lord," he faid, with an angry

look, that he did not like to be affronted. **
I am," added

he,
*' the prime of the fenate, and the general of the

**
army ; but I am lord only of my flaves." Caligula took

the name of Lord, and even that of God. But none of

the emperors who fucceeded him, not even Ncio, followed

his example, till Domitian, who exprefsly commanded him-

fclf to be called Lord and God, both in letters and in

ipeech. One day, dictating an edit, he began it with

thefe words,
" Our Lord and our God ordains what fol-

' lows,
1 '

It appears, by the letters of Pliny the younger,
that Trajan, averfe as he was to that impious pride, iuf-

fered himfelf, neverthelefs, to be called Lord ; but at that

we mufl not be furprifcd. The more flavery augmented,
the more complimentary the nation became. In the Ume
of Seneca they gave each other the title of "

Lord-,'*

almjoft as commonly as we give one another the appel-
lation of **

Sir," which is much lefs fignificant. Qlvios,

jt nomen non fuccurrlt, dominoi appellamus. Men gave wo-

men that of domina as loon as they were fourteen

years old. How it was uled by the fuccelTors of Trajan
is not known. Certain it is, that Alexander, the ion

of Mammea, rejected the title of Lord as too often-

tatious.
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You refent it fo" much, that you have induced

many, who were formerly accuftomed to ir, to banifli

it from the empire, as invidious
; yet you oblige

us to obey' the magiflrates and the laws. How
much better \vould it be for us to call you Lord,

but in fa6t to be allowed freedom ! O mild in ap-

pearance *, but in deeds mod cruel ! How un-

merciful

tatiov.s. At laft this name made part of the ceremonial

of the court, r.nd was inferted even in the public monu-
ments. It is affirmed, that it is not found on any medal til!

thofe of Aurelian, and even on them it is rare : it i. mor&

common on thofe of Cams, and frequent on thofe of

Diccletian, his collogues, and his fuccetfbrs. Julian had

not time to abolifh It. It is read on many of his.

LA BLETEIUL',

As Julian never abolifhed, by any public law, the proud

appellations uf Bcjpot, or Daminiis, they are fliil extant on

his medals, (Duca.ige^ Fan. Ryzantin. pp. 38, 39.) -and the

private difpleafure which he aftecled to exprefs only gave 'a

different tone to the lerviliiy of the court. The Abbe de to.

Bleieiie has cunoufly traced the origin and progress of the

word dominus under the Imperial government. GIB DON;

In the Hippolytus of Euripides, an officer lays to that prince,

My royal M after, (for the Gods alone

Challenge the name of Lord,) &c. .

on which Mr. Wodhull obterves^ after mentioning the

practice of Auguftus and Tiberias, that " we find, by the

.Milopogcn of Julian, that he" followed their example ai

Con^lantinople" [rather Anricch]
" in much later ti'rr.ef,

furrounded, as he (

wr,s, by Afiatic flaves, inured to t]i..-

yoke, men to whom the fight of a philofopher on the

throne was fo ftrange, that they ridiculed that moderation

in the conduct of their fovereign, which they felt them-

ielves incapable of imitating."
* In the original, o^a-ra. (" eyes") perhaps for oef*ola.

(" names") for Julian was called by his friends srfo//oj w.t

??.oro^wJ)o,
" the raildeft and moftphilofophical." Theod.

1. in. c. 15.

'

FETAIT.

Ke
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merciful is it to require moderation from the rich

in the courts of juftice, and to reftrain the poor

from flander! By abolifhing the ftage, the players,

and the dancers, you have ruined our dry, fo that

We have no confolation left, except, after having

groaned under your oppreflions for feven months *,

that of referring our prayers for a deliverance from

fo great an evil to the old women f who conftamly

frequent the tombs of the dead. But we have

fucceeded by our fcurrility, transfixing you with

farcafms as with arrows. If you are thus intimi-

dated by our taunts, how, noble Sir, will you be

able to fuftain the darts of the Pcrfians ?

But we will now exhibit another charge. You

refort frequently to the temples, perverfe, morofe,

and abandoned as you are. On your account, the

populace, and even many of the magiftrates, flock

thither, and welcome you with ihouts, accla-

mations, and all the fplendid applaufes of the

theatre. Why then are you not pleafcd ? But, in-

He had probably in his view that line of Homer's

Achilles,
1

Kt/voj OUU-XT* eji.', JCfacinv
$ eXa( oo.

Thou dog in forehead, bur in heart a deer,

as Pope tranflates it. .

*
Julian arrived at Antioch in the month of July, 362.

He therefore compofed the Mifopogon in the month of

January, or of February, 363. LA BLKTERIE.

f The churches were generally built over the tomb of

fome martyr. Julian fuppoies that the women, more
affiduous at the churches than the men, requeued God by
ihc interceffion of the martyrs to deliver them from him.

In that there might be fome truth. Ibid.
*

VOL. I. R (lead -
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{lead of approving, you endeavour, in this refpcct,

to be wifer even than the Pythian *, by haranguing

the people, and feverely reproving thofe who cla-

mour f ; thus addreffing the mod active :
4i You

" feldom enter the temples, through reverence to

" the Gods, but when you refort to them on my ac-

"
count, you fill their lancluaries with disturbance.

" Men of found minds mould pray and afic blef-

"
fmgs of the Gods in filence, obferving this rule

" of Homer,
"

Silently pray J.

" Remember too that Ulyfles checked Euryclea ||,

* The prieftefs of Apollo, who delivered his oracles

Handing on a tripod called Cortina, which was placed on

the mouth of a hollow in Mount Painafius, whence pro-
ceeded a vapour that affe&ed the head ; and round this

hollow was built the temple of Delphi.

f In his Lxivth Epiflle Julian reproves the people of

Conftantinople on the fame account.

J In the viith book of the Iliad, ver. 193, c. Ajax,

ready to fight with Heftor, fays,

Now while my brighteft arms my limbs inveft,

To Saturn's fon be all your vows addreiT.

But/r^y in/ecret, left the foes fhould hear,

And deem your prayers the mean effect of fear.

Said I in fecret ? No, your vows declare,

In fuch a voice as fills the earth and air. Pope, 229.

How could Julian find, in thefe words of Ajax, a law

which enjoins to u
pray in filence ?" All the Greeks had

the practice of quoting Homer at random. It is vexatious

to fee authors, infinitely more refpedtable than Homer,
fometimes quoted with as little propriety. LA BLETERIE.

|| Euryclea was the nurfe of Ulyfles. See OdyfT. xxn.
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1C when fhe loudly exprefTed her aftonifhment at

4< the greatnefs of the deed ;

"
Woman, experienc'd as thou art, controul

" Indecent joy, and feafl thy fecret foul *.

" None of the Trojans in the Iliad, neither

" men nor women, are made fuppliarit to Priam,
" or to any one of his daughters, or Cons, net:

14 even to Hector, though it is faid they extolled

" him as a God : but to Minerva all the women,
" he fays,

" With hands uplifted, and imploring eyes,
" Fill ail the dome \viih fupplicating cries |.

**
This, indeed, was fuitable to Barbarians and

"
women, but was no impiety towards the Gods,

" fuch as you commit by praifmg mortals like

"
Gods, or rather flattering us more than Gods ;

"
when, inftead of flittering even them, you had

" much better worQiip them wifely."

JULIAN. I repeat, you fee, one of thofe re-

monftrances which I have been accuftomed to make,

and, inflead of fpeakin^ boldly and freely, with

my ufual abfurdity, I bear Ulfe wituefs agairift

myfelf. Are thefe, and the like, proper leflbtis for

thofe who would treat with freedom not only

princes, but alfo the GoJs ?" Can they deem any

one a mild and benevolent parent, who is natu*

rally wicked like me:

*
Pope, 448.

f Iliad, YI. 301. Pope, 374-.

K 2 ANT.
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ANT. It is plain then, Julian, that they hattf

you, and that they jeer you both in public and

private, fince thole who fee and applaud you

in the temples you deem flatterers. You have not

fludied how to accommodate yourfelf to their ideas,

lives, and manners. Well, but who can excufe

this ? You fleep almofl every night alone *, nor

can

" You fleep almoft ah\.ayi
" alone." How is this "

almnft always" to be reconciled

with the perfect continence which the Pagan authors

afcribe to Julian, and which none of the Chriitian writers,

;not even St. Gregory Nazianzen himfelf, deny ? Mamer-
tinus fcruples not to fay that " the bed of that prince was
"

purer than that of the Veftals." If we believe Libanius,

Julian never had the leaft frailty, either before his mar-

riage, or after the death of his wife Helena. What that

orator fays is fufceptible of no ambiguity or exception. I

will content myfelf with quoting the Latin tranflation of

Fabricius : Niji conjagii vinculis a Junone fuijjet innexus, de

mutuis bominum amplcxibus, non alia rations quam ex libris fer-

monilufque edoflus, moriturus fuijjet .... Legitimam quidetn

luxit uxorem ; aliam vero nullam, Jive antca, jive poft fceminam

attigit, &c.

It may be replied, that Mamertinus and Libanius are

pancgyriits. But what fliall we fay of Ammianus, whofe

teftimony is as pofitive as that of Libanius ? Ammianus is

a moft judicious hiftorian, and does not fpare Julian for

any of his faults. He knew him perfectly, and feems even

to have interrogated, on the point in difpute, thofe do-

meilics of Julian to whom hi frailties, luppofmg he had

any, could not but be known. Ita inviolatd cajUtate enituit,

vt poft amijjam conjugem, nihil unquam venereum agitaret . . .

*/ ne fufpicione quidem teniis libidinii ultius vel citerioris vits

miniftris incufaretur. Ammianus was of Antioch. Though
he wrote in Latin, he was better acquainted with Greek.
He had read the Mifopogon. Perhaps then Martimius, the

Latin tranllator of this fatire, M, dc Fleury, M. de Tille-

5 mont,
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can any thing (often your favage and brutal dit"

pofition. You have clofed up all the avenues of

pleafure?

rr.ont, and myfelf tranflate this pafTage of Julian impro-

pcrly, and the Greek words <w ;

- s^Tra/ do not figm'fy here
** almoit always/' but "

always," abfolute'y. At leaft,

it is certain. that Tt7r> occurs in both fignifications-. In

this cafe, 1 ought to have tranflated it,
" You never .(hare

"
your bed with any one." I think, however, that it ought

to be tranflated, as I have done,
" You fliare fcarce ever."

This restriction feems to me a refined but fevere raillery

ngainft the inhabitants of Antioch, from which nothing
can 'be inferred againft the chaftity of Julian. It is

name that he abufes himfelf. He mult therefore

fpcak their language. Throughout the whole fatire he

reprefents" them as perfons immerfed in debauchery, and

abandoned to the moft infamous pleafures. People of

this character do not believe in virtue. They fuppofe all

men to be vicious, and that they oniy differ in vice as to

the more and the Icfs. On the part of Julian, whofe morals

were fuperior to all fufpicion, it is a itroke of pleafantry
to reprefent his enemies as perfuaded that his wifdom fuf-

fered eclipfes, and making, neverthelefs, his excels of

wifdom a crime in him. M. de Tillemont, who under-

ftands the text in queftion literally, and conliders it as a

confeffion, which Julian himfelf makes, of his incontinence,

obferves, in order to ftrengthen this pretended avowal, that

Julian, in an Epiftle to the philofopher Jamblicus [the

XLth] fpeaks of the man " who nuried his children."

This learned writer adds, that Codin, in his Antiquities
of

Conttantinople,. mentions fome ftatues of Julian and

his children. "
Now," fays M. de Tillemont,

" he never
" had any legitimate, excepting a fon, who was deftroyed
*'

by the midwife that was iuborned by the emprefs Enfebia :

" the facl: is certain
; he therefore had fome illegitimate."

Let us briefly examine thefe two difficulties, always re-

membering that the Pagans, on the one fide, pafs an elo-

gium on the chaftity of Julian, the completed, the moft

torcible, and the moft exclulive of the leaft reitriction; and

that, on the other fide, the Chriftians, far from controvert-

R 3 ing
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pleafure, and, which is the greeted of evils, you de-

light in leading fuch a rigid life, and make pleafure

the fubjedt of your deteftation. In fhort, you are

angry at the mention of this, though you ought

rather to thank thofe who have kindly and har-

monioufly admonilhed you in anapasfts, firft, to.

fhave thofe cheeks, and then, having begun with

yourfelf, to exhibit all pleafurable entertainments

to this laughter-loving people, fuch as players,

dancers, and, in particular, lewd women, public

affemblies, and feflivals, not facred indeed, in

which wifdom and temperance mull be obferved *,

for thefe are as abundant as acorns, fo as to occa-

iion a general difguft.

JULIAN. The Emperor, 1 allow, facrificed once

in the temple of Jupiter, and afterwards in that of

ing thcfs elogiums, have not fa id a word that can render

them fufpected. This eftablifhtd, what ftrefs ought to be

laid en the mere indication of a modern Greek, fuch as

George Codin, who is knov/n to have furvived the taking
of Conftantinople by Mahomet II. ? If Julian had had

baftards, would he have erected ftatxies to them? Would

he, who faid, that " incontinence is fufficient to tarnirti

ci the beft life," have publifhed his own fhame, and that

of his children, in tender age ? &c. LA BLETERIE,
For what is faid on the pafTage above-mentioned in the

XLth Epiftle, fee the notes on that EpifUe.
This iiifpicious exprelfion (*-; evivatu) is explained by the

Abbe dc la Bleterie, with candour a'nd ingenuity.
GIBBON.

% This is not nbfolutely contrary to what is related of
the extravagant procefllons of Julian on the feftivals of

Venus and others. AH the Pagan feftivals were not fo li-

tentious as thofe of Venus. LA BLETERIE.

Fortune,
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Fortune ?. He alfo went thrice to that of Ceres.

I forget how often I went to the temple of Daphne,
that auguft fabrick which was betrayed by the

treachery of the keepers, and by the prefumption

of the impious -{-.
On the Syrian calends

{,
Ccefar

goes

* Gen his and Fortune were Di: Ccntubernahs, and had

temples dedicated to them jointly. See Paufan. Bceotic.

p. 313. --Hence what Ammianus calls Genii templum (xxili.

i.) Julian' here ftvles t^j-sn;, the one a male, the other a

female, deity, the images of both being fet up together.
Modern antiquaries, ns well as artids, by a kind of my-
thological folecifm, have confounded that diftinction, who
call a feiriale deity the Genius of a city. I;O;VYER.

t After Bsbylas (a bifhop of Antioch, who died in

prifon in the persecution of Decius) had reded near a

century in his grave, his body, by the order of the Ccefar

Gailus, was tranfported into the midft of the grove of

Daphne. 'A magnificent church was erected over his re-

mains; a portion of the facred lands was ufurped for the

maintenance of the clergy, and for the burial of the Curif-

tians of Antioch, who were ambitious of lying at the feet

of their biihop ;
and the priefts of Apollo retired, with'

their affrighted and indignant votaries. As foon as ano-

ther revolution feemed to reitore the fortune of Paganifm,
the church of St. Babylas was demoliflied, and new build-

ings were added to the mouldering edifice which had been

railed by the piety of Syrian kings. But the firil and moft

ferious care of Julian was to deliver his opprefled deity
from the odious prefence of the dead and living Chridians,
who had fo effectually fupprefled the voice of fraud or en-

thuliafm. The icene of infection was purified, according
to the forms of ancient rituals ; the bodies were decently

removed; and the miniflers of the church were permitted
to convey the remains of St. Babylas to their former hab'-*

tation within the walls of Anticch. The modeft behaviour,
which might have afluaged the jealoufy of an hoftiie go-

vernment, was, on this occafion, neglected by the zeal of

ihe Chritl ans. The lofty car, that tranfported .the, relics

R 4 of
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of Babylas, was followed, and accompanied, and re-

ceived by an innumerable multitude
; who chanted with

thundering acclamations, the Pfalms of David the moft ex-

preffive of their contempt for idols and idolaters. The re-

turn of the faint was a triumph ;
and the triumph was an

infult on the religion of the Emperor, who exerted his

pride to difiemble his refentment. During the night which

terminated this ir.difcreet proceffion [22 Oft 362.] the

temple of Daphne was in flames, the ftatue of Apollo was

confumed, and the walls of the edifice were left a naked

and awful monument of ruin. The Chriftians of Antioch

aflerted, with religious confidence, that the powerful in-

terceiTion of St. Babylas had pointed the lightnings of

heaven againft the devoted roof; but as Julian was re-

duced to the alternative of believing either a crime or a

miracle, he chofe, without hefitation, without evidence,'

bat with Tome colour of probability, to i-upute the fire of

Daphne to the revenge of the Galileans. GIBBON.

Julian (in Mifopogon) rather, infinuates, than., affirms,

their guilt. Ammianus (xxn. 13.) treats the imputation*
as tesrffiraus rumor, and relates the itory with extraordinary-

candour. .Ib'uL'

I do not find that Ammiamis treats this report . in the

manner here affirmed; All that- he-fays of it is this : Suf- :

ptcakatiir
er:

:
:n id Chnjlianos egijTc, jlimulatos in<vidia, quod idem

iemplum inviti vidcor.nt amiitittfl circumdari perifiylio.
" For

" he iufpefted the Chriftians to have been the perpetrators,
"

urged to it by envy on feeing reluctantly that temple
" furrounded by a Ipacious periffyle." Then follows,

Ferelatur autcm, licet rumore It-ftjfiniv, bac (x catifd cojrfia^raffe

J.iulrum, &c. " But it was reported, though on the Jlightcji
"

grounds i
that this was the caufe of the fire: The phi-

"
iofopher Afclepiades, being ozi a vifit to Julian, and

"
going to that fuburb, as he was ufed to cany with him,

' wherever he went, a Iraall iilver 'image of Juno, placed
'

it at the feet of the great image, and lighting wax tapers,
' as ulual,, departed; from which, in the middle of the
'

night, when no one: could attend or afiiit, fparks flying
' adhered to the very ancient materials," c. To this

flory therefore, and n3t that of the Chriftians, the levif-

j.'mxs rumor is.app'ied. i

J. As, in tiie coiicluiiouof the Mifopogon, Julian reckons
r.he Macedo.ai?^i month Lous the tenth of the Syrian year,

this
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goes again to the temple of Jupiter Philius *. Then

comes the general fcftival .f, accl Csefar goes to

the temple of Fortune. Omitting an inauipicious

,- ,

this year began witn_the month Dius. In the Syrian year,
which is uled by Evil-bins, St. Epiphaiiius, Euajjrius,

,
l<.c. the- n-ionth Dius : amw-ers to the . moirth of

November. But perhaps the city of

year that was peculiar to it. In diffcrcnrMacedo::r.:> i

rhe month Dhis.-ahiWered to different Roman months. It

is certain that the,, Syrian year of A^tioch began in autumn.
\Vc cannot, however, poiitively affert ,In which ojf

"Roman months, September, October, o'r November.
is the refult of fome learned and 'judicious . oblerv

communicated to me by a friend to whom I owe feverai of

my remarks. LA BLETHRIE.
* The patron of friendfhip, the ftmb' with

" a be-arded fape, ,, \yith a placid look, to denote," lays

Trillan,
" that true friendfliip is the refult of age." Tic

had a temple at Antidch, where 'Julian facrificed to him
more, than once, during his reiidence -there ; pleafed, no

(loubt, to have fo good an authority, for .his beard, .

ns the inhabitants little regarded in Jupiter, no wonder they
ridiculed in the Emperor. Bov.

f The calends 'of January' [mentioned above, p.

when the confuls entered on their oilkc, and the prieUs,
in a iblemn proceffion, offered vou-s for the public fafety pf
the empire, or of the Roman fenate and people.

This therefore Libffpius, in like manner (r.\ his defcrip-
tion of the calends), ftyles

' a general rei'tival to all who
*' live under the Roman government." SI-ANMIEIM.

This day was deemed a feftival throughout all the Ro-
man world, though all did not begin the year with ir,

I*'or inftance, the Romans then commenced the year with

Dius, which anfwers to the Julian November : Therefore,
in the above paffage of Julian -n Su Nwji*7i*, (" the Syrian
*'

calends,) are the firft day of the month Dius. This

paflage has been raifunderftood by Martinius, the [Latin]
tranllator. VALOIS.

day,
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day *,' he again, pays .his vows in the temple of

Jupiter Philius, after the manner of his anceilors t,

Who can endure Cajfar's going fo frequently to the

temples, when the Gods Ihould be troubled only t

once or twice to celebrate thofe feftivals which are

common to all the people, and of itfh-rch not only

they who honour the Gods, but they alfo'wiYh whom

the city is filkd^participate J.
? .What.an exqurifne

pleaiure and delight does every one "canftamly'cnrC

joy in the fight of a. number of dancing men*

dancing women 3 and dancing boys!

Reflecting on thefe things, I cannot but think

you happy in fuch diverfions, and yet I urn by no

means diifatisffed with myfelf > for the life I lead,

by the influence perhaps of fome .God, is to me

agreeable. Believe me, therefc-re, far from being

offended with thofe who reprobate my life and

manners, I even add to their, farcaims as many as

poffible, and accumulate on myfeif-more reproacHes

for being fuch a fool as not to perceive at fii-ft

what were the manners of this city, efpecially as

none of my contemporaries, I am certain, are more

converfant with books than
myfclf.

*
Jan. 2. The days immediately follqvviag the calends,

nones, and ides were reckoned- iuaufpi.ciqus. Ov. 7,iji.

I. 55. et fcq.

| On Jan. 3, when iblemn vows were offered for the

fafety of the prince,

I He means the games and (he-,vs
:
at which the Chrif-

tians, as well as the Gentiles, were prefent, to the great

offence of the moft holy prelates ; which <5t. Chyfoitom,

among others, frequently mentions. PETAU.

It
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It is related that the king who was namefake to

this city, or rather, to whom it owes its name (for

it was built by Seleucus *, but takes its name from

his fon), Antiochus I mean, from an exceffive in-

dulgence in luxurious delights, always loving and

being loved, was at length illegally enamoured -of

his mother-in-law -f. He \vilhed to conceal his

paffion, but ccuki not ; his body being emaciated,

and fecretly decaying, his Ilrength failing, and his

mind being languid. His cafe feemed myfterious,

the diforder having no apparent caufe, and the

nature of it not being known. The young man's

illnefs, however, being certain, the great difficulty

propofed to a Samian pbyfician J was, to dil-

cover what the diftemper was. He, fufpecting from

Homer what are u the 'limbs-con fuming cares
'',

and that anxiety of mind^ not weaknefs of body,

is often the caufe of bodily decay, and obferving

the youth, as well by years as constitution, to be

not averfeto love, took this method to difcover the

difcafe. He fat down by the bed-fide, and looking

the young man ftedfaftly in the face, he defired

fome beautiful women to be introduced, beginning

* Seleucns Nicator.

f Stratonice, the daughter of Demetrius Poiiorcetes,

and wife of Seleucus.

} Eraiiilratus.

riioco ^ xi?fc-u{,
" the anxieties that devour the body."

J do not find tlie v.'ord yviaGofit in the Index of Homer, made

by Wolfgangtis Seberus. If the Index be not faulty, Julian
is miftaken, or quotes feme work of Homer which we do

inot poffefs, LA BLETERIE.

with
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with the queen. As-faon as .flic 'appeared, or as

foon as he fiiw her,; the youth betrayed fone fymp-.

toms of h'.s.diforder ; he breathed fiioFt,'-as if he

had been afthmntic, with his utmoil endeavours he

could not avoid trembling, great was the evident

agitation of his mind, and his face was covered

With bluflies. The phyfician, obferving this, ap-

plied his hand to his 'patient's bread, and found

his heart beat violently, as if it would burft forth.

Such were his fenfations while the queen was

pfefent. But when (he had withdrawn, while the

others -were pacing by, he remained tranquil, and

feemed in perfect health. Having thus difcovered

his malady, Erafiftratus communicated it to the

king, and he, being an affeftionate father, laid,

he would refign his wife to his fon. He then re-

fufed it; but -his. father dying not long after, the

prefent,:which, when offered him before, he nobly

declined, he then very eagerly feizcd *. Such was

the conduct of Antiochus.

That his defcendants therefore fhould imitate

their founder, or, at Jeaft, their namefake, is not

blameable. For, as in plants, it is probable that

the qualities are widely diftufed, and perhaps thofe

which are produced altogether referable thole

* Plutarch relates the ftory differentl} in his life of De-
metrius. For he fays, that Antiochns, the fon of Deme-
trius Poliorcetes, married his mother-in-law in the life-time

of his father. PETAU.

which
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which produce them; fo, among men *, the manners

of the defcendants are likely to be fimilar to thofe

of their anceftors. Of the Greeks I think the

Athenians the moft liberal and humane ; though

all the Greeks, I have obferved, are the fame, and

! can truly affirm of them, that of all men they

are the greatefl lovers of the Gods, and mod hof-

pitable to ftrangers ; but of the Greeks, I give

this teflimony chiefly to the Athenians. And if

they retain in their manners the refemblance of

ancient virtue, why may not the fame fimilitude be

traced in the Syrians, the Arabians, the Gauls,

the Thracians, the Pannonians, and that nation

which is fituated between the two latter on the

banks of the Danube ? I mean the Myfians,

the (lock from which I am defcended
f, who

are abfolutely inelegant, boorim, auftere, uncivi-

lifed, and obftinately tenacious of their opinions,

all which are proofs of lamentable rufticity.

Firfl, therefore, I aik pardon foi; myfelf, for

imitating the manners of my anceflors, and then

I grant it to you for the fame offence ; nor do I

mention, as a reproach, your being
In lying and in wanton dances ikill'd J.

* The inhabitants of Antioch were nothing to Antiochus.
The kind of argument which Julian here employs mufr not

be understood lerioufly. It is a mere joke. LA BLETERIE.

f Eutropius, the great grandfather of Julian, an;:

father of Confhntius-Chlorus, was of the province of

Myfia.

J Iliad, xxiv. 261. Priam's reproach of his nins fur-

viring forts.

Go
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On the contrary, your following the examples an

fludies of your fathers I think much to your he

ndur. Thus Homer alfo, praifing Autolycus, fayt

that he excelled all men

In thieving and in fwearing *.

* Homer, in the xixth book of the Odyfley, v. 396,

fays, that Autolycus, the maternal grandfather of Ulyfles,

excelled other men, *Xufloffvin tfoftualt,
*' in theft and oaths.''

Mad. Dacier, on this paflage, fays, in effect, that the word

irloo-wrj may lignify not only
"

theft," but alfo " cunning,

addrefs, ftratagem, ikill to conceal the knowledge of

his fchemes, to penetrate the fecrets of others, &c.
and that Homer meant to fay that Autolycus was a very
acute politician, an artful prince, an able negotiator,who
knew how to make treaties to his advantage, but, on the

whole, was faithful to his word, and one who refpedted
his oaths." Admitting the charitable explanation of Mad.

Dacier, it is unfortunate for him to have been praifed by
Homer in equivocal terms ; for the knavery of Autolycus
has grown proverbial. Martial, fpeaking of a thief, fays.

Non fuit Autolyci tarn piceata mauus. LA BLETERIE.
Dr. Clarke (on the above line in the Odyfley) un-

derftands it, however, as a commendation ;
and Fenton,

agreeably to the fame interpretation, has, in his trant-

lation, afcribed to Autolycus
a mighty name

For fpotlefs faith, and deeds of martial fame. 456.

Shakfpenre, on the contrary, has given his name
to a roguifli pedlar:

" My father," fays he,
" named me

"
Autolycus, who being, as I am, littered under Mercury,

" was likewife a fnapper-up of unconfidered trifles."

Winter's Tale, Ad IV. Sc. II.

Euripides had two dramas (now loft) named Autolycus,
the firlt fatyric (as we learn from Julius Pollux) of which

a fragment is prefemd by Galen and AtheniEUs. Barne*

and Dr. Mufgrave fuppofe that it derives its name from

this Autolycus ;
but from what is tranfmitted to us, Mr.

Wodhull, who has tranflated it, thinks, with more pro-

bability, that another Autolycus, a champion in the pub-
lic ..games, was its hero.

And
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And fo, you fay, do I In rufticity, obftinacy,

morofenefs,,5n not "being eafily .foftened by fup-

plications, or induced by. intreaties or
:

clamours, to

mind my bufmefs,, With thefe reproaches I ana

not in the leaft offended. Which of us is the

moft excuiable is known to the Gods, but no man

can determine between us, fuch is our felf-love,

every one admiring his own endowments, and

defpiling thofe of others. But he, who bears with

indulgence a courfe of life the reverfe of his own,

feems to me the moft benevolent.

[Gn reflection, I find that, in fome other par-

ticulars, I have been much my own enemy. For

when I came to a free city, which could not en-

dure the naftinefs of my hair, I came to it un-

combed and bearded, as if barbers had been

wanting *. You would have taken me for

Smicrines or Thrafyleon f, a morofe old man, or a

frantic

* Soon after his entrance into the palace of Conftan-

tinople, Julian had occafion for the iervice of a barber.

An officer, magnificently drefled, immediately preferred
himfelf. "

I: is a barber," exclaimed the prince,
" that

"
I want, and not a receiver-general of the finances."

He queftioned the man concerning the profits of his em-

ployment; and was informed, that, befides a large falaryr
atid fome valuable perquifites, he enjoyed a daily allowance
of twenty fervants, and as many horfes. GIBBON,

Libanius fays, that a thoufand cooks, as many barbers

(x|jf { ex.
sXariif;), more cup-bearers, Sec. were diftributed in

the feveral offices of luxury which Julian aboliflied or re-

trenched.

f Thefe were probably tw.o comic characters of Me-
r, as Cafaubon (AnimaJv. in Athen^vm^ I. vi. c. 12.)

ittenticns
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frantic foldier, when: I might have appeared, by
the ornamental advantages of drefs, a handfome

boy, or, at leaft, a youth, if not in years*, in

effeminacy and features -f/j

ANT. You know not how to affociate with men;

you adopt not the maxims of Theognis ^, nor

imitate (as he recommends) the changeful polypus ,

mentions a comedy ,by that poet named Thrafyleon. He
adds, that there was one of the lame name in Lntin by

Tufpilius, a tranflation, he fuppofes, from Menunder,
which is often quoted by Nonius,

* When Julian firft came to Antioch, he was thirty-one

years old.

f-
The paragraphs between [ ] are omitted here, and

removed lower, by the French tranflator. They feem in-

deed a repetition of what was faid at the beginning, yet I

do not think myfelf warranted to tranfpofe them, though
I thoroughly aflent to the propriety of the following re-

mark of M. de la Bleterie, as an excufe for the incorrecl-

nefs of the author, but not for the corrections of his tranf-

lator :
" In general, the Mifopogon is a little unfewed,

and the repetitions in it are too frequent. It was com-

pofed perhaps in the fpace of one or two nights. Julian
was too much employed to be an author by premedi-
tation. When an author fcarce reads what lie writes,

we cannot wonder at tautology."

I Theognis, a poet of Megara, lived about 5^0 years
before the Chriftian nera. We have fome fentences, or

maxims, by him, in elegiac verfe. LA BLETERIE.

Ulyfles,
'

clinging to a cliff, is compared to this fifli

by Homer, Odyff. V. 432. Ariftotle, and others, fuppole,
that it changes its colour, in order more eafily to catch its

prey, or from fear. St. Paul, who, for good reafons became

all things to all men, is on that account, compared to a poly-

pus by Julian in his work againft the Chriftian religion,

preferved and confuted by Cyril. But its more extra-

ordinary power of re-produdion was referred for the fpecu-
of modern naturalifts.

which
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which afTumes the colour of rocks, but, on the

contrary, you behave to all with the proverbfal

rufticity, folly, and morofenefs of a Myconian
* :

.

Know you not, that we are widely different from

the Gauls, the Thracians, and the Illyrians ? This

city, you fee, abounds with fhops. But you pro-

voke the retailers by not fuffering them to extort,

both from natives and foreigners, what price they

pleafe for provisions. They complain of the land-

holders
-f- ; but thefe alfo you make your enemies,

* Archilochus of Paros writes, that Pericles ufed to

come uninvited to the entertainments of others, after the

manner of the Myconians, who inhabiting a barren ifland

[in the Archipelago] were notorious for their avarice and

rufticity. ATHENJEUS.
On this proverb fee Euftathius (in OtlyJJ". xvn.) Suidas,

and Zenobius. PETAU.

J-
This pafTage is obfcure. What follows may explain

it. Ammianus fays (/. xxii.) that Julian,
"

\vith no
*'

apparent reafon, for the lake of popularity, enclea-
" voured to make all commodities cheap, which fome-
"

times, by improper management, occafions dearth and
*' famine." Nor could the magiftrates of Antioch dif-

fuade him. By fixing therefore a lower price on things
that were to be fold, he made the retailers his enemies.

And when thofe retailers, being charged with the unrea-

fonablenefs of their demands, complained that they bought
corn and provifions dearer of the landholder, he compelled
them alfo, by the fame edit, to make abatements. This

feverity and rigour, exercifed againft thefe two ranks, ex-

tended to the chief men of the city and the magiftrates,
who fupplied the markets, and owned the lands, And
thus the) were doubly mulcted. Ibiil.

'.The magillrates of Antioch perhaps condefcended to fell

wine themfelves by retail, like fome of the prefent nobiliry

of Florence, as mentioned by Lord Corke, Dr. Smollett,
and other tra\e!!ers.

VOL. I. S by
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by obliging them to be juit. The magiftrates,

who, availing themfelves of both thefe diflreffes,

rejoiced before at receiving double profits, both

as landholders and as retailers, now, on being de-

prived of both thefe advantages, are equally ex-

afperated. The Syrians too, at being precluded

both from drinking immoderately and dancing Ia<-

fcivioufly, are no lefs enraged ; but by giving

them bread in plenty, you think they are fuffi-

ciemly regaled. And fo gracious are you, that

you are not contented with procuring them oyfters

only.

When a complaint was lately made, that no

fifh, and fcarce any poultry, eoold be procured in

the markets, you faid, with a fneering laugh, that

" a frugal city ought to be fatisfied with bread,
"

wine, and oil
;

that meat was a dainty ; but

"
fifh and poultry were more than dainties, and

11 would not have been indulged even to the fuitors

i( in Ithaca." Thus you would have us deem

pork and mutton luxuries, and fubfilt, like you, on

vegetables *, thinking that in this you govern well,

and

* In the time of Julian, the philofophers of the reign-

ing ie<Vt, \vho had blended the ..'Egyptian and Chaldean

tenets vvirh Piatonifm and the ruins of the doctrine qf Py-

thagoras, transmitted by a very uncertain tradition, thofe

philofophers, I fay, or rather the moft perfect among them,

adopted a very auftere mode of life, which made part of

the doctrine which was revealed, in the myileries, to the

initiated. As Orpheus palled for the fir it irutitutor of trie

myftcrics, it was pretended that this kind of life vv
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and are giving laws to your Thracian countrymen,

or to thofe tlupid Gauls, who, by their education,

have made you a mere block of holm or maple,

not a Marathonhm but half an Acharnian *
warrior,

ons

which Plato and fame other ancients have mentioned under

the name of "
Orphic life," Of?i*o &o~. This life, which

Porphyry preaches in his book, DC abfiinttti i anlmallvti:^

con lifted in the practice of moral virtues^ added to the pri-

vation of things allowed in common life. The OrphicS
muft have refembled the /r'.gyptinn pricfts and the Bramiri?.

Julian had not embraced the Orphic life, but he en-

deavoured to approach near it. To what I have elfewhere

laid of his extreme frugality, I will add here what I find

in his funeral oration
1

; See the BH'iotbeca Gra'ca of Fa-

biicius.w/. vn. p. 309, 310.
'* What private philofophcr

" in his cottage," fays Libanius,
" ever praclifed an ab-

" ftinence fo rigorous as that of this Emperor ? Who de-
"

prived himfelf more often tlian h'e, fometimes of one
"

food, fometimes of another, in honour of Pan, of Ale'r-

"
cury, of Hecate, of Ifis, of all the deities ? Who, like

"
him, ever took delight in abftaining frequently froai all

" nourifliment ? Thus he lived in an intimate connection
" with the Gods . . .his body not allowing him to raife

" himfelf to heaven, they delcendcd on earth to converfe
" with him. They came to inftrucl him in what he fhould
" do or forbear. . . . He had no occaiion for human
* \vifdom or undemanding. The inimortal being, who
" know every thing, were both his council nnd his guard.
11

By them he was almoit always furroundtd." After this

(^notation, to which I could add many fimilar, n'o orfe, I

i,.!icy, will have the Icaft doiibt of the fahadclfttl of Julian

any more than of that of his pancgyrift. LA BLETERIE.
* The Acharmans (fo one of the tribes of Athens was

cr.llcd) -.vc-re valiant, but rout;h aad hardy. In the comedy
of Aiiuophanes, entitled the Achan'iian, fome old men
of that tribe are fhled " men of oak and maple, foldiers

u of Marathon ;'' meaning invincible warriors. The in-

habitants of Anrioch, in ailuiion to this pafTage of the

comic poet, reproach Julian for having the hardinefs, the

S 2 unpolite*
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one generally odious and difguftful. Was it not

better for you to walk the forum, fcented with

perfumes, and preceded by beautiful boys, and

thus to attract the eyes of the citizens, and bands

of women, fuch as you fee aflembled every day *?

JUL. But to look wantonly, cafting my eyes on

all fides, and to appear beautiful to you in perfon,

not in mind, my principles will not allow me.
' The true beauty of the mind confifts," you fay,
" in the enjoyment of life." But my governor

taught me, when I attended mailers, to behold the

ground, not the ftage, and to cherifli the hairs of

my chin more than thofe of my head. Apd even

unpolitenefs, the roughr.efs, of the Acharnians, without

the courage of thofe brave Attic peafants. To thefe ideas,

which are purely Greek, I hare fubftituted fome that are

equivalent. LA BLETERIE.

In this tranflation the Greek ideas are retained. As

Julian is the fpeaker, let him ipeak as a Greek or Roman,
and not like a Londoner or Pariiian. Though it is not un-

common with us to fay, in like manner, of thofe who are

hardy, that they are " made of iron and fteel ;" and thus

Charles XII. was ftyled by the Turks,
"

iron-head," and

by Dr. Johnfon,
" frame of adamant, a foul of fire."

*
Nothing could equal the feftivals of Venus, and other

fuch folemnities, when, refuling to give audience to the

officers and magistrates, Julian conducted through the city

the female proftitutes, and the other victims of the public
incontinence. The women walked fir ft : after them came
the effeminate youths. Between thefe two infamous troops,
who burft into loud (houts of laughter, and uttered all that

debauchery could dilate, marched the reformer of Paga-

nifin, with a burlefque gravity, heightening as much as

poffible his puny llature, extending a pointed beard, and

affecting the ftep of a giant. His horfe followed at a dil-

tance, and his guards clofed thio extravagant pomp.
LA 'BLhTERIE.

at
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at that age I never went to the theatre privately

and voluntarily, but twice or thrice only,

To pleafe Patroclus, by the prince commanded *,

my intimate friend and kinfman. I was then a

fubjeft.

Pardon me therefore, and rather turn your re-

fentment againfl that wicked governor, who was

then fo troublefome to me by inculcating thofe

moral leflbns. He has occafioned all your diflike

to me by fixing, and, as it were, carving on

my mind what I ought to fliun. And, as if he

meant to pleafe me, he exerted himfelf with the

utmoft earneftnefs, calling rufticity gravity, and flu-

pidity temperance, faying, that to refift the paflions

was fortitude, and that the gratification of them

does not conftitute happinefs. My governor often

faid to me, when I was quite a boy, as Jove and the

Mufes can witnefs,
' Do not fuffer yourfelf to be

"
feduced to the theatre by the crowd of your

41

companions, nor be enamoured of fuch enter-

"
tainments. Do you wifh to fee a chariot-race ?

"
It is elegantly defcribed in Homer

-f-
: open the

"
book, and read. Do you hear of pantomime

*
ria.1f)0>c>.4> tiFHifx $fu

This, though not printed
as fuch in the editions, or ob-

ferved by. the commentators, is an heroic verfe ; but

it does not occur in Homer, nor is it clear whom Ju-
lian here means by

" Patroclus." The prince (%&>)
muil probably be his brother, Casfar Callus.

j-
In the xxmd book of the Iliad, Achilles caufes fome

games to be celebrated in honour of the funeral of Pa-

troclus. Among them is a defcription of a chariot-race.

LxBLETERIE.

83 '* dancers ?
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"
dancers:' Away with them! The Phceacian

'

youths are lefs.'effeminate *. You have there

" the harper Phemius
j, and the finger Derno-

" docus J. His. trees too arc more delightful to

" the ear than ours are to the eye.
" Thus feems the palm , with "-(lately honours

"
By Phoebus' altar

j| ; thus overlooks the ground,
*> The prids of Dslos,

* See the dances o'f the rh:eacians in the vinth hook of

the OcKflVy.' LA BLETEKIE.

f Fhemuis vvas a mullcian of the ifland of Ithaca, whom
the luKors of.Penelope forced to play on the harp during
their banquets. Ibid.

X The Greeks muft certainly. ;ruvc been very fond of

their Homer, as a gover;i;>! To ^i\;vc as that of Julian ad-

viies a ehild ro read the fcaiulaious romance of Mara taken,

in the nets of Vulcan, v\ liicrr Dernodocus fings at the feaft

of Alcin, ;i-. Si-e GdyiU VIH. Ibid*

Another grave and intelligent tutor, himielf a proficient.

in mnr'c, (who has lately given excellent " Advice to his

'*
pupils/

5

) was alib inattentive ri> theve furta Deo,--..

Virgil modestly iiyles them, when, he laid,
" The\v;,

'* of Heathen antiquity reserved the powers of mulie for

". the infilling moral inftruction 'into youth.
1 '

ji&lcglcal D^:.ulfit:aiis t p. 354.

^ Odytt. vi. 162. Rroome, 193. Nauficaa is compared
to this pn! nii tree by Ulyii^s.

Becauie the Ulyiies of Homer faid, that he " fa\v a tall

and tender palm-tree at Teles," the lame is lull ihe\vn at

this ctny. Cicero Je Legl/iu.^ I, I.

The palm allb of Delos is viiible from the time of that

God [Apollo.] Plin. Xat. HIJi. /. xvi. 44.

|j
In the original it is no.?* payi*. Cal'aubon, in his notes

on Athenaeus, xvi. 9. quotes it ^sp ftvpu. But Julian, in

the pail'age above, r^ads
'it,

or quotes it by memory, r*p

^/xy. CLARKE.
" And
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" And the woody ifland of Calypfo, and the
"

groves of Circe, and the garden of Alcinb'us,
" be alTured you will fee nothing more enchant-

"
incr."

Would you know the name of this governor,

and his family ? By all the Gods and GoddeiTes,

he was a Barbarian, a Scythian, and name-fake to

him *, who perfuaded Xerxes to wage war againft

Greece and the renowned Argives. He was an

eunuch, a title, which twenty months ago f was

revered, but is now the fubjeft of fhame and re-

proach. He was educated by my grandfather J,

that

*
It is well known that it was Mardonius, the fon of

Gobryas, who, in the council of Xerxes, gave his opinion
for making war. with the Greeks, and whofe advice pre-
vailed. Herod. VII. The governor of Julian had the fame

name. LA BLETERIE.

f He principally means Eufebius, the chamberlain of

Conftantius, [fee the Epiftle to th,e Athenians, p. 68 ] who,
in his reign, had the management of public affairs. Am-
mianus, (xxi. 15.) relates, that "

Conftantius died O<5t. 5.
*' in the confulfhip of Taurus and Florentius," which was

A. D. 361, He alib fays, in the next book, that "
Julian

"
compofed his Mifopogon towards the end of the year 362,

" and that he marched from Antioch againft the Perfians,
" March i, 363.*' So that from the death of Conftan-

tius to the time of his writing the Mifopogon there was
an interval of not quite fifteen months. But Julian reckons

twenty. Whether it is a miftake, or not, I cannot tell.

PETAU.

Julian probably fixes the epocha of the difgrace of the

eumichs to the time of his declaring war againft Conftantius.

LA BLETERIE.

J The prsefeft Julian (probably Aniciusjulianus, who was
conful in 322) the moft illuftrious private perfon of his age

S 4 by
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that he might inflruft my mother * in the poems of

Homer and Hefiod. I was her firft and only fon -f,

and a few months after my birth lhe died, leaving

me an orphan, and opprefled with many misfor-

tunes. Young and tender, at feven years of age I

was entrufted to his care. From that time, con-

ducting me to proper mafters, he perfuaded me

that this. was the only right way ;
and as he him-

felf would not know, nor would fuffer me to pur-

fue, any other, he has expofed me to your re-

fentment.

But, if y.ou pleafe, we will now make peace,

and terminate our animofity. For he had no idea

of my coming hither, far from expefting that I

bvhis birth, bis riches, and his reputation ;
and perhaps the

firft Roman fenator who made a public prolellion of Chrif-

tianity. He had been engaged in the party of Maxerrtius ;

blit Conftantine, after the victory, revered the fuperior
talents of this great man, and a virtue ftill fuperior to

them. He made him conful, prsefeft, and at length his

brother-in-law. LA-BLETERIE.

* Bafilir.a. It is faid, that, when flie was ready to lie-

in, (he dreamed that me brought Achilles into the world ;

,uid that, upon her waking, while me related this dream,
Hie \vas delivered of Julian, almoft without pain. This

:fs died in the flower of her age. She appears to have

been an Arian and a perfecutrefs, which is not
furprifing,

if fhe was related to Euiebms of Xicomedia. "
It is cer-

tain that Julian was a diftant relation of this bifhop," fays

Ammianus : probably by the fide of Bafilina, whofe mother,
the maternal grandmother of Julian, might be of Ionia or

BJrhynia. I'f-J.

f Grtllus (as above-rnentioncd) was by another mother.

ihould



THEMISOPOGON. 265

ihould govern fuch an empire
* as the Gods

have beftowed, much againft the will, believe me,

both of the giver and receiver. For he who con-

ferred
"j~

this honour, or favour, or whatever elfe

you may pleafe to call it, conferred it with re-

luctance, and by him who accepted it, the Gods

well know, it was fmcerely rejected. But their

will is and muft be obeyed. If my governor could

have forefeen this, he would, without doubt, have

endeavoured to make me acceptable to you. But

now, whatever manners I may have previoufly con-

traded, whether gentle or boorifh, it is impoffible

for me to alter or unlearn. Habit is faid to be a

fecond nature
;
to oppofe it is irkfome; but to coun-

teract the ftudy of more than thirty years is ex-

tremely difficult, efpecially when it has been im-

bibed with fo much attention.

ANT. Allowing this, what induced you to in-

veftigate and determine matters of trafEck r Thfs,

1 imagine, was not taught you by your governor,

as he did not forefee your reigning.

. JUL. This alfo was owing to that wicked old

man, whom, as the principal director of my ftudies,

you fo juftly reproach as well as me ; but know,
that he was deceived by others. You have often

*
Conftantius, by the courfe of nature, might have had

children, and Gallus was the elder brother or" Julian, who
was intended for the ecclefiaftical ilate. LA BLETERIE.

f It is pretended that Conftantius, on his death-bed,
named Julian his iucceflbr. Julian believes, or aflfeds to

believe, ic. /&</.

heard,
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heard, I fuppofe, the names of 'Plato, Socrates,

Ariftotle, and Theophraftus *, mentioned with '

derifion. On thefe that old man had the folly to

rely, and afterwards finding me young and capable

of improvement, he told me, that, if in every

thing I would make them my models, I fhould

excel!, he would not fay all other men (for with

them there was no competition), but rnyfelf. Thus

funded by him, how could I act other w-ife? Were

ir ever fo defirable, I can now make no alteration,

and when I reproach myfelf for not indulging every

vice, I recollect what the Athenian ftranger fays

in Plato 4-:
" He is to be honoured who commits

" no crime ; he who prevents others from being
" criminal is- worthy of more than double honour :

"'the former 'is equal in dignity to a man; the

"
latter, whodifcovers to the magiftrates the crimes

" of others, is equal to many. But he, who, in

"
puniming, affociatcs himfelf in authority with

"^the magiftrates, is a great and perfe& citizen,

" and mall be deemed viftor in the lifts of virtue:

" the fame praife is due to temperance and pru-
"

dence, and to all thofe other good qualities
" which are not only ufeful to the poiTeiTors, but

" are alfo imparted to others."

* A Peripatetic pbilofopher, who fucceeded Ariftotle in

his fchool. Cic. in Oiat. xix. His books of plants and moral

r.hara&ers are all that remain of his compofition ; the reft

of his works are enumerated by Diogenes Laertius in his

life. His name was changed by Ariftotle, for his eloquence,
from Tyrtamus.

f De I.rg'lus, 1. v.

J Such
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Such were the inftruclions that I received from

one who thought that he was forming a private

individual, not forefeeing the rank in which Jupiter

has placed me, I mould be afliamed of appear-

ing worfe as a prince than as a liib}e<ft. I have

indeed fo far forgotten myfelf as to acquaint you
with my rufticiry. Another law of Plato, which

has made me recoiled myfelf, nnd -be your enemy,

fays, that
" the mfcgiftrates and' elders Ihould prac-

"
file modefty and temperance, that their lives

" may be leffons to the people." Singly, there-

fore, or rather with a few, I obferve thefe rules ;

bat the -event has been different from what I ex-

pected, and has juftly involved me in difgrace.

Seven of us foreigners *, who have lately

arrived among you, (but one, who has fmce

joined us, is your own fellow-citizen -)-, dear to

Mercury and to me, an excellent mafter of oratory,)

have no connection with the reft of the world;

we go out but feldom, and that only to the temples

of the Gods. To the theatres we never refort,

thinking them of all places the moil ignoble, of

all purfuits the mod inglorious. If the Grecian

* In the number of. the fix friends, whom the Emperor
: A -.vith him, muft certainly be placed the philosophers
Maximus of Ephefus, Priicus of Epirus, the fophift Hi-

merins of Bithynia, and the phyfician Oribafuis of Per-

gamus. It may be furmifed that the two others were Sallu/t

the fccond and Anatolius. But I do not think that Julian
here fpeaks of any officer of the empire. LA BLETEKIK.

f It is needlefs to obferve thnt Libanius is here meant.

&;&

fages
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fages will allow me to diftinguifh our fociety by
the moft remarkable circumrtance that attends it,

nothing feems ib peculiarly our chara&eriftic as

an averfion to public entertainments *. Thus we

folicit your hatred and refentraetit, inflead of ca-

joling and endeavouring to pleafe you.

ANT. Suppofeaman is guilty of injuftice. What

folly is it in you to interfere ! You might not only

have ingratiated yourfelf with him, but have

lhared the emoluments of his injuftice. Yet you

prefer his enmity. You fhc-uld have confidered

^hat one who is injured ne.ver complains of the

magiftrates, but only of the perfon who has in-

jured him. But, when he has been punifhed, in-

ftea<Jof blaming his accufer, he turns his refentment

againft the magiftrates. "With your ufual wifdom

therefore you Ihould have refrained from compel-

ling others to be juft by force, and have allowed

them all full liberty to aft as they pleafed, the

manners of this city being remarkably free. Not

attending to this, how can you think they will

obey the dilates of prudence, or renounce that

freedom which even the afle^and the camels here

enjoy T The drivers lead their camels through the

porticoes, like fo many brides, magnificently

j. As if the wide flreets and narrow lanes

* There being no fenfe to be collected from the original,

33 it appears in the editions, both printed and MS. I have

adopted that which M. de la Bleterie has fubftituted.

j-
A fatirical ftroke on the bad police of Antioch.

4 were
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not intended for their ufe, they freely range

the porticoes, and no one interferes, left he fhould

be thought to abridge their liberty. Such is the

freedom of this city; and yet you would have the

young men here live peaceably, and think, or, at

lead fpeak, what it may give you pleafure to hear.

But they are accuftomed to banquet freely every-

day, efpecially on feitivals.

JUL. The Romans formerly took vengeance on

the Tarentines for affronting their ambafladors at

a Bacchanalian debauch *. But you, much happier

than the Tarentines, inftead of a few days, revel the

whole year f, and inftead of foreign ambafladors,

you

* In the year of Rome 473, the Romans fent an embafiy
to the city of Tarentum to demand fatisfaclion for an act

of hoftility committed againfl their (hips. Their ambafla-

dors had an audience in the theatre, which was the nfual

place of aflembly in all the Greek cities. The Roman
ambafladors deliring to fpeak in Greek were treated as Bar-

barians, infulted for their foreign accent and drefs, and at

length driven out of the aflembly. A buffoon, with beaftly

impudence, foiled their robes, to the diveriion of every

one, and was unanimously applauded.
"
Laugh now," faid

Poilhumus, the chief of the embafly;
"

you {hall weep
" hereafter. This habit fhall be waflied with ftreams of
" blood." The Romans declared war againft the inhabi-

tants of Tarentum. They called Pyrrhus to their affift-

ance ; but Pyrrhus being forced to abandon Italy, the Ta-
rentines furrendered at difcretion. The Romans defpoiled

them of a confiderable part of their territory, obliged them
to deliver up their arms and their fhips, deftroyed the walls

of the city, and made it tributary. LA BLETERIE.

f Let Julian fay what he will, I do not imagine that

the inhabitants of Tarentum were at all inferior to thofe

of
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you infuk your own princes, and, in partietri'afr,

deride their beards, and the devices of their coin'*.

I congratulate you, mod modefl citizens, fome for

indulging thefe fportive conceits, and others for

applauding and admiring them. Thofe, it is cer-

tain, are not more delighted with uttering, than

thefe are with hearing, fuch ribaldry. Such a

harmonious concurrence is wonderfully pleafing to

me, and happy is this one city in being aftuated

only by one mind.

To check and redrain the petulance and licen-

tioufnefs of youth is by no means right or laudable.

For to deprive men of the power of faying asd

doing whatever they pleafe is an offence againft

liberty of the deeped die. Thoroughly convinced

that you ought in all refpecls to be free, firft, you

allow your wives to be their own rulers, that they

may be as licentious as poflible ; and, next, you

devolve upon them the education of your children,

left by. our laying reftraiuts upon you, they alfo

fliould at length be enfhved ; or, when they ad-

vance to maturity, they ftiould be taught to refpect

their elders, and then by degrees fliould reverence

their princes ; and, laftly, fhould thus be claffed,

not among men, but Haves, and by becoming tem-

perate, jud, and honed, fliould be corrupted and

of Antioch. It is faid of the former, that they had more

feafls and public festivals than there were days in a year.
LA BLETERIE.

* The inhabitants of Antioch ridiculed the marks of

idolatry that appeared on the corns of Julian. Ibid.

ruined.
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mined. As ro the women, they feduce their

children to their religion by the charms of plea-

fure *, \vhich is deemed the greateft good not only

by men, but brutes. In confequence of this, you

are mod happy when you renounce all fubjeftion ;

firft, to the Gods, fecondly to the laws, and, laftly,

to us, the guardians of the laws. And if the.

Gods thus connive at this licentious city, and take

no vengeance on its crimes, for us to be indignant

and enraged would be folly in the extreme.

Neither the Chi nor the Kappa, you fay, have

hurt your city. This aenigma of your wifciom it

is difficult to understand. But from fome inter-

preters, of your city, I have learned, that thefe

letters are the initials of certain names, the one of

Conftantius, the other of Chrifl f. Allow me, on

this fubjeft, to deliver my fentiments with free-

dom. The only inftance, in which you were in-

jured by Conftantius, was his not putting me to

death when he made me Casiar. Would to heaven,

that you alone, of all the Romans, had many

Conftantii, or rather might experience 'the rapine

of his favourites! As for him, he was my relation

* It is an accufer who fpeaks. However, it is eaiy to

fuppofe, that, in the reign of a prince f'o eager, as Julian

was, to make prolelytes, fathers and mothers were ex-

tremely indulgent to their children, left they fliould em-

brace the religion of their fovereign. It is faid, that, among
the modern Greeks, the children of the lou-eft or the people,

when they are ill-treated by their parents, threaten to turn

Turks, and fome times keep their word. L.v BI.ETHKIE.

f X;(,-o>
and Kii-ra/U,-.

and
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and friend ; but after he converted his friendihip to

enmity, and the Gods had terminated our difpute by

gentle means *, I became a more fincere friend to

him than, before our rupture, he could have ex-

pefted. Why then fhould you think me difpleafed

with thofe who praife him ? On the contrary, I am

offended with thofe who difparage him.

But you love Chrift, and adore him as a tu-

telar deity, in the room of Jupiter, Daphnsean

Apollo, and Calliope, who has detected your im-

pofture -f*.
. . . Did the Emefenians J (hew their

love of Chrifl by burning the fepulchres of the

Galileans ? But have I ever offended the Emefe-

nians ? On the contrary., whom have I not offended

of you ? Moft, if not all, of you, the fenate, the

rich, the populace ? Or, rather, all the people,

being attached to impiety, are difpleafed with me

* There was no blood Ihed in the war. Conftantius

died of a fever, (fee p. 104, note.) while he was marching

againft Julian. LA BLETERJE.

j- Though neither the printed editions, nor the MSS.
take notice here of any chafm, the paflage feems to me
defective. I fufpeft that there were fome blafphemies here,

which the tranlcribers have retrenched. Hid.

\ The inhabitants of Antioch placed to the account of

the other people of Syria, and in particular of the city of

Emefa, the fongs and fatires which they competed againft

the Emperor. But Julian \vas not duped by them : the other

cities of Syria teftified a zeal for Paganifm, which would
not admit a fufpicion that they wiflied to difhonour the

reftorer of their religion. The inhabitants of Einefa had

iet fire to the churches built over the tombs of the martyrs,
and had {pared only the principal, which they converted

into a temple of Bacchus. Ibid.

for
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for adhering to the laws and ceremonies of my
anceflors ; the rich, becaufe I prevent their exacting

unreafonable prices ; and all on account of the

dancers and players, not becaufe I abolifh them,

but becaufe I regard them no more than the frogs

of the lakes *. After having excited fo much

hatred, may I not be allowed to accufe myfelf ?

The Roman Cato (what kind of beard he wore

I know not
-f-,

but of this I am certain) excelled

all who were moft renowned for temperance, mag-

nanimity, and, which is the greatefl of all, bravery.

When, therefore, he vifited this populous, luxu-

rious, and wealthy city, feeing in the fuburbs the

young men under arms, and the magiftrates in

their robes, he thought all this parade was ex-

hibited by your ancestors in compliment to him;

and alighting immediately from his horfe J, he

haftened forward, and blamed his friends, who had

entered the city before him, for apprifmg the

* A proverbial hyperbole, meaning that the bufinefs

is nothing to us . And it is juftly alfo applied to

detractors, when we mean to fay we hold their calumnies

in contempt. As though frogs croak continually, and bark

at the paflers-by, repeating inceflantly that odious dittyj

BEXEXEXE| /.o| xo|, yet no one is offended. ERASMUS.

f Julian mu ft fu rely have known that, in the. time of

Cato of Utica, the Romans wore no beards. It may be
aid that he is forry that Cato had not one as long as his

Own. LA BLETERIE.

J Plutarch fays, that " Cato was on foot, as was his
" ufual cuttoin^ and his friends, who accompanied him, on
" horfeback. On this occafion, he made them difmount."

Rather that we totally difregard it
;
as many do not regard

what.greatly concerns them ; and, on the contrary, pay great at-

tention to matters with which they have no concern. STEPHENS.

VOL. I. T citizens
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, citizens of his approach, and perfuading them to

go and meet him. While Cato thus hefitated, and

feemed abaflied, the matter of the ceremonies

coming up to him, faid,
"

Stranger, how far off

"
is Demetrius ?" He was a freed-man of Pompey,

and was pofleffed of much wealth. You will

afk me how much *, as I know nothing more

likely to excite your curiofity. For this I mud

refer you to my author, Damophilus f of Bithynia,

who collected many fuch ftories from various

writers, which are very entertaining both to young

and old who have a tafte for fuch fubjects. For

old age feems to renew the curiofity of youth in

the moil incurious ; to which, I imagine, it is

owing, that both old and young are equally fond

of ftories. But to return. Would you know what

infwer Cato gave ? Sufpeft not that 1 traduce the

Jty. The ftory is not mine. If the name of a

certain native of Chacronca J has reached your

cars, of that vile fecr, as it is called, of infolent

nhiloibphers, into which I have not indeed yef

been admitted, though fuch is my folly, I have

*"
Biihop Warburton, in a note on ver. 390, of Pope's
Ic to Arbuthnot,

" What fortune, pray," [had your

parents] where " his friend's perfonuting the town, and
"

aii'uming its impertinent curiolity, gives great fpirit to
" the ridicule of the queilion," quotes this paflage of Ju-
lian as " a parallel ilroke."

f Damophilus lived, it is laid, in the reign of Marcus
Aurelius. Julian gives us no high idea of this compiler,
\nd ridicules him by the way. LA BLETERIE.

| Every one knows that Plutarch was of Chseronea in

Boeotia. He relate* this flory in the Life of Pompey. Ibid.

He relates it alfo in the Life of Cato,

wilhed
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wifhed it
; he, I fay, relates that Cato made no

anfwer, but only exclaimed, like a madman,
" O

11 miferable city !" and departed.

Wonder not therefore at my behaving to you in

the fame manner, cfpecially as I am more favagc,

and as much bolder and prouder, than Cato as the

Gauls are than the Romans. He lived almoft

all ,his life in his native country. But I was

fcarce arrived at manhood when I was fent

among the Gauls and Germans, and into the

Hercynian foreft *
; and having fpent much time

there, fighting with favages, like a hunter chafing

wild beads, I contracted fuch a difpofition as can-?

not fawn nor flatter, but can live on terms of

fimplicity and equality with all men. As in the

days of my early youth I travelled through th.e

works of Plato and Ariftotle
-j~ ,

I had no talents

for this civil life, and no tafte for pleafure. When

I became a man, and my own matter, I lived among
the moft fierce and warlike nations, who had no

connexion with Venus, the Goddefs of love, but

in the way of marriage, and for the fake of an

off-fpring; nor with Bacchus, the God of wine, but

for the fake of drinking as much as they could.

Jn their theatres, they have no obfcenity, o iiv

folence, no lafcivious dances. It is faid, that not

long ago a certain Cappadocian fled thither from

hence. You know whom I mean , the fame who

* See a Fragment on thisforcil at the end of theepiiHc?.

f H T{ ix /xpaxioij cdW Snx TIL/ TIX<*k'or ;ci Afiro!^y< Xeyt-v.

Jvjterally,
*'
my way lay through the difcouiics," <5:c,

T - was
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was educated in your city by a goldfmith. He had

.imbibed, I know not where, fome diffolute prin-

ciples, which, I know not how, he had reduced to

practice *. Being introduced to one of their

kings f, remembering what he had feen here, he

firft entertained them with a number of dancers,

and afterwards with many other cunofities of this

city. At length, being in want of a coiylift ;j;,

("with

* In the original, ^.x':-:v
s~a xat E//, u; a ho oprt.w yfvatft,

fj.fifCt-Ktci; ^'7TJ^^v, bx. cioz cTToffa ttvctot cKCTajxa vabi'v. 1 have

fubftituted, with the French translator, more decent ge-
neral expreffions.

f- npx 7ov txeicre (?a<nXEa, aJ regem qui illic. Mllfl we un-

derftand, by this, a Barbarian king, for inftance, the chief

of fome tribe of Franks, who, in the time of Magnentius,
fettled themfelvcs in a diftrict of Gaul ? Magnentius, who
derived his origin from the Franks, might have called fome
of them to his affiitance. Befides, Conftantius had fent

\vord to the people beyond the Rhine, that they might
enter into the Gauis, and that he would cede to them all

the conquefts that they mi^h' make there. The Barbarians

feconcled his views too well. Julian had much
difficulty

10 make them repafs the Rhine. Perhaps too it may be

fuppofed (but this ienfe feems to me Isls natural) that it

relates to one of the Emperors, or Cseiars, who refidjd in

the Gauis before Julian. The name of /3ao-Xs& ? was given
to the Errperors and Csefars. It is fometimes given to

them even by Julian, notwithflanding his republican ideas.

LA BLETERIE.

\ The word
cotyliftes occurs in no other paflage of Julian.

We are totally ignorant of what he means. However, as

xJItAo? and aolv^i) fignify a kind of cup, luh&inict their de-

rivative, may fignify perhaps
" a player with cups, or

" a jugler." Seneca calls thefe goblets prajilgia-
torum acetalula. It is remarkable that *o1t/X and acctalulutu

have, another meaning, which is common to them. They
both fignify the cr.vity of the cs ifcbiun, in xvhich che head

of the thigh is inferted. As acetaLulum means 4i a . up to
"

P' ay tricks^*
1
there is great probability that nolvXr, is i fed

2 ia
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(with this you are well acquainted both in word

and deed) he fent for one alfo from hence, fuch

was his attachment to ycur refpetable way of life.

Though the Gauls were (hangers to a cotylift, for

this was the firft time that any one had been feen at

court, yet, when the dancers exerted their fkill in

the theatre, they defertcd it, thinking thofe per-

formers fools or mad.

To me a theatre feems no lefs ridiculous. But

there, the few were derided by the many ; here,

I with the few am derided by you all. This,

however, does not offend me ; for it would be

unjufl: in me, after concurring with them, not to

bear with patience this treatment from you. I was

fo beloved by the Gauls, for the fimilitude of my
manners, that they not only took up arms for me,

but alfo made me many prefents ; on my refufing

them, they frequently obliged me to accept them,

and in every thing readily obeyed me. From thence,

which was of the utmoft importance, my name was

often tranfmitted to you with glory ; and all ex-

claimed, that I was brave, prudent, juft, equally

expert in peace as in war, mild, and courteous.

Of this the manner in which you have treated

me has been quite ther everfe. Firft you fay,
"

I

" have fubverted the world *." In anfwer; I know

of

in the fame*fenfe. I am indebted for this erudition to the

learned M. Falconet. LA BLETERIE.
*

According to Socrates, (/. in. c. 17.) the faying, that
"

Julian had fubverted the world," was owing to a bull

and an altar appearing on his coins. F. Fetau, M. Fleury,
T 3 and
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of tnthing that I have fubverted, either by defigrt

or ir.ac'vertence. Next, that "
ray beard (hould

" b_ twiftcd into ropes." And, laftly, that
" I

".r.c! M. de Tillemont fuppofe, that Socrates fays, the bull

lay on his back. But the hiitorian fays no fuch thing. Wo
know of no medal of this prince OB which is feen a bull

thrown down, or even a bull with an altar. We are ac-

quainted wiih fome on which appears a bull ftanding, above

wi.ich are two flars. At the feet of that animal is an eagle,
Tvho holds a crown in his beak, and feems to preient it to

the hull; but there is no altar. Suppofing that Socrates is

not mifb.ken, he alludes to fome medal that is unknown to

us. A victim, re; dy for facrifice, ftamped on the coins of

the Emperor, {hewed that the empire had changed its re-

ligion ; an ! that is what the inhabitants of Antioch might

veiy well call the *' fubverlion of the world." After all,

Julian, by his relllefs and reforming genius, by the various

changes which he introduced, both in the ilate and religion,

fuflkiently defervcd the above reproach, without its being

neceffary to think that this reproach was relative to any
one of his coins. LA BLETERIE.
One medal of Julian with a bull arid an eagle and another

with a bull and two flars, are defcribed by Occo. Among
the Imperial brafs coins belonging to the library of Chriil-

Church, Canterbury, are three, which are fuppofed to

bj ]ulian's. One of them, which feems to have his head, has

t: is infcription, DN COVSTANTI . . . .
" from which"

(lays the expofitor)
" cne would think this roin a Con-

" ftantine ; but the head does not refemble either of the
"

Conftantines, and I do not find that Julian took the
" name of Corflantinus, or any name like it. His titles

" were Flavius Claudius Julianus. The reverfe is a war-
*' nor en foot, directing his javelin againfl a horfeman,
'* w th h :

s horle falling to the ground. FEL. TEMP. . . .

" Dufrefne c'eicribes this reverlV on a coin of Julian, as
*' doe. allb Occo, and I find no fuch of either of the Con-
" flantines. I fhould think Conftanti . . . might poilibly be
"

filled up Conftantinopolis, but DN, Dominus nofter, fhevVs

'*
it to be the emperor's name, and not the city's."

Coniianti ... on this coin may perhaps mean Con-

flur.tius, as a coin of his, defcribed by Occo, has the r'e-

vc;ic here ilientioned.

M
wage
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'*

wage war againft the Chi *, and that you regret
11 the Kappa f." I wifh that the guardian-gods of

this city would give you two fuch Kappas, and thus

revenge your flanderoufly imputing the libels

againft me to many of the neighbouring holy cities,

which agree with me in worfhipping the Gods;

cities, which, I am certain, have more affcclion for

me than for their own children, as they imme"

diately reftored the temples of the Gods, and, at

a fignal lately given by me, deftroyed all the

tombs of the atheifts
}, being fo ardent and zealous

to

* Chrift. f Conftantius.

t The cruelties, which were exercifed againft the Chrif-

tians by thofe "
holy cities," may be feen in the ecclefi-

aftical hiftory. At Heliopolis, a city fituated at the foot

of Libanus, men were fcen to gna\v the entrails of the

facred virgins, to tear out the liver of a deacon named

Cyril, and to eat it publickly. The inhabitants of Gaza
in Paleftine tore fome of the Chriftians to pieces, and com-

mitted the fame barbarities on the remains of their bodies

which in other places were practifed on the relics of the

martyrs. The like enormities happened at Arethufa, &c.

I know that Julian did not command thofe barbarities
; but

he could not be ignorant of what the populace -are capable.
When we loofen the reins, we arc refponfible for their

fury. Julian fhould at leaft have punimed thefe excefles,

inftead of apologiling for them. LA BLETERIE.

This imperfect and reluctant confeffion may appear to

confirm the ecclefiaftical narratives, that in the cities of

Gaza, Afcalon, Ctfarea, Heliopolis, &c. the Pagans

abuied, without prudence or remorfe, the moment of their

profperity ; that the unhappy objects of their cruelty
were relealed from torture only by death ; that, as their

mangled bodies were dragged through the ftreets, they were

pierced (luch was the univerfal rage) by the fpits of cooks,
and the diftaffs of enraged women ; and that the entrails of

Chriftian priefts and virgins, after they had been tafted

T 4 by
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to punifh thofe who- had tranfgrefied againft the

Gods, as even to exceed my wifhes.

As to you, many of you, whom my lenity has

fcarce been able to pacify, have overthrown the

altars lately erected. Rut after we had fent the dead

body
* back from Daphne f, fome of you, who

worfhipped

by thofe bloody fanatics, were mixed with barley, and

contemptuoufly thrown to the unclean animals of the

city. Such fcenes of religious madnels exhibit the moft

contemptible and odious picture of human nature.

GIBBON.
* Of Babylas, a Chriflian bifliop of Antioch, men-

tioned in a former note, p. 24.7.

-j- At the diAance of five miles from Antioch the Mace-

donian kings of Syria had confecrated to Apollo one of

the moft elegant places of devotion in the Pagan world.

A magnificent temple rofe in honour of the God of light,

and his coloflhl figure alrooft filled the capacious fanctuary,
which was enriched with gold and gems, and adorned by
the fkill of the Grecian artifts. The deity was repre-

ien.ted in a bending attitude, with a golden cup in his hand,

pouring out a libation on the earth; as if he fupplicated
the venerable mother to give to his arms the cold and

beauteous DAPHNE
;

for the fpot was ennobled by fiction ;

and the fancy of the Syrian poets had tranfported the

amorous taje from the banks of the Peneus to thofe of the

Orontes. . . The temple and the village, infenfibly formed

by the perpetual relort of pilgrims and fpeclators, were

deeply bofoaicd in a thick grove of hurels and cyprefles,
which reached as far as a circumference of ten miles, and

formed ia the molt fultry iummers a coot and impenetrable
(hade, . . . The groves of Daphne continued tor many
ages to enjoy the ven^ratiop of natives and ftrangers ; the

privileges of the holy ground were enlarged by the muni-

ficence of fucceeding Emperors ; and every generation added

new ornaments to the fplendor of the temple. GiiBON.
The u hole of the garden at Koufham [in Oxfordshire]

laid out by Kent, for General Dormer, is as elegant and

antique,
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wordiipped the Gods, by way of expiation, gave

up the temple of the Daphnrcan God to others

who were enraged on account of the relics of the

dead. And thefe, by their negligence or conni-

vance, kindled thofe flames, and exhibited to

foreign nations a fight mort horrid, but to your

citizens moft pleafing, and by the fenate hitherto

difregarded. The God indeed feems, in my opi-

nion, to have deferted the temple long before the

fire *. This, at my firft entrance, the ftatue de-

clared to me ; and I appeal to the great Sun, as a

witnefs of it againft unbelievers.

I mud now remind you of another of my offen-

ces, and then, as I have done before, I will cen-

fure and condemn myfelf. In the tenth month f,

accord-

ancique, as if the Emperor Julhn had fele&ed the moft

pleafing folitude about Daphne to enjoy a philofophic re-

tirement. WALPOLE.
* Ecclefiaftical critics, particularly thofe who love relics,

exult in this confeffion of Julian, and that of Libanius,

(Namia, p. 185.) that Apollo was dilturbed by the vicinity

of one dead man. Yet Ammianus (xxii. 12.) clears and

purifies the whole ground, according to the rites which the

Athenians formerly praclifed in the ifle of Delos.

GIBEON.

f F. Petau thinks, that we (hould read " the ekventh
*' month," and not " the tenth }" fuppofing that the month

Hyperbereteus was the firft of the Macedonian year. But

Suidas and Zenobius, from a Macedonian proverb, inform ;s
,

that this month was the laft; and consequently the month
Dius was the firft. TJ.e following is the order in which the

phyfician yEtius, and all the ephemerifts, place the Mace-
donian months. I will annex the Roman months to which

they anlwer in the byriuu yeai, which the ecclefiailical writers

have
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according to your reckoning, (you call it, I think,

Lous), is the ancient feftival of this God, when

great crowds ufed to aflemble at Daphne. I there-

fore haftened thither from the temple of Jupiter

Caffius *, expecting to fee a profufion of wealth

and

have adopted ; but, as I have faid before, it was not per-

kaps that of Antioch :

1 Dius, November. 7 Artemlfus^ May.
2 Appellceus, December. 8 Dce/ius, June.

3 Audinceus, January. 9 Panemus, Juty-

4 PerittiuS) February. 10 Lous, Augufl.

5 DyJlruS) March. ir Gorpiceus, September.
6 XanthicuS) April. iz Hyperberctceus^QGl.QbtT.

LA BLETERIE.

*
Jupiter was called Cafms, or CafTms, from a very high

hill of that name in Syria, which bounds Antioch to th?

fouth, about fifteen miles diftant. This was a day's jour-

ney ; but Julian performed it feveral times during his

refidence in that city. Nothing was difficult to him

when it was to vifit a place revered by the Pagans. One day f

while he was facrificing there, he law at his feet a man

proilrate on the ground, who humbly intreated him to

geant him his life. He alked who he was. "
Theodotus,"

he was anfwered,
"

formerly chief of the council of

." Hierapolis, who, when he conduced Conftantius back,

then preparing to attack you, complimented him be-

fore-hand on his victory, and with lighs and tears

conjured him to fend immediately to Hierapolis the

head of that rebellious, that ungrateful wretch ; thus

he ftyled you."
* I have heard this long ago,' faid the

Emperor,
* and I have heard it from more than one.' Then

addreffing himfelf to Theodotus, who was half-dead with

fear, he added,
* Return home in fafety, and difmifs all

*

apprehenfions. You live under a prince, who, accord-
*
ing to the maxim of a great philosopher, ftudioufly en-

* deavours to diminifh the number of his enemies, and to

' increafe that of his friends,' lb:J.

Trajan,
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and fplendor. Already I feigned to myfelf, and

faw there, as in a dream, the folemn pomp, the

viclims, the libations, the dances, the incenfe, and

the boys, with minds properly difpofed to the God,

arrayed in white and elegant garments. But when

I entered the temple, I found there neither incenfe,

nor cake, nor victim. This much furprifed mc>

and t concluded that you were waiting without the

gate, by way of refpeft, for a fignal from me as

fovereign Pontiff *, I therefore afked the pried

what offering the city intended to make on that

folemn anniverfary ? He replied,
"

I have brought
" the God a facred goofe from my own houfe,
" but the city has provided nothing." Odious as

I am apt to render myfelf, I expoftulated, on this

occafion, with the fenate in fevere terms, which

it may not be unfeafonable here to repeat:
" Shameful," faid I,

"
it is, that fo great a city

44 fhould contemn the Gods more than any village in

" the remotefl parts of Pontus, and though poiTef-

" fed of a territory fo extenfive, on the lace annual

"
feftival of your tutelar Deity, the firft fmce the

Trajan, in his progrefs againft the Parthians, made an

offering to Jupiter Cafius ;
on which account his temple is

reprefented on feveral of his coins, and thofe of other

emperors afterwards. He is iuppofed to be the fame with

the God Terminus among the Romans. BQWYER.
Others derive this name of Jupiter from a hill in Pa-

leftine near Tt'gypt, \yhere that God had a temple, and

Pompey a tomb. See Luc. vn. 451. and Plin. v. ii.

*
Julian difcovers his own character with that naivete^

that unconfcious fimplicity, which always conilitutes true

humour. GIBBON-.

6 " Gods.
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" Gods difpelled the cloud of impiety, fhould not

" have brought him even a fingle bird, when
"

every -tribe ought to have facrificed an ox ! Or,
"

if that had been too expensive, the whole city

'

might have joined to have offered him a bull.

*' None of you fcruple being profufe of expence
" on your private entertainments, and many of

"
you, I know, Javiih large iums on the feftival of

t( theMaiuma *
j but none, either as individuals or a

"
community,

* I know not whether we muft believe, on the authority
of Suidas and of fome comments, that the Mai'uma was

originally a Roman feftival. Suidas fays, that in the

month of May, the magiftrates of Rome, followed, no

doubt, by all the people, went to celebrate it at Oftia, and

that, amidft diveriions and licentioufnefs, they puflied one

another into the lea. But we find in no other author

that this felVivity was ever celebrated in Italy, or in any
other part of the Weir. It even feems to have been peculiar
to the Orientals, and particularly to the Syrians. As

places where there was much water were chofen for its

celebration, fuch as the fuburb of Daphne near Antioch,
and we know not that it was celebrated in the month of

May, it is more probable to fuppoie that it was called

Mamma, becauie that word in Syriac fignifies
" waters."

All that is known of this ferHval is, that it lafted feven

days, and that it
" was the eiTence of it not to abftain

-" from any kind of infamy." This is the exprerTion of

Libanius, who, a thorough Pagan as he is, often mentions

it with horror. Godefroy thinks that the infamous fpec-

tacle againft which St. John Chryfoitom inveighs with io

much zeal muft refer to the Mai'uma. In the middle of an

amphitheatre, in a refervoir filled with water, the comrrrn

women fwam and gambolled in the fight of the whole ci

If Godefroy be not miftaken, as we alio know that the city

of Mai'uma in Palel'iine, fituated on the L-a-fnore, was >

ticularly devoted to the worfhip of V;nus, I fhoi;

pe<ft that the feftival of the Maiuma had originally for its

object
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"

community, facrifke for their private or the

"
public fafety. The prieft alone has facrificed,

"
who, in my opinion, ought rather to have car-

"
ried home fome part of your offerings. For

" the Gods require the priefts to honour them
11

only by their probity, and attention to virtue,
" and their decent mimltration of the facred duties;
" but the city, I think, fhould facrifice both in

"
public and private. Inftead of this, ail of you

"
fuffer your wives to fquander your fubflance on

" the Galileans, who, by feeding the indigent at

object the celebration of the birth of that Goddefs, who,
according to the fable, jfprung from the waves. But it ap-

pears that, in
the^ime

of Julian, thcMaiuma was no longer
confidered as part of the religious worfliip of the Pagans.

However, it is no lefs ftrange to fee the Chriftians of

Antioch partake of this fcandalous feftiviry. But, as ?,!.

de Tillemont fays,
" a great nation is often more zealous

" to defend the name of Chriilianity than to practil'e its

*'
morality.*'

" A wife prince,'* fays Libaniiis, (he is

fuppofed to mean Conilantius)
" had fopprefled thefeflival

*' of the Maiuma." But it was tolerated in the reigns of

Julian and Valens, and till the laft years of Theocio-

fius I. who forbade it fome time before his death. Ar-

cadius, in 396, allowed it to be celebrated on condition

that nothing mould be done there contrary to decencv.

Clementiixnojtrte placuit^ ufMaiumae, pro<vtnciaUbuslfetiiia red-

derctur ; ita tamen ut Jervetur honejlas, et verecundia cajlls

meribus perfeveret. But as it was impoffible to exafl this, the

fame empeior forbade it three years after. Ludicras artes

concedimus agitari, ne ex nimid bwum reJlriElione triftltia. ge-
neretur. Illud verb quod Jili nomen procax licentia <vindi-

cavit, Mai'umam fcedum atque indecorum fpecTracuium, dene-

gamus.KV. Cod. Tbeod. tit. vi. de Maiuma, Some remains

of this feflival were found nevertheleis at Constantinople in

the ixth century, in the reign of Leon the fon of Con-

ftar.tine Copronymus, I A BLETERIE.

" vour
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"

your expence, exhibit a wonderful proof of
"

impiety to their poor, who feem to abound
"

every where. But you, though you contemn
** 'the worfhip of the Gods, think yourfelves blame-
'

lefs. No one fupplies the altar with neceffaries,

" not being able, I fnppofe, to defray the expence,
' Yet when any one of you celebrates his birth-

"
day, he provides a fuitable entertainment, and

"
magnificently treats his friends. While on a

41 folemn feftival no one brings the God a libation,

* nor a victim, nor even oil for his lamp, nor

" incenfe. In what manner this may appear to

"
any good man among you, I know not ; but

** that it cannot pleafe the God, I am certain,"

Such, I remember, were my expoflulations, and

thefe the God, by his teflimony, approved ; which

I wilh he had not, but, inftead of deferiing the

fuburb in which he had fo Jong refided, had in

the late temped turned the hearts, and opened the

hands, of the magiftrates *. But I was fo abfurd

as

* In the original, TV xpiavkv. Who thefe xgolavfej are is

not fufficiently clear to me ; unlefs he means the guardiaa

genii of the place [Daphne] whofe attention and power
were baffled by a divine interpofition, which, in order to

avenge the people of Antiooh, occafioned that conflagra-

tion. PETAU,
The following is the manner in which the whole pafiage

ought, I think, to be tranllated, by repeating a negation
that occurs a little before. *' In that horrible event

?

*' Apollo would not have diverted the attention of the tutelar

<*
gepij of the place j he would have (lopped tke hands of

'* th*.
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as to be angry with you, when I ought rather to

have been filent, like many who entered the

temple with me, and to have made no inquifitivc

enquiries nor reproaches. But fuch was my pre-

cipitation, and fo ridiculous my flattery, (for it

cannot be fuppofed that the fpeech which I ad-

dreffed to you was dictated by friendfhip, but by
a vain-glorious iffeftatipn of reverence to the

Gods, and of a fmcere regard for you, which of

" the incendiaries." For my part, I am convinced that

xpolavlij fignifies here " the people in power, the magiftrates,"
and if I thought, that, by

" the ftorm," we mould under-

ftand " the burning of the temple of Apollo," I would
tranflate it

" he would not have diverted the attention of
" the magiftrates." But I think it more natural to under-

ftand by this "
ftorm," or "

agitation," i warn TJ oA>), the

commotions and diforders that happened at Antioch on ac-

count of the fcarcity which Julian mentions in the fequel.
The avarice of the magiftrates, and the moft powerful per-
ions of the city, was the caufe of that fcarcity. Thus

Julian would fay, that Apollo, if he had ftill been in his

temple, would have prevented or flopped the diforders,

by touching the hearts of thofe rich miiers, by forcing them
to open their hands to diftribute the corn which they locked

up in their granaries. This is the explanation which I

have adopted. I will not venture, however, to affirm that

it is the true one, LA BLETERIE.

I adopt the fame explanation, though I choofe to tranf-

late the words literally. M. de la Bleterie renders them,
44 In the commotions by which it has lately been agitated,
" he would have forced the magiftrates to open their
"

granaries, he would have infpired them with fentiments
" more humane." T^Mj/*? aXXaxow T*II> &ao feems very

analogous to our fcripture expreffion, c,- arc-oxalarrjcrw KKfhai,
*. T. ^ bt fiflll turn the heart

',
&c, Mai. v. 6.

all
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all flatteries is the mod ridiculous,) that I ramly

inveighed againft you.

Juftly therefore you now repay me for thofe

inveftives, though not in the fame place. For I

reproached you before the God, at the altar, at

the feet of the ftatue, and in the prefence of

few , but you are thus farcaflic on me in the

public markets, before all the people, and by the

mouths of fome of your worthy fellow-citizens.

For, be affured, all who fpeak have a communi-

cation with their hearers ;
but he who eagerly

liftens to calumnies enjoys equal pleafure, with

more fafety, and is no lefs culpable than he who

niters them.

Thus the whole city hears your lampoons on

this unfortunate beard, and on its wearer, who

has never fhevvn, nor will ever (hew you, what

you call a good example. For he will not lead

fuch a life as you lead yourfelves, and as you ex-

peel your princes fhould lead. As to the afper-

fions which you have both privately and publickly

thrown upon me in fcurrilous anapreflic verfes, I

alfo condemn myfelf, and very readily allow you
ftill farther liberty. I will never expofe you, on

that account, to the danger of death, flripes, bonds,

imprifonment, or to any other punimment. What

purpofe would that anfwer ? But as the temperate

life which I here lead with my friends feems to

you defpicable and loathfome, and exhibits a fight

by no means agreeable, 1 have determined to re-

move
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move and quit your city *, not from a perfuafion

that my perfon and manners will be more acceptable

where I am going, butb?caufe I think it expedient,

fhould I Fail of being thought good and virtuous, to

give others fome (hare of my di&greeablenefs, and

no longer to difguft this happy city with the flench,

as it were, of my moderation, and of the tem-

perance of my friends. For none of us have pur-

chafed fo much as a field or a garden here, or have

married, or given in marriage, or have been en-

chanted with any of your amufements; nor have we

coveted the Afiyrian wealth, nor been lavifh of our

patronages
+

; nor have we differed any of the

magiftrates to {hare with us the dominion over you 5

nor have we allured the people by the ruinous

feftivity of banquets or plays. On the contrary,

we have made them fo voluptuous, that, free from

any apprehenfions of indigence, they have com-

pofed anapcefts on thole to whom they are in-

debted for fo much affluence. No gold have we

exaftcd, no filver have we demanded, nor have we

*
Julian had refolvccl to return after the Perfian cam-

paign, and to pafs the winter at Tarfus in Cilicia.

LA BLETERJE.
This not being permitted^ he ordered his corpfe to be

interred there, in the fuburbs.

j-
Ova' ivetyca^tOa TC*J wgo-ac-iaj. In the Latin, ffgyitepng*

fciluras depajlifuffiix. Ruther, h!

,jue patrocinia {HJlrLbuimus.

For he means the guardianlhip and protection of certain

orders, and bodies, or the negotiation of bufmefs with the

Emperor, the foliciting which \vas very lucrative to the

great. PETAU*

VOL. fr TJ increafed
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increafed the taxes ; but, befides the arrears no\V

due, we have remitted to all a fifth of what they

ufed to pay.

Not contented with being regular myfelf, I have

alfo, (by Jupiter and all the Gods, I am firmly

perfuaded) a raoft temperate ufher *; who has

been much cenfurcd, however, by you, becaufe

though old, and rather bald on the fore part of

his head, yet fuch is his perverfenefs, that he

is not afhamed to wear his hair on the back part,

like the Abantes
-f-

of Homer. Two or three more,

in no refpeft his inferiors, I may fay four, 1 have alfo

at my houfe
;
and if you defire even a fifth, fuch

was my maternal uncle and namefake J, who go-

verned

*
I know not whom Julian here means. LA BLETEIUE.

EiTatyytXevj. One who introduces perfbns to a king or

prince. ROBERTSON.
This anfwers to the Englifh word and place of gen'le-

man-ufher, or mafterof the ceremonies.

f Among the Greeks who went to the fiege of Troy,
Homer reckons the Abantes, to whom he gives the epithec
of omfisr x,,orit(, retro coiati

}
becaufe they threw their hair

back. LABLETERIE.
"Down their broad flioulders flows a length of hair. POPE.

*
Julian, Count of the Eaft, brother to Bafilina. After

the profanation and deftrudlion of Daphne, (fee p. 248.)

being ordered by the Emperor to fhut up the cathedral of

Antioch, then poflefied by the Arians, his zeal induced

him to exceed his commifiion by (hutting up all the other

churches, and even by beheading a prefoyter, named Theo-
doret. For this rafli act being reprimanded by his nephew,
he was feized, a few days after, with an inveterate ulcer,

of which he languished two months, and then died. " His
*' feafonablu de-:h," fays Mr. Gibbon,

"
is related with

" mvich
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verned you with the flri<fteft jufticc, as long as the

Gods allowed him to continue and co-operate

with us, though he did not manage the affairs of the

city with the utmoft prudence. For thofe governors

who rule with mildnefs r.nd moderaticn feem to me

highly laudable, and this, I hoped, would have

atoned for my want of beau:;/. But fince the

length of my beard, the negligence or my hair,

my diilike to the theatres, my gravity in the

temples, and, above all, my adherence to equity

in the courts of juftice, and my earneft endeavours

to baniih extortion have given you fuch of-

fence, I (hall with plealure leave your city. If I

were to attempt to alter my condufl, I fliould pro-

bably exemplify the old fable of the kite. For the

kite, it is (aid, having originally a voice like

other birds, was defirous to neigh like a high-bred

horfe ; but not being able to attain the one, and

loiing the other, he was afterwards deprived of both,

and in voice became inferior to them all. In like

manner, I am very appvehcnfive of being neither

ruitic nor polite. For, as yon yourfelves perceive^

I am now, by the will of the Gods, on the verge of

that age, when, according to the Teian poet,

Grey hairs will mingle with the black *.

But

" much fu'pcrftitious complacency by the Abb de la Ble-
" terie." To the above-mentioned indifcretion of his uncle

the Emperor probably here alludes. See Epiftle xin.

which is addrefied to this Count Julian.
* Efle f*ot Xiuxat* /AtXatvat? avaMn/ils^ai T%t%t$.

The poems of Anacreon, no\v prefervcd, are faid to have

beer, firil drfcovsred by Henrv Stephens j
but where or how

U \
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But tell me now, I conjure you, by the im-

mortal Gods, and by Jupiter, the guardian of your

city, what has occafioned this ingratitude ? Has

any private or public offence of mine fo provoked

you, that, not being able openly to revenge it,

you lampoon me in the forum, in anapceftic verfes,

as the comic poets treat and reprelent Hercules

arid Bacchus * ? Is it becaufe, though I have

abftained from injuring you by my deeds, I have

offended you by words, that you take your revenge

in the fame manner? Can this have occafioned

your enmity and relentment ? But certain 1 am,-

that nothing injurious, nothing offensive, has been

done, nor any thing reproachful fa id, by me, either

is fc.arce known. His firft edition of them, which was

publilhed at Paris in 1544, was deemed a happy difcovery

By fome of the learned, and fufpe&ed by other's. Stephens,

falling into a kind of diffraction in the latter part of his

life, fu fie red his two MSS. which he had carefully collated,

to perim, without communicating them even to Cafaubon
?

his ibn-in-law. This we learn from M. de la Monnoie in

Bayle's article Anact'eon. And M. de Paiuv, who publifiied'

an edition of that poet at Utrecht in 1732, in 410, is

fully perfuaded that the odes were compoied by different

authors ; and, befid'is, doubts whether Atiacreon was really

the author of any fingle ode in the whole colleftion. Julian
has quoted from him one pallage (as above), and refers t(f

another in his xvinth Epiflle. But neither of them arc.

to be found in Stephens's edition.

* We need only open Ariftophanes, and caft an eye, in

particular, on his comedies of The Frogs and The Birds ^

to be convinced of the licentioufnefs with which the Greek

poets treated the Gods. The moft abufed, and thofe

whom they reprefented in the moft ridiculous characters,

were Bacchus and Hercules, LA BLETERJE.

privately
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privately againft individuals, or publicly againft

the community. I have even bellowed commen-

.dations, whenever I thought them due
; and I have,

in foire reipects, been ferviccable to you, as be-

came one who was defirous of being, to the ut-

moft of his power, a general benefactor. It was

impoffible, you may be aflured, that all the taxes

fhould be remitted to thofe who pay them, and

that by thofe who ufed to receive them all fhould

Le returned. As therefore it appears that I have

not dimitt.illied the public largeffes, which ufed to

be defrayed at the Imperial expence, though I

have remitted y.ou feveral taxes, does not this feem

myfterioas I But it is more proper for*me to be filent

as to what I have done for all the citizens in.

general, that I may net feem ftudioufly to publifh

my own panegyric, after declaring that I would

compofe a bitter fatire on myfelf, The inftances

of my raftmefs and imprudence towards you, though

they ought not to have incurred your difpleafure,

it is, I think, incumbent on me to mention, as

they are really difgraceful to me, and being more

true, and relating wholly to my mind, are much

more important than my perfonal defefts, I mean

the ronghnefs of my viiage, and my unpolitenefs *,

*
YLxt TV; a>'afcu.<7j?. fancris odium in the Latin tranfla-

tion, not properly. To xva^oWov is oppofed to ijgj&V-
But this means "

agreeable and elegant." That therefore

is
"

difagrceable and inelegant ;" and auttQpfyrw
"

rufticuy,

<{
unpolitenefs."

VETAU,

U 3 And,

*
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And, firfr., I highly extolled you, before I was

acquainted with you, or was appriied on what

terms we Ihould be, on this Consideration only, that

you were defcended from the Greeks, as I, though

by birth aThracian, am in manners and difpofition

a Greek. I prefuraed, therefore, that \ve fhould

have a mutual regard for each other. In this one

inftance I judged rafhly. Afterwards, though you

were the laft who fent ambafladors to me, not ex-

cepting the Alexandrians, who are fo remote as

./Egypt, yet I remitted you much gold and filver,

and many taxes, in particular, more than to any

other city. I alfo augmented the number of your

fenators * to two hundred, and I exempted none f,

my

*
Zofimus, /. m. " The Emperor, indulging the city, a$

*' was juft, and granting it a large number of fenators who
" were deicended from parents of that rank, who were born
** of the daughters of fenators, (which, we know, was al-

** lowed to few cities.)" But this was not fo agreeable and

honourable to thofe who were enrolled as to the city itfelf.

For it was. rather burthenfome to be returned to the fenate,

and generally declined on account of the weight of afleff-

ments. Therefore, foon after, he fays, he enrolled thofe

two hundred in the fenate,
"

fpnring no one," s-apn>{

&o?. For the more powerful and opulent thought it, a$

Iras been obferved, a burthen
;
and therefore they were to

be compelled. Ibid.

f Every city had a fenate, which was called in Latin

Curia, the name of Senatus b .ing ufually appropriated to

the fenates of Rome and Conitantinoplei Two annual

mngiftrates, named Duumviri^ were at the head of that

f.flembly, whofe members bore the name of Curialcs or De-
'ciiriones. The decurions, among other burthenfome func-

tions^ v.-ere charged with collecting the taxes in the dillricb

cf
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my view being to increafe and aggrandife your r'ty.

1 allowed you therefore to choofe them from

among the richeft of my treafurers *, and the

officers of the mint. You did not, however, make

choice of thofe who were be ft qualified, but, when

an opportunity offered, your cendU&was that of an

ill-governed city, and not unlike yourfelves. Shall

1 remind you of one inftance ? Having nominated

a certain lenator, before he was enrolled on the

liff, and while the procefs of his election was yet

depending, you dragged him from the flreets into

the fcnate, indigent as he was, and thus admitted

into your tbciety one of the low eft of the people,

of thole who are every where elle difregarded, but

whom you chofe to purchafe at any price f.
Such

is

of their city, and with mnking good the payment?, Indi.

vidi:als therefore avoided thole places as much as they
could. But it was equally the intereft of the empire, and

of the cities, to have the curue numerous and filled with re-

iponfible perfons. Curialesfervo} cjjc rcipublic<e, ac cv'/ar.; t .::'-

/.V/.Y/;.',
iinllus iqnorat, ruorum ccetum rcftc (ttpdlai'it aQtiqiiztas

minorcm Soiat/tni, fays the Emperor Majoriai;. ^ <>->. //. Tkfjd.

I. iv. //'/. i. Julian therefore gave a proof of his zeal for the

public good, and of his affection for the city of Antioch, by

ailowing it to augment the number of its fena.tors, and to

cljooie them from among the officers of the Emperor, who

,;ij:eadi;d that they were exempted. LA BLETERIE.

:;-' ATTO TW nni$firtwf\v* TS Sy-.rat<pf. He means the pr:^-

ferts and Counts of the treafurics, of whom the Notitia

treats ; who were under the direction of the Counts ot tin*,

facred largefies. Tims o f^*o-<xfiivo TQ >o^^* are ths

otlicers of the mint. PI:TAU.

f Martinius and Spanheim confider this as two inftanccs

of popular liccntioulrreis ; the one, that of a man, who

U 4 was
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is your difcernment. Many of your elections have

been equally irregular, but, as I cannot connive

at them all, the remembrance of my pail favours

is loft; and for the refufal of what
juftice would

not allow me to grant, you are incenfed againft

me. But thefe were of little importance, and by
no means fufficient to irritate the whole city. What

follows was my chief offence, and gave the greatefl

provocation *.

When I fir It came hither, the people, oppreiTed

by the rich, began with exclaiming in the theatre,
" There is plenty of all things, yet all things are

"
extravagantly dear.? Next day I difcourfed

with your magiftrates, and endeavoured to con-

vince them of the propriety of fpurning unjuft

xvas enrolled into the fenate, \vhile he had a fuit depend-

ing, whofe ifiue ought to have been expected ;
the other,

that of a poor man, taken from the dregs of the people.
Their miftake feems to arife from the words /-urE<^ me Jtaif

B3-ij, which they apply to a law-fim, and >xx , which, as

ufually printed, begins the next femence. But the former

words may as well refer to the procefs of the fenatorial

election yet undetermined, and accordingly M. de la B!e-

terie tranflates them, lorfque le precis,
dont fa nomination

futfuivie^ etoit encore pendant. And for AIM* '(" Another
"

man") -I Would fubftitute xx* or ,\x' (" but"), and

clofe the former paragraph with a comma only, or ferni-

colon. That Julian meant t'o produce no more 'than a

fingle inftance appears from his introductory words, BeXsc-fie

uo$ y/x5 fTTo^vflsri) ;
" Will you allow me to remind you of

one of them ?"
*
Julian proceeds to make his apology on Account of the

kind of famine which Antioch fufftrt-d, while he reilded

there. Let him fay what he will, the conduct, which he

then purfued,-does lefs honour to his prudence than to his

difintereilednefs and good intentions. LA BLETERIE.

gain,
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gain, and of obliging their fellow-citizens and

foreigners. They promifed to attend to what I

faid ;
but after waiting with confidence for three

months, fuch was their negligence that I defpaired

of any good effect. Finding therefore that the

popular clamour was
jiift

and reafonablc, and that

the markets were flraitencd not by dearth, but by
the avarice of the rich, I fixed a moderate price

on every commodity, of which I ordered public

notice to be given. And as there was great plenty

of wine, oil, and all other provifions, except

wheat, whofe fcarcity was owing to the drought

of the preceding year, I determined to fupply

that deficiency from Ciialcis, Hierapolis, and other

neighbouring cities, From them I imported for

your ufe four hundred thouiand meafures ; and

when they were confumed, I brought from my own

houle, and gave to the city, firft, five thoufand,

then feven thoufand, and now, laftly, ten thoufand

wodii, as you ftyle them, ail w-hich wheat was fent

me from JE^ypt, for my own confumptibn, and

fifteen meafures I ordered to be fold at the fame

price that ufed formerly to be given for ten *. If ten

meafures

* With a falutary view, the Emperor ventured on a

very unngcroiis and doubtful ftep, of fixing, by legal au-

thority, the value of r.orn. . . . The confequeaccs might
have been forefeen, and were foon felt. The Imperial
wheat was purcaied by the rich merchants ; the proprietors
of land, or of corn, with-held from the city the accuf-

tonied fupply ;
and the ihull quantities that appeared in

ihe market were fecrtfily ibid at an advanced and illegal

price.
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fneafrires coft you an aureus* in fummer, what coult!

be expected, when, as the Boeotian poet fays,

cruel famine rages in the houfe + ?

Would you not have accepted five meafures J,

or le(s, in fuch a fevere winter as followed I

Why then did VOIT rich merchants clande.fi ineiy

fell their (landing corn for more, and thus take

advantage of the public cliftrefs ? Notwhhftanding

this, befides the citizens , numbers alfo from the

country

price. Julian full continued tp applaud his own policy,

treated the complaints of" the people as a v na and ungrate-
ful murmur, and convinced Antioch, that he had inherited

the obftinacy, though not the cruelty, of his biother

Callus. 1'he ignorance of the moft enlightened princes

may claim feme excufe ;
brtt we cannot be fatisfied with

Julian's own deflr.ee [as above], or the elaborate apology of

Libanius, Orc.i. p<r'c;:t. t-. xcvii.^. 321. Gir,;,ON'.

* From Mr. Greaves's elements, in his excellent dil-

eourfe en the denarius, we may fix the currency of the

aureus at fomc\vhat more than eleven (hillings. Ibid*

f"
K>a~cy yvyisoQcu rev

~

,;/xov wi ^u/jLalt.
*' If I have Icarched well," (as M. de la Bleterie fays of

another paiTage), thefe words are not to be found in any
of the works of Pindar that have been transmitted to us,

*
Julian f:?.tes three different proportions of five, ten,

or fifteen mndil of wheat, for one piece of gold, according
to the degrees of plenty aird fcafcity. From this fact,

and from feme collateral examples, I conclude, that, under

the fucceffors of Conftantine, the moderate price of wheat
was about thirty-two fh'.llings the Englifli quarter, which

is equal to the average price of the fixty-four firft years of

the prefent century. GIBBON.
Kai t% n r-ox*? poicy. Something, I think, is wanting

here. For the ientence feems abrupt, and rather incom-

plete.
Underfland it thus. Julian made the price of corn

only, and the making of bread, cheap ; that is, he fold

fifteen /r.:'// of corn tor one J'olidi'.s, But the Aotiochians,

befidea
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country came hither in crowds to purchafe bread,

die (iily commodity that is plentiful and che;ip.

But which of you remembers, even in the mod

favourable feafons, fifteen meafures of corn fold fo

cheap as for one aurcus? \ was therefore hated by

you becaufe I would not fuITer wine, vegetables,

and fruit to be fold at an exorbitant price, nor

/corn, which the rich had hoarded in their granaries,

to be immediately converted by them into gold and

filver. They infamoufly fold it to foreigners, and,

in confequence, expofed you to famine,

that cruel fcourge of mortals,
*

as it is ftyled by a God, who feverely reprobates

fuch tranfgrcffors. Thus, by my attention, the

^elides corn, wifned to have plenty alfo of wine, vegetable?,
and fruit. Compare this with another paliage (p. 2^8.)
where he mentions their complaints agrunft him for occn-

fioning a plenty of bread only, and not alfo of wine, fifii,

and poultry. But here, he fays, he was reproached for

not fuffering garden-ihiff and trust m&uiosQeu x^'J7ti '

" to

'' be fold for gold." Where pfVCTO tint is
''

gold,"
not xpvffnc,

" a piece of gold fo called," I fnppofe to be

meant. For when the common people had hitherto pur-
chafed from the rich, at :in extravagant price, not only
corn but wine, and other articles lefs -ncccflary to fnbiiftencc

than corn, Julian, by (applying the people with plenty of

corn alone, in this particular alleviated their wants. But

when by his eJ.itt he had lowered the prices of me it, wine,
:.r.-\ other things, they were no longer publickly fold by the

rich; which not being regarded by the Emperor occafionecl

the popular complaints. PETAU.
* Ai.ev a.>.^-M^x fc^Huy. This is the concluuon of an

heroic verle, though not fo diftingui/lied in the editions. I

fuppole it to be taken from one of the Didynia;an oracles

(fo called) from which Julian has given another quotation in

Ws D ut its of a Tiicil, p. 150, and in his Lxud Epifile.
* '

city
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city abounded in bre^d, bin in nothing elfe. SucU

conduct, I was well aware, would not be generally

pleating; but this gave me no concern, as I thought

jt my dury to relieve an oppreffed people, and alfo

the foreigners who accompanied me hither, and

the officers who attended me. But fmce they are

now departed, and the whole city has combined

agutnft me, being hated by feme, and from other*,

v/hom I have fupported, having no return but in-

gratitude, relying on divide Nemefis, I will remove

to another nation, another city, without reminding

you of your acts of juilice on yourfelves nine years

ago *, when the populace, with furious clamours,

fet fire to the houfes of the magiilrates, and maf-

facred the governor ; and, in return, were puniihed

by a refentment jufi in the motive, but rigorous in

the execution t-

* In 354, when Gallus fet out for Hierspolis, the peop
! e

pf Antioch begged him to order an importation of corn.

Gallus contented himfelf with replying, that " he left the:n
'

Theophilus, governor of Syria, who very well knew
" how to procure it for them." The people, remembering
thefe words, made Theophilus refppafible for the dearth.

On account of a quarrel that happened at the games or" the

Circus, they attacked and ir.urdered the governor, and di-

verted themfelves with dragging his body through the

flreets. Eubulus, one of the principal peribns of the city,

and his fun, narrowly efcaped the lame treatment. But ths

people let fire to their houfe. Conilantius fent Strategix-.s

to puuiih the rioters. Julian hints that it was at the defirc

pf the magifuates. LA BLETERJE.

j- Libanius, however, in his oration on this fedition,

rr.uch applauds the clemency of Coniiamius.

In

;'
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In fhorr, what part of my conducl has given

you fo much offence ? Is it my fupporting you^

from my own houfe, at an cxpcnce which no other

city has feen equalled ? Is it my augmenting the

number of your fenators ? Is it my pardoning
the frauds which I have detected? Left this fhould

be deemed a rhetorical Mion, let me fpecify one

or two, Three thoufand lots of land, you faid^

Were vacant *, and deirred the grant of them
; but

when they were granted, the rich alone divided

them.- This, en enquii-y, being clearly proved, I

took them from thofe unjiiil poiTeiTors, and making
no fcrutiny into the former exemption of thofe

\vho had no right to it, applied thertr to the prin-

cipal e.\pences of the city.- Thus thole of you
who annually breed horfes have about three thou-

fand exempt portions, owing partly to the pru-

dence and good management of my tmcle and

riamefake -f-,
and partly to my generoiity, v:hoy

for thus punifhitig thieves and cheats, am juftly

though: by you to have fubverted the world
|,-

* He here charges the Anticchkins v/ith another inftnncc

cf ingratitude. For v.hcn three thouiand n>.>-gc, or lots, of

Irnd, \vere vacant, having fallen in by the deaths of the

htirs, Julian, at their requefl, gave them to the citizens.

But as che ie\v rich divided them among themfelves, he foou

alter relumed them, and rcflored them to the public towards'

the expence of their gamp and entertainments, efpscialk
thofe of the Circus ; which, he lays, was the act of his

uncle Julian. PETAU.

f Count Julian, of whom above, p. 290^

? See p. 277,

5 For,
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For, believe me, lenity to fuch offenders encourages

and hardens the wicked *.

This is the whole of my meaning, and with thrs

I fnall clofe my difcourfe. My misfortunes originate

from myfelf alone. They iire owing to the ingra-

titude of thofe whom I have obliged, and are there-

fore the effect, not: of your liberty, but of my

folly. This will teach me to act- with more dif-

crction for the future, and for the kindnefs which

you have publicly (Lewn me, may you be properly

requited by the Gods -p!

*
Julian, it is obfervable, is filent ns to his fending the

v.hole body oi the lenators of Antioch, confiding of t\vo

hundred cf the molt noble and wealthy citizens, under a

guard, from the palace to the priion, for their difrefpe&ful
and interefted boldnefs. But he fufrered them to return to

their refpective houfes before the ciofe of the evening.
*' Their fhort and eaiy confinement." fays Mr. Gibbon.
"

is gently touched by Libanius, (Orat. Parent, c. xcvur.
"

PP- 532, 333-'')

-j- Though Julian affedled to laugh, he could not forgive.

Jlis contempt was expiefTed, and his revenge might be

^ratified, by th.e nominarion of a governor [Alexander, of

Jieliopolis] worthy only of fuch fubjects \
and the Emperor,

for ever renouncing the ungrateful city, proclaimed' his re-

Solution to pals the enfuing winter at Tarius in Cilicia.

Libanius, in a profeffcd oration, invites him to return to

h:s loyal and penitent city at Antioch. GIBTON*.

Soon after writing this fatire, viz. March- 5, 363, Julian

began his march towards Ferfia, of which he has given the

particulars, as far as Hierapolis, in his xxviith Epiftle

(the lateft extant), to Libanii.s,
" one citizen of Antioch,"

".s the above citrd hiftorian expreffes it,
" \vhofe genius and

" viitues might atone, in the opinion of Julian, for the
** vice and folly of his country."

XVI Epiilles



I 33

XVIEpimesofLIBANIUS**>JULIAN.

M
EPISTLE I. f

'258-
AY the prefent health and ftrength, that,

A> Dl

you fav, you poffefs, be your conftant

portion ! For your grief may God fupply a remedy !

Or rather your grief requires in part only the

affifiance

* The fophift Libahius was born in the capital of the

Eaft [Antioch]. He publickly profefled the arts of rhetoric

and declamation at Nice, Nicomedia, Conftantinople,

Athens, and, during the remainder of his life, at An-
tioch. The preceptors of Julian had extorted a rafli but

iblemn affurance, that he would never attend the lec-

tures of their adverfary : the curioii:y of the royal youth
was checked and inflamed ; he fecrefiv procured the writ-

ings of this dangerous fophift, and gradually furpafled, in

the perfect imitation of his ftyle, the mo ft laborious of his

domeftic pupils. When Julian p.fcended the throne, he

declared his impatience to embrace and reward the Syrian

{hphift, who had preserved, in a degenerate age, the Gre-
cian purity of fade, of manners, and of religion. The

Emperor's prepofiefllon was increafed nnci jufrified by the

difcreet pride of his favourite. Inftead of preffing, with

the foremoft of the crowd, into the palace of Comlan-

tinople, Libanius cahr.ly expected his arrival at Antio&h ;

withdrew from court, on the firft fymptoms of coldnefs

and indifterence; required a formal invitation for each vifit;

artd taught his iovereign an important: leflbn, that he

might command the obedience of a fabject, but thafhe
muft deferve the attachment of a fiictid. . . The volu-
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afliftance of God, for fome part of it you your-

felt' can alleviate. You are able, if you pleafe,

to re-build the city J ; but for your concern on

account

rninous writings of Libanius ftiU ex'ft ; nniong them, near

two thoufand of his letters * ... His birth is aligned to

the year 314. [In a letter to Prifcus] he mentions the ;6rh

year of his age (A. D. 390.) and kerns to allude to ibme

events of ft ill later date. GIEF.ON.

Libatiius \\ as a great admirer of Julian, fond of Gentilifm.

rind averfe to Cbriitianity, but not an enemy to all Chrif-

tians. He did not embrace Chriitianity, having been edu-

cated in great prejudices againft it, and having never ex-

amined its evidence. Nevefthelels, I cannot but efteem

him an uiefiil man. For, as Socrates acknowledges, he

was in excellent fophiit ; he was continually employed in

teaching polite literature ;
and had many fcholars ; fomc

of whom were afterwards men of great eminence. Among
them, Socrates and Sozomen reckon John Chryibilom,
Theodore of Alopfouefiia, and JMaximus bifliop of Seleucia

in Ifauria. LA R ONER.

By comparing their works, we find in reality that Julian
refemblcs Libanius, but it is with a handfome likenefs, and

in the fame manner as a peribti of quality, who fpeaks
well without affecting to do fo, may be laid to referable a

rhetorician who makes it his iludy.
"

Hence, I imagine,"

fays Libanius,
" his iubfequent writings have fome

affinity" to our ftyle, as if he had been one of our fcholars.''

Julian fubmitted to his criticifm both his actions and writ-

ings. He was thought to have alfifted him in the compo-
ikioo of the Mifopogon.

"
Libanius," laid he,

"
loves

" me more than ever my mother did; he is not attached
" to my fortune, but to my perfon." LA BLETERIE.

f This Epiftle is one ef the three firft publiftied by
Fabricius, \vith a Latin tranilation, in his Bibliotheca

Grscn, vol. vii. p. 397. In the edition of \Vollius, it is

the xxxmd.
| Nicomedia, the capital of Bythinia, which, from the

beauty of its fituation, the magnificence of its buildings,
''*

In his Life, his letters, he fays, were innumerable.

its
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account of the dead, may Heaven afford you con-

folation ! Nicomedia, ruined as fhe is, I deem

rnoft happy. Her fafety indeed would have been

moft defirable ; but even thus flic is honoured *
by

your tears. Nor are thefe inferior to the lamen-

tations which the Mufes are faid to have uttered

for Achilles f, or to the drops of blood which

Jupiter, in honour of his deareft fon, poured down

at the approaching death of Sarpedon J. That

flie therefore, who was lately a city, may again be

a city, will be your concern. Elpidius , always

its grandeur, and its riches, had been looked upon as 'the

fifth city in the world, was deftroyed by an earthquake,

Aug. 24, 358, followed by a fire which laded five days.
A monody, by Libanius, on this fubje6t, 1 have inferted ia

Vol. II. Julian was thtn only Csefar ; but he vifited the city,
and gave orders for rebuilding it, in his way from Conftan-

tinople to Antioch, May 15, 362, after his acceifion to the

empire. Another earthquake, which was alfo felt at Con-

ftantinople and Nice, fwallowed up the remains of Nico-

media, on January i, 363.
*

Tfltprflxt Si opus I have added, to complete the fenfe,

from the [French] king's largeft MS. where thefe words are

written in the, margin, but in a more modern hand. That
of the Vatican alio has on the fide T1i^7jla & 0^*5 sris-aa-a.

For the city might be honoured indeed, but could not be

reftored from irs ruins, by the tears of Julian. Valois

quotes this paflageof Libanius, in his notes on Ammianus,
XXII. 9. p 319. WOJLFIUS.

f Alluding t'o Homer, OdyfT. xxiv. 60.

Round thee the Mufes, with alternate ftrain,

In ever confecrating verfe, complain. POPE, 77.
i Iliad, xvi. 459.

Then, touch'd with grief, the weeping heavens diflill'd

A fliower of blood o'er all the fatal field. POPE, 559.
A philofopher, to whom Julian has addrefled his Lvnth

Epiitle. Libanius alfo has addrefiecl ieveral Epiflles to him,
and has mentioned him in feveral others.

VOL. I. X a man
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a man of diltinguilbed probity, has now made

wonderful improvements. Thus it is not only true,

as Sophocles fays, that

Wife kings are form'd by converfe with the wife *,

but the wildom of a king improves alfo his friends

in virtue. So ferviceable have you been to Elpi-

dius, making him not only richer but better.

Though younger than he, you have been his in-

ftructor in thefe laudable purfuits, in equity, in an

eager defire to afliit his friends, to treat cour-

teouily thofe whom he knows not, and by fo treat-

ing them, always to retain their friend (hip. For

all, who have approached and converfed with him,

have firft admired and then inftantly loved him, or

rather have difcovered your ideas in all that you

have entrufted to him. I often difcourfe with him ;

and all our difeourfes turn on you, on the under-

Handing that you poflef?, and the important affairs

in which you are engaged. The manner in which

you will complete them, and how you will ward

fome impending dangers, we have fagely difcufled.

I feemed, as it were, convening with yourfelf. With

particular pleafurel received the intelligence of your

having defeated the Barbarians
-j~,

and that you had

related your victories in a commentary. J,
thus afting

1 have il arched Sophocles in vain for this verfe. WOLFIUS.

f Probably his vidcoritrc over the balian f ranks and Cha-
marians. See the Epiftle to the Athenians, p. 87.

j We fhould acid him to the number of celebrated hifV

torians, if his Menaoirs of the Gallic war had been tranf-

nmted to us. LA BLSTERIE^

at
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at once as an orator aud a general *. Achilles

required a Homer, and Alexander many fuch
-f-,

tmt your trophies, your own voice, which has

Creeled them, will tranfmit to pofterity. Thus

you furpafs the fophifts, by proposing to them not

only actions for them to celebrate, but the ora-

tions, which you have contpofed on your actions, for

their emulation.

To thefe your trophies I wifli you to add that

of reftoi ing Pompeianus J to his rights ; and think

flot this an unworthy contention. For this is the

man, whom formerly, in Bhhynia, when he was

ambaffador from hence, you faw with pleafure, and,

on being informed of what he had been defrauded*

gave him hopes of recovering his property. Of this

romife, O prince , I intrezrt you to be mindful.

* See the Epiftle to the Athenians, p. 88, note *.

-f-
T.1v<ui> [the common reading] has no meaning'. Span-

heim has e-t/y^apalwv, perhaps for fvyf^iut,
" writers."

M. V. la Croze preferred le^rix^.^" Sirens.") To me it is

hot yet clear. Suppofe we fhould read Toiwla*, (" fuch,")
which I have exprefled iti my tranfliition ? Salvinius has
*' Titenibus." WOLFIUS.

| Pompeianus, who had been prefect of Bithynia, is

mentioned with elogiumsbyLibanius in many other Epiftles,
and ibme are aho addrefied to him.

n BacriAtv. Though Julian was then only Ccefar, a

appears from fome paflages above, both Fabricius and Wol-
fius have tranflated this Impcrator, But Exr^tvs was often

applied to the Cxfars.

X a EPISTLE
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EPISTLE II.*.

A. D. ARE you then forgetful of us ? But Phoenicia

-*^- does not fuffer us to be forgetful of you, as

ihe celebrates your reign in immortal hymns f.

From your {
Afia alfo flows the fame of your

actions, increafing our expectations. For nothing

that we have heard, great as all thefe actions are,

is fo great as to exceed the hopes that we have

formed. We, on account of our relation to the

lonians , rejoice, trading that you will proceed

in the right road, and that your authority both

over them and us will be more firmly eflabliQied.

But this muft be left to the providence of God.

Andragathius, in requeuing to be the bearer of

this, has rather conferred than afked a'favour of me.

* This is another of the Epiftles preferved by Fabricius,

In the edition of Wolfius it is the ccxxivth.

f Godefroi, in one of the indexes to his edition of the

Theodofian Code, quotes this paflage ; but fuppofcs this

letter (then unpubliftaed) to be addrefied to Count Julian,
Confular of Phoenicia.

J Y/Ac7tfoe(. In the Barocc. MS. H/u/Ii^a?. Our reading is

fupported by four others; and juftly, as Libanius appeals to

the accounts fent him, of the actions performed by Julian,
from foreign and diilant parts. Addrelling Julian, he ftyles

Ionia (which is loon after eloquently named) "2^?rAfia,"

meaning a diilrirt of Afia Minor, in which, having left

Phoenicia, he then was. WOLFIUS.
For this relationfhip, of which Libanius, an orator of

Antioch, here boafts, the fcholiaft thus accounts : "The
" lonians near Smyrna formerly fent a colony to Antioch,
" and therefore he ityles them relations." Ibid.

For
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For he will not be more gratified by the pleafure

of feeing you than I am by thus being enabled to

accoft you. This youth will have thefe three recom-

mendations to you ; an energy of fpeech, which he

has difplayed before the prasfecls; a courtefy of

behaviour, which endears him to all with whom
he converfes ; and fuch an intimacy with me, as, in

that refpeft, to exceed all the friends that I have

had fince my childhood.

EPISTLE III. *

YO U have gained a double victory f, one by A. D.

your arms, the other by your eloquence.

One trophy is creeled to you by the Barbarians,

and the other by me your friend
;
a trophy this

mod pleafing even to a conqueror. For all parents

wifh to be excelled by their children J, and you,

* The Barocc. MS. to the name lXa adds, Kerafi,

(" Csefar,") but the Medic. B.rw KaVoL, (" the execrable.")
Ezech. Spanheim quotes the beginning of this epiftle in

his preface to the works of Julian, p. 4. WOLFIUS.
la the edition of Wolfius, this is the t cccLxxnd.

f Thus our author, in his cccxcivth epiftle, a :
" The

" excellent Anatoiius has gained two victories over us."

Md.
\ A comparifon by no means foreign to this paflage, as

the fophifts ufed to ftyle their Scholars their fons. See

Eunapius, in Julian, and Damafcius in the Life of Ifidorus

in Photius on Zenodotus ;

" alone thought worthy of
*'

being called the darling child of Proclus." Our author

alfo in his epiftles has frequently the fame expreffion.
That Julian had been intruded in the art of fpeaking by the

precepts of Libanius, is evident from this as well as from

other paflages. Ibid.

X 3 who
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who h|r me have been inflrucled in writing, havfe

in that excelled your inftructor. But now for the

brevity of my epiftle, I, the orator, mud account to

you, the general, or rather to one no lefs confummaie

in the art of oratory than in that of war
"f*.

After

the Emperor 'j
had given you a {hare in the go-

vernment, I thought myfelf bound to lay fome

reftraint on my freedom, and not to indulge it, as

I had been accuflomed, to a man fo e-xalted. For

knowing, as we doj in our declamatory fkirmifhes,

hew to accoft Pericles, Cimon, and Miltiades, it

would have been fhameful in real life to neglecl

thofe laws. And as you yourfelf fay, that the

letters of generals, on account of their avocations,

ihould be (hort, this induced me to contrail my

*
Julian loved long epiftles, as appears from his fecond

to Prohserefius :
"

Sages, like you, may make long and
" verbofe orations, but from me to you a little is fuffi-

" cient."

f This union of war with eloquence and the other arts

is applauded by Libanius in other places, but efpecially in

his md oration to Julian, p. 183.
'* You alone com-

*'
prehend the accomplifhme'nrs that are divided among

<: others ; and no orator, nor warrior, nor. judge, nor
*4

fophift, nor myftic, nor philofopher, nor prophet can
*' admire hvmfelf when compared with you. For in your
*' actions you exceil thofe who aft, in your fpeeches thofe

"whofpeak." WOLFIUS.

J That Confbntius, who, when he was oppreiTed with
the difficulties of the Gallic war, though by no means a

friend to Julian, rather thinking that he had caufe to fear

him, yet yielded to the exigence of the times, and aflb-

ciated Julian in the empire. For this reafon, in the Barocc.

MS. thfs epiflle has the addition of " Ocefar." PtiA

epi files,
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cpiftles, fenfible, that he whofe bufmefs prevents

him from writing long letters, by one who fends

fiim long letters muft be much interrupted. But

now, as you order me to be dirTufe, I will obey.

And, firft, I congratulate you, that, with arms

in your hands, you have not fufpended your appli-

cation to oratory, but wage war, as if war were

your -only iludy, and attend to books, as if you
"were a ftranger to amis. And next, that he *, who

has given you a (hare in the empire, has had no

canfe to repent of his having given it, but con-

fidering him as your coufin, and collegue, and lord,

and matter, in all your actions you promote his

glory, and exclaim to your falling enemies,
" what

" would be your fate, if the Emperor were pre-
"

fent ?" All this I applaud, and alfo your not

having changed your manners with your drefs, nor

loft, by gaining power, the remembrance of your

friends.' Many bleffings attend you for {hewing

that, when I celebrated your talents, I was not a

liar, or rather for having ihewn that I was a liar

in promifmg nothing equal to what you have per-

formed ! This is all your own, and copied from

no model. For though foine, together with the

empire, have alTumed the love of money, contracr-

.ing defires to which before they were Grangers, and

others have given more 'indulgence to their former

inclinations, you alone, when raifed to the throne,

* -Conlhathis, See the laft note, p. 3:0.

X 4 have
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have fhared your fortune *

among your friends,

giving one a houfe, another flaves, land to this,

money to that, and, when a fubjeft, were more

wealthy than now when you are prince. Nor do

you exclude me from the number of your friends,

though I am not one of thofe who have (haredD

you
r favours. For I can aflign a reafon of my

alone having received nothing. As you would

have cities abound with every thing that can pro-

mote their happinefs, you deem nothing more

effential to this than oratory, knowing that, if that

were extinct, we fhould refemble the Barbarians.

Apprehending therefore, that, if I abounded with

riches, I mould neglect my art, you thought it

right for me to remain poor, that I might not be

tempted to defert my ftation : Such, at leaft, is my
folution. Not that you have faid,

"
Amphiaraus

*' and Capaneus are fomething f ; but this man
" has neither name nor place J." But your not

having

* This may illuftrate what our author, in his Life, p. 42,
relates of Julim, viz. that " Libanius loved hirnfelf, but
others loved his riches." ^VOLSIUS.

f This is a' proverbial expreffion, which I do not re-

member to have read elfevvhere. In other paflages of the

ancients, Capaneus is applied to a faithful friend, beeaufe

Capaneus, amidft great wealth, living with frugality and

ceconomy, was moil attentive to his friends. Ibid.

It is needlefs to add, that Amphiaraus and Capaneus
were two of the feven chiefs again ft Thebes.

\ OUT' (v >.oyu yr t* aptipu. This oracle of Apollo, to the

inhabitants of yEgina, is quoted by the fcholiaft on Theo-
critus : T/*s ^', u Mfyapeij, WT* n ^oyw, K, r. A. Compare the

Chiliades of Erafmus, p. 437. Hid.

The
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having given me any thing is owing to your regard

for the public. Therefore though we are indi-

gent of money, we abound with words. This is

your concern ; may we not difgrace the part that

is allotted to us, nor you your illuftrious rank!

EPISTLE IV. *

T S E N T you a fliort oration on an important
*

fubjecl:. You can add to its length, by fup-

plying what* is eflential to that purpofe. If you

give that, you will {hew that you think I have a

talent for encomiums. If you do not give it, I

ihall be induced to entertain fome other fufpicions.

EPISTLE V. f
TTNLESS you were well apprifed how long*^

ago my friendihip with the excellent Mace-

donius
{ was contra&ed, and for what reafons

it has been fmce improved, of thefe I would

The inhabitants of TEgina, fay fome, of Megara, fay-

others, after gaining a naval victory, enquired of Apollo
who was the braveft of the Greeks; to which he gave a

depreciating anfwer, concluding as above.
*
This, in the edition of Wolfius, is the Dxxvth. It is

alfo one of thofe preserved in Latin by Zarnbicari. See a
note on Epiflle XV. To what oration Libanius here alludes
does not appear.

f This is the DLxxxvith in the edition abovementioned.
J The fon of Pelagius, of Cyrus, a city in Syria, an

orator, and a philofopher. Libanius mentions him with

great encomiums in feveral other epirtles, and has addrefled
three to him, one of which is a congratulation on his

marriage.

firft
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firft apprife you ; but knowing, as you do, its

foundation, you will not wonder that I, who would

decline no danger for my friends, (hould devote to

his fervice this letter. He has indeed prevailed

with me to ask a favour of you, not that you

grant favours eafily, or grant all that are afked; but

fuch as are juft and right you willingly confer. And,

in truth, whoever does not oblige his friends, in

matters thus irreproachable, blames the daughter*

of Jove for retaining the Graces in her veftibule.

But that you favour thofe who ask'nothing un~

reafonable is evident to all. Now obfervc whether

my requeft is fuch as can be cenfured.

. Macedonius married a wife -who had a fon by a

former husband. That Ion is navv dead. I wifh

therefore tha.t the mother
-f-,

in preference to the

grandfather, may fucceed to his eftate, if a regari

to honour can induce the grandfather to wave his

right, and to prefer praife to a compliance with

the law. Be it therefore yotir
:

endeavour to con-
. .

* The Greek mythologies %le her As*, (" Juftice,"}
whom he virtually condemns, that does not return to a

friend trfe favour which he could and ought, WOLFIUS.

f The mother?, among the Romans, had not, in the

beginning, any Yhare in the lucccfllon of their children,

whether they were emancipated or not. In procefs of time,

The mothers did fucceed, but differently according to the

different times, and the whirnfical changes that many laws

made, in their right or fucceifion. In England, if, after the

3cath of a father, any of his children cfie inteftate, wkh-
'ox:t wife or children, in the life- time of the mother, the

mother, in that cafe, fuccecds jointly and equally v.ith the

brothers and fifters of the deceafed and their rep re fent-
lives. STRAHAN.
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>vince him, that it is more creditable for him to de-

cline than to take thefe effects. You will be doubly

"perfuafive, as, befides the powers of oratory, you

poffefs fupreme dominion. And I hear that this

old man is vain of * good reputation, and had

rather accumulate fame than wealth. Delay not

therefore to fend for and confer with him, and

thus perform an action more humane than any law.

Nor think that we will admit, as an excufe, your

alleging that the difcuffion of fuch ^natters does

not belong to yon, or, by way of fubterfuge, that

you -are unable to perfuade him. To b$ the initru-

ment of conferring wealth on the mother, and

fame on her father, will do you no dishonour.

Every word from you makes a flrong impreffion

on the hearers.

EPISTLE VI. *

HE laws and myfelf will take care that that

molt abandoned iervant (hall be punifhed for

what he has faid and done. But you, together

with the empire, ihew that you poflefs alfo fuch

benevolence as the excellent Prifcian -f- difplayed

to Seleucus
J. Afting thus, you will induce the

*
This, in the edition of Wolfins, is the oxcift.

j-
Pritcian was an excellent orator, and on that account

was invited by Julian to Conrtantinople. Libanius has

addrefled teveral Epiftles to him.

J Seleucus is allo mentioned as a friend of Libanius in

jany of his Epiilles, and many are addrefled to him.

preceptors
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preceptors of Arrhabius, I mean Calliopius *, and

his father, to treat him with more indulgence. For

Seleucus married the daughter of one, and the

fitter of the other. Him therefore, whom in your

letters you fo highly honour as to flyle him your

fon, affift, I intreat you, in his literary improve-

ments.

EPISTLE VII. f

"TTT'OULD you have me believe that you do

not take the leaft concern in the affairs of

Ulpian and Palladius J, that you neither regard

them as friends, nor efteem them as orators, nor

recolleft that they may affift you with their friendly-

offices ? Such reports, which it does not become me

to repeat, are circulated by many. On the con-

trary, I contend that none of them, as far as you
are concerned, are true. Write therefore, and

confute them. You will thus confer a favour on

yourfelf, as well as on me.

*
Calliopius, by feme of the Epiftles to him, appears

to have been an orator.

f This in the edition of Wolfius is the ociid, 3.

^ Tu-o orators, frequently mentioned by Libanius.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE VIII. *

IH
AV E difcharged my obligations to Arifto-

phanes + j but you, in return, have given me

fuch fplendid tokens of a vehement affection as are

confpicuous both to Gods and men. So that now

I feem almoft to foar into the fky, elevated by your

epiftle, which has infpired me with fuch hopes,

and has fo decorated my oration {, that all things

elfe, the wealth of Midas, the beauty of Nireus ,

the fwiftnefs of Crifon
||,

the ftrength of Poly-

damas **, the fword of Peleus ff, feem little in my

fight.

* This Epiille is one of the three firft publifhed by Fa-

bricius. In the edition of Wolfius it is the DCLxxth.

f-
This oration for Ariftophanes, a Corinthian, the foa

of Menander, who had been feverely fined by the pra?-

tect of <dgypt, on accouat of his confulting aftrologers,
is preserved in the works of Libanius, vol. II. p. 210, &c.

WOLFIUS.
It is faid in this oration, that he had been fined, fcourged,

and imprifoned.

I The Epiftle of Julian to Libanius, to which this is an

anfwer, is the Lxvmth, or laft, in vol. II.

See Homer. Iliad, ii. 671.

U Crifon was that native of Himera, who gained three

victories in the Olympic games. See the Prolegomena of

Eralmus Schmidius on Pindar, p. 31. Add. Paufan. Eliac.

p. 172. WOLFIUS.
** A famous Theflalian wreftler, who flrangled a lion

on mount Olympus, tamed a wild bull, and flopped a

chariot drawn by the ftrongeft horfes. He was crulhed to

death by a rock under which he took flicker from a ftorm;
and this was owing to his indifcretion in flattering himfelt"

that
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fight. Even the neclar 6f the Gods, were I

allowed to enjoy it, could not give me greater de-

light than I now feel, when my prince, fuch a dtie

as Plato formerly fought and could fcarcely find *,

has commended my fentiments, admired my oration,

and has not only promifed that he will give fome-

thing, but, which is much greater honour, that he

will confult with me what to give. They who*

sbferve the rifing of the celeflial goat -f, do not

always obtain their wifhes ; but I, though I have

not attended to this, have been moft fuccefsful.

And if I want any other favour, the Emperor,

imitating the Deity, is ever gracious. Your epiftle

therefore (hall be prefixed to my oration, to in-

fornr all the Greeks, that my dart has not

been launched in vain, for by what I have writ-"

ten, Ariftophanes will be honoured, as I am by
what you have returned ; or rather both of us ihal]

that he could fupport the roclc, which was beginning to fall,

when his companions fled. MORERI.
Libanius mentions him alfo in his xvith Declamation.

f-f- Peleus received a fword from Vulcan, with which
he could defend himfelf againft all atfacks, as we learn

from the fcholiaft on the ivth Nemean of Pindar, ver. 88,

&c. WOLF i us.

*
Alluding to the famous faying" of Plato, that '*

go-
*' vernments would be happy, if king* philofophifed or'
*'

philofophtrs reigned.'* Rid*

f-
A proverbial expreflion, often ufed of thofe with whom

every thing fucceeds happily, ^nd as they wifh ; becaufe it'

was of old a vuigar opinion that they who faw that goat,
tvho was the nurfe of Jupiter, and on that account was

nude a conftellation, obtained whatever they defired.

ERASMUS.

fhall
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fhall glory in what has been written and will be

given by you, for each of us is honoured by each

of thefc.

But now it may divert you to hear how Arifto-

phanes has been terrified. One of your ufual

evening-attendants informed us that, on coming to

your door, he was refufed admittance, becauie he

tvas told, you we*'e bufy in compofing an oration.

This immediately occafioned an apprehenfion that

you had determined to controvert my oration *,

and confute your preceptor, and would thus over-

whelm Ariftophanes like the Nile
-j-. We haftened

therefore to the excellent Elpidius, who, on hear-

ing the caufe of our alarm, burft into a loud

laughter. Thus we recovered our fpirits, and foon

after I received your elegant epiftle J.

* Libanius means the oration, which he, who had for-

merly been the preceptor of Julian, had fpoken for Arif-

tophanes. WOLFIDS/

f Alluding, I imagine, to the inundation of the Nile,

2nd, at the fame time, to the torrent of Julian's eloquence,
which might over-power Ariftophanes. Thus Suidas

alcribes to Chryfoftom
" catarafts like thofe of the Nile,"

and Tzetzes mentions " Nile-like floods," both applied to

eloquence. See p. 305. Ibid.

\ This EpiOleof Julian to Libanius is here fubjoined in

a note, by Wolfius, from Fabricius. But I have added 017
tranflation of it to his other Epiftles in Vol. II.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE IX. *

TT OW much foever I condemned that journey
A-L

(fatiguing as it was) f, I no lefs, or rather

more, condemned myfelf for returning fo foon,

inftead of going to the place appointed, and

there indulging my eyes, the next morning, at

fim-rifing, with the fight of his divine vifage.

And fo unfortunate is the city, that fhe could not

afford me the lead confolation. I ft vie her un-

fortunate, not on account of the dearth of pro-

vifions, but becaufe (he has been and is adjudged

wicked, invidious, and ungrateful J by him whofe

prudence

* To the name IsXiavw, A&xfolcfi (" Emperor/') is pre-
fixed in two MSS. And in another, TW TfUMolajota (" moft
*'

execrable,") is annexed to it. WOLFIUS,
In the edition of Wolfius it is the cccxiith. It is alfo

one of thole preferved in Latin by Zambicari.

f What fatiguing and fruitlels journey Libanius had

taken, does not appear. Perhaps it was to Mount Caffius,

(fee the Mifopogon, p. 282.) where Jupiter had a temple,
fifteen miles, or a day's journey, from Antioch, which,

however, Julian performed feveral times during his re-

fidence in that city. For " from thence," fays Ammi-
anus, (xxn. 14.)

" nt the fecond cock-crowing, is fuft
" feen the rifing of the fun."

1 Meaning Antioch, at that time not only afflicted with

famine, but expoftd to the refentment of the Emperor for

difregarding his edict for lowering the price of provifions,
and not abstaining from larcafms on himfelf. This appears
from the embally (vpoGtvl*s) our author fent to Julian for

the
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prudence furpafles his dominions, extcnfive as 'they

are. While, Alclmus * was with me, I had one

who would hear with indulgence my Mf-reproaches
and my boa its of the diitinction (hewn ire by you.

But after his departure, confidenng the cieling as

ftiy only friend, I looked up to it, as I by in my
bed, and faid,

" Now the Emperor lent for me :

" now I entered and fat down (for that lie allowed
<c
me); now I pleaded for the city, as I was per-

" mitted to intercede with him for thofe who
" had offended him. But he prevailed, fo juftJ

" was his charge, and io powerful his elocution.

" And though I oppoicd him, I was neither dif-

"
li!;ed, nor ejected." \Vith this banquet I regale

myfelf, and I intreat the Gods, firil, that they will

give you the fuperiority ever your enemies, and,

fecondly, that they wUl render you as propitious

to us as you were formerly. 1 have alfo a third

petition, which they have heard, but I will toot

here mention. I ought not, however, even to

have faid that I will not mention it. For you are

ingenious enough to conjecture this third article

from my withing to conceal what I wilh. And, in-

the Antiochians, which is in thefecond volume of his works,

p. 151, and alfo from his oration to the Antiochhns at It/:-

pcratorh /AY?, which, before unpublifhed, our learned Fabri-

cius has inferred in his Bibliotheca Cirxca, vol. VII. p. 207.

WuLFIUS.
See alfo the Mifopogon, p. 296, &c.

* A native of Nicomedia, and a man cf learning, a$

appears from feverai letters addrefleu to him Ny Libanius.

VOL. I. Y deed,
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deed, I apprehend that the contrary will be your

choice *.

Now then pafs the rivers ; rufh on the archers f
more impetuoufly than a torrent

;
and after-

wards think on what you faid you would think.

But fail not to folace me, in your abfence, as

much as you can. I, for my part, will fend

epiftles to extort your anfwers from the mid ft of

the battle, as I am convinced that you have a

genius that can at once command an army, fight

an enemy, and correfpond"with a friend. I am fo

infirm, that I am obliged to hear what I ought to

fee. Happy is Seleucus {
in this glorious fight,

and in preferring the honour of ferving fuch a

prince to that which he derives from a good wife,

and a mod beloved daughter 1

I (hould understand this of marriage, to which Julian
was averfe. WOLFIUS.

f Meaning the Perfians, Julian being then engaged in

that expedition. Ibid,

J Seleucus has been mentioned in Epiftle VI. p. 315.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE X. *

'
1

^ HAT Alexander f was appointed to the go-
A - D

--
vernment, it firft, I confefs, gave me fome

concern, as the principal perfons among us were

diflatisfied. I thought it difhonourable, inju-

rious, and unbecoming a prince; and that re-

peated mulfts would rather weaken than improve

the city. But now the good effects of this feverity

are fo manifeft, that I recant J. For they, who for-

merly bathed and flept at noon, now, imitating the

* This, in the edition of Wolfius, is the ocxxird.

f This is the Alexander of whom Ammianus fays, (xxm.
a.)

" When Julian was going to leave Antioch, he made
" one Alexander of Heliopnlis governor of Syria, a tur-
*' hulent and fevere man, laying, that *

undeferving as he
4
was, fuch a ruler Anted the avaricious and contu-

' melious Antiechians." Confult Valois on that paflage,

who refers to this Epiftle, then unpublished. WOLFIUS.
See the Mifopogon, p. 502. note

-f
.

I A&> waxivtf&av. This proverb is taken from a tranf-

adtion of Stefichorus, the Lyric poet, mentioned by Plato

in his Fhaedrus. For having llandered Helen, in a poem, he

was deprived of his eye-fight ; but Achilles, by her delire,

as Paufanias relates, in his Laconica, having acquainted
him with the caufe of his blindnefs, he immediately fung a re-

cantation, by praifing Helen, whom before he had cenfured ;

and thus he recovered his fight. Socrates fays, in joke, that
" he w idles to imitate him, and would rather fing a recan-
" tation in favour of love, which he had blamed, than
i(

lofe his eyes." ERASMUS.

Y 2 inaunen
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manners of the -Lacedaemonians *, labour inde-

fatigably not only in the day-time, but no fmall

part of the night, nailed, as it were, to the gate of

Alexander. And when he clamours from within,

every thing is inftantly in motion. Thus the

fword will never be wanted, fince his threats alone

are fufficient to render the impudent modeit, and

the flothful induftrious. Calliope is alfo honoured*

agreeably to your wifhes -j-, not only by horfe-

races, but theatrical exhibitions ; and facrifices are

offered to that Goddefs in the theatre, without our

making the lead alteration. Loud applaufe is

given, and amidft this applaufe the Gods are in-

voked. With this applaufe the governor feems

fo delighted, that he urges many more to add to

it. Of fuch importance, O prince, to mankind is

divination J, as it teaches every one the belt man-

ner cf governing a family, a city, a nation, and

a kingdom.

Hence a role the proverb, A*XHK$ &i7r, (" to fup Lace-

diemoniully,") on which fee Er.ifmu?, p. 268. WOLFIUS.

f This muft probably be ironical, as Julian was far from

being a favourer, or frequenter, of the circus, or the

theatre. See the Mifopogon, pp. 232, 261, and 268.

$ Libanius here flatters Julian, as if he had learned by
dnination that Alexander was fuch a one as ought to govern
Svria and the Aptiochiang, WOLFIUS.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XI. *.

N all accounts I was pleafed to fee Ablavius f,

but principally becaufe he brought me a

letter from you. For fooner than blame you I

fliould deteft niyfelf ; fuch has been your attention

to the promotion of my interefl:, amidft this te-

dious war, which you could not have been, if any

one had fpoken to my difadvantage. In feem-

ing to laugh, and in pardoning thofe who, in order

to flatter one, calumniate another, you a&ed like

vourfelf. Flattery is their trade, and as neceflary

to their fubfiflencc as rowing is to that of failors.

That fage, with whofe morals Ablavius acquainted

me, though he would not difclofe his name, gave

me no concern on any account, this only excepted,

that in mentioning me he was guilty of a folecifm ;

and I, though guilty of no offence, was fent by him

among the Barbarians J. Inform him of this, and

caution him to avoid fuch miftakes for the future
-,

he may then, if he pleafes, fpeak evil of me, for

then, at leaft, he will not fpeak ill . But this

*
This, in the edition of Wolfius, is the M.xxxvth.

f Libanius has two Epiftles to Ablavius, by which it

appears that he was an orator.

j Libanius ridicules the man, by whofe fpcaking bar-

baroufly of him, he himfelf was, as it were, made a Bar-

barian. WOLFIUS.
This piny on the words A5>-y xaxwr, and

t^ xaxi;,-, I have

endeavoured to retain in Englifh, by the equivocal meaning
of " evil" and "

ill," as applied to flander and to language.

man
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man is unalterable *. If, however, by his ca-

lumnies he fliould flill offend you, and you wifti

to punifli him, you eafily may, by confining him

to his houfe, in an afternoon, and obliging him

to fup at home ; and when he again grows

in.fok-nr, through repletion, and drinks your own

wine againft you -J-, you need only repeat that

jnmrfhment ; yon cannot inflift a greater. This

will effe&ually curb his licentious tongue ; but,

whatever be his name, let me know it, that, when
1 write his elogium, it may not be anonymous.

EPISTLE XII. {

A. D. ALAS! alas ! how infatiable is your defire of
*

farther attainments ! You pollcfs the palm

of eloquence, fnatched from others, at once

A matchlefs prince and a molt potent fagc .

Other

*
Sra&oj, in Greek, ufnally fignifies

*'
firm, imrhoveable."

I underftand, therefore, this paflage of a man who cannot

be chrrnged, hut always remains the fame. WOLFIUS.

f nm TOV crov oivov xoi* era. It fliould fecm by this paflage,

that it was cuftoinary to drink health, or confuiion, in

thole limes as it is in ours.

I In the edition of Wolfius this is the Mcxxvth.

Afpa T' y9o.-, UfAfK ft c-o^tr){.

In allufion to Homer. Iliad III. 178.

Au^cTlE^ov Qoiffk\iV: T' tyi;9i5f, x.gctlig'j;
T' ai^til1>K.

Great in the war, and great in arts of {Way. POPE, 236.
That Libanius here did not flatter Julian, in praifing

him for his eloquence, his orations and epiftles ftill extant

atteft. To which may be added what Spanheim fays in

hi> preface to the works of Julian, c. ^.
"
Among the

"
(Emperors his predeceflbrs, or thoie who followed him
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Other princes have acted, and we applauded ;
but

you excell in both thefe capacities. For how can

we fpeak fo highly in commendation of your

actions as you do of that fhort Tetter * ? Hence I

conjecture what you will do, when you have iuh-

dued Phoenicia -f-,
as already you adimniibr

juftice to your fubjefts, wage war with the Bar-

barians, and in the compofition of orations far exceed

the common rank. Though I am not folicitous as

to the future, I (hall be as much pleafed with this

(laughter as with a victory. For when the van-

quimed and the victor are friends, the vanquiihed

has a (hare in the triumph j as friends, it is faid,

have all things common
J.

in the fame exalted (lation, I cannot fee any, who as to the

extent, or copioufnefs, of their learning, or the bright-
nefs of their genius, or the power of their eloquence,
can in thofe arts, and in the talent of writing, conteit

with him the fuperiority." Libanius beftows a fimilar

e ogium on Julian in his own Life, p. 41. ityling him " the

moft temperate, the moil oratorical, and the molt war-

like." WOI.PIU.
*

Julian alfo highly commended other orations of I.i-

banius. See on this fubjefi the remarkable Epiftle of

Julian, before unpubliflxed, mentioned in p. 317. now the

[LXVIIIth.] I'jict.

f I (houlci uaderfland this of the orators of Phoenicia.

IhiJ.

Kcva y^, ipo-, TO. rtn Qt\m. This proverb is quoted

by Euripides in his Orefles, in the fame words. See the

Chiliades of Erafmus [p. 13.] and Gregory Nazianz. Ep.
LXIV. Ibid,

** No proverb," fays Erafmus,
"

is more fulutary, or
" more celebrated, than this."

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XIII. *

EMELLUS
-j~

is my relation and
itiy friend,

and by his manners is no difgrace to his

family. If he had been pofiefled of money and

a large eftate, he would long ago have been em-

ployed on fome public function. But as his for-

tune is fmall, he has, by my advice, taken a

method which may exempt him from tears and

chains, the ufual attendants of thofe whom pub-

lic employments have reduced to poverty.

Happy he is in difcharging this office under your

infpeftion; as you never fail to reprobate injuflice,

and to honour what is juft and equitable. Many
there are who look 'upon jujtice and equity as

meannefs, and accordingly defpile them. But far

different is your conduft ; for you were well born,

and well inftrufted, and therefore glory more in

being virtuous than iu the numerous nations which

you govern. Of this Gemellus has proofs ; and,

that he may have more, let him be obliged for

thofe to you, but for thefe to me. For if he

fliould receive any greater favours in confequence

of my letter, he will certainly be indebted for

them to my advice,

* In the edition of Wolfios-thts is the Mcccxcivth.

f To this Gemellus Libanius has feveral epiftles.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XIV. *

TT 7" E have made a mutual agreement, that I

fhould write to you in behalf of my
friends, and that if their requefts are reafonable,

you will affift them. Of your affiftance let this

Hyperechius -j-
firft reap the advantage. He

has long been harrafied and opprefied by thofe

whofe chief fludy is unjuft gain. He was one of

my fcholars in my former profperity. Such I

deem the time of my refidence at Nicomedia J ;

not on account of the wealth, but of the excel-

lent friends, that it procured me, many of whom
are no more. This man, whpfe hopes now reft on

you, then came from Ancyra . In eloquence,

none excelled him ; in manners, none equalled him. 1

love him therefore with a parental affection. I can-

not fee him injured without affifting him myfelf,

and urging others to affift him alfo. And if in this

you think that I aft no bad part, (hew by your

deeds that you approve my conduct.

* In the edition of Wolfius this is the Mccccxcth.

f An orator, the fon of Maximus, a native of Galatia.

Libanius has addrefied feveral epiftles to him.

J Our author affirms, in his Life, p. 21, that he fpent
five years with pleafure at Nicomedia, and calls that ti.T.e

' the fpring of his life." V/OLFIUS.

The fame city which Libanius, in his xxvith oration,

p. 599, ftyles
" the principal and lar^cit city in Galatia."

Ibid.

VOL. I. Z EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XV.

A. D. rin HE oration f, which contains fome account of

*
your glorious aftions, you honour not only

with praife, but admiration. And as you are

ranked among the learned, you maintain, I am

told, that Demofthenes could not have written

more forcibly, Socrates more agreeably, or Plato

more copioufly, on the occafion. You affirm alfo,

that greater glory will redound to you from my
writings, than from the fortunate event of your

actions. My opinion is far different. For though,

with my mod ftudious and elaborate endeavours,

I drove to exalt your name ; yet, as my (Irength

was unequal to fuch a weight, what I performed

I performed with great pleafure. But fo brilliant

are your praifes, that the rudelt genius may feem

* This is the md of the nd book of the Epiftles of

Libanius, collefted in Greece by Francilco Zambicari of

Bologna, and publifhed, in his Latin tranflation only by John
Somerfeld, at Cracow, 1504. It is alfo inferted by Fa-

brichis, in his Bibliotheca Graeca, vol. VII.. p. 390.

f His rifoo-ipwniltxof, or panegyrical addrefs to Julian, when
he was at Antioch, juft before he fet out on his Perfian

expedition. It is the Vth in the lid Vol. of the works
of this Sophift, publifhed by Morell. How agreeable it

was to the Emperor Libanius mentions in an Epiille to

Celfus [the ocxLvnith], as well as in the above.

FABRICIUS.

fttffi-
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fufficiently decorated by the dignity of -the fub-

jet. Your actions therefore were .the nobleft

ornaments of my oration. And though I attempted

to illuftrate thofe aftions which in their own nature

were moft fplendid, I rather illuftrated myfelf.

So that you have no caufe to return me thanks,

or to think that they arc due to me. But that I

may acquire fuch a fplendor by recording your

exploits, whatever fuccefs may attend you in fu-

ture fail not to communicate to me by a letter.

EPISTLE XVI. *

T C AN fcarce believe that, than which nothing

can be more certain. Departing from you,

in obedience to your order, and on an urgent

occafion, I am both willingly and unwillingly

abfent from you. For I think I could be fooner

negligent of my life than of your commands.

Any labours, however great, feem trifles ; however

ihull, when defired to undertake them for you, I

have been ufed to think them fweeter than ambrofia.

To this it is owing, that, were you to command me,

I would depart not only from you, but from myielf.

But as I confider you as my deity, without you

nothing feems pleafmg. Ycu conflautly occur to

my mind : whatever I hear repeats the voice of

* This alfo is publiflied only in Latin by Zambicari.

It is the XLVth of his lid book.

6 Julian 3
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Julian ; 'whatever I fee reflects the image of my
venerable deity. And when a fweet flumber re-

frefhes my languid limbs, you feem fo prefent to

me, that, by the kindnefs of the immortal Gods,

feparated and loofed from the body, my mind

teems to fly to yon, to embrace, accoft, in Ihort, to

worfhip you; fo that if I were to be deprived of

life, I would wifh that to be my laft day. Farther,

that I may no longer be thus tormented, I intreat

you to give me your permiflion to return to you,

and in your prefence to adore your deity, which

abfent I at once admire and venerate. If not,

as by your indulgence it may be effected, I could

cafily confent to be banifhed, not only from the

city I fo much love, but alfo from the world *.

* In the Latin, non modo interdict mlhi
optatijfimti urle,

fcdipfd etiam urbefacile fatiar which I do not underftand.

Perhaps iffd urle fliould be ipfo orle. I hav ventured f

fo tranflate it.

k

^ Thefe are all the Epiflles of Libanius to the Emperor
that are extant. Of the others addrefled to Julian

(of which there are ten more), one is to his uncle the

Count of the Eaft, and the reft to fome other perfon,

or perfons, of the fame name.

INDEX.
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/JB ANTES) a people of Greece 290
"**

jfcbarnians, a tribe of Athens 259 (note)
in a comedy of Arirtophanes Hid.

Adonis, gardens of 202

, Emperor, omitted by Julian in the Caefars

165 (note)

s, quotation from 139 (note) imitated 198

Sy an Arian bifhop, duped by Julian 3 (note)

AfricanuS) fate of 70 (note)

Agripplna (Cologne) retaken by Julian 84

.Alcxus, the poet 2*3, 4 (note)

Alexander the Great XI, 50, 51, 183, 187, 203, &c.

Severus, Emperor 163

governor of Syria 302 (note) 323

Allegorical Fable . xxxi. ic^

Ampbiaraus, his modefty 138

Anacreon, the poet 223, 4. quotation from 291. ac-

count of his fuppofed poems ibid, (note)

Anaxagoras, the philofopher 21. 41. 42. 44.

Andragatbius, recommended to Julian by Libanius 309

Antinomy his deification 159 (note)

Antiocb, inhabitants of, their character and manners.

See the whole Mifopogon
Antlocbus gives his name to Antioch. Hutory of his

marriage 251, 2,1

AntiflbeneS) the philofppher . 20. 34
VOL. I. A a Antoninttij
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Antoninus, Pius, Emperor 160

. Philofophus (fee
Marcus Aurelius)

Antony, Mark 191. 194

Apollo,
his feftival ill celebrated at Daphne 283. Com-

plaints and reproaches of Julian onthat fubjedt ibid*

Araxius and Areta, friends of Julian 14

Arcbilocbus, the p">et, reprobated by Julian 131. 224

Areus, a friend of Auguftus 25, 26. 193

Anjlidcs, the Juft 6 1, 62

Ai'lftopbanest the poet, imitation of 167
. of Corinth, defended by Libanius 317

Ariftotle, his thoughts on fovereignty 16. his definition

of law 17. his work on the nature of God 24

Athenians, Epiftle to the xvn. 59. What Julian thought
of them 2^3

Athtnodorus. A bold action of that philofopher 193 (note)

Auguftus (fee Oftavianus)

Atttcl'ian, Emperor (mifprinted Aurelius) i&8

Autolycus, equivocal elogium on, by Corner 254 (note)
. . i a roguifh pedlar in Shakfpeare ibid.

B.

bifiiop of Antioch, his corpfe removed 247 (note)

, EmpercSr, omitted in the Casfars 165 (note)

Bajilina, the mother of Julian 264

Keer, verfes againft^ by Julian 2^7 (note)

Berenice, queen. Her vvifdom at leaft equivocal 150 (note)

injured the reputation of Titus illd.

Eleterle, Abbe de la, account of his Life of Julian,
and Hiftory of Jovian v. tranflation of the for-

tner vi. his account of the works of Julian ix.

Byzantium. The crefcent was from all antiquity its

arms 200 (note)

C.

C*far Julius, difputes before the Gods againft Ale-
xander 183

C<rfars. Elogium on that work xxin 146 (note)

Caligula, Emperor 153
Calliftbena, the philofopher 34
Caracalla

% Empsror '163
Cariti*
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Cams, Emperor, and his fons 170
Cato of Utica 9, elogium on 273

what happened to him at Antioch ibid.

Cljama<viam reduced by Julian 87

Charity enforced 122. 14*

Ciiarmides, a beautiful Athenian 38

Cbriftianity is revenged by the ridiculous opinions of

thofe who attack it xvin. The obligations which

unbelievers have to it 22 (note) does not favour

the corruptions of mankind, whatever the Pagans

may fay 218 (note)

Chyjippus, a Stoic philofopher 8. 133
Claudius I. Emperor 153

II. 167, 220

Cnodo?nar, king, taken prifoner by Julian 85
Coins of Julian 2 77> 8 (note)

Commodus, Emperor 161. 2:0

Conjlans, Emperor 105 (note)

Cmftarttineibs Great, harangues before the Gods 105. 199.
201. 213. 215- the Younger 105 (note)

Gw/?rt//5-Chlorus, the grandfather of Julian 172

Conjlantius, Emperor. Julian writes to him 54.
his cruelties 63, 64. his death 104 (note)

Cotylift, a kind of juggler 276(11016)

Crifpus, Caefar, fon of Conftantine the Great 216

put to death by his father Hid. (note
Curia. What it was 294 (note)
Curiaks. Their functions ibid*

Cyril, of Alexandria, St. His books againft Julian
account of, xxi.

D.

, brother of Conftantine 63 (note) 106 (note)

nephew of Conftantine Hid.

Damopbilus', a compiler, ridiculed by Julian 274

Daphne, the burning of its temple 248 (note) the

fuburb of defcribed '28*

Demetrius, a freed-man of Pompey 274

Democritus, the philofopher
2 1

DiJymaan oracle quoted J27 *3

Diocletian, Emperor 171

Dion Siculus 9
A a a Do:inutt
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Domtnus. What emperors refuied to take that title

239 (note)

Domitian, Emperor 156

Duties of a prieft
1 18, &c.

,
an informer 71

E.

Elagalalus, Emperor 163

Elpidius, his praifes 306

Emefa, the inhabitants of, burn the Chriftian churches 272
the Antiochians afcribe to them the libels which

they made againfl Julian ibid, (note)

Efittetus, a Gallic bifliop, fent to Julian by Conftantius 101

Epicurus, his advice controverted 8

his tenets exploded 134.

Epiftlcs of Julian, account of xxxi

XVI of Libanius to Julian 303, &c.

Erajtflratus. How he knew the malady of Antiochus 251
Euemerus* the librarian of Julian 78

Euripides, quotations ftom 139 (note) 166. 205. 240 (note)

Eufebia, Emprefs. Her kindnefs to Julian 69.71.75
Eufebiust chamberlain to Cooftantius 68. 71. 263 (note)

Evtroplusy the great grandfather of Julian 253 (note)

F.

Faufta> the wife of Conftantine, deftroys Crifpus by her

calumnies, and perifhes herfelf 216 (note)
Floreittius, prefect of Gaul 87

His inveteracy againft Julian 92
Florian, Emperor, juftly omitted in the Czfars ^69 (note)
fragment, a long account of 17. ug (note)
Friends, fix, of Julian, their conduct and characleriftic 267

their names /^. ( note)

G.

Galba, Emperor i^j
Galileans, a term of reproach 133 (note)
Gatticifm* military gg (note)

Galliexus, Emperor 166

Callus,
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Gallut, Caifar, writes to his brother Julian i. Account
of him ibid, (note). What his Chriitianity
was 4. (note). His cataftrophe 65. 68. Occa-

fions a fedition at Antioch 300 (note)

Emperor, omitted in the Caefars 165 (note)

(omitted alfo by miftake iu this page)

Gaudentius, an informer 70. 92
Gauls , elogium on by Julian 275

Adventure of a Cappadocian at the court of one

of their kings 276

Gemcllus, a relation and friend of Libanius 3.28

Gcta, Emperor 163
Gods. The liceatioufnefs with which the comic poets

treated them 293
Gordlans (the three) Emperors, omitted in the Cafars

165 (note)

Gregory Nazianzen, his poems commended 225 (note)

H.

Hadrian, Emperor 158. Compared with Julian Hid. (note)
Hannibaliamis

, nephew of Conftantine 63 (note) 106 (note)

Helena, wife of Julian 97. 106 (note) 108 (note)

Heraclius, a Cynic. Julian addrefles a. dilcourfe to him xiii

Hejiod, quotation from 40

Hipponax, the poet, reprobated by Julian 132

Homer, often quoted by Julian at random 3 (note) 35 (note)

242 (note), paflages from him 3. 10. 15. 20. 32. 35.

(note) 39. 44. 46. 48. 49. 50. 53. 78. (note) no.
in. 121. (note) 139. (note) 148, 149. 210. 237.

241. (note) 242, 243. ,251. 253, 254. 262. 305. (note)

3 2 5-

Humourift of Menander 236

//a///^-matches in the theatres 141

Hymcttits, mountain 33

Hyperecbiui, a Galatian, recommended to Julian by
Libanius 329

I. and J.

a player on the flute. A faying which Julian
aicribes to hina 22%

A a 4 JULIAN,
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, Emperor. La Bleterie's opinion and character

of all his works, ix. Annals of his life, xxxv.

his pedigree, XL. confined in Cappadocia, 65. de-

clared Csefar, 77. fent into Gaul, 79. his firft cam-

paign, 80. recovers Agrippina, 84. takes king
Cnodomar prifoner, 85. his fecond and third

campaigns, 86. declared Auguftus, 55. 98. his

propofals toConftantius, 56. acknowledges God's

providence, in. is initiated at Ephefus, 113.

(note) his temperance, 140. (note) writes veffes,

225. (note) his flrange picture of himfelf, 228.

his rigid life, 231. hates the circus and the

theatre, 232. his danger at Paris, 236. cannot

endure to be called Lord, 239. quotes Homer

improperly, 242. (note) was he fo chafte as is

faid ? 244. (note) accufed of having fubverted the

world, 277. expoftulates with the fenate of An-

tioch, 283. makes his apology on account of the

famine in that city, 296. his commentaries, 88.

(note) 306. his excellence both in arms and ora-

tory 307, 309, 310. 327

Julian, Count, uncle to the Emperor 232. 290

"Julius Conftantius, the father of Julian 63 (note)

Jupiter Philius 249- Caffiua 282

Knights of Ariftophanes 153

L.

Lcnvs, Roman, againft defamatory libels 224
Libanius, the fopbift ; his picture of Julian's manner

of life, 232 (note), his Epiilles to Julian 303. his

character ibid. (note), his panegyric on Julian

praifed by that prince 330
Lice, a remarkable paflage concerning ^29
Lieinim, Emperor 174

vanquifhed by Conftantine 199
Logtis of Plato. What it was xi

quotation from 182

ius Vcrus, Emperor 160
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t.ufichtust
a general in Gaul 89. 93. fent to Britain

89 (note) 94
Lutetia, of Paris. Its fituation and climate

234.

Mr. Gibbon's encomium on it 234. (note) cen-

fured by Mr. Knox ib. Julian is in danger of

loiing his life there, 236
Luxuryi,

deified by Julian 216

Lycurgusj the lawgiver of Sparta 6

M.
A&ceJenius, recommended to Julian by Libanius 313
Macrinus, Emperor 163

Magnentius the tyrant 175. Rcfemblance of that prince
and Julian *W.-(note)

Maittmat the festival, hiftory of 284 (note)

Marccttus, a general in Gaul, 81. 91. his perfidy i

Marcus Aurelius, Emperor 160. 198. blamed for his

conduct towards his wife and fon 161. 210 (note)
]\Iardoni.us

,
an eunuch, the governor of Julian 73. 261

Marriages between coufin-germans exploded 108

Maxentius, the tyrant 174. (note) 199
JWa.r/;;V/-Herculius, Emperor 172 (note)

Galerius, Emperor ibid.

Maximin I. Emperor 165
II. furnamed DaVa 174 (note)

jMifopogon, account of xxix. 223 (note). The meaning
of that word ibid, when Julian compofed that

. fatire 241 (note) 263 (note)
Months ,

Macedonian and Roman 248 (note) 281 (note)

Mufonius, a Roman knight and Stoic philofopher, ill-

treated by Nero 25 (note)

Mjcoa, iiland of, 257 (note)

N.

Nebrittivs, przfecl of Gaul, his refolution 94 (note)

Nepenthes, drug 3 2

Nero, Emperor 1-4
Nerva t Emperor 1^7
Nicolaus, of Damafcus, a philofopher 2:

J$:comedia, city of, dellroyed by an earthquake 304

grief of Julian 305
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Ofiavianxs (or Auguftus) Emperor 150. harangues
before the Gods 192

Oration, A confolatory xx. 30
Orations of Jiilian, account of 10

Organ, verfeson, by Julian 2 it; (note)
Orilajius, the phyfician of Julian 78

Orpbic life 258 (note)

Otho, Emperor 15^

P.

Palace of the baths at Paris 97 (note)
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The Tranflator's diftance from the prefs, he is forry to

find, has occafloned the following ERRATA.
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