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The Sixth Ecumenical Council met on November 7, 680, for its first session, and ended its

meetings, which are said to have been eighteen in number, on September 16th of the next year.
The number of bishops present was under three hundred and the minutes of the last session have
only 174 signatures attached to them.
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When the Emperor first summoned the council he had no intention that it should be ecumenical.
From the Sacras it appears that he had summoned all the Metropolitans and bishops of the jurisdiction
of Constantinople, and had also informed the Archbishop of Antioch that he might send
Metropolitans and bishops. A long time before he had written to Pope Agatho on the subject.

When the synod assembled however, it assumed at its first session the title “Ecumenical,” and
all the five patriarchs were represented, Alexandria and Jerusalem having sent deputies although
they were at the time in the hands of the infidel.

In this Council the Emperor presided in person surrounded by high court officials. On his right
sat the Patriarchs of Constantinople and Antioch and next to them the representative of the Patriarch
of Alexandria. On the Emperor’s left were seated the representatives of the Pope. In the midst
were placed, as usual, the Holy Gospels. After the eleventh session however the Emperor was no
longer able to be present, but returned and presided at the closing meeting.

The sessions of the council were held in the domed hall (or possibly chapel) in the imperial
palace; which, the Acts tell us, was called Trullo (év tw cekpétw oD Oeiov madatiov, Tw oUTW
Aeyouév TpouvAAw).

It may be interesting to remark that the Sacras sent to the bishops of Rome and Constantinople
are addressed, the one to “The Most holy and Blessed Archbishop of Old Rome and Ecumenical
Pope,” and the other to “The Most holy and Blessed Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical
Patriarch.” Some of the titles given themselves by the signers of the “Prosphoneticus” are
interesting —“George, an humble presbyter of the holy Roman Church, and holding the place of
the most blessed Agatho, ecumenical Pope of the City of Rome...,” “John, an humble deacon of
the holy Roman Church and holding the place of the most blessed Agatho, and ecumenical Pope
of the City of Rome...,” “George, by the mercy of God bishop of Constantinople which is New
Rome,” “Peter a presbyter and holding the place of the Apostolic See of the great city Alexandria...,”
“George, an humble presbyter of the Holy Resurrection of Christ our God, and holding the place
of Theodore the presbyter, beloved of God, who holds the place of the Apostolic See of
Jerusalem...,” “John, by the mercy of God bishop of the City of Thessalonica, and legate of the
Apostolic See of Rome,” “John, the unworthy bishop of Portus, legate of the whole Council of the
holy Apostolic See of Rome,” “Stephen, by the mercy of God, bishop of Corinth, and legate of the
Apostolic See of Old Rome.”

AN Extracts from the Acts.

327 .
Session 1.

(Labbe and Cossart, Concilia, Tom. V1., col. 609 et seqq.)
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[After a history of the assembly of the Council, the Acts begin with the Speech of the Papal
Legates, as followk

Most benign lord, in accordance with the Sacra to our most holy Pope™ from your God-instructed
majesty, we have been sent by him to the most holy footsteps of your God-confirmed serenity,
bearing with us his suggestion (I"#$%&'( , suggestiongas well as the other suggestion of his Synod
equally addressed to your divinely preserved Piety by the venerable bishops subject to it, which
also we offered to your God-crowned Fortitude. Since, then, during the past forty-six years, more
or less, certain novelties in expression, contrary to the Orthodox faith, have been introduced by
those who were at several times bishops of this, your royal and God-preserved city, to wit: Sergius,
Paul, Pyrrhus, and Peter, as also by Cyrus, at one time archbishop of the city of Alexandria, as well
also as by Theodore, who was bishop of a city called Pharan, and by certain others their followers,
and since these things have in no small degree brought confusion into the Church throughout the
whole world, for they taught dogmatically that there was but one will in the dispensation of the
Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, one of the Holy Trinity, and one operation; and since many
times your servant, our apostolic see, has fought against this, and then prayed against it, and by no
means been able, even up to now, to draw away from such a depraved opinion its advocates, we
beseech your God-crowned fortitude, that such as share these views of the most holy church of
Constantinople may tell us, what is the source of this new-fangled language.

[Answer of the Monothelites made at the EmperorOs biflding

We have brought out no new method of speech, but have taught whatever we have received
from the holy Ecumenical Synods, and from the holy approved Fathers, as well as from the
archbishops of this imperial city, to wit: Sergius, Paul, Pyrrhus, and Peter, as also from Honorius
who was Pope of Old Rome, and from Cyrus who was Pope of Alexandria, that is to say with
reference to will and operation, and so we have believed, and so we believe, so we preach; and
further we are ready to stand by, and defend this faith.

N The Letter of Agatho, Pope of Old Rome, to the Emperor, and the Letter of Agatho
328 and of 125 Bishops of the Roman Synod, Addressed to the Sixth Council.

(Read at the Fourth Session, November 15, at the request of George, Patriarch of Constantinople
and his Suffragans

Introductory Note.

325 The word “our” omitted in the Latin.
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(Bossuet, Defensio Cler. Gal. Lib. VII., cap. xxiv.)

All the fathers spoke one by one, and only after examination were the letters of St. Agatho and
the whole Western Council approved. Agatho, indeed, and the Western Bishops put forth their
decrees thus [*We have directed persons from our humility to your valour protected of God, which
shall offer to you the report of us all, that is, of all the Bishops in the Northern or Western Regions,
in which too we have summed up the confession of our Apostolic Faith, yet***] not as those who
wished to contend about these things as being uncertain, but, being certain and unchangeable to
see them forth in a brief definition, [suppliantly beseeching you that, by the favour of your sacred
majesty, you would command these same things to be preached to all, and to have force with all.’]
Undoubtedly, therefore, so far as in them lay, they defined the matter. The question was, whether
the other Churches throughout the world would agree, and a matter so great was only made clear
after Episcopal examination. But the high, magnificent, yet true expressions, which St. Agatho
had used of his See, namely, that resting on the promise of the Lord it had never turned aside from
the path of truth, and that its Pontiffs, the predecessors of Agatho, who were charged in the person
of Peter to strengthen their brethren, had ever discharged that office, this the Fathers of the Council
hear and receive. But not the less they examine the matter, they inquire into the decrees of Roman
Pontiffs, and, after inquiry held, approve Agatho’s decrees, condemn those of Honorius: a certain
proof that they did not understand Agatho’s expressions as if it were necessary to receive without
discussion every decree of Roman Pontiffs even de fide, inasmuch as they are subjected to the
supreme and final examination of a General Council: but as if these expressions taken as a whole,
in their total, hold good in the full and complete succession of Peter, as we have often said, and in
its proper place shall say at greater length.

The Letter of Pope Agatho.
(Found in Migne, Pat. Lat., Tom. LXXXVII., col. 1161; L. and C., Tom. VI., col. 630.)

Agatho a bishop and servant of the servants of God to the most devout and serene victors and
conquerors, our most beloved sons and lovers of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Emperor
Constantine the Great, and to Heraclius and Tiberius, Augustuses.

While contemplating the various anxieties of human life, and while groaning with vehement
weeping before the one true God, in prayer that he might impart to my wavering soul the comfort
of his divine mercy, and might lift me by his right hand out of the depths of grief and anxiety, I
most gratefully recognize, my most illustrious lords and sons, that your purpose [i.e. of holding a

326 The words in brackets are not quoted by Bossuet.
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Council] affordedme deepandwonderfulconsolation.For it wasmostpiousandemanatedrom
your most meek tranquillity, taught by the divine benignity for the benefit of the Christian
AN commonwealttdivinely entrustedo your keeping thatyourimperial powerandclemencymight
329 havea careto enquirediligently concerninghethingsof God(throughwhomKingsdoreign,who
is himselfKing of Kings andLord of Lords)andmight seekafterthetruth of his spotlesdaith as
it hasbeenhandeddown by the Apostlesandby the Apostolic Fathersandbe zealouslyaffected
to commandhatin all the churcheghe puretraditionbe held. And thatno onemaybeignorant
of this piousintentionof yours,or suspecthatwe havebeencompelledby force, andhavenot
freely consentedo the carryinginto effectof theimperialdecreegouchingthe preachingof our
evangelicafaith which wasaddressedb our predecessddonus,a pontiff of Apostolicmemory,
they havethroughour ministry beensentto andentirely approvedoy all nationsandpeoplesfor
thesedecreedhe Holy Spirit by his gracedictatedto the tongueof the imperial pen,out of the
treasureof a pure heart,asthe wordsof an advisernot of an oppressorgdefendinghimself, not
lookingwith contempuponothersnotafflicting, butexhorting;andinviting to thosethingswhich
areof Godin godly wise,becausde, the MakerandRedeemenf all men,who hadhe comein
themajestyof his Godheadnto theworld, mighthaveterrified mortals preferredo descendhrough
hisinestimableclemencyandhumility to the estateof uswhomhehadcreatedandthusto redeem
us,who alsoexpectdrom usawilling confessiorof thetruefaith.

And this it is that the blessedPeter,the prince of the Apostles,teaches:OFeedhe flock of
Christ which is amongyou, not by constraint,but willingly, exhortingit accordingto God.O
Therefore,encouragedy theseimperial decrees© mostmeeklords of all things,andrelieved
from thedepth=of affliction andraisedo thehopeof consolation| havebegunyefreshedgomewhat
by abetterconfidenceto complywith promptnessvith thethingswhichweresometimeagobidden
by theSacreof yourgentlestortitude,andamendeavouringn obedienceéherewithto find persons,
suchasour deficienttimesandthequality of this obedienfprovincepermit,andtakingadvicewith
my fellow-servantbishops,aswell concerningthe approachingsynodof this Apostolic See,as
concerningour own clergy, the lovers of the ChristianEmpire, and, afterwardsconcerningthe
religiousservantof God, thatl might exhortthemto follow in hastethe footstepsof your most
piousTranquillity. And,wereit notthatthegreatcompas®f theprovincesjn whichour humilityOs
councilis situatechadcausedogreatalossof time, our servitudeawhile agocouldhavefulfilled
with studiousobediencewhat evennow hasscarcelybeendone. For while from the various
provincesacouncilhasbeengatheringaboutus,andwhile we havebeerableto selectsomepersons
of thosefrom this very Romancity immediatelysubjectto your mostserengpower,or from those
nearby, othersagainwe havebeenobligedto wait for from far distantprovinces,in which the
word of Christianfaith waspreachedy thosesentby the predecessorsf my littleness;andthus
guitea spaceof time haselapsed:andl passovermy bodily painsin consequencef whichlife to
aperpetuallysufferingpersons neitherpossiblenor pleasant. ThereforemostChristianlordsand
sons,in accordancavith the mostpiousjussioof your God-protectedlemencywe havehada
careto send,with the devotionof a prayerfulheart(from the obediencave oweyou, not because
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we relied on the [superabundant] knowledge of those whom we send to you), our fellow-servants
here present, Abundantius, John, and John, our most reverend brother bishops, Theodore and George
our most beloved sons and presbyters, with our most beloved son John, a deacon, and with
Constantine, a subdeacon of this holy spiritual mother, the Apostolic See, as well as Theodore, the
presbyter legate of the holy Church of Ravenna and the religious servants of God the monks. For,
among men placed amid the Gentiles, and earning their daily bread by bodily labour with
considerable distraction, how could a knowledge of the Scriptures, in its fulness, be found unless
what has been canonically defined by our holy and apostolic predecessors, and by the venerable
five councils, we preserve in simplicity of heart, and without any distorting keep the faith come to
us from the Fathers, always desirous and endeavouring to possess that one and chiefest good, viz.:
that nothing be diminished from the things canonically defined, and that nothing be changed nor
TN added thereto, but that those same things, both in words and sense, be guarded untouched? To

330 these same commissioners we also have given the witness of some of the holy Fathers, whom this

Apostolic Church of Christ receives, together with their books, so that, having obtained from the
power of your most benign Christianity the privilege of suggesting, they might out of these endeavour
to give satisfaction, (when your imperial Meekness shall have so commanded) as to what this
Apostolic Church of Christ, their spiritual mother and the mother of your God-sprung empire,
believes and preaches, not in words of worldly eloquence, which are not at the command of ordinary
men, but in the integrity of the apostolic faith, in which having been taught from the cradle, we
pray that we may serve and obey the Lord of heaven, the Propagator of your Christian empire, even
unto the end. Consequently, we have granted them faculty or authority with your most tranquil
mightiness, to afford satisfaction with simplicity whenever your clemency shall command, it being
enjoined on them as a limitation that they presume not to add to, take away, or to change anything;
but that they set forth this tradition of the Apostolic See in all sincerity as it has been taught by the
apostolic pontiffs, who were our predecessors. For these delegates we most humbly implore with
bent knees of the mind your clemency ever full of condescension, that agreeably to the most benign
and most august promise of the imperial Sacra, your Christlike Tranquillity may deem them worthy
of acceptance and may deign to give a favourable hearing to their most humble suggestions. Thus
may your meekest Piety find the ears of Almighty God open to your prayers, and may you order
that they return to their own unharmed in their rectitude of our Apostolic faith, as well as in the
integrity of their bodies. And thus may the supernal Majesty restore to the benign rule of your
government through the most heroic and unconquerable labours of your God-strengthened clemency,
the whole Christian commonwealth, and may he subdue hostile nations to your mighty sceptre,
that there may be satisfaction from this time forth to every soul and to all nations, because what
you deigned to promise solemnly by your most august letters about the immunity and safety of
those who came to the Council, you have fulfilled in all respects. It is not their wisdom that gave
us confidence to make bold to send them to your pious presence; but our littleness obediently
complied with what your imperial benignity, with a gracious order, exhorted to. And briefly we
shall intimate to your divinely instructed Piety, what the strength of our Apostolic faith contains,

475


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf214/Page_330.html

NPNF (V2-14) Philip Schaff

which we have received through Apostolic tradition and through the tradition of the Apostolical
pontiffs, and that of the five holy general synods, through which the foundations of Christ’s Catholic
Church have been strengthened and established; this then is the status [and the regular tradition*”’]
of our Evangelical and Apostolic faith, to wit, that as we confess the holy and inseparable Trinity,
that is, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, to be of one deity, of one nature and substance or
essence, so we will profess also that it has one natural will, power, operation, domination, majesty,
potency, and glory. And whatever is said of the same Holy Trinity essentially in singular number
we understand to refer to the one nature of the three consubstantial Persons, having been so taught
by canonical logic. But when we make a confession concerning one of the same three Persons of
that Holy Trinity, of the Son of God, or God the Word, and of the mystery of his adorable
dispensation according to the flesh, we assert that all things are double in the one and the same our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ according to the Evangelical tradition, that is to say, we confess his
two natures, to wit the divine and the human, of which and in which he, even after the wonderful
and inseparable union, subsists. And we confess that each of his natures has its own natural propriety,
and that the divine, has all things that are divine, without any sin. And we recognize that each one
(of the two natures) of the one and the same incarnated, that is, humanated (humanat) Word of
God is in him unconfusedly, inseparably and unchangeably, intelligence alone discerning a unity,
to avoid the error of confusion. For we equally detest the blasphemy of division and of commixture.
For when we confess two natures and two natural wills, and two natural operations in our one Lord
AN Jesus Christ, we do not assert that they are contrary or opposed one to the other (as those who err
331 from the path of truth and accuse the apostolic tradition of doing. Far be this impiety from the
hearts of the faithful!), nor as though separated (per seseparated) in two persons or subsistences,
but we say that as the same our Lord Jesus Christ has two natures so also he has two natural wills
and operations, to wit, the divine and the human: the divine will and operation he has in common
with the coessential Father from all eternity: the human, he has received from us, taken with our
nature in time. This is the apostolic and evangelic tradition, which the spiritual mother of your
most felicitous empire, the Apostolic Church of Christ, holds.

This is the pure expression of piety. This is the true and immaculate profession of the Christian
religion, not invented by human cunning, but which was taught by the Holy Ghost through the
princes of the Apostles. This is the firm and irreprehensible doctrine of the holy Apostles, the
integrity of the sincere piety of which, so long as it is preached freely, defends the empire of your
Tranquillity in the Christian commonwealth, and exults [will defend it, will render it stable; and
exulting], and (as we firmly trust) will demonstrate it full of happiness. Believe your most humble
[servant], my most Christian lords and sons, that I am pouring forth these prayers with my tears,
or its stability and exultation [in Greekexaltation]. And these things I (although unworthy and
insignificant) dare advise through my sincere love, because your God-granted victory is our salvation,
the happiness of your Tranquillity is our joy, the harmlessness of your kindness is the security of

327 Only in the Latin.
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332

ourlittleness. And thereford beseeclyouwith a contriteheartandriversof tearswith prostrated
mind, deignto stretchforth your most clementright handto the Apostolic doctrinewhich the
co-workerof yourpiouslabourstheblessedpostidPeterhasdeliveredthatit benothiddenunder
a bushel,but thatit be preachedn the whole earthmore shrilly thana bugle: becausedhe true
confessiorthereoffor which Peterwaspronouncedlessedy theLord of all things,wasrevealed
by theFatherof heavenfor hereceivedrom theRedeemeof all himself,by threecommendations,
theduty of feedingthespiritualsheepof the Church;underwhoseprotectingshield,this Apostolic
Churchof hishasneverturnedawayfrom thepathof truthin anydirectionof error,whoseauthority,
asthatof the Princeof all the Apostles,the whole CatholicChurch,andthe EcumenicalSynods
havefaithfully embracedandfollowed in all things;andall the venerabld=athershaveembraced
its Apostolicdoctrine throughwhichtheyasthe mostapproveduminariesof the Churchof Christ
haveshoneandtheholy orthodoxdoctorshaveveneratedndfollowedit, while the hereticshave
pursuedt with falsecriminationsandwith derogatoryhatred. This is theliving tradition of the
Apostlesof Christ,which his Churchholdseverywherewhichis chiefly to belovedandfostered,
andis to be preachedvith confidencewhich conciliateswith Godthroughits truthful confession,
whichalsorendersonecommendabléo ChristtheLord, which keepshe Christianempireof your
Clemencywhichgivesfar-reachingrictoriesto yourmostpiousFortitudefrom theLord of heaven,
which accompaniegyou in battle, and defeatsyour foes; which protectson every side as an
impregnablevall your God-sprungempire, which throwsterrorinto opposingnations,andsmites
themwith thedivine wrath,which alsoin warscelestiallygivestriumphalpalmsoverthedownfall
andsubjectionof the enemy,andeverguardsyour mostfaithful sovereigntysecureandjoyful in
peace.Forthisistherule of thetruefaith, whichthis spiritualmotherof your mosttranquilempire,
the Apostolic Churchof Christ,hasbothin prosperityandin adversityalwaysheld anddefended
with energywhich, it will be proved by thegraceof Almighty God,hasnevererredfrom thepath
of theapostolictradition,nor hasshebeendepravedy yielding to hereticainnovations putfrom
the beginningshehasreceivedthe Christianfaith from herfoundersthe princesof the Apostles
of Christ,andremainsundefiledunto the end, accordingto the divine promiseof the Lord and
Saviourhimself,which heutteredin theholy Gospelgo theprinceof his disciples: saying,OPeter,
Peter,behold,Satanhathdesiredto haveyou, thathe might sift you aswheat;but | haveprayed
for thee that(thy) faith fail not. And whenthouartconvertedstrengtherhy brethren.CLet your
tranquilClemencythereforeconsidersinceit is the Lord andSaviourof all, whosefaith it is, that
promisedthat PeterOith shouldnot fail andexhortedhim to strengtherhis brethrenhow it is
knownto all thatthe Apostolicpontiffs, the predecessorsf my littleness havealwaysconfidently
donethis very thing: of whom alsoour littleness,sincel havereceivedthis ministry by divine
designationwishesto be the follower, althoughunequalto themandthe leastof all. Forwoeis
me,if | neglectto preachthe truth of my Lord, which they havesincerelypreached.Woeis me,
if I coveroverwith silencethetruthwhich | ambiddento give to theexchangerg,e., to teachto
the Christianpeopleandimbueit therewith. Whatshalll sayin the future examinatiorby Christ
himself, if | blush(which God forbid!) to preachherethe truth of his words? What satisfaction
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shall I be able to give for myself, what for the souls committed to me, when he demands a strict
account of the office I have received? Who, then, my most clement and most pious lords and sons,
(I speak trembling and prostrate in spirit) would not be stirred by that admirable promise, which is
made to the faithful: “Whoever shall confess me before men, him also will I confess before my
Father, who is in heaven”? And which one even of the infidels shall not be terrified by that most
severe threat, in which he protests that he will be full of wrath, and declares that “Whoever shall
deny me before men, him also will I deny before my Father, who is in heaven”? Whence also
blessed Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, gives warning and says: “But though we, or an angel from
the heaven should preach to you any other Gospel from what we have evangelized to you, let him
be anathema.” Since, therefore, such an extremity of punishment overhangs the corruptors, or
suppressors of truth by silence, would not any one flee from an attempt at curtailing the truth of
the Lord’s faith? Wherefore the predecessors of Apostolic memory of my littleness, learned in the
doctrine of the Lord, ever since the prelates of the Church of Constantinople have been trying to
introduce into the immaculate Church of Christ an heretical innovation, have never ceased to exhort
and warn them with many prayers, that they should, at least by silence, desist from the heretical
error of the depraved dogma, lest from this they make the beginning of a split in the unity of the
Church, by asserting one will, and one operation of the two natures in the one Jesus Christ our
Lord: athing which the Arians and the Apollinarists, the Eutychians, the Timotheans, the Acephali,
the Theodosians and the Gaianite taught, and every heretical madness, whether of those who
confound, or of those who divide the mystery of the Incarnation of Christ. Those that confound
the mystery of the holy Incarnation, inasmuch as they say that there is one nature of the deity and
humanity of Christ, contend that he has one will, as of one, and (one) personal operation. But they
who divide, on the other hand, the inseparable union, unite the two natures which they acknowledge
that the Saviour possesses, not however in an union which is recognized to be hypostatic; but
blasphemously join them by concord, through the affection of the will, like two subsistences, i.e.,
two somebodies. Moreover, the Apostolic Church of Christ, the spiritual mother of your
God-founded empire, confesses one Jesus Christ our Lord existing of and in two natures, and she
maintains that his two natures, to wit, the divine and the human, exist in him unconfused even after
their inseparable union, and she acknowledges that each of these natures of Christ is perfect in the
proprieties of its nature, and she confesses that all things belonging to the proprieties of the natures
are double, because the same our Lord Jesus Christ himself is both perfect God and perfect man,
of two and in two natures: and after his wonderful Incarnation, his deity cannot be thought of
without his humanity, nor his humanity without his deity. Consequently, therefore, according to
the rule of the holy Catholic and Apostolic Church of Christ, she also confesses and preaches that
there are in him two natural wills and two natural operations. For if anybody should mean a personal
will, when in the holy Trinity there are said to be three Persons, it would be necessary that there
should be asserted three personal wills, and three personal operations (which is absurd and truly
AN profane). Since, as the truth of the Christian faith holds, the will is natural, where the one nature
333 of the holy and inseparable Trinity is spoken of, it must be consistently understood that there is one
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natural will, and one natural operation. But when in truth we confess that in the one person of our
Lord Jesus Christ the mediator between God and men, there are two natures (that is to say the divine
and the human), even after his admirable union, just as we canonically confess the two natures of
one and the same person, so too we confess his two natural wills and two natural operations. But
that the understanding of this truthful confession may become clear to your Piety’s mind from the
God-inspired doctrine of the Old and the New Testament, (for your Clemency is incomparably
more able to penetrate the meaning of the sacred Scriptures, than our littleness to set it forth in
flowing words), our Lord Jesus Christ himself, who is true and perfect God, and true and perfect
man, in his holy Gospels shews forth in some instances human things, in others, divine, and still
in others both together, making a manifestation concerning himself in order that he might instruct
his faithful to believe and preach that he is both true God and true man. Thus as man he prays to
the Father to take away the cup of suffering, because in him our human nature was complete, sin
only excepted, “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless not as I will, but
as thou wilt.” And in another passage: “Not my will, but thine be done.” If we wish to know the
meaning of which testimony as explained by the holy and approved Fathers, and truly to understand
what “my will,” what “thine” signify, the blessed Ambrose in his second book to the Emperor
Gratian, of blessed memory, teaches us the meaning of this passage in these words, saying: “He
then, receives my will, he takes my sorrow, I confidently call it sorrow as I am speaking of the
cross, mine is the will, which he calls his, because he bears my sorrow as man, he spoke as a man,
and therefore he says: ‘Not as I will but as thou wilt.”” Mine is the sadness which he has received
according to my affection.’® See, most pious of princes, how clearly here this holy Father sets
forth that the words our Lord used in his prayer, “Not my will,” pertain to his humanity; through
which also he is said, according to the teaching of Blessed Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles, to have
“become obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross.” Wherefore also it is taught us that he
was obedient to his parents, which must piously be understood to refer to his voluntary obedience,
not according to his divinity (by which he governs all things), but according to his humanity, by
which he spontaneously submitted himself to his parents. St. Luke the Evangelist likewise bears
witness to the same thing, telling how the same our Lord Jesus Christ prayed according to his
humanity to his Father, and said, “Father, if it be possible let the cup pass from me; nevertheless
not my will but thine be done,” —which passage Athanasius, the Confessor of Christ, and Archbishop
of the Church of Alexandria, in his book against Apollinaris the heretic, concerning the Trinity and
the Incarnation, also understanding the wills to be two, thus explains: And when he says, “Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me, nevertheless not my will but thine be done,” and again,
“The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak;” he shews that there are two wills, the one human which
is the will of the flesh, but the other divine. For his human will, out of the weakness of the flesh
was fleeing away from the passion, but his divine will was ready for it. What truer explanation
could be found? For how is it possible not to acknowledge in him two wills, to wit, a human and

328 Meo affectu: "#$%&'()*+,-.*( .
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a divine, whenin him, evenatfter the inseparablaunion, thereare two naturesaccordingto the
definitionsof the synods?For Johnalso,who leaneduponthe LordO®reasthis beloveddisciple,
shewsforth the sameself-restrainin thesewords: Olcamedownfrom heavemotto do mineown
will butthewill of the Fatherthatsentme.OAnd again: OThids thewill of him thatsentme, that
of all thathegaveme| shouldlosenothing,but shouldraiseit up againatthelastday.OAgain he
introducesthe Lord asdisputingwith the Jews,andsayingamongotherthings: Olseeknot mine
own will, but the will of him that sentme.O On the meaningof which divine words blessed
N Augustineamostillustriousdoctor thuswritesin hisbookagainsMaximinustheArian. Hesays,
s34 OWherthe Sonsaysto the FatherONowhat | will, but whatthouwilt,Owhatdothit profit thee,
thatthou broughtesthy wordsinto subjectionandsayestjt shewstruly thathis will wassubject
to his Father,asthoughwe would denythatthewill of manshouldbe subjectto thewill of God?
ForthatthelLord saidthisin hishumannature anyonewill quickly seewho studiesattentivelythis
placeof the Gospel. For thereinhe says,OMysoulis exceedingsorrowful evenunto death.GCan
this possiblybe saidof the natureof the OneWord? But, O man,who thinkestto makethe nature
of the Holy Ghostto groan,why do you saythat the natureof the Only-begotterWord of God
cannotbe sad? But to preventanyonearguingin this way, he doesnot sayOlam sad;@andeven
if he hadsosaid,it could properlyonly havebeenunderstoodf his humannature)but he says
OMysoulis sad,@hich soulhe hasasman;howeverin this alsowhich he said, ONotvhat| willO
he shewedhathe willed somethingdifferentfrom whatthe Fatherdid, which he could not have
doneexceptin his humannature,sincehe did not introduceour infirmity into his divine nature,
but would transfigurehumanaffection. For hadhe not beenmademan,the Only Word couldin
noway havesaidto the Father ONotvhat! will.O Forit couldneverbepossiblefor thatimmutable
natureto will anythingdifferentfrom whattheFathemilled. If youwouldbutmakethisdistinction,
O ye Arians,ye would notbe heretics.O
In this disputatiorthis venerablécathershewsthatwhenthe Lord saysOhisswnChemeanghe
will of his humanity,andwhenhe saysnotto do Ohisown will, Ohe teachesis not chiefly to seek
ourownwills butthatthroughobedienceave shouldsubmitour wills to the Divine Will. Fromall
which it is evidentthat he hada humanwill by which he obeyedhis Father,andthat he hadin
himself this samehumanwill immaculatefrom all sin, astrue God and man. Which thing St.
Ambrosealsothustreatsof in his explanatiorof St. Luke the Evangelist.

[After this follows a catena of Patristic quotations which I have not thought worth while to

produce in full. After St. Ambrose he cites St. Leo, then St. Gregory Nazianzen, then St. Augustine.
(L. & C.,col.647.)]

Fromwhichtestimoniest is clearthateachof thosenaturesvhichthespiritualDoctorhashere
enumeratedhasits own naturalproperty,andthatto eachoneawill oughtto beassigned.Foran
angelicnaturecannothavea divine or a humanwill, neithercana humannaturehaveadivine or
anangelicwill. For no naturecanhaveanythingor any motionwhich pertainsto anothemature
but only thatwhich is naturallygivenby creation. And asthis is the truth of the matterit is most
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certainly clear that we must needs confess that in our Lord Jesus Christ there are two natures and
substances, to wit, the Divine and human, united in his one subsistence or person, and that we
further confess that there are in him two natural wills, viz.: the divine and the human, for his divinity
so far as its nature is concerned could not be said to possess a human will, nor should his humanity
be believed to have naturally a divine will: And again, neither of these two substances of Christ
must be confessed as being without a natural will; but his human will was lifted up by the
omnipotency of his divinity, and his divine will was revealed to men through his humanity. Therefore
itis necessary to refer to him as God such things as are divine, and as man such things as are human;
and each must be truly recognized through the hypostatic union of the one and the same our Lord
Jesus Christ, which the most true decree of the Council of Chalcedon sets forth—[Here follows
citation.] This same thing also the holy synod which was gathered together in Constantinople in
the time of the Emperor Justinian of august memory, teaches in the vii™, chapter of its definitions.
[Here follows the citation.] Moreover it is necessary that we should faithfully keep what those
Venerable Synods taught, so that we never take away the difference of natures as a result of the
union, but confess one Christ, true and perfect God and also true and perfect man, the propriety of
each nature being kept intact. Wherefore, if in no respect the difference of the natures of our Lord
AN Jesus Christ has been taken aways, it is necessary that we preserve this same difference in all its
335 proprieties. For whoso teaches that the difference is in no respect to be taken away, declares that
it must be preserved in all things. But when the heretics and the followers of heretics say that there
is but one will and one operation, how is this difference recognized? Or where is the difference
which has been defined by this holy Synod preserved? While if it is asserted that there is but one
will in him (which is absurd), those who make this assertion must needs say that that will is either
human or divine, or else composite from both, mixed and confused, or (according to the teaching
of all heretics) that Christ has one will and one operation, proceeding from his one composite nature
(as they hold). And thus, without any doubt, the difference of nature is destroyed, which the holy
synods declared to be preserved in all respects even after the admirable union. Because, though
they taught that Christ was one, his person and substance one, yet on account of the union of the
natures which was made hypostatically, they likewise decreed that we should clearly acknowledge
and teach the difference of those natures which were united in him, after the admirable union.
Therefore if the proprieties of the natures in the same our one Lord Jesus Christ were preserved on
account of the difference [of the natures], it is congruous that we should with full faith confess also
the difference of his natural wills and operations, in order that we may be shown to have followed
in all respects their doctrine, and may admit into the Church of Christ no heretical novelty.
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And although there exist numerous works of the other holy Fathers, nevertheless we subjoin
to this our humble exposition a few testimonies out of the books which are in Greek, for the sake
of fastidiousnes¥?

[Here follows a catena of passages from the Greek fathers, viz.. St. GregoryTheologus St.
GregoryNyssen St. Johnbishopof Constantinople$t. Cyril, bishopof Alexandria. (L. & C.,col.
654.)]

Fromthesetruthful testimoniest is alsodemonstratethatthesevenerabldatherspredicated
in theoneandthe samelord JesuChristtwo naturalwills, viz.: adivine andahuman for when
St. GregoryNazianzersays,OThewilling of thatmanwho is understoodo be the Saviour,(he
showsthatthehumanwill of the Saviourwasdeifiedthroughits unionwith theWord, andtherefore
it is not contraryto God. Solikewise he provesthathe hada human,althoughdeified will, and
this samehehad(asheteachesn whatfollows) aswell ashis divine will, whichwasoneandthe
samewith thatof theFather. If thereforehehadadivine andadeifiedwill, hehadalsotwo wills.
Forwhatis divine by naturehasno needof beingdeified;andwhatis deifiedis nottruly divine by
nature. And whenSt. GregoryNyssenagreatbishop saysthatthetrue confessiorof themystery
is, thatthereshouldbe understoodnehumanwill andanothera divine will in Christ,whatdoes
hebid usunderstanavhenhesaysoneandanothemwill, exceptthattherearemanifestlytwo wills?

[He next proceeds to comment upon the passage cited from St. Johnthen upon that from St.
Cyril of Alexandria. After this follow quotations from St. Hilary, St. Athanasius, St. Denys the
Areopagite, St. Ambrose, St. Leo, St. Gregory Nyssen, St. Cyril of Alexamditie; are next
commented on in their order. He then proceeds:. (L. & C.,col.662.)]

Therearenotlackingmosttelling passagem otherof thevenerabldatherswho speakclearly
of the two natural operationsin Christ, not to mention St. Cyril of JerusalemSt. John of
Constantinoplegr thosewhoafterwardsonductedhelaboriousconflictsin defenceof thevenerable
councilof Chalcedorandof theTomeof St.Leoagainsthehereticifrom whoseerrortheassertion
of this new dogmahasarisen: thatis to say, John,bishopof Scythopolis,Eulogius,bishop of
Alexandria,Euphr¥miusndAnastasiusheelder,mostworthy rulersof the churchof Theopolis,
andaboveall thatemulatorof thetrueandapostolicfaith, the EmperorJustinianof piousmemory,
whoseuprightnessf faith exaltedthe ChristianStateas muchashis sincereconfessiopleased
God. And his piousmemoryis esteemedvorthy of veneratiorby all nations,whoseuprightness

N\ of faith wasdisseminateavith praisethroughouthe wholeworld by his mostaugustedicts: one
336 of these,to wit, thataddressedo Zoilus, the patriarchof Alexandria,againstthe heresyof the
Acephalito satisfy them of the rectitudeof the apostolicfaith, we offer to your most tranquil
Christianity, sendingit togetherwith this paperof our lowlinessthroughthe samecarriers. But

329 Propterfastidium,whatthis maymeanl havenoidea;the Greekis still moreextraordinary:paduuiag (vel. fapvbupioc)

Xapuv.
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lest this declaration should be thought burdensome on account of its length, we have inserted in
this declaration of our humility only a few of the testimonies of the Holy Fathers, especially [when
writing to those] on whom the care and arrangement of the whole world as on a firm foundation
are recognized to rest; since this is altogether incomparable and great, that the care of the whole
Christian State being laid aside for a little out of love and zeal for true religion, your august and
most religious clemency should desire to understand more clearly the doctrine of apostolical
preaching. For from the different approved fathers the truth of the Orthodox faith has become clear
although the treatment is short. For the approved fathers thought it to be superfluous to discourse
at length upon what was evident and clear to all; for who, even if he be dull of wit, does not perceive
what is evident to all? For it is impossible and contrary to the order of nature that there should be
a nature without a natural operation: and even the heretics did not dare to say this, although they
were, all of them, hunting for human craftiness and cunning questions against the orthodoxy of the
faith, and arguments agreeable to their depravities.

How then can that now be asserted which never was said by the holy orthodox fathers, nor even
was presumptuously invented by the profane heretics, viz.: that of the two natures of Christ, the
divine and the human, the proprieties of each of which are recognized as being preserved in Christ,
that anyone in sound mind should declare there was but one operation? Since if there is one, let
them say whether it be temporal or eternal, divine or human, uncreated or created: the same as that
of the Father or different from that of the Father. If therefore it is one, that one and the same must
be common to the divinity and to the humanity (which is absurd), therefore while the Son of God,
who is both God and man, wrought human things on earth, likewise also the Father worked with
him according to his nature (naturaliter, !"#$%4&"); for what things the Father doeth these the Son
also doeth likewise. But if (as is the truth) the human acts which Christ did are to be referred to
his person alone as the Son, which is not the same as that of the Father; in one nature Christ worked
one set of works, and in the other another, so that according to his divinity the Son does the same
things that the Father does; and likewise according to his humanity, what things are proper to the
manhood, those same, he as man, did because he is truly both God and man. For which reason we
rightly believe that that same person, since he is one, has two natural operations, to wit, the divine
and the human, one uncreated, and the other created, as true and perfect God and as true and perfect
man, the one and the same, the mediator between God and men, the Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore
from the quality of the operations there is recognized a difference void of offence (()*+#%,)," )
of the natures which are joined in Christ through the hypostatic union. We now proceed to cite
some passages from the execrable writings of the heretics hated of God,”*® whose words and sayings
we equally abominate, for the demonstration of those things which our inventors of new dogma
have followed teaching that in Christ there is but one will and one operation.

330 The meaning of this passage is clear enough but the text is slightly corrupt.
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[Then follow quotations frompollinaris, Severus, Theodosius of Alexandria. (L. & C., col.
667.)]

Behold, most pious lords and sons, by the testimonies of the holy Fathers, as by spiritual rays,
the doctrine of the Catholic and Apostolic Church has been illustrated and the darkness of heretical
blindness, which is offering error to men for imitation, has been revealed. Now it is necessary that
the new doctrine should follow somebody, and by whose authority it is supported, we shall note.

[Here follow quotations fromCyrus of Alexandria, Theodore of Pharon, Sergius of
Constantinople, Pyrrhus, Paulus his succesor, Peter his successor(L. & C., col. 670.)]

Let then your God-founded clemency with the internal eye of discrimination, which for the

= guidance of the Christian people you have been deemed worthy to receive by the Grace of God,
take heed which one of such doctors you think the Christian people should follow, the doctrine of
which one of these they should embrace so as to be saved; for they condemn all, and each one of
them the other, according as the various and unstable definitions in their writings assert sometimes
that there is one will and one operation, sometimes that there is neither one nor two operations,
sometimes one will and operation, and again two wills and two operations, likewise one will and
one operation, and again neither one, nor two, and somebody else one and two.

Who does not hate, and rage against, and avoid such blind errors, if he have any desire to be
saved and seek to offer to the Lord at his coming a right faith? Therefore the Holy Church of God,
the mother of your most Christian power, should be delivered and liberated with all your might
(through the help of God) from the errors of such teachers, and the evangelical and apostolic
uprightness of the orthodox faith, which has been established upon the firm rock of this Church of
blessed Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, which by his grace and guardianship remains free from
all error, [that faith I say] the whole number of rulers and priests, of the clergy and of the people,
unanimously should confess and preach with us as the true declaration of the Apostolic tradition,
in order to please God and to save their own souls.

And these things we have taken pains to insert in the tractate of our humility, for we have been
afflicted and have groaned without ceasing that such grievous errors should be entertained by
bishops of the Church, who are zealous to establish their own peculiar views rather than the truth
of the faith, and think that our sincere fraternal admonition has its spring in a contempt for them.
And indeed the apostolic predecessors of my humility admonished, begged, upbraided, besought,
reproved, and exercised every kind of exhortation that the recent wound might receive a remedy,
moved thereto not by a mind filled with hatred (God is my witness) nor through the elation of
boasting, nor through the opposition of contention, nor through an inane desire to find some fault
with their teachings, nor through anything akin to the love of arrogance, but out of zeal for the
uprightness of the truth, and for the rule of the confession of the pure Gospel, and for the salvation
of souls, and for the stability of the Christian state, and for the safety of those who rule the Roman
Empire. Nor did they cease from their admonitions after the long duration of this domesticated
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error, but alwaysexhortedandborerecord,andthatwith fraternalcharity, not throughmaliceor
pertinaciousatred(far beit from the Christianheartto rejoiceat another(fll, whenthe Lord of

all teachesQldesirenotthedeathof asinner butthathebeconvertedandlive;Gandwho rejoiceth
overonesinnerthatrepentethmorethanoverninety-and-ningust persons:who camedownfrom

heaverto earthto deliverthelostsheepinclining the powerof his majesty) butdesiringthemwith

outstretchedpiritualarms,andexhortingto embraceghemreturningto the unity of the orthodox
faith, andawaitingtheir conversiorto thefull rectitudeof the orthodoxfaith: thatthey might not
makethemselvesaliensfrom our communion thatis from the communionof blessedPeterthe
Apostle, whoseministry, we (thoughunworthy)exerciseandpreachhefaith hehashandedlown,
but thatthey shouldtogetherwith us pray Christthe Lord, the spotlesssacrifice,for the stability
of your moststrongandsereneEmpire.

We believe,mostpiouslords [singularin the Latin] of all things,thattherehasbeenleft no
possibleambiguitywhich canpreventthe recognizingof thosewho havefollowed the inventors
of newdogma. Forthe sweetnessf spiritualunderstandingvith whichthe sayingsof the Fathers
arefull hasbecomeevidentto the eyesof all; andthe stenchof the hereticsto be avoidedby all
the faithful, hasbeenmadenotorious. Nor hasit remainedunknownthat the inventorsof new
dogmahavebeenshewnto bethefollowersof hereticsandnotthewalkersin thefootstepsof the
holy Fathers:thereforewhoeverwishesto colouranyerrorof his whateverjs condemnedy the
light of truth, asthe Apostleof the Gentilessays OFoeverythingthatdothmakemanifests light,O

N\ forthetrutheverremainsonstanandthesameputfalsehoods evervarying,andin its wanderings

338 adoptingthingsmutuallycontradictory.Onthisaccountheinventorsof thenewdogmahavebeen
shewnto havetaughtthingsmutually contradictory becaus¢heywerenotwilling to befollowers
of theEvangelicabndApostolicfaith. Whereforesincethetruthhasshondorth by theobservations
of your God-inspiredpiety, andfalsity which hasbeenexposedasattainedhe contemptwhich it
deservedit remainghatthe crownedtruth mayshineforth victoriouslythroughthe piousfavours
of your God-crownedalemencyandthattheerrorof noveltywith its inventorsandwith thosewho
follow their doctrine,may receivethe punishmentuetheir presumptionandbe castforth from
themidstof theorthodoxprelatedor the hereticalpravity of theirinnovation,whichinto the holy,
CatholicandApostolicChurchof Christtheyhaveendeavouretb introduce andto stainwith the
contagionof hereticalpravity theindivisible andunspottedody of the Church[of Christ]. Forit
is not just that the injurious shouldinjure the innocent,nor that the offencesof someshouldbe
visitedupontheinoffensive for evenif in thisworld to thecondemnednercyis extendedyetthey
who arethussparedreapfor that sparingno benefitin the judgmentof God, and by thosethus
sparingthemthereis incurredno little dangerfor their unlawful compassion.

But we believethat Almighty God hasreservedfor the happydaysof your gentlenesghe
amendingof thesethings,thatfilling on earththe placeandzealof our Lord JesusChristhimself,
who hasvouchsafedo crown your rule, ye may judge just judgmentfor his Evangelicaland
Apostolicaltruth: for althoughhebethe RedeemeandSaviourof the humanraceyethesuffered
injury, andboreit evenuntil now, andinspiredthe empireof your fortitude,sothatyou shouldbe
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worthy to follow the cause of his faith (as equity demanded, and as the determination of the Holy
Fathers and of the Five General Synods decreed), and that you should avenge, through his
guardianship, on the spurners of his faith, the injury done your Redeemer and Colleague in reigning,
thus fulfilling magnanimously with imperial clemency that prophetic utterance with which David
the King and Prophet, spake to God, saying, “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” Wherefore
having been extolled for so God-pleasing a zeal, he was deemed fit to hear that blessed word spoken
by the Creator of all men, “I have found David, a man after my heart, who will do all my will.”
And to him also it was promised in the Psalms, “I have found David, my servant, with my holy oil
have I anointed him: My hand shall aid him and my arm shall comfort him,” so that the most pious
majesty of your Christian clemency may work to further the cause of Christ with burning zeal for
the sake of remuneration, and may he make all the acts of your most powerful empire both happy
and prosperous, who hath stored up his promise in the Holy Gospels, saying, “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and all these things shall be added unto you.” For all, to whom has come the
knowledge of the sacred heads,” have been offering innumerable thanksgivings and unceasing
praises to the defender of your most powerful dominion, being filled with admiration for the
greatness of your clemency, in that you have so benignly set forth the kind intention of your august
magnanimity; for in truth, as most pious and most just princes, you have deigned to treat divine
things with the fear of God, having promised every immunity to those persons sent to you from
our littleness.

And we are confident that what your pious clemency has promised, you are powerful to carry
out, in order that what has been vowed and promised to God by the religious philanthropy beyond
your Christian power, may nevertheless be fulfilled by the aid of his omnipotency.

Wherefore let praise by all Christian nations, and eternal memory, and frequent prayer be poured
forth before the Lord Christ, whose is the cause, for your safety, and your triumphs, and your
complete victory, that the nations of the Gentiles, being impressed by the terror of the supernal
majesty, may lay down most humbly their necks beneath the sceptre of your most powerful rule,
that the power of your most pious kingdom may continue until the ceaseless joy of the eternal
kingdom succeeds to this temporal reign. Nor could anything be found more likely to commend

AN the clemency of your unconquerable fortitude to the divine majesty, than that those who err from
339 the rule of truth should be repelled and the integrity of our Evangelical and Apostolic faith should
be everywhere set forth and preached.

Moreover, most pious and God-instructed sons and lords, if the Archbishop of the Church of
Constantinople shall choose to hold and to preach with us this most unblameable rule of Apostolic
doctrine of the Sacred Scriptures, of the venerable synods, of the spiritual Fathers, according to
their evangelical understanding, through which the form of the truth has been set forth by us through
the assistance of the Spirit, there will ensue great peace to them that love the name of God, and
there will remain no scandal of dissension, and that will come to pass which is recorded in the Acts

331 IL.e., the imperial edicts.
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of the Apostles, when through the grace of the Holy Spirit the people had come to the acknowledging
of Christianity, all of us will be of one heart and of one mind. But if (which God forbid!) he shall
prefer to embrace the novelty but lately introduced by others; and shall ensnare himself with
doctrines which are alien to the rule of orthodox truth and of our Apostolic faith, to decline which
as injurious to souls these have put off, despite the exhortation and admonitions of our predecessors
in the Apostolic See, down to this day, he himself should know what kind of an answer he will
have to give for such contempt in the divine examination of Christ before the judge of all, who is
in heaven, to whom when he cometh to judgment also we ourselves are about to give an account
of the ministry of preaching the truth which has been committed to us, or for the toleration of things
contrary to the Christian religion: and may we (as I humbly pray) preserve unconfusedly and freely,
with simplicity and purity, whole and undefiled, the Apostolic and Evangelical rule of the right
faith as we have received it from the beginning. And may your most august serenity, for the affection
and reverence which you bear to the Catholic and Apostolic right faith, receive the perfect reward
of your pious labours from our Lord Jesus Christ himself, the ruler with you of your Christian
empire, whose true confession you desire to preserve undefiled, because nothing in any respect has
been neglected or omitted by your God-crowned clemency, which could minister to the peace of
the churches, provided always that the integrity of the true faith was maintained: since God, the
Judge of all, who disposes the ending of all matters as he deems most expedient, seeks out the intent
of the heart, and will accept a zeal for piety. Therefore I exhort you, O most pious and clement
Emperor, and together with my littleness every Christian man exhorts you on bended knee with all
humility, that to all the God-pleasing goodnesses and admirable imperial benefits which the heavenly
condescension has vouchsafed to grant to the human race through your God-accepted care, this
also you would order, for the redintegration of perfect piety, to offer an acceptable sacrifice to
Christ the Lord your fellow-ruler, granting entire impunity, and free faculty of speech to each one
wishing to speak, and to urge a word in defence of the faith which he believes and holds, so that it
may most manifestly be recognized by all that by no terror, by no force, by no threat or aversion
any one wishing to speak for the truth of the Catholic and Apostolic faith, has been prohibited or
repulsed, and that all unanimously may glorify your imperial (divinam) majesty, throughout the
whole space of their lives for so great and so inestimable a good, and may pour forth unceasing
prayers to Christ the Lord that your most strong empire may be preserved untouched and exalted.
The Subscription. May the grace from above keep your empire, most pious lords, and place beneath
its feet the neck of all the nations.

N The Letter of Agatho and of the Roman Synod of 125 Bishops which was to Serve
340 as an Instruction to the Legates Sent to Attend the Sixth Synod.
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(Found in Labbe and Cossart, Concilia, Tom. VI., col. 677 et seqq., and in Migne, Pat. Lat.
Tom. LXXXVII., col. 1215 et seqq. [This last text, which is Mansi’s, I have followed].)

To the most pious Lords and most serene victors and conquerors, our own sons beloved of God
and of our Lord Jesus Christ, Constantine, the great Emperor, and Heraclius and Tiberius,
Augustuses, Agatho, the bishop and servant of the servants of God, together with all the synods
subject to the council of the Apostolic See.

[The Letter opens with a number of compliments to the Emperor, much in style and matter like
the introduction of the preceding letter. I have not thought it worth while to translate this, but have
begun at the doctrinal part, which is given to the reader in full. (Labbe and Cossart, col. 682.)]

We believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible
and invisible; and in his only-begotten Son, who was begotten of him before all worlds; very God
of Very God, Light of Light, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, that is of
the same substance as the Father; by him were all things made which are in heaven and which are
in earth; and in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father, and
with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; the Trinity in unity and Unity in
trinity; a unity so far as essence is concerned, but a trinity of persons or subsistences; and so we
confess God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost; not three gods, but one God, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost: not a subsistency of three names, but one substance of three
subsistences; and of these persons one is the essence, or substance or nature, that is to say one is
the godhead, one the eternity, one the power, one the kingdom, one the glory, one the adoration,
one the essential will and operation of the same Holy and inseparable Trinity, which hath created
all things, hath made disposition of them, and still contains them.

Moreover we confess that one of the same holy consubstantial Trinity, God the Word, who was
begotten of the Father before the worlds, in the last days of the world for us and for our salvation
came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Ghost, and of our Lady, the holy,
immaculate, ever-virgin and glorious Mary, truly and properly the Mother of God, that is to say
according to the flesh which was born of her; and was truly made man, the same being very God
and very man. God of God his Father, but man of his Virgin Mother, incarnate of her flesh with a
reasonable and intelligent soul: of one substance with God the Father, as touching his godhead,
and consubstantial with us as touching his manhood, and in all points like unto us, but without sin.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, he suffered, was buried and rose again; ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father, and he shall come again to judge both the quick
and the dead, and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

And this same one Lord of ours, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, we acknowledge
to subsist of and in two substances unconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably, the
difference of the natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the proprieties of
each nature being preserved and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence, not scattered or
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divided into two Persons, nor confused into one composite nature; but we confess one and the same
only-begotten Son, God the Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, not one in another, nor one added to
another, but himself the same in two natures—that is to say in the Godhead and in the manhood
AN even after the hypostatic union: for neither was the Word changed into the nature of flesh, nor was
341 the flesh transformed into the nature of the Word, for each remained what it was by nature. We
discern by contemplation alone the distinction between the natures united in him of which
inconfusedly, inseparably and unchangeably he is composed; for one is of both, and through one
both, because there are together both the height of the deity and the humility of the flesh, each
nature preserving after the union its own proper character without any defect; and each form acting
in communion with the other what is proper to itself. The Word working what is proper to the
Word, and the flesh what is proper to the flesh; of which the one shines with miracles, the other
bows down beneath injuries. Wherefore, as we confess that he truly has two natures or substances,
viz.: the Godhead and the manhood, inconfusedly, indivisibly and unchangeably [united], so also
the rule of piety instructs us that he has two natural wills and two natural operations, as perfect God
and perfect man, one and the same our Lord Jesus Christ. And this the apostolic and evangelical
tradition and the authority of the Holy Fathers (whom the Holy Apostolic and Catholic Church and

the venerable Synods receive), has plainly taught us.

[The letter goes on to say that this is the traditional faith, and is that which was set forth in a
council over which Pope Martin presided, and that those opposed to this faith have erred from the
truth, some in one way, and some in another. It next apologizes for the delay in sending the persons
ordered by the imperial Sacra, and proceeds thus: (Labbe and Cossart, col. 686; Migne, col. 1224).]

In the first place, a great number of us are spread over a vast extent of country even to the sea
coast, and the length of their journey necessarily took much time. Moreover we were in hopes of
being able to join to our humility our fellow-servant and brother bishop, Theodore, the archbishop
and philosopher of the island of Great Britain, with others who have been kept there even till to-day;
and to add to these divers bishops of this council who have their sees in different parts, that our
humble suggestion [i.e., the doctrinal definition contained in the letters] might proceed from a
council of wide-spread influence, lest if only a part were cognizant of what was being done, it might
escape the notice of a part; and especially because among the Gentiles, as the Longobards, and the
Sclavi, as also the Franks, the French, the Goths, and the Britains, there are known to be very many
of our fellow-servants who do not cease curiously to enquire on the subject, that they may know
what is being done in the cause of the Apostolic faith: who as they can be of advantage so long as
they hold the true faith with us, and think in unison with us, so are they found troublesome and
contrary, if (which may God forbid!) they stumble at any article of the faith. But we, although
most humble, yet strive with all our might that the commonwealth of your Christian empire may
be shown to be more sublime than all the nations, for in it has been founded the See of Blessed
Peter, the prince of the Apostles, by the authority of which, all Christian nations venerate and
worship with us, through the reverence of the blessed Apostle Peter himself. (This is the Latin,
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342

which appears to me to be corrupt, the Greek reads as foll@¥heauthorityof which for the
truth, all the Christiannationstogethemwith usworshipandrevere accordingo the honourof the
blessePeterthe Apostlehimself.O)

[The letter ends with prayers for constancy, and blessings on the State and Emperor, and hopes
for the universal diffusion and acceptance of the tfuth

Extracts from the Acts.

Session VIII.
(Labbe and Cossaftoncilia, Tom. VI., col. 730.)

[The Emperor said

Let George, the most holy archbishop of this our God-preserved city, and let Macarius, the
venerable archbishop of Antioch, and let the synod subject to them [i.e., their suffragans] say, if
they submit to the force"(#$%& % ($%*+,-.!& ) of the suggestions sent by the most holy Agatho
Pope of Ol&? Rome and by his Synod.

[The answer of George, with which all his bishops, many of them, speaking one by one, agreed
except Theodore of Metileifdho handed in his assent at the end of the Tenth Sg§sion

| have diligently examined the whole force of the suggestions sent to your most pious Fortitude,
as well by Agatho, the most holy Pope of &lRome,asby his synod,andl havescrutinizecdthe
worksof theholy andapprovedratherswhicharelaid upin my venerablegatriarchateandl have
found that all the testimoniesof the holy and acceptedrathers,which are containedin those
suggestionsagreewith, andin no particulardiffer from, theholy andaccepted-athers.Therefore
| give my submissiorto themandthus| professandbelieve.

[The answer of all the rest of the Bishops subject to the See of Constant{Guple’35)]

And we, most pious Lord, accepting the teaching of the suggestion sent to your most gentle
Fortitude by the most holy and blessed Agatho, Pope of Old Rome, and of that other suggestion
which was adopted by the council subject to him, and following the sense therein contained, so we
are minded, so we profess, and so we believe that in our one Lord Jesus Christ, our true God, there
are two natures unconfusedly, unchangeably, undividedly, and two natural wills and two natural

332 0O0IdO omitted in Latin.
333 O0IdO omitted in Latin.
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operations; and all who have taught, and who now say, that there is but one will and one operation
in the two natures of our one Lord Jesus Christ our true God, we anathematize.

[The EmperorOs demand to Macari(@ol. 739)]

Let Macarius, the Venerable Archbishop of Antioch, who has now heard what has been said
by this holy and Ecumenical Synod [demanding the expression of his faith], answer what seemeth
him good.

[The answer of Macariuls

| do not say that there are two wills or two operations in the dispensation of the incarnation of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but one will and one theandric operation.

The Sentence Against the Monothelites.

Session XIIl.
(L. and C.Concilia, Tom. VI., col. 943.)

The holy council said: After we hadreconsideredaccordingto our promisewhich we had
madeto your highness,the doctrinal letters of Sergius,at one time patriarch of this royal
god-protectedity to Cyrus,who wasthenbishopof Phasisandto Honoriussometime Popeof
Old Rome,aswell astheletterof thelatterto the sameSergiuswe find thatthesedocumentsare
quiteforeignto theapostoliadogmasto thedeclaration®f theholy Councils,andto all theaccepted
Fathersandthattheyfollow thefalseteachingsf the hereticsthereforewe entirelyrejectthem,
andexecratehemashurtful to thesoul. But thenamef thosemenwhosedoctrinesve execrate
mustalsobethrustforth from the holy Churchof God, namely,thatof Sergiussometime bishop
of this God-preservedoyal city who wasthe first to write on this impiousdoctrine;alsothat of
Cyrusof Alexandria,of Pyrrhus Paul,andPeterwho diedbishopsof this God-preservedity, and
werelike-mindedwith them;andthat of Theodoresometimebishopof Pharanall of whomthe
mostholy andthrice blessedAgatho,Popeof Old Rome,in his suggestiorto our mostpiousand
God-preservedord and mighty Emperor,rejected,becausahey were minded contraryto our
orthodoxfaith, all of whomwe defineareto be subjectedo anathemaAnd with thesewe define
thatthereshall be expelledfrom the holy Churchof God andanathematize¢ionoriuswho was
sometime Popeof Old Rome,becausef what we found written by him to Sergius,thatin all
respectde followed his view andconfirmedhis impiousdoctrines. We havealsoexaminedhe
synodalletter of Sophroniusof holy memory,sometime Patriarchof the Holy City of Christour
God,Jerusalemandhavefoundit in accordancevith thetruefaith andwith the Apostolicteachings,
andwith thoseof the holy approvedFathers. Thereforewe havereceivedit asorthodoxandas
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salutary to the holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, and have decreed that it is right that his name
be inserted in the diptychs of the Holy Churches.

Session X VI.
(Labbe and Cossart, Concilia, Tom. V1., col. 1010.)
[The Acclamations of the Fathers.]

Many years to the Emperor! Many years to Constantine, our great Emperor! Many years to
the Orthodox King! Many years to our Emperor that maketh peace! Many years to Constantine,
a second Martian! Many years to Constantine, a new Theodosius! Many years to Constantine, a
new Justinian! Many years to the keeper of the orthodox faith! O Lord preserve the foundation
of the Churches! O Lord preserve the keeper of the faith!

Many years to Agatho, Pope of Rome! Many years to George, Patriarch of Constantinople!
Many years to Theophanus, Patriarch of Antioch! Many years to the orthodox council! Many
years to the orthodox Senate!

To Theodore of Pharan, the heretic, anathema! To Sergius, the heretic, anathema! To Cyrus,
the heretic, anathema! To Honorius, the heretic, anathema! To Pyrrhus, the heretic, anathema!

To Paul the heretic, anathema!

To Peter the heretic, anathema!

To Macarius the heretic, anathema!

To Stephen the heretic, anathema!

To Polychronius the heretic, anathema!

To Apergius of Perga the heretic, anathema!

To all heretics, anathema! To all who side with heretics, anathema!
May the faith of the Christians increase, and long years to the orthodox and Ecumenical Council!

AN The Definition of Faith.

344

(Found in the Acts, Session XVIII., L. and C., Concilia, Tom. VI., col. 1019.)

The holy, great, and Ecumenical Synod which has been assembled by the grace of God, and
the religious decree of the most religious and faithful and mighty Sovereign Constantine, in this
God-protected and royal city of Constantinople, New Rome, in the Hall of the imperial Palace,
called Trullus, has decreed as follows.
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Theonly-begotterSon,andWord of Godthe Fatherwhowasmademanin all thingslike unto
uswithout sin, Christour true God, hasdeclaredexpresslyin the wordsof the Gospel,Olamthe
light of theworld; hethatfolloweth meshallnotwalk in darknesshutshallhavethelight of life.O
And again,OMypeacd leavewith you, my peacd give untoyou.OOur mostgentleSovereign,
thechampionof orthodoxy,andopponenof evil doctrine beingreverentiallyled by this divinely
uttereddoctrineof peaceandhavingconvenedhis our holy andEcumenicabssemblyhasunited
thejudgmentof thewhole Church. Whereforethis our holy andEcumenicaBynodhavingdriven
awaytheimpiouserrorwhich hadprevailedfor a certaintime until now, andfollowing closelythe
straightpathof the holy andapproved~athershaspiouslygivenits full assento thefive holy and
EcumenicalSynods(thatis to say,to thatof the 318 holy Fathersvho assembledh Nice against
theragingArius; andthenextin Constantinoplef the 150 God-inspirednenagainstMacedonius
theadversaryf the Spirit, andtheimpiousApollinaris; andalsothefirst in Ephesusf 200venerable
menconvenedgainsiNestoriushe Judaizerandthatin Chalcedorof 630 God-inspired~athers
againsttutychesandDioscorushatedof God;andin additionto theseto thelast,thatis the Fifth
holy Synodassembledh thisplace againsiTheodoreof MopsuestiaQrigen,Didymus,andEvagrius,
andthewritings of Theodoretagainsthe Twelve Chaptersf thecelebratedyril, andthe Epistle
whichwassaidto bewrittenby Ibasto MaristhePersian)renewingn all thingstheancientdecrees
of religion,andchasingawaytheimpiousdoctrinef irreligion. And thisourholy andEcumenical
Synodinspiredof God hassetits sealto the Creedwhich wasput forth by the 318 Fathersand
againreligiously confirmedby the 150, which alsothe otherholy synodscordially receivedand
ratified for thetakingawayof everysoul-destroyindgieresy.

The Nicene Creed of the 318 holy Fathers.

We believe, etc.

The Creedof the 150 holy Fathersassembleat Constantinople We believe etc.

Theholy andEcumenicabynodfurthersaysthispiousandorthodoxCreedof theDivine grace
would besulfficientfor thefull knowledgeandconfirmationof theorthodoxfaith. Butastheauthor
of evil, who,in thebeginning availedhimselfof theaid of theserpentandby it broughtthe poison
of deathuponthe humanrace,hasnot desistedput in like mannernow, havingfound suitable
instrumentgor working out his will (we meanTheodoruswho wasBishopof Pharan Sergius,
Pyrrhus,Pauland Peter,who were Archbishopsof this royal city, and moreover,Honoriuswho
was Popeof the elder Rome, Cyrus Bishop of Alexandria,Macariuswho was lately bishop of
Antioch,andStepherhisdisciple),hasactivelyemployedhemin raisingup for thewhole Church
the stumbling-blockof onewill andoneoperationin thetwo naturesof Christour true God,one
of the Holy Trinity; thusdisseminatingin novelterms,amongsthe orthodoxpeople,an heresy
similar to the madandwicked doctrineof theimpiousApollinaris, Severusand Themistiusand
endeavouringraftily to destroytheperfectionof theincarnatiorof thesameourLord JesuChrist,
our God, by blasphemouslyepresentindnis flesh endowedwith arationalsoulasdevoidof will
or operation.Christ,therefore pur God,hasraisedup our faithful SovereignanewDavid, having
found him a manafter his own heart,who asit is written, Ohasiot sufferedhis eyesto sleepnor
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his eyelids to slumber,” until he has found a perfect declaration of orthodoxy by this our
AN God-collected and holy Synod; for, according to the sentence spoken of God, “Where two or three
345 are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them,” the present holy and Ecumenical
Synod faithfully receiving and saluting with uplifted hands as well the suggestion which by the
most holy and blessed Agatho, Pope of ancient Rome, was sent to our most pious and faithful
Emperor Constantine, which rejected by name those who taught or preached one will and one
operation in the dispensation of the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ who is our very God, has
likewise adopted that other synodal suggestion which was sent by the Council holden under the
same most holy Pope, composed of 125 Bishops, beloved of God, to his God-instructed tranquillity,
as consonant to the holy Council of Chalcedon and to the Tome of the most holy and blessed Leo,
Pope of the same old Rome, which was directed to St. Flavian, which also this Council called the
Pillar of the right faith; and also agrees with the Synodal Epistles which were written by Blessed
Cyril against the impious Nestorius and addressed to the Oriental Bishops. Following the five holy
Ecumenical Councils and the holy and approved Fathers, with one voice defining that our Lord
Jesus Christ must be confessed to be very God and very man, one of the holy and consubstantial
and life-giving Trinity, perfect in Deity and perfect in humanity, very God and very man, of a
reasonable soul and human body subsisting; consubstantial with the Father as touching his Godhead
and consubstantial with us as touching his manhood; in all things like unto us, sin only excepted;
begotten of his Father before all ages according to his Godhead, but in these last days for us men
and for our salvation made man of the Holy Ghost and of the Virgin Mary, strictly and properly
the Mother of God according to the flesh; one and the same Christ our Lord the only-begotten Son
of two natures unconfusedly, unchangeably, inseparably indivisibly to be recognized, the peculiarities
of neither nature being lost by the union but rather the proprieties of each nature being preserved,
concurring in one Person and in one subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons but one
and the same only-begotten Son of God, the Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, according as the Prophets
of old have taught us and as our Lord Jesus Christ himself hath instructed us, and the Creed of the
holy Fathers hath delivered to us; defining all this we likewise declare that in him are two natural
wills and two natural operations indivisibly, inconvertibly, inseparably, inconfusedly, according
to the teaching of the holy Fathers. And these two natural wills are not contrary the one to the other
(God forbid!) as the impious heretics assert, but his human will follows and that not as resisting
and reluctant, but rather as subject to his divine and omnipotent will. For it was right that the flesh
should be moved but subject to the divine will, according to the most wise Athanasius. For as his
flesh is called and is the flesh of God the Word, so also the natural will of his flesh is called and is
the proper will of God the Word, as he himself says: “I came down from heaven, not that I might
do mine own will but the will of the Father which sent me!” where he calls his own will the will
of his flesh, inasmuch as his flesh was also his own. For as his most holy and immaculate animated
flesh was not destroyed because it was deified but continued in its own state and nature (I"# $%
&'( )*+# ), so also his human will, although deified, was not suppressed, but was rather preserved
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according to the saying of Gregory Theologus: “His will [i.e., the Saviour’s] is not contrary to God
but altogether deified.”

We glorify two natural operations indivisibly, immutably, inconfusedly, inseparably in the same
our Lord Jesus Christ our true God, that is to say a divine operation and a human operation, according
to the divine preacher Leo, who most distinctly asserts as follows: “For each form ("#$%) does
in communion with the other what pertains properly to it, the Word, namely, doing that which
pertains to the Word, and the flesh that which pertains to the flesh.”

For we will not admit one natural operation in God and in the creature, as we will not exalt into
the divine essence what is created, nor will we bring down the glory of the divine nature to the
place suited to the creature.

We recognize the miracles and the sufferings as of one and the same [Person], but of one or of
the other nature of which he is and in which he exists, as Cyril admirably says. Preserving therefore
the inconfusedness and indivisibility, we make briefly this whole confession, believing our Lord

AN Jesus Christ to be one of the Trinity and after the incarnation our true God, we say that his two
346 natures shone forth in his one subsistence in which he both performed the miracles and endured
the sufferings through the whole of his economic conversation (&' ()*+ ,-."/ .0+ ™1"2"110+
32,4.#"$0+ ), and that not in appearance only but in very deed, and this by reason of the difference
of nature which must be recognized in the same Person, for although joined together yet each nature
wills and does the things proper to it and that indivisibly and inconfusedly. Wherefore we confess
two wills and two operations, concurring most fitly in him for the salvation of the human race.

These things, therefore, with all diligence and care having been formulated by us, we define
that it be permitted to no one to bring forward, or to write, or to compose, or to think, or to teach
a different faith. Whosoever shall presume to compose a different faith, or to propose, or teach, or
hand to those wishing to be converted to the knowledge of the truth, from the Gentiles or Jews, or
from any heresy, any different Creed; or to introduce a new voice or invention of speech to subvert
these things which now have been determined by us, all these, if they be Bishops or clerics let them
be deposed, the Bishops from the Episcopate, the clerics from the clergy; but if they be monks or
laymen: let them be anathematized.

AN The Prosphoneticus to the Emperor.

347

(Labbe and Cossart, Concilia, Tom. V1., col. 1047 et seqq.)

[This address begins with many compliments to the Emperor, especially for his zeal for the true
faith.]

But because the adversary Satan allows no rest, he has raised up the very ministers of Christ
against him, as if armed and carrying weapons, etc.
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[The various heretics are then named and how they were condemned by the preceding five
councils is set forth

Things being so, it was necessary that your beloved of Christ majesty should gather together
this all holy, and numerous assembly.

Thereafter being inspired by the Holy Ghost, and all agreeing and consenting together, and
giving our approval to the doctrinal letter of our most blessed and exalted pope, Agatho, which he
sent to your mightiness, as also agreeing to the suggestion of the holy synod of one hundred and
twenty-five fathers held under him, we teach that one of the Holy Trinity, our Lord Jesus Christ,
was incarnate, and must be celebrated in two perfect natures without division and without confusion.
For as the Word, he is consubstantial and eternal with God his father; but as taking flesh of the
immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, he is perfect man, consubstantial with us and made
in time. We declare therefore that he is perfect in Godhead and that the same is perfect likewise
in manhood, according to the pristine tradition of the fathers and the divine definition of Chalcedon.

And as we recognize two natures, so also we recognize two natural wills and two natural
operations. For we dare not say that either of the natures which are in Christ in his incarnation is
without a will and operation: lest in taking away the proprieties of those natures, we likewise take
away the natures of which they are the proprieties. For we neither deny the natural will of his
humanity, or its natural operation: lest we also deny what is the chief thing of the dispensation for
our salvation, and lest we attribute passions to the Godhead. For this they were attempting who
have recently introduced the detestable novelty that in him there is but one will and one operation,
renewing the malignancy of Arius, Apollinaris, Eutyches and Severus. For should we say that the
human nature of our Lord is without will and operation, how could we affirm in safety the perfect
humanity? For nothing else constitutes the integrity of human nature except the essential will,
through which the strength of free-will is marked in us; and this is also the case with the substantial
operation. For how shall we call him perfect in humanity if he in no wise suffered and acted as a
man? For like as the union of two natures preserves for us one subsistence without confusion and
without division; so this one subsistence, shewing itself in two natures, demonstrates as its own
what things belong to each.

Therefore we declare that in him there are two natural wills and two natural operations,
proceeding commonly and without division: but we cast out of the Church and rightly subject to
anathema all superfluous novelties as well as their inventors: to wit, Theodore of Pharan, Sergius
and Paul, Pyrrhus, and Peter (who were archbishops of Constantinople), moreover Cyrus, who bore
the priesthood of Alexandria, and with them Honorius, who was the ruler (rp6edpov) of Rome, as
he followed them in these things. Besides these, with the best of cause we anathematize and depose
Macarius, who was bishop of Antioch, and his disciple Stephen (or rather we should say master),
who tried to defend the impiety of their predecessors, and in short stirred up the whole world, and
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by their pestilential letters and by their fraudulent institutions devastated multitudes in every
direction. Likewise also that old man Polychronius, with an infantile intelligence, who promised
he would raise the dead and who when they did not rise, was laughed at; and all who have taught,
or do teach, or shall presume to teach one will and one operation in the incarnate Christ....But the
AN highest prince of the Apostles fought with us: for we had on our side his imitator and the successor
348 in his see, who also had set forth in his letter the mystery of the divine word (BgoAoyiag). For the
ancient city of Rome handed thee a confession of divine character, and a chart from the sunsetting
raised up the day of dogmas, and made the darkness manifest, and Peter spoke through Agatho,
and thou, O autocratic King, according to the divine decree, with the Omnipotent Sharer of thy

throne, didst judge.

But, O benign and justice-loving Lord, do thou in return do this favour to him who hath bestowed
thy power upon thee; and give, as a seal to what has been defined by us, thy imperial ratification
in writing, and so confirm them with the customary pious edicts and constitutions, that no one may
contradict the things which have been done, nor raise any fresh question. For rest assured, O serene
majesty, that we have not falsified anything defined by the Ecumenical Councils and by the approved
fathers, but we have confirmed them. And now we all cry out with one mind and one voice, “O
God, save the King! etc., etc.”

[Then follow numerous compliments to the Emperor and prayers for his preservation.]

AN Letter of the Council to St. Agatho.

349
(Found in Migne, Pat. Lat., Tom. LXXXVII., col. 1247 et seqq.; and Labbe and Cossart, Concilia,

Tom. VL., col. 1071 et seqq.)

A copy of the letter sent by the holy and Ecumenical Sixth Council to Agatho, the most blessed
and most holy pope of Old Rome.

The holy and ecumenical council which by the grace of God and the pious sanction of the most
pious and faithful Constantine, the great Emperor, has been gathered together in this God-preserved
and royal city, Constantinople, the new Rome, in the Secretum of the imperial (Bglov, sacri) palace
called Trullus, to the most holy and most blessed pope of Old Rome, Agatho, health in the Lord.

Serious illnesses call for greater helps, as you know, most blessed [father]; and therefore Christ
our true God, who is the creator and governing power of all things, gave a wise physician, namely
your God-honoured sanctity, to drive away by force the contagion of heretical pestilence by the
remedies of orthodoxy, and to give the strength of health to the members of the church. Therefore
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to thee,asto thebishopof thefirst seeof the UniversalChurch,we leavewhatmustbedone since
you willingly takefor your standinggroundthe firm rock of the faith, aswe know from having
readyour true confessionn theletter sentby your fatherly beatitudeto the mostpiousemperor:
andwe acknowledgé¢hatthisletterwasdivinely written (perscripta$ asby theChiefof theApostles,
andthroughit we havecastout the hereticalsectof manyerrorswhich hadrecentlysprungup,
having beenurgedto making a decreeby Constantinevho divinely reigns,and wields a most
clementsceptre.And by his helpwe haveoverthrownthe errorof impiety, havingasit werelaid
siegeto the nefariousdoctrineof the heretics. And thentearingto piecesthe foundationsof their
execrablderesyandattackinghemwith spiritualandpaternabrms andconfoundingheirtongues
thatthey might not speakconsistentlywith eachother,we overturnedhe tower built up by these
followersof this mostimpiousheresyandwe slewthemwith anathemaaslapsedconcerninghe
faith andassinnersjn themorningoutsidethecampof thetabernaclef God,thatwe mayexpress
ourselvesafterthe mannerof David**in accordanceavith the sentencalreadygivenconcerning
themin your letter, andtheir namesarethese: Theodore bishopof Pharan Sergius,Honorius,
Cyrus,Paul,PyrrhusandPeter. Moreover in additionto thesewe justly subjectedo theanathema
of hereticsthosealsowho live in their impiety which they have received,or, to speakmore
accuratelyin theimpiety of theseGod-hategersonsApollinaris, SeverusandThemestiusto wit,
Macarius,who wasthe bishopof the greatcity of Antioch (andhim we alsostrippeddeservedly
of his pastorO®mbeson accounof hisimpenitenceoncerningheorthodoxfaith andhis obstinate
stubbornnessandStephenhisdisciplein crazinesandhisteachein impiety, alsoPolychronius,
whowasinveteratédn his hereticaldoctrinesthusansweringo hisname;andfinally all thosewho
impenitentlyhavetaughtor do teach,or now hold or haveheld similar doctrines.

Up to nowgrief, sorrow,andmanytearshavebeenour portion. Forwe cannotaughatthefall
of our neighboursnor exult with joy attheir unbridledmadnessnor havewe beenelatedthatwe
might fall all the more grievouslybecausef this thing; not thus, O venerableandsacredhead,
havewe beentaughtwewhohold Christ,theLord of theuniverseto bebothbenignandman-loving
in thehighestdegreefor heexhortsusto beimitatorsof himin his priesthoodsofar asis possible,
asbecomeththe good,andto obtainthe patternof his pastoralandconciliatorygovernment.But
alsoto truerepentancéhemostSerendemperorandourselvedaveexhortedhemin variousways,
andwe haveconductedhe whole matterwith greatreligiousnessandcare. Nor havewe been

N movedto do sofor the sakeof gain, nor by hatred,asyou caneasily seefrom whatthingshave
350 beendonein eachsessionandrelatedn theminuteswhich areherewithsentto yourblessedness:
andyouwill understandrom your holinessOscars, TheodoreandGeorge presbyterdelovedof
God, and from John, the most religious deacon,and from Constantine the most venerable
sub-deacorall of themyour spiritual childrenandour well-loved brethren. Sotoo you will hear

334 Psalm C., verse @Heb. ci, ult.) neither LXX. nor Vulgate version.
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the same things from those sent by your holy synod, the holy bishops who rightly and uprightly,
in accordance with your discipline, decreed with us in the first chapter of the faith.

Thus, illuminated by the Holy Spirit, and instructed by your doctrine, we have cast forth the
vile doctrines of impiety, making smooth the right path of orthodoxy, being in every way encouraged
and helped in so doing by the wisdom and power of our most pious and serene Emperor Constantine.
And then one of our number, the most holy prasul of this reigning Constantinople, in the first place
assenting to the orthodox compositions sent by you to the most pious emperor as in all respects
agreeable to the teaching of the approved Fathers and of the God-instructed Fathers, and of the
holy five universal councils, we all, by the help of Christ our God, easily accomplished what we
were striving after. For as God was the mover, so God also he crowned our council.

Thereupon, therefore, the grace of the Holy Spirit shone upon us, displaying his power, through
your assiduous prayers, for the uprooting of all weeds and every tree which brought not forth good
fruit, and giving command that they should be consumed by fire. And we all agree both in heart
and tongue, and hand, and have put forth, by the assistance of the life-giving Spirit, a definition,
clean from all error, certain, and infallible; not ‘removing the ancient landmarks,’ as it is written
(God forbid!), but remaining steadfast in the testimonies and authority of the holy and approved
fathers, and defining that, as of two and in two natures (to wit, the divinity and the humanity) of
which he is composed and in which he exists, Christ our true God is preached by us, and is glorified
inseparably, unchangeably, unconfusedly, and undividedly; just so also we predicate of him two
natural operations, undividedly, incontrovertibly, unconfusedly, inseparably, as has been declared
in our synodal definition. These decrees the majesty of our God-copying Emperor assented to, and
subscribed them with his own hand. And, as has been said, we rejected and condemned that most
impious and unsubstantial heresy which affirmed but one will and one operation in the incarnate
Christ our true God, and by so doing we have pressed sore upon the crowd who confound and who
divide, and have extinguished the inflamed storm of other heresies, but we have set forth clearly
with you the shining light of the orthodox faith, and we pray your paternal sanctity to confirm our
decree by your honourable rescript; through which we confide in good hope in Christ that his
merciful kindness will grant freely to the Roman State, committed to the care of our most clement
Emperor, stability; and will adorn with daily yokes and victories his most serene clemency; and
that in addition to the good things he has here bestowed upon us, he will set your God-honoured
holiness before his tremendous tribunal as one who has sincerely confessed the true faith, preserving
it unsullied and keeping good ward over the orthodox flocks committed to him by God.

We and all who are with us salute all the brethren in Christ who are with your blessedness.

AN Excursus on the Condemnation of Pope Honorius.

351
To this decree attaches not only the necessary importance and interest which belongs to any

ecumenical decision upon a disputed doctrinal question with regard to the incarnation of the Son
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of God, but an altogether accidental interest, arising from the fact that by this decree a Pope of
Rome is stricken with anathema in the person of Honorius. I need hardly remind the reader how
many interesting and difficult questions in theology such an action on the part of an Ecumenical
Council raises, and how all important, not to say vital, to such as accept the ruling of the recent
Vatican Council, it is that some explanation of this fact should be arrived at which will be
satisfactory. It would be highly improper for me in these pages to discuss the matter theologically.
Volumes on each side have been written on this subject, and to these I must refer the reader, but
in doing so I hope I may be pardoned if I add a word of counsel—to read both sides. If one’s
knowledge is derived only from modern Eastern, Anglican or Protestant writers, such as “Janus
and the Council,” the Pere Gratry’s “Letters,” or Littledale’s controversial books against Rome,
one is apt to be as much one-sided as if he took his information from Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal
Bellarmine, Rohrbacher’s History, or from the recent work on the subject by Pennacchi.”** Perhaps
the average reader will hardly find a more satisfactory treatment than that by Bossuet in the Defensio.
(Liber VII., cap. xxi., etc.)

It will be sufficient for the purposes of this volume to state that Roman Catholic Curialist writers
are not at one as to how the matter is to be treated. Pennacchi, in his work referred to above, is of
opinion that Honorius’s letters were strictly speaking Papal decrees, set forth auctoritate apostolica,
and therefore irreformable, but he declares, contrary to the opinion of almost all theologians and
to the decree of this Council, that they are orthodox, and that the Council erred in condemning
them; as he expresses it, the decree rests upon an error in facto dogmatico. To save an Ecumenical
Synod from error, he thinks the synod ceased to be ecumenical before it took this action, and was
at that time only a synod of a number of Orientals! Cardinal Baronius has another way out of the
difficulty. He says that the name of Honorius was forged and put in the decree by an erasure in
the place of the name of Theodore, the quondam Patriarch, who soon after the Council got himself
restored to the Patriarchal position. Baronius moreover holds that Honorius’s letters have been
corrupted, that the Acts of the Council have been corrupted, and, in short, that everything which
declares or proves that Honorius was a heretic or was condemned by an Ecumenical Council as
such, is untrustworthy and false. The groundlessness, not to say absurdity, of Baronius’s view has
been often exposed by those of his own communion, a brief but sufficient summary of the refutation
will be found in Hefele, who while taking a very halting and unsatisfactory position himself, yet
is perfectly clear that Baronius’s contention is utterly indefensible.**

Most Roman controversialists of recent years have admitted both the fact of Pope Honorius’s
condemnation (which Baronius denies), and the monothelite (and therefore heretical) character of
his epistles, but they are of opinion that these letters were not his ex cathedra utterances as Doctor

335 Pennacchi. De Honorii 1., Romani Pontificis, causa in Concilio VI.

336 Hefele. History of the Councils. Vol. V., p. 190 et seqq.

500



NPNF (V2-14) Philip Schaff

Universalis, but mere expressions of the private opinion of the Pontiff as a theologian. With this
matter we have no concern in this connexion.

I shall therefore say nothing further on this point but shall simply supply the leading proofs that
Honorius was as a matter of fact condemned by the Sixth Ecumenical Council.

1. His condemnation is found in the Acts in the xiii™ Session, near the beginning.

2. His two letters were ordered to be burned at the same session.

AN 3. In the xvi™ Session the bishops exclaimed “Anathema to the heretic Sergius, to the heretic
352 Cyrus, to the heretic Honorius, etc.”

4. In the decree of faith published at the xviijth Session it is stated that “the originator of all
evil...found a fit tool for his will in...Honorius, Pope of Old Rome, etc.”

5. The report of the Council to the Emperor says that “Honorius, formerly bishop of Rome”
they had “punished with exclusion and anathema” because he followed the monothelites.

6. In its letter to Pope Agatho the Council says it “has slain with anathema Honorius.”

7. The imperial decree speaks of the “unholy priests who infected the Church and falsely
governed” and mentions among them “Honorius, the Pope of Old Rome, the confirmer of heresy
who contradicted himself.” The Emperor goes on to anathematize “Honorius who was Pope of
Old Rome, who in everything agreed with them, went with them, and strengthened the heresy.”

8. Pope Leo II. confirmed the decrees of the Council and expressly says that he too
anathematized Honorius.*”’

9. That Honorius was anathematized by the Sixth Council is mentioned in the Trullan Canons
(No.j.).

10. So too the Seventh Council declares its adhesion to the anathema in its decree of faith, and
in several places in the acts the same is said.

11. Honorius’s name was found in the Roman copy of the Acts. This is evident from
Anastasius’s life of Leo II. (Vita Leonis I1.)

12. The Papal Oath as found in the Liber Diurnus**® taken by each new Pope from the fifth to
the eleventh century, in the form probably prescribed by Gregory II., “smites with eternal anathema
the originators of the new heresy, Sergius, etc., together with Honorius, because he assisted the
base assertion of the heretics.”

13. In the lesson for the feast of St. Leo II. in the Roman Breviary the name of Pope Honorius
occurs among those excommunicated by the Sixth Synod. Upon this we may well hear Bossuet:
“They suppress as far as they can, the Liber Diurnus: they have erased this from the Roman
Breviary. Have they therefore hidden it? Truth breaks out from all sides, and these things become
so much the more evident, as they are the more studiously put out of sight.”**

337 “Also Honorius, qui hanc apostolicam sedem non apostolicz traditionis doctrina lustravit, sed profana proditione
immaculatam fidem subvertere conatus est, et omnes, qui in suo errore defuncti sunt.”

338 Ed. Eugene de Roziére. Paris, 1869, No. 84.

339 Bossuet. Def. Cleri Gal.,Lib. vij., cap. xxvj.
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353

With such an array of proof no conservative historian, it would seem, can question the fact that
Honorius, the Pope of Rome, was condemned and anathematized as a heretic by the Sixth Ecumenical
Council.

The Imperial Edict Posted in the Third Atrium of the Great Church Near What is
Called Dicymbala.

In the name of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, our God and Saviour, the most pious Emperor,
the peaceful and Christ-loving Constantine, an Emperor faithful to God in Jesus Christ, to all our
Christ-loving people living in this God-preserved and royal city.

[The document is very long, Hefele gives the following epitome, which is all sufficient for the
ordinary reader, who will remember that it is an Edict of the Emperor and not anything proceeding
from the council.]

Hefele’s Epitome (Hist. of the Councils, Vol. v., p. 178).

OTheheresyof Apollinaris, etc.,hasbeenrenewedby Theodoreof Phararandconfirmedby
Honorius,sometimePopeof Old Rome whoalsocontradictedimself. Also Cyrus,PyrrhusPaul,
Peter;morerecently. Macarius,StephenandPolychroniushaddiffusedMonothelitism. He, the
Emperorhadthereforeconvokedhis holy andEcumenicabynod,andpublishedhepresenedict
with the confessiorof faith, in orderto confirm andestablishits decrees.(Therefollows herean
extendedconfessionof faith, with proofsfor the doctrineof two wills and operations.)As he
recognizedhefive earlierEcumenicaBynodssoheanathematizedll hereticfrom SimonMagus,
but especiallythe originator and patronsof the new heresy, Theodoreand Sergius;also Pope
Honorius,who wastheir adherenandpatronin everything,andconfirmedthe heresy(!"# $%!&
'#% N*N+, - #%+/0'1#$%2#3))A)# $%B65%+7!849, %:/0-67,, further, Cyrus,etc.,and
ordainedthatno onehencefortrshouldhold a differentfaith, or ventureto teachonewill andone
energy.In nootherthantheorthodoxfaith couldmenbesaved.Whoeverdid notobeytheimperial
edictshould,if hewereabishopor cleric bedeposedif anofficial, punishedwith confiscationof
propertyandlossof thegirdle (;<#1); if a private person, banished from the residence and all other
cities.O
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